
Israel-related Educational Programs
(Selected)
	Activity
	Age Range
	Time

	
	
	

	A Moving History of Jerusalem
	8-12
	30-60 minutes

	Acting Up…Jewishly
	Teens
	60 minutes +

	Concentric Circles
	All
	30-60 minutes

	Famous Sites and People in Jerusalem
	All
	30 minutes

	Tourists
	Teens
	30 minutes

	American-Israeli Cross-Cultural Guide
	Teens
	30-60 minutes

	Redefining Zionism
	10-12
	30 minutes

	Building a Bridge
	10-12, teens
	30-60 minutes


A Moving History of Jerusalem

Style: Waxworks Theatre

Props:

· A large Spotlight

· Dressing up Clothes

· A large room that can be converted into a circular theater with the audience in the middle and actors around the circumference

Given that the quiz is open to 13-18 year olds only, allocate each of the six classes or groups a portion of the history of Jerusalem. Alternatively, in any one class or group, create as many groups as study sections chosen out of her 3000 year history. The latter is probably more effective since there will be no redundant people. In a class of say, twenty-five, you can easily divide her history into five scenes corresponding to the five books in the source material for the quiz, "Sources of Jerusalem":

· Creating Sovereignty: The First Temple Period

· Rebuilding Independence: The Second Temple Period

· One City, Many Peoples

· Expanding Jerusalem

· Sovereignty Regained

Each scene has four actors and the five other people are responsible for the backdrop, lighting,sound and props of that scene. Each group plans, arranges and performs their part which, when put together with the other scenes becomes one full story.

Example
This is best performed in a circular theater, where the audience sits in the middle, the room is darkened and each unit has a lead which signals both the shooting of a spotlight and the beginning of their scene. At the beginning and end of their scene, everyone on stage under the spotlight freezes for ten seconds. This medium is recommended as a very effective way of conveying information in a fun, yet dramatic, manner.

While each group only absorbs themselves in a part of the story, when they view the whole they understand how critical their part is to the whole story. Obviously, the scale of production depends on the time allocated by the school / center and the effort put in by those involved. This can range from a performance in front of the class / group , to a performance in front of the entire school / organization, to an evening with teachers, parents, friends...

independence drama performance

ACTING UP...JEWISHLY
By MARK LAZAR
The Meaning of Israel in Contemporary Jewish Life 

David Ben Gurion came to Israel from Poland in 1906. He became a founding father of the State of Israel and its first Prime Minister. He believed that ultimately communities must work towards their own demise, by encouraging aliyah. 

 

Ben Gurion's Ideology: Israel as the Exclusive Center of the Jewish World
---Maintains that Jewish communities in the free world are doomed to disappear as a result of assimilation and intermarriage and other Jewish communities will disappear as a result of persecution or spiritual repression.

---Only through the State of Israel is it possible to preserve Judaism and the Jewish people. 

---Only aliyah can secure Israel’s future---not financial contributions, demonstrations, prayers, emotions or visits. 

---Efforts whose objectives are to strengthen the Jewish communities in the Galut for their own sake are a waste of our limited resources. We must concentrate all our efforts on bringing the Jews of the Gula to Israel. 

---Only in Israel will we have control over our own destiny. Only in Israel will we have spiritual and national freedom. This is what our history teaches us and how we shall secure our future. 

 

As we are aware Ben Gurion's vision is far from today's reality. The following may be a little more realistic. 

 

Jews have traditionally supported Israel in three ways: 

FINANCIAL: Israel needs a great deal of money to survive. A large portion of her

 budget is spent on defense. Contributions made by Diaspora Jews help fund

 many other projects. 

 

POLITICAL: Jews in the Diaspora support and lobby for many challenges which

 confront and affect Israel. They focus public attention on issues of concern to

 Israel and successfully help their countries maintain a warm and supportive

relationship with the Jewish homeland. 

 

CULTURAL: Israel has emerged as a tremendously creative force in Judaism and

the world. It has revived Hebrew as a language and developed dance, music, art

and technology into new expressions of Jewish culture. There is constant

dialogue between Israeli and Diaspora Jewish leaders in religious, social and

cultural areas. 

