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LAUGHTER IS THE GREATEST MEDICINE!
Join us as we welcome comics Isaacs and Baker Saturday, March 8, 2014, 8:00 PM at the Harness Racing Museum and Hall of Fame, 240 Main Street, Goshen

Al Isaacs and Scott Baker, pictured below, are not just comics - they are two 
of the quickest thinking entertainers around today. By getting the audience 
involved with all aspects of the show they will make the Harness Museum 

rock with laughter.  Everything from 
audience members shouting out 
suggestions , providing sound effects, 
or even playing right along on stage! 
It’s a unique interactive experience 
NOBODY will soon forget! 
Prior to their show, we will enjoy the 
talents of our local comedians with 
another “Orange County’s Funniest 
Jewish Adult” competition. 

This show was such a big hit two years ago, we are bringing it back!

Contestants, aged 18 and over will tell their best clean jokes in two minutes or less, 
before a panel of celebrity judges and the audience.  For the purposes of this contest, 
anybody who is funny is considered to be Jewish. Pre-registration is required for 
contestants and an RSVP with confi rmation is required for admittance. Refreshments 

will be served with dietary laws strictly 
observed.
Watch your emails for further 
information, including links to 
register as a contestant, RSVP 
to attend and sponsor the event.

Pictured: Times Herald Record columnist 
and judge of the 2012 compe   on, Barry 
Lewis and previous winner, Harriet Rose

The Board of Trustees and the Staff the Newburgh Jewish 
Community Center, along with the Jewish Community and 
local offi cials broke ground for Kol Yisrael, the new Jewish 

Community Campus. The NJCC, which is now located at 290 
North Street, combined with Congregation Agudas Israel, Temple 
Beth Jacob, Jewish Family Service and the Jewish Federation to 
form Kol Yisrael. The new campus is now under construction, 
thanks in part to a large grant from the Kaplan Family Foundation. 

This will provide us with a multi-purpose room (gym), a second 
fl oor with classrooms and the NJCC' s new Art House and Dance 
Studio. In addition, a complete renovation of the current sanctuary 
and kitchens is planned. 

Alan Seidman, President of Kol Yisrael, invited 12 distinguished 
guests to break ground with gold shovels, as seen in the picture 
below.

Group with shovels: June Kreisberg, Gay 
Miller, Jan Sosnick, Mike Schwartz, Ian Rieger, 
Debbie Sanford, Joan Kaplan, William Kaplan, 
Rabbi Philip Weintraub, Newburgh Mayor 
Judy Kennedy, Alan Seidman, Rabbi Larry 
Freedman and Mark Lakritz.

Le   bo  om: Billy Kaplan and George Handler

Rabbi Larry Freedman of Temple Beth Jacob 
and Rabbi Philip Weintraub of Congrega  on 
Agudas Israel share a shovel as their 
congrega  ons now share a building.

Photos by Ken Packer
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WE ARE ONE, the newspaper of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County, is published three times a year 
and is available at temples, libraries, 
YMCAs, doctors’ offi ces, and other 
locations throughout Orange County. 
It can also be viewed on our Web site, 
JewishOrangeNY.org

WE ARE ONE does not accept 
ads or copy that we perceive to be 
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, Holocaust-
denying or in any way defamatory 
to the Jewish people. We reserve the 
right to reject an advertisement that 
is detrimental to any organization, 
institution, individual, or contrary to 
the interest of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County. 

For more information regarding 
advertising opportunities, or to 
contribute a story, letter or photo, 
please follow our submission 
guidelines in the news section of our 
Web site, JewishOrangeNY.org

Since 1977, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County has been working 
together with community members 
to build and support a strong Jewish 
community - enriching people’s lives, 
helping those in need, and embracing 
new Jewish families. Each year, our 
recipient organizations in Orange County, 
subsidized by generous Federation 
funding, help tens of thousands of people 
here at home. As part of the Jewish 
Federations of  North America, we 
support hundreds of thousands more with 
our humanitarian initiatives around the 
world. For additional information, visit 
JewishOrangeNY.org

If you are not receiving WE ARE ONE 
please contact our offi ce.

Donations to support the Jewish 
Federation mission are appreciated. 

ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE PINE BUSH SCHOOLS 
BY ABBE DISTELBURGER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In many ways it is still hard to imagine that the Village 
of Pine Bush, specifi cally the Pine Bush Central School 
System, is embroiled in a lawsuit that has received national 

media attention. Nor could I imagine that by responding to 
questions posed by the New York Times reporter, Ben Weiser, 
on October 4th, that our Federation also would become 
immersed in the media frenzy. The timing of this story is 
unfortunately mired in another controversial issue in the Town 
of Mamakating, parts of which feed into the Pine Bush School 
district, over the proposed townhouse development being built 
by developer Shalom Lamm and exclusively marketed to the 
Chasidic community.

Our involvement has been minimal, as there was very little 
outreach to us from any of the parents. The Federation offi ce 
did receive a phone call from a parent from the Circleville 
Middle School in November, 2011. Susan Notar, Chairperson 
of our Community Relations Council and retired history 
teacher, went there to speak to the principal and faculty.  After 
receiving a second call in June, 2013, Susan followed up with 
another phone call to the principal and then spoke with the 8th 
grade on October 24th.