These are just a few examples of the importance and uniqueness of the Diaspora Jewish kesher (connection) to Israel. 

 

Now, let's cut the formalities and get to the play and some real issues. 

 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR

 

STORYTELLER 

DAVID—COUSIN FROM THE CITY OF DIASPORA 

SHAI—COUSIN FROM THE COUNTRY OF ISRAEL 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR 

KRISTIE 

ZEHAVA 

ISRAELI #1 

ISRAELI #2 

ISRAELI #3 

DIASPORA #1 

DIASPORA #2 

DIASPORA #3 

 

On both sides of the stage should be small desks with chairs. Ideally a computer for "e-mail" should be atop both desks. These two desks and playing areas belong to the two cousins, David and Shai. The Storyteller and the other players use the middle area of the stage. The Mad Zionist Professor should pop up from unusual areas in the room (under chairs, back of the room, through an open window, etc). 

 

STORYTELLER

Once upon a time, there were these two cousins. One lived in the city of Diaspora while the other lived in the country of Eretz Yisrael. These two cousins just happened to be born on the same day in the same year.  Although thousands of miles away from each other, their lives ran parallel.  When David, the city cousin, began first grade, Shai, the country cousin began kitah aleph. When David had his Bar Mitzvah at the Agoura Jewish Center and Country Club, Shai was quickly called up to the Torah on a Thursday morning and then ushered back to school. And while David was contemplating which university he would apply to, Shai discussed with his friends which branch of the army would be most challenging. Although they had never met, they had corresponded with each other first by mail...then by fax...and finally bye-mail. 

 

DAVID

 

Dear Shai, 

How’s it going? I’m doing great! It's snowin' everywhere! Next week is Easter vacation and we’re going skiing! No school for two weeks!!! Can you believe it? We’re first going to have that Passover dinner thing with mom's parents...BORING! But they always give me money in the middle so I guess I can handle it. Anyway I can watch the ball game in between the Hebrew mumbo-jumbo. Besides, with four glasses of wine, what can go wrong? 

 

SHAI

Dearest cousin David, 

Mah nishma? How are you? Things have been a little unreal here. There was an explosion nearby. They weren't sure who set it off or even if it was an accident. Luckily no one was hurt. We're going away for Passover, too! Believe it or not, we're going to Egypt. Reverse Exodus, eh? But the night before, for the seder, my family's scattering.  I’m going with my ema and abba to my uncle's. It's no sweat...a five minute thanks for the matza and wine and we eat. But my brother, Dov, watch out! He's gotten himself into a religious thing. I don’t think he'll eat in the Yeshiva ‘til the sun comes up. And my sister, Leah, she's going to some non-believing socialist kibbutz...they also don't eat ‘til the sun comes up, but at least they vote and decide on it together. 

 

DAVID

Guess who I'm going out with? Kristie Regan!!! She's great! Really nice... and I think she's the one...if you know what I mean! Wink, wink...snort... snort...heave-ho!!! Dad said she could come with us skiing if she wanted, but she's spending Easter with her grandparents. 

 

SHAI

Kristie, huh? Bet she can't beat Zehava, my golden beauty. I wish my parents would take her with us to Egypt, but they're not so crazy about her...she's Sephardic. Her parents are Morrocan. My folks are so old fashion. They just don't get it. We love each other. 

 

DAVID

Talkin ‘bout Morroco. You know, I’m not political or nothing, but at my school they had this Arab group talk and hand out things. You know, I talked to them and everything and they made lots of sense. How come you guys are so unfair to the Arabs? I mean, we were once slaves in Egypt and everything... First you come in and kick them out of their homes, take over Jerusalem, won't make peace with your neighbors, then---

SHAI

David, what are you talkin’ about? Didn't I just tell you we just had a bomb attack? Don't you know you're getting fed Arab propaganda? Do you know how many Arabs and Arab countries are surrounding us? Don't you---

 

DAVID

Listen, I gotta go. My parents just got home, and I'm supposed to be using this computer for homework. Take care, bye. Oh yeah, I almost forgot, I'm comin’ to Israel this summer with some tour type of thing. I can hardly wait to see you. Bye. . .  Dave 

 

SHAI

It's great news you are coming to Israel. Maybe I can show you what it's really like. And, dearest cousin, have I got a surprise for you. I'm comin’ to visit you, too. Shalom...and I mean it, really. . . Shai. 

 

From the back of the room, The Mad Zionist Professor appears. He resembles Albert Einstein, speaks with the a foreign accent and acts like the inventor from "Back To The Future." 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

Zionism...a return to the promised homeland...the land of the convenant... the land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob...the land where Moses's successor Joshua led the Israelites...the land of Kings Saul, David and Solomon...the land of the Holy Temple in the Holy City of Jerusalem. . . Was is not Theordore Herzl who said, "If you will it, it is not a dream”?  ”To live as a free people in our land...the land of Zion and Jerusalem" is it not written in our national anthem?  "As long as deep in the heart the soul of a Jew yearns And towards the east he looks to Zion Our hope is not yet lost, The hope of two thousand years To be a free people in our land The land of Zion...Jerusalem."  And was it not Hillel Halkin who said to his Diaspora friend, “Why don’t you really come home?" 

 

 

STORYTELLER

And so, as summer approached, the cousins prepared for their summer journeys.

 

On both sides of the stage, suitcases are placed on the respective chairs. The girlfriends are handing items to the boys during the following inter-cut dialogue. 

 

Both Kristie and Zehava hold up kipot (skullcaps)

 

KRISTIE AND ZEHAVA

What's this for? 

 

DAVID AND SHAI

You never know. 

 

 

 

DAVID

I think I need it at the Kotel. 

 

KRISTIE

The what? 

 

SHAI

I think I need it for Friday night services.

 

 

SHAI

You're going to services there?  I think so...but get this: They play organ music and do Israeli dances.

 

ZEHAVA

Mah pitom?  

 

Kristie and Zehava each hold up a container of pills. 

 

KRISTIE AND ZEHAVA

What's this for? 

 

DAVID AND SHAI 

I hear the food goes right through you.

 

 

KRISTIE AND ZEHAVA

Aren't you afraid of getting killed? 

 

DAVID

Nah, I hear we always have these guys with guns wherever we go.  Anyway I have my pocket knife. 

 

SHAI

Yes.   I’m very concerned.  I hear they shoot tourists there. 

 

ZEHAVA

So just pretend your parents are yoradim and you'll be safe.

 

KRISTIE

When you get to Jerusalem, will you buy me a cross? 

 

ZEHAVA 

How many CD's are you going to bring me? 

 

The Mad Zionist Professor pops up in another unusual place with diagram chart in hand. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

There are numerous models to examine in the area of Israeli / Diaspora relations. For today's lesson, I have prepared the following diagrams to illustrate what I feel are some of the concepts worth interrupting this play for. 

 

He holds up a picture with an inner circle labeled "Israel" and numerous other circles evenly surrounding the center. In each other surrounding circle a single letter is placed spelling D-I-A-S-P-O-R-A. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

As you can see, in this diagram, Israel is at the center of all Diaspora Jewry. The Diaspora revolves around Israel. There is a natural gravitational pull towards, Israel, the center. The center then becomes the focus of the Jewish religion...culture...and arts. If illuminated, it actually could be the light unto all nations, including those who are still dispersed. Now, if I add arrows going in this direction. . . 

 

He draws arrows in one color from the center, Israel, off towards each surrounding circle. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

In theory, then, Israel can lead world Diaspora Jewry and give it strength.  

 

He now draws arrows in another color going from the surrounding circles back to Israel (in the center). 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

On the other hand, some deem it necessary for the Diaspora Jewry to guide Israel in its path. If the diaspora supports Israel financially, politically, and with its moral support, should it not guide the newborn state in a more experienced way? Have they not the objectivity to lead Israel in its inner fight for true democracy, pluralism, and a peace seeking relationship with its neighbors? 