Since the story broke, front page of the NY Times, on 
November 8, our offi ce has been inundated with calls of 
outreach from other Federations and Jewish organizations, 
such as the ADL, the Rockland Holocaust Center, Anne Frank 
Center and so forth.  We actually had to take a step back so 
we could fi gure out the best way to proceed and to do what 
is best for our community.  We are walking on a very narrow 
tightrope, because as incensed and indignant as we are over 
the allegations and cries of anti-Semitism, we cannot indict 
the entire Pine Bush community.  None of us knows the full 
story, but with 3500 pages of depositions, we are sure that the 

any improprieties or mishandling of the reported incidences 
to the school administrators will be properly addressed by the 
courts. This case is not only being investigated for violation of 
human rights by New York State, but also by the United States 
Attorney for possible civil rights violations.

Our immediate goal now is to teach our children what to do if 
they are confronted by anti-Semitism. We will be partnering 
with the Anti Defamation League to institute such programs 
for Middle and High School students in our Temples.  Our 
long term goal will be to help educate the Orange County 
Community about tolerance and the detrimental effects of 
anti-Semitism, bigotry or hate of any kind, as well as to help 
mend all of those who felt betrayed by the system.  We have to 
make sure that the cracks in the system are fi lled so that other 
children will not feel victimized and that all of our children can 
go to school without the fear of being bullied.

ABOUT ABBE DISTELBURGER
 

Abbe Distelburger grew up in Bal  more and 
moved to  Orange County in 1985 when she 
married Joe, whose family were long  me, 
ac  ve members of Temple Sinai. While Abbe 
has a B.A. in Biology  from SUNY Albany, and a 
B.S. in Medical Technology  from the University 
of Maryland, she has been a  licensed Real 
Estate Broker since 1996 and currently  works 
for Real Estate Solu  ons.  She and Joe live in  
Goshen, belong to Temple Sinai, and are the 
proud  parents of two grown children, Eric and 
Betsy, both currently residing in NYC.

ANSWER THE CALL!
Sunday, January 26th is 

SUPER SUNDAY.
You’ll be called upon to support the 
Federation’s mission of saving lives 
and enhancing Jewish life.

Make a difference. 
                               Answer the call.

MAKE YOUR DONATION NOW OR 
VOLUNTEER TO MAKE CALLS AT 
TEMPLE SINAI, 75 HIGHLAND AVE., 
MIDDLETOWN:

- Visit www.jewishorangeny.org
- Contact Joyce Waschitz at 
  845-562-7860 or via email
  joyce@jewishorangeny.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS                                                                                    FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org

DECEMBER 2013
Dec. 11: Wonderful Wednesday Class with Rabbi Loeb, 12PM at 
Monroe Temple
Dec. 13: Kosher Empty Nester Dinner, 7PM location TBA
Dec. 15: Temple Tots, 9AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 15: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 17: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 18: Wonderful Wednesday Class with Rabbi Loeb, 12PM at 
Monroe Temple
Dec. 18: Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Larry Freedman, 12:30PM at  
Bonura’s Little Sicily
Dec. 19: Unscrolled, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 20: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Dec. 22: Jewish Living Series activity, 10AM at Congregation Beth 
Hillel
JANUARY 2014
Jan. 3: First Friday and Shabbat Hallelu, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Jan. 7: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Jan. 10: Shabbat Shirah, 7PM featuring Chaverim B’Shirim at Temple 
Beth Shalom
Jan. 10: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Jan. 11: Kadima Movie Night, 7PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Jan. 12: Youth Group Pancake Breakfast fundraiser, 10AM at Temple 
Beth Shalom
Jan. 12: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Jan. 14: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Jan. 18: Women’s League Shabbat, 9AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Jan. 19: Tu B’Shvat Seder, 10:30AM at Congregation Beth Hillel 
Jan.  21: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Jan 25: Mentch Makers Pajama Havdalah & Story, 4:30PM at Monroe 
Temple
Jan. 26: Blood Drive, 8-12:30 at Monroe Temple
Jan 26: Federation Super Sunday, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Jan. 26: Jewish Living Series activity, 10AM at Congregation Beth 
Hillel
Jan.  28: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob

FEBRUARY 2014
Feb. 1: Tot Shabbat, 9AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 2: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 4: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb. 7: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel 
Feb. 7: First Friday, Shabbat Hallelu and Shabbat of Inclusion, 7:30PM 
at Monroe Temple
Feb. 9: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 9: Federation Book Discussion, 2PM at Monroe Temple
Feb. 11: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb.17: Eitz Chaim Kadima President’s Day snow tubing, time and 
location TBA
Feb. 18: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb 20: Unscrolled, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb. 21: Pot Luck Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom              
Feb. 21: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Feb. 23: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 23: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 23: Jewish Living Series activity, 10AM at Congregation Beth 
Hillel
Feb. 25: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
MARCH 2014
March 1: Tot Shabbat, 9AM at Temple Beth Shalom 
March 2: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 4: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 7: Shabbat Across America, 6PM & First Friday and Shabbat 
Hallelu, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
March 7: Shabbat Across America, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 7: Shabbat Across America, 6PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
March 8: Federation’s Funniest Jewish Adult Contest, 8PM at the 
Harness Racing Museum
March 8: Kadima Purim party, 8PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
March 9:  Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 9: Festival of Flavors, 5PM at Monroe Temple
March 11: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 16: Megillah Reading, 10AM followed by Purim Carnival, 