 

He now draws a different color circle to the side and points all arrows towards it. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

Of course, we could reconsider the Uganda Plan and draw up a new set of diagrams. 

 

STORYTELLER

It was agreed that in the beginning of the summer David, the cousin from the City of Diaspora would first come to visit Shai, his cousin in the Country of Eretz Yisrael 

 

SHAI

How was the flight? 

 

DAVID

Long . . . 

 

SHAI

What do you think of Israel? 

 

DAVID

Hot.

 

SHAI

Want to go out? 

 

DAVID

What kind of car to you have? 

 

SHAI

Nike...with air pumps. 

 

 

David and Shai pantomime walking in the center stage area.

 

STORYTELLER

And as they walked, David was bombarded with new, strange sensations, There were different foods. 

 

ISRAELI #1

Pita! Humous!  Falafel! 

 

ISRAELI #2

Schwarma!  Shaslik!  Kabob! 

 

ISRAELI #3

Bamba!  Beasley!  Skippy peanut butter! 

 

STORYTELLER

Exotic locations. . . 

 

ISRAELI #1

Masada, Dead Sea, Tel Aviv... 

 

ISRAELI #2

 

Sfat, Kneneret, Golan... 

 

ISRAELI #3

Sde Boker, Negev, Burger King! 

 

STORYTELLER

 

And the people... 

 

ISRAELI #1

Hey move! Look out! Come on! 

 

ISRAELI #2

Open your bag! You got a gun? Stay put and wait here!  Security!!! 

 

ISRAELI #3

You Jewish? Are you sure you're Jewish? Is your mother Jewish?  Good... now have I got a place for you to spend Shabbat dinner. . .

 

SHAI

 

So what do you say? 

 

DAVID

You wanna go to MacDonalds? 

 

The Mad Zionist Professor pops up. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

Now another model that some people consider to be relevant and applicable to modern day diaspora and Israeli Jewry is... 

 

He holds up a diagram of two spheres, slightly overlapping in the center. One sphere is labeled Israel, the other Diaspora and the middle overlap area is labeled Judaism. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

..the "two sphere religious overlap theory." With this concept, Israel and the Diaspora remain separate with the only overlapping link being religion. The religious ties that bind these people together are belief in one G-d, Torah, mitzvot, belief in the Messiah, resurrection, world to come, and the building of the third Temple. Unfortunately, with this theory we have found only two people who agree in principle to this united concept, but they won't speak to each other. For the most part, Judaism as a religion is observed in as many different ways as there are Jews in the world. The only one common denominator is...that they all feel they are correct. 

 

STORYTELLER

David returned to his city of Diaspora a bit overwhelmed, confused over his Jewish identity and a bit unsure of his relationship to his cousin’s country of Eretz Yisrael...but he did enjoy his Big Mac. Now it was country cousin Shai's turn to experience the unknown...David's city of Diaspora. 

 

 

DAVID

 

How was the flight? 

 

SHAI

Duty free was great! 

 

DAVID

What do you think of Diaspora? 

 

SHAI

It looks like TV.

 

DAVID

Want to go out? 

 

SHAI

Is it safe? 

 

DAVID

Is the Pope Jewish? 

 

SHAI

Huh? 

 

 

David and Shai sit in two chairs pretending to be in a car.

 

STORYTELLER

And as they drove, Shai was bombarded with new, strange sensations. There were different foods. 

 

DIASPORA #1

 

Bacon! Cheeseburgers! Pigs in a blanket!

 

DIASPORA #2

Crab! Shrimp! Sauteed frog legs! 

 

DIASPORA #3

Humous! Tehina! Falafel! Okay, so I left...what's the big deal? 

 

STORYTELLER

Exotic locations. . . 

DIASPORA #1

Beautiful beaches... 

 

DIASPORA #2

Amazing amusement parks...

 

 

DIASPORA #3

Magnificent malls! 

 

STORYTELLER

 And the people... 

 

DIASPORA #1

Pssst. . .  wanna score some dope? 

 

DIASPORA #2

Hi. . . What’s your sign.?