11AM at Monroe Temple
March 16: Purim Party, 10:15AM at Congregation Beth Hillel
March 16: Purim Carnival, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom 
March 16: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 16: Read Hebrew America, 10:15AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 18: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 21: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
March 21: Pot Luck Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 23: Federation Book Discussion, 2PM at Kol Yisrael              
March 25: Introduction to Judaism, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 30: Jewish Living Series activity, 10AM at Congregation Beth 
Hillel

ONGOING EVERY WEEK
Tuesdays: Torah Study/Ask the Rabbi, 10AM at Congregation Agudas 
Israel
Tuesdays: Scrabble with the Rabbi, 11AM Congregation Agudas Israel
Thursdays: Learn to read Torah, 10AM Congregation Agudas Israel
Thursdays: Crash Course in Hebrew, 11AM Congregation Agudas 
Israel

DIRECTOR’S CORNER: SHIFTING JEWISH IDENTITIES  
BY JOYCE WASCHITZ

And Now for Some Good News About the 
Pew Survey

The Jewish population is growing and Jews aren’t 
hiding from their heritage.
Initial reactions to the recent Pew Research 

Center’s study of American Jews have been mostly pes-
simistic. People are calling the study a “grim” one. Some 
have viewed the study’s results as “devastating,” with its 
evidence of “so much assimilation.”

The actual facts of this study should not be viewed as 
a problem, lets look at this in another way. The good 
news is the American Jewish population turns out to be 
larger than expected.  The number of 6.8 million Jews 
is larger than past estimates of 6 million or less. The 
intermarriage rates have also held more or less steady 
since 1990.  The 61% of Jews who intermarry are raising 
their children as “Jewish or partly Jewish,” rather than in 
another religion.

The Jewish population isn’t shrinking, and even though 
many Jews intermarry, the need to get away from being 
seen as Jewish and to avoid “problems” for the children 
are gone.

Today, intermarriage is more about the acceptance of 
Jews into America life rather then Jews abandoning their 
origins or turning their backs on Judaism. I’m thinking 
of people like comedian, Jon Stewart, who have inter-
married but still strongly identify as Jews. It’s likely that 
they would be among the overwhelming proportion of 
Jews (94%) in the study who say that they are proud to 
be Jewish. 

It wasn’t always this way. In 1937, Jews were held in 
such low esteem that it was felt to be a troubling psy-
chological burden. What’s changed over the past 100 
years, is that being Jewish is no longer viewed as a bad 
thing. The world views American Jews today as a group 
in American society. That positive shift is a result of the 
successful assimilation.

Today, more than half of Americans (58%) reported per-
sonally knowing a Jewish person. A third of Americans 
say they would favor a close relative marrying a Jew. 
In 1905, intermarriage between a Jewish woman, and 
a prominent Protestant man was so unbelievable that it 
made the front page of The New York Times!

Jewish books, fi lms and music are increasingly available 
in places that never provided them before: on college 
campuses, on TV, even in the Pew study itself. The other 
national studies of Jews from 1970, 1990 and 2001 were 
funded and done by and for the Jewish community. With 
the Pew study, the research has moved out of a Jewish-
only community and on to a broader stage.

The experience of Jews in America is a complicated 
story. Saying that the Pew report paints a “grim picture” 
misses a big point, the surprising persistence and dura-
bility of Jewishness in America.

ABOUT JOYCE WASCHITZ

Joyce Waschitz is the 
Execu  ve Director of the 
Jewish Federa  on and past 
president of Monroe Temple 
Beth El. Joyce and her  
husband Gary have lived in 
Orange County for 33 years 
and have two children.

This summer, Marsha Sobel, Risa Neustadt 
and Joyce Waschitz traveled to Hebrew 
Union College in NYC, to attend 

JFOGOC’s fi rst Jewish Book Council meeting. 
Our representatives were able to attend this 
conference and bring authors to our community 

due the generosity of the Novig/Neustadt families.

The Jewish Book Council’s mission is to encourage the reading, writing, and 
publishing of books containing Jewish interest. The meeting was intended to assist us 
in the selection of authors and books for featured programs throughout Orange County.
   
The fi rst author selected is Sybil Terres Gilmar, author of THE JEW AND THE 
POPE on February 9, 2014, at Monroe Temple Beth El at 2PM.  Set in 1542 Rome 
where Pope Paul III has decided to reinstitute the Inquisition under the leadership and 

infl uence of Cardinal Carafa. The author narrates a story that helps us understand how 
political events bedevil individuals who struggle to a see their signifi cance.  
 
On March 23, 2014 at Kol Yisrael in Newburgh at 2PM, author June Hersch will 
discuss RECIPES REMEMBERED, A CELEBRATION OF SURVIVAL. This is a 
remarkable collection of inspiring stories and authentic recipes as told to the author by 
more than 80 Holocaust survivors or their families.  The fully tested recipes are easy to 
follow, with both classic and unexpected dishes. 
 