 

DIASPORA #3

You're Jewish. . . really. Wow! From Israel? Wow. . . what a rush! I heard that you could accept Jesus and also be a Jew. . . 

 

DAVID

So what do you say? 

 

SHAI

You wanna go to MacDonalds? 

 

 

The Mad Zionist Professor appears once again and has another diagram.

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

And of course, there is a third diagram for today's lesson.  

 

He holds up two distant circles one labeled Diaspora and one labeled Israel. 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

This model depicts two separate entities...the Diaspora Jewish communities and the land of Israel. Here, as we see, there is no connection between the two. They are truly two worlds apart. A sad statement but possibly an uncomfortable truth to contemplate. 

 

STORYTELLER

And so Shai returned to his land of Eretz Yisrael, a bit overwhelmed, confused over his national identity and a bit unsure of his relationship to his cousin's City of Diaspora...but he, too, did enjoy his Big Mac. 

 

The Two Cousins are back at their respective desks and computers. 

 

DAVID

Dear Cuz. . . 

School's started and life is back to crazy times. I broke up with Kristie, but there's this new cool girl in town.,.Suli. . . she's Hindu or Moslem or something. She's real exotic. I’ye gotten accepted at Mount St. Mary's University. It's far enough from my folks so I can do what I want. You know, be who I want to be and all. Hey, it was great spending time with you this summer. Maybe we can do it again real soon, huh? 

 

SHAI

Dear David, 

I'm sorry I haven't e-mailed you in awhile but I've got some bad news... 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

Bad news from Israel! What's the point? Please no melodramatics! No stories of war, of terrorism, of double-digit inflation!!! I call for a rewrite!!! Author!!!! Rewrite!!! 

 

SHAI

Dear David, 

It sounds like things are working out for you. It was great in the city of Diaspora. I can hardly wait to come back. In fact, my family's thinking of leaving Israel and joining you . . . 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

Leaving Israel!!! Joining the diaspora!!! What is your message? What are you trying to convey? Rewrite!!! I call for a rewrite!!! 

 

SHAI

Dear David, 

To quote a friend why don't you really come home? 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

Ah now there's a message to contemplate. 

 

David and Shai make eye contact and the moment lingers David shuts off his computer and walks away. Shai shakes his head dejectedly and also walks off. Both in different directions... 

 

STORYTELLER

And so, the two cousins, one from the City of Diaspora and one from the Country of Eretz Yisrael, each went their own way. One, with roots deeply planted in the soil, and one...who, as percentages seem to tell us, will most likely drift off into oblivion? The question still remains: Is the bridge too far? Is the water too deep? Are the metaphors and cliches too heavy handed? 

 

MAD ZIONIST PROFESSOR

He jumps up from behind the audience and yells--

Rewrite!!!! 

AUTHOR'S NOTES 

 

Once again, this is a simply staged piece with minimal sets, props and costumes. Lines are always better memorized, but scripts can obviously be used if necessary. 

 

This play is intended to open up a can of worms. The following ideas are addressed within the confines of the play: 

Secular environments -Easter vacation 

Religious observances -orthodox, traditional, empty, secular Inter-dating... inter-marriage Sephardic/Ashkenazi tension 

Misinformation in diaspora about middle-east 

Arab countries propaganda in western countries various reactions to terroism Zionism Aliya 

Israeli reactions to Reform/Liberal Judaism practices and customs 

Double standards regarding Israeli/Diaspora religious practices Safety issues in Israel 

Yoradim (Israelis living outside of Israel) 

Various definitions of the attempted Israeli/Diaspora relationship 

Tourist or teen tour impressions of Israel 

Stereotypes of Israelis and diaspora Jews 

The westernization of Israel (Macdonalds, Nike, materialistic values, etc.) 

Is religion a unifying or separting factor in diaspora/lsraeli relations 

. . . and the list goes on. 