Author Gregory J.  Wallance will come to the Hudson Valley to discuss his book, 
AMERICA’S SOUL IN BALANCE, The Holocaust, FDR’s State Department, and 
the moral disgrace of an American aristocracy. This program, funded by the Jewish 
Federation will be presented by the Newburgh Jewish Community Center at Mt. St. 
Mary’s College on April 27, 2014 at 2PM in memory of Yom Hoshah.



www.JewishOrangeNY.org4 We Are One |Winter 2013
KISLEV/TEVET 5774

The Jewish Federa  on of Greater Orange 
County Vehicle Dona  on Program

866 - 532 - 2771
866 - JF - CARS - 1

What does PJ stand for? 
Pajamas! We know special  mes of reading together and 
dancing along with music happen when you’re in your PJs! 

Why are you sending us these books? 
Fundamentally, we believe that when parents and 
children read together, it changes the world. There are 
some fantas  c Jewish children’s books out there - books 
that are as wonderful as the classics you may be reading 
to your children already. We also know that high-quality 
Jewish books can be expensive and diffi  cult to fi nd. We 
are sending these materials to you because these stories 
and songs will enrich your family life. 

What’s the catch? 
There is one catch - you need to READ the books, LISTEN 
to the music and SING along to your heart’s content! 
AND, you must live in Orange County, NY.

What will we be receiving over the course of the year? 
The PJ Library sends out twelve monthly mailings each year which will include 
children’s books and music. 

How is it determined what books we will be receiving? 
Books are chosen by a Book Selec  on Commi  ee composed of expert Jewish educators and reading 
specialists. The ini  al book group category is determined at registra  on. During the second year of 
the program, par  cipaus move on to the selec  ons for the next book group. 

Can new families sign up for the PJLibrary at any  me? 
Yes! Families living in Orange County, NY may enroll at any  me of year. Feel free to share news of 
this program with your friends, family members and neighbors. Visit jewishorangeny.org or call 
Joyce at  845-562-7860 for more informa  on.

CURRENT PJ LIBRARY 

FUNDERS

JANE FRIEDLAND

SHARON & JEROME GOLDBERG

NORMAN HECHT

RAENA & ALAN KORENMAN

SHEILA LEVINSTEIN

GERALDINE & STEVEN LULOFF

DORIS & STEVEN RUBINSKY

CHERYL & ELLIOT TETENBAUM

“WOMEN UNCHAINED”: ILLUMINATING DOCUMENTARY
BY GAIL A. OLIVER
SPECIAL FEATURE

“There is nothing more powerful than the ability to 
withhold a get.  There is nothing better for revenge than 
withholding a get…” “ Women Unchained”

On October 20th, Jewish Federation's Women's 
Philanthropy division’s annual "Dollar a 
Day" event, was held at the home of Dr. Seth 

and Nadine Pulver. The Federation supporters had 
the opportunity to view "Women Unchained", a 
documentary which focuses on the diffi culties faced 
by observant Jewish women who seek a religious 
divorce known as a "Get".  According to Jewish law, 
the husband has the power to withhold this divorce, 
leaving his wife unable to remarry, an agunah.  Shot in 
New York, New Jersey, Chicago, Miami, Los Angeles 
and Israel, "Women Unchained" included fascinating 
interviews with leading women’s rights advocates, 
rabbis and experts. The fi lm, narrated by Mayim Bialik, 
provided helpful historical background on the state of 
women’s rights in Judaism and details of the horrible 
extortion schemes levied against some women in the 
Jewish community. Federation's showing of the fi lm was 
particularly timely, as earlier that week Brooklyn Rabbi 
Mendel Epstein, who was featured in the documentary, 
had been arrested for allegedly "convincing" recalcitrant 
husbands to issue gets through beatings or other illegal 
means.

After the fi lm viewing, a distinguished panel of 
guest speakers discussed the plight of agunot. Led by 

moderator Carla Wise, the panel included the fi lm's 
director Leta Lenik, Rabbi Asher Bush of Ahavat 
Yisrael of Wesley Hills, family therapist Valerie Rubin, 
and Michelle Gabay, a former agunah who spoke 
passionately about what she had experienced when her 
husband refused to grant her a get for over fi ve years.

Rabbi Bush and Ms. Lenik stressed that Orthodox 
women are now being advised to have a pre-nuptial 
agreement, to keep them from becoming an agunah in 
cases where the husband refuses to grant a get.

“My original understanding of the situation faced by an 
"agunah", a woman whose husband refuses to grant her 
a "get", was that this was limited to the ultra-Orthodox 
community.” said Federation board member Susan 
Notar.  “After seeing the fi lm I realized that this is a 
much larger problem, one of a Jewish woman's right 
to be divorced without having to submit to a vengeful 
husband's demand for extortion.”

ABOUT GAIL A. OLIVER

Gail Oliver is the immediate past president 
of the Jewish Federa  on. She is married to 
Ken and the mother of Nathaniel and Heather. 
Professionally, she is the special coordinator 
of Westchester Jewish Community Service’s 
HAVORAH program and a cer  fi ed health 
coach with Take Shape for Life. Gail and her 
family are members of Temple Beth Jacob in 
Newburgh. 

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT: Leta Lenik, Abbe Distelburger and Carla 
Wise (photo by Gail Oliver)

BELOW: The a  endees really enjoyed the documentary. (photo 
by Alan Korenman)
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MAKING A CONNECTION TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL
BY SAMUEL EVANS
JUMPING INTO LIFE

I spent fi ve weeks this past summer touring Europe 
and Israel, so to think back on one experience to 
share is very diffi cult. Most of the time, I didn’t feel 

like any one place was home, due to the sheer number of 
locales and the generally short time spent in each hostel. 
Even though I so desperately wanted to feel a spiritual 
connection to Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel, we kept 
moving and touring, place to place. We didn’t really settle 
in one hotel until we were nearing the end of the trip.

Why go to Israel? Well, every now and then, when I spent 
time  to slow down and think, even though I had little 
to spend, I felt a connection, beyond anything a random 
tourist would feel, and I realized what two things made 
this trip so special for me.

As with my experience in the URJ’s Eisner Camp, the 
people in soom-soom: my group’s self-given name, made 
the trip so enjoyable and worthwhile. We overcame 
challenges, such as Mount Shlomo in the desert, and grew 
together and laughed together and rested together as a 
family.

Later on, though I wish it was the fi rst thing we did, we 
incorporated six Israelis into our group and they became 
part of soom-soom, letting us get to know them and, 
interestingly, making me feel more at home in Israel 
then before. Originally our group’s count-off was otiyot- 
letters, as there were 26 of us and 26 Hebrew letters. 
When the Israelis joined and got their own English letters, 
everyone thought that their saying English letters was like 
our saying Hebrew letters. From that point on, we began 
to explore how much we had in common despite being 

from different countries. Having Israelis in our group 
gave me a strong connection to the country. This was 
what I had been searching for.  I fi nally found it the last 
week of the trip:  a feeling less of being a tourist and more 
of being  at home.

The second thing that made me feel a sense of belonging 
was the Hebrew language. Hebrew was everywhere. I 
am so glad that in the fi rst week I began to learn it. When 
we got to Israel, in the third week of our trip, after some 
“wandering” in the desert and really entered society, I 
was so happy to see Hebrew everywhere. I was able to 
pronounce and even recognize a few words! I realized 
that the Hebrew I have been using at services ever since I 
could sing along, is no longer just sounds with an English 
translation. It now has meaning, and the more I learn the 
more I can decipher and translate for myself.
 
This odyssey to Israel was not exactly what I was 
expecting and was in fact fast paced touring for a good 
section of it, fi lled with great Jewish stories and history at 
every stop. This trip connected me to Israel in two ways: 
through the people and shared experiences; and through 
learning the language, being enveloped in it and being 
able to understand parts of prayers in my own way. I’m 
so glad that I could take this trip and have to thank, in 
part, the Jewish Federation for helping to make this trip 
possible. I enjoyed myself and felt a connection that I 
would also hope every Jew - every Israelite - could feel. 
I would encourage any Jewish teen who hasn’t taken the 
trip to take this opportunity!

ABOUT SAMUEL EVANS

Sam is Junior at Washingtonville High School, While in Israel, 
Sam produced an amazing video en  tled “NFTY in Israel,” 
which can be viewed on youtube. Sam and his family are ac  ve 
members of the Monroe Temple of Liberal Judaism.

ABOVE: WITH NFTY FRIENDS, SAM IS 2ND FROM RIGHT.
BELOW: THE WHOLE GROUP, SAM IS IN THE 2ND ROW, 3RD 
FROM RIGHT.

JEWISH FEDERATION RECOGNIZES LOCAL HONOREES
BY MONA RIEGER
MEMORABLE MOMENTS

On Sunday, November 3, 2013, the Jewish 
Federation was proud to honor Dale and Irving 
Zuckerman and Robin and Alan Zuckerman at 

the Cornwall atelier of Andrew Lattimore, one of the 
greatest living American artists. Seated in Lattimore's 
studio, surrounded by his brilliant art work, donors 
recognized the Zuckermans for their support of the 
Orange County Jewish Community and the community 
at large. 

Alan and Irving Zuckerman grew up in Monroe 
surrounded by their loving family. Together they own 
and operate Verticon, Ltd., headquartered in Monroe. 
Verticon is a general contracting and full-service 
construction fi rm with more than 75 years of industry 
experience. Verticon, Ltd. is solidly rooted in the Hudson 
Valley and responsible for many of its most recognizable 
construction and development projects. 

Robin Zuckerman, a retired senior appellate paralegal, 
was born and raised in Brooklyn. She met Alan at a 
bungalow colony as a teenager during a summer spent 
in Monroe. Together they raised three children with a 
strong foundation of a Jewish education and pride in 
their Jewish culture.

Dale Zuckerman, a retired teacher, was also born in 
Brooklyn but her family moved to Monroe when she 
was six. She met Irving after college and married a short 
time afterwards. It is one of the greatest joys in Dale and 

Irving’s lives to see the wonderful adults their 
two children have become.

Joyce Waschitz, Executive Director of the 
Jewish Federation states, “We are proud to 
give these generous and dedicated people an 
opportunity to be honored by the Jewish and 
Orange County community. Because of the 
generous support from people like these, the 
Jewish Federation will continue to be able to 
support the needs of the community."
 
Following the presentation to the 
Zuckermans, guests were privileged to hear Lattimore 
speak about the Nazi theft of Jewish art, a subject 
recently seen in the headlines of the New York Times. 
In addition, attendees were treated to a tour of the 
studio that Lattimore shares with his wife and several 
other local artists. Lattimore's work; portraits, fi gures, 
landscapes and still lifes go beyond simple story telling, 
they transport the viewer; and, indeed, our lucky givers 
had a transformative and informative afternoon.

ABOUT MONA RIEGER
Mona Rieger is a Past President of 
both the Jewish Federa  on and Temple 
Beth Jacob. She and her husband, 
Ian, live in Newburgh and are the 
proud grandparents of fi ve wonderful 
grandchildren.

ABOVE: ALAN & ROBIN ZUCKERMAN, FEDERATION PRESIDENT 
                ABBE DISTELBURGER, DALE & IRVING ZUCKERMAN

BELOW: DONNA & ANDREW LATTIMORE
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We have chosen to establish the Endick-Korenman 
Endowment Fund following the recent passing 
of my beloved dad, Murray Endick. My father 

always said that our family was a tree. He was the top, 
sheltering branch, and the rest of us were all the other 
important branches reaching out and branching off to grow 
our families. Dad was also devoted to his friends and his 
community, and cared about the world around him.

My father’s greatest joy was being surrounded by his 
family, especially his grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren, Maren and Lily. The love of his life was 
Beatty; they were married for 64 years, and never so much 
as argued, until their fi nal fi ve years! My sister and I knew 
what a great relationship was by watching our parents. 
They had many challenges throughout that marriage, but 
together they dealt with whatever life handed them.

I was born with a serious congenital heart disorder and 
that kept both of my parents on their toes. My mother 
worried and blazed an educational path, but my father 
would be the one who rubbed my legs to give me better 
circulation; my father literally carried me everywhere 
during the fi rst eight years of my life. The most 

memorable moment of my life was when my father exited 
an elevator at Johns Hopkins Hospital after my open heart 
surgery. I was waiting at the door of my room, to walk 
down the corridor and into his arms; it was the longest and 
proudest walk of my life. It meant that I now had a life 
that would someday be blessed with a husband, children, 
and grandchildren.

Following my surgery, my dad continued to donate blood 
throughout his life, He was always concerned about the 
wellbeing of others.  He always cared…

Murray Endick was a lifelong statistician in the curtain 
and drapery industry. He always gave generously to 
Federation as well as other organizations, believing and 
teaching me, that one must give back to the community 
and those who helped my family. After her great grandpa’s 
passing, Lilly comforted Maren by touching her head and 
her heart, then telling her that “GGpa” is here and here.
And so, in honor of the man who will always be in my 
mind and heart, we have established the Endick-Korenman 
Endowment, in the hope that many will someday benefi t 
from the important missions we continue to support.

ABOUT RAENA KORENMAN

Raena  Korenman has been a Past President 
and member of the Jewish Federa  on for 
over 20 years, serving as the chair “for life” 
of Major Gi  s and Women’s Philanthropy 
and a member of the Endowment 
Commi  ee which she feels ensures our 
Federa  on’s future. Raena and her husband 
Alan live Newburgh and Florida.

IN HONOR OF THE MAN ALWAYS IN MY HEART   
BY RAENA KORENMAN
CREATING A LIVING LEGACY

Harold Levine Endowment Program
Make your memory last. 
Create an endowment by calling 845-562-7860.
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ABRAMOWITZ

DDDDDDDDR. MARTIN ALTCHEK

GGGGGGGGGGEORGIA & DR. IRVING 
ANDERMAN

JJESSICA B. & JACK N.
BLINKOFF

CELIA & BERNARD 
BRICKMAN

PEARL COHN

ROSE COHEN

ANDREA DUBROFF

THE ENDICK-
KORENMAN FAMILY

TRUDY & LEO FLAX

THE GITTELSOHN 
FAMILY

AAAAALFAAAAA RED GOLDBERGER

THE GUTTERMAN- 
GOLDBERG FAMILY

LESLIE A. HANDLER

ELLIS HECHT

LILLIAN & NORMAN
HECHT
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IRV KAPLAN

JUNE & GERALD 
KREISBERG

MARION R. & 
LAWRENCE LEVIN

MARION RIDER LEVIN

ESTHER & FALK 
LEVINE

FLORENCE & JACQUES 
LEVINE

CAROL & HAROLD
LEVINE

HARRIET & JACK LEVY

ALLA & BORIS LIPKIN

DR. PAUL LIPSCHULTZ

LORE & RABBI DR. 
KURT METZGER

SYLVIA & MURRAY 
MINTZ

GERTRUDE & DR.
REUBEN MOKOTOFF

EDITH & EUGENE 
MULLIN
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NADLE

PEARL & NATHAN 
OLIVER

PAUL ORNSTEIN

EDNA & SHEPARD
PRYLUCK

RACHEL & EMANUEL 
REISER

PATRICIA & DAVID 
RIDER 

THE RIEGER FAMILY

LIBBY & MAT 
SCHLEIFER

CHARLOTTE & JOSEPHHHHHHHHHHH 
SCHULHOF

GLORYA COVEL SMITHHHHHHHHHHH

ESTELLE & MORRIS 
SPIVACK

HELEN & HAROLD
SURESKY 

FLORENCE & LEO
SUSSMAN

ABOUT ENDOWMENTS

The Harold Levine Endowment Program 
of the Jewish Federa  on of Greater 
Orange County currently has more than 
forty endowments and con  nues to grow, 
ensuring our benefi ciary agencies the ability 
to con  nue to enrich our community’s 
future and to be there to help Jews facing 
hardships here and abroad.

A legacy gi   to the Harold Levine 
Endowment Program is your way to leave 
fi nancial resources to Jewish ins  tu  ons, 
enabling them to provide rescue, relief, 
support and educa  onal services here and 
in 60 countries worldwide.

A philanthropic advisor from the Jewish 
Federa  on can be your partner in planning 
a legacy gi   that is consistent with your 
other estate plans; or, you can contact a 
tax advisor or estate-planning a  orney for 
informa  on specifi c to your situa  on.
To arrange for a confi den  al mee  ng, 
please contact Mark Fink at 845 782-7651. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Brother-in-law Bob, Dad, 
nephew Mark, sister Carol, son-in-law Chris, granddaughter 
Maren on daughter Lisa’s lap, daughter Randy, Raena holding 
granddaughter Lily, nephew Eric and Mom

The Noar of Newburgh Chapter of Hadassah 
recently held a very special luncheon celebrating 
"Motherhood." Over 80 people attended the 

festivities, which raised over $5000 to support the 
Charlotte R. Bloomberg Mother and Child Pavilion at 
Hadassah Hospital. 

Mona Rieger, one of a fi ve generation Hadassah 
family, served as the keynote speaker. Rieger spoke 
passionately of her own mother’s devotion to Hadassah. 
Rieger's mom, Bess Rothbaum, now 95, was the 
national treasurer of Hadassah for many years, and held 
many important volunteer positions at Hadassah during 
her lifetime. Rieger has watched the hospital expand 
through the years and was delighted to support the 
hospital’s  recently established Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit. The unit will treat critically ill patients, newborn 
to age 16, who are recovering from operations for head 
traumas, congenital heart defects, strokes and brain 

tumors. Hadassah treats people from all over the 
world, and is also on the cutting edge of medical 
research which benefi ts everyone.

To the delight of the guests, a talented ensemble 
of performers from JUST OFF BROADWAY sang 
a beautiful medley of songs, which spoke of the 
relationship of mothers and their children, from a 
variety of shows including Gypsy and Fiddler on the 
Roof.

"It was a wonderful opportunity to remember, honor 
and celebrate our moms and support something which 
is truly important, the work of Hadassah," said event 
chair Gail Oliver.
Top photo: JUST OFF BROADWAY performers graciously entertained. 
Sco   Test, Eliza Benfer, Samantha Gillespie, Hannah Blair Butler, 
Laura Wurster and Camille Capello

Photos by Gail Oliver

HADASSAH CELEBRATES MOTHERHOOD 
SPECIAL FEATURE

Motherhood luncheon volunteers Paula Mar  no, Rochelle Amigo, 
Mona Rieger and Carol Packer truly enjoyed the fes  vi  es.
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FESTIVE FINGER FOODS
BY SUSAN K. LEVY
COOK’S CORNER

ABOUT SUSAN K. LEVY

Susan K. Levy has been an ac  ve volunteer for community minded 
organiza  ons since moving to Newburgh in 1983. She has served as 
President of Hadassah, Literacy Orange and Temple Beth Jacob and has 
served on the Board of the Newburgh Jewish Community Center. She 
likes to cook and bake, especially for her two granddaughters, Aria and 
Yakira and looks forward to doing it for her grandson Hudson as well.

Meatballs in Sweet & Sour Sauce 
1 ½ lbs. ground beef
½  cup dry bread crumbs
1 egg, beaten
¼ cup minced onion
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
¼ teaspoon garlic salt

Sauce
1 jar chile sauce
6 oz. grape jelly
1 to 2 teaspoons lemon juice

Mix all meatball ingredients together. Simmer meatballs in sauce for 1 hour.
Refrigerate and skim off fat before serving.

Miniature Chicken Drumsticks
 20 to 30 Chicken wings
 2 tablespoons salad oil
In a separate bowl mix together: 
½ cup soy sauce
⅓ cup sherry
¼ cup ketchup
2 tablespoons sugar
¼ teaspoon ginger

Cut wings in half at the joint and clean them. Put oil in a 5 quart dutch oven and cook wings over 
high heat for about 7 minutes, stirring constantly. Reduce heat to medium and add remaining 
ingredients. Stir to blend well. Cover and cook for 25 to 30 minutes. Stir occasionally. Uncover 
and cook 10 to15 minutes more, stirring frequently until most of the liquid is absorbed and the 
chicken is tender.
These can be cooked the day before and served hot or cold.
They can be used as hors d’oeurves or served over rice or noodles.

A trip your child will 
remember forever. 

845-562-7860            www.JewishOrangeNY.org

…where they’ll reinforce their Jewish iden  ty, appreciate their home-
land and its culture, and strengthen a connec  on with Israel that will 

last a life  me.

Learn more about the Youth 2 Israel scholarships available for high 
school students through The Jewish Federa  on of Greater Orange 

County. The deadline to apply is January 31, 2014.

ISRAEL

Where in a summer can you build 
relationships that last a lifetime? 

SUMMER CAMP!
We want your child to be one happy camper this summer!

845-562-7860            www.JewishOrangeNY.org

Finances shouldn’t keep your child from spending a summer at a Jewish 
camp - laughing, splashing, and being a part of a young thriving Jewish 

community of their contemporaries.

Go to www.JewishOrangeNY.org to get more informa  on about camp 
scholarships available through Jewish Federa  on of Greater Orange 

County. The deadline to apply is March 31, 2014.

HADASSAH 
HAPPENING
Congratulations to Amy Solomon, of 
New Windsor, who was recently sworn 
in as the President of the Lower New 
York State Region of Hadassah. She is 
pictured on the left at the installation 
ceremonies with Ruth Cole, Hadassah's 
United Nations Chairperson.

SAVE THE DATE FOR MITZVAH DAY 2014
The Jewish Federation and the Newburgh Jewish Community Center invites you to 
join us for a countywide Mitzvah Day on Sunday, MAY 4, 2014
 
We will be collecting clothing, household items, dental 
supplies, toiletries, food, supermarket gift cards, school 
supplies and children’s’ books for people in need throughout 
Orange County.

Collection boxes will be located in synagogues throughout 
Orange County and Kol Yisrael at 290 North St., Newburgh.
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LOCAL 
SYNAGOGUES
These are the synagogues that 
serve greater Orange County’s 
thriving Jewish community. To 
help you find the congregation 
that best suits your lifestyle, we 
have provided a brief overview. 
For more detailed information, 
we invite you to contact each 
synagogue directly.

Ahavas Torah Congrega  on
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 783-7565
Affi  lia  on: Orthodox

Congrega  on Agudas Israel
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onagudasisrael.org 

Congrega  on Beth Hillel
Loca  on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onbethhillel.org

Congrega  on B’nai Torah
Loca  on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
bnaitorahgwl.org

Congrega  on Eitz Chaim
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of 
Liberal Judaism
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Affi  lia  on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca  on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca  on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca  on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templesinaimiddletown.com

HOW CAN A MOMENT CHANGE YOUR LIFE?
BY RABBI  PHILIP WEINTRAUB

PRACTICAL RABBI

Recently, I drove on 9W towards the Palisades on the 
switchbacks over the mountains to a conference in New 
York City. All around me the sun was shining; the sky was 

blue; the leaves were brilliant orange, yellow and red. Yet when 
I looked below me, there was dense but beautiful fog, as if I was 
driving over the clouds. I was tempted to stop to take a picture, 
but instead I simply kept driving. I paused my music and said 
Shecheyanu, “Thank you GD for letting me live until this day.”  
A few moments later, I thought of another blessing.  Baruch Atah 
Ado-shem, Elokeinu melekh ha-olam, oseh ma’aseh v’reshit.  
Blessed are You, Lord, our GD, who rules the universe renewing 
the work of creation. In those few moments of silence in my car, I 
saw the majesty of GD’s creation, the holiness, the beauty that is 
always around us, if we could only see it.

How often do we thank GD for the good in our lives?  In 
modern America, even when the economy is lousy, our wages 
stagnant and our expenses rising, we are better off than many 
throughout the world.  Jews are successful in just about every 
industry in this country, with little anti-Semitism holding them 
back. Recent studies of Jewish life and practice bemoan the 
number of Jews who claim “no religion”, yet we fail to celebrate 
the number of Jews commemorating Passover Seders, lighting 
Hanukkah candles or saying Kiddush on Shabbat. We do not 
look at the number of Jews getting daily emails from URJ, 
USCJ, Chabad, the Chief Rabbi of the UK or the thousands of 
Jewish books published each year. There are more Jews studying 
Talmud today that at any time in our history. Every few weeks 
with my subscription, a box arrives at my door with a new 
volume of Talmud from Koren Publishers. With color photos, 
diagrams, notes, explanations of personalities and a clear English 
translation, studying Talmud is now accessible to anyone. If you 
do not like physical books, there is a PDF for your tablet, or you 
can use the Artscroll app and pay for access to many texts that are 
all linked, translated and elucidated.

The challenge of having everything online is that we sometimes 
forget one of the most important parts of Jewish tradition, each 
other. Synagogues, like Congregation Agudas Israel, or your own 
congregation, are not just places to pray. They are places to study, 
think, challenge, consider, eat, move, and entertain. Just like the 
Hebrew word for synagogue, Bet Knesset, House of Assembly, 
we are gathering places. In a country where community is sorely 
lacking, our shuls give us a place to be ourselves, to make friends 
and family. They are places to network and connect with GD and 
each other, but also places where we can shut off our electronic 
devices, disconnect from the outside world and fi nd the sacred 
that is within all of us.  

For me, driving about the clouds was a holy moment. Yet, I would 
not have been on that road if not for my community. I was driving 
from my Newburgh home to learn how to be a better rabbi, a 
better listener, continuing my education with another unit of CPE, 
clinical pastoral education.  In this way, I can better connect with 
all of you, hear your stories and help you fi nd the holiness in 
everyday life.  Every moment is a blessing.  When did you last 
pause and remember that?

ABOUT RABBI WEINTRAUB

RESERVE YOUR AD!  CALL 845 562 7860 or online www.JewishOrangeNY.org

While originally a New Yorker, with parents from 
Brooklyn and Queens, Rabbi Weintraub grew 
up in the suburbs of Atlanta, GA. Being asked 
regularly to explain Jewish ideas and prac  ces, 
he was inspired to become a rabbi. He was very 
fortunate to meet his wife, Rebecca, a na  ve 
Long Islander, at Simchat Torah fes  vi  es at JTS, 
where she was mee  ng friends from Camp Ra-
mah in the Berkshires. They are now the proud 
parents of a beau  ful baby girl.