 

*****************************

"Leave your land, your relatives and your father's home for the land that I will show you. And I will make a great nation of you and make your name so great that it will be used for blessings. So Abram departed as G-d had 

told him..."  (Genesis 12:1-4)

 (to Isaac) "Reside in this land and I will be with you and bless you; surely I will give all these lands to you and your offspring, fulfilling the oath that I swore to your father Abraham." (Genesis 26:3)

 

(To Jacob) "I am the G-d of your father Abraham and the G-d of Isaac. the land on which you are lying will be given to you and to your descendants." (Genesis 28:13) 

 

One may compel his entire household to go with him to Midinat Yisrael, none may be compelled to leave it...Living in Midinat Yisrael equals the performance of all the commandments of the Torah... 

---Talmud 

 

Eretz Israel is not something apart from the soul of the Jewish people; it is no mere national possession, serving as a means of unifying our people and buttressing its material, or even its spiritual, survival. Eretz Israel is part of the very essence of our nationhood, it is bound organically to its very life and inner being. 

---Rav Abraham Kook

Building a Bridge
· The whole concept behind a mifgash program is to begin the process of building bridges between Jews in the Diaspora and in Israel. This activity not only transforms this metaphor into reality, it provides the participants with an opportunity to interact with one another. It also allows the participants to observe and analyze different styles of communication and leadership within the group in a fun, competitive way. 

· Note: This activity may be best suited for hadracha/leadership groups or staff training seminars for mifgash programs where Diaspora and Israeli madrichim are involved. 

Materials: a full set of Legos, Instruction Sheets, Observer Sheets, rulers, pens

Length: 60-90 minutes 

Group Size: 30 

Preparation: Before beginning the activity ask for enough volunteers that there will be one in each subgroup. Try to have an even number of Diaspora and Israeli volunteers. Pull these people aside and give them a copy of the Instruction Sheet and the Observer Sheet. Tell than that their role during the program is to observe the interactions between the members in their subgroup. They are not to show anyone else the Observer Sheet, reveal what their role is, nor are they permitted to participate in the building of the bridge. 

Procedure: 

Done in small mixed groups 
1. Break the group up into five mixed subgroups of no more than six participants. Tell the subgroups that they are each going to receive instructions to build a bridge out of Lego. Instruct the groups that they have 20 minutes to go over the instructions and to create a strategy to build their bridge, following the instruction sheet. Tell them that this is only practice time and that the real competition will take place with absolutely no talking. 

2. Hand each subgroup a copy of the instruction sheet. And give them 20 minutes to develop their strategies. 

3. Instruct the groups to disassemble any practice models they may have built and to totally mix up the Lego pieces. (You may need to help them with that part.) 

4. Watching your clock, start the competition, reminding the groups that they are not allowed to talk. The competition ends when the last group has built its bridge. 

Done as full group 
6. Give the whole group the opportunity to get up and take a look at the handiwork of their competitors and then instruct them to sit back down within their subgroups. 

7. Ask the "observers" to stand up and move to the group to their left. They are to count the points of this new group following the points system on the Instruction Sheet. The group with the most points wins. 

8. Ask the "observers" to relay their responses to the Observer Sheets to the members of their original subgroups. 

Guidelines for Discussion:

· Were there differences in body language between the Israelis and Diasporaniks? 

· Were there differences in leadership styles? 

INSTRUCTION SHEET FOR BUILDING A BRIDGE 

You are instructed to build a bridge out of Lego pieces. In order to succeed in this competition, pay close attention to the following points:

Length of the Bridge:​​​​____________________________________________________________
(For every 2 ½ cm. in the length of the bridge your group will receive 25 points. 

(If the length exceeds 25 cm., your group will receive 50 points for each additional 2 ½ cm. 

(The length of the bridge will be calculated by the length between the closest supporting 

beams. 

Height of the Bridge:____________________________________________________________

(If the height of the bridge is 10 cm. or more, your group will not receive any points. 

(If the height of the bridge is between 8-10 cm., your group will have to pay 100 

points. 

(If the height of the bridge is less than 8 cm., the group is disqualified. 

(The height is measured from the center of the bridge. 

Number of Blocks:_______________________________________________________________

(For every bridge which exceeds 40 blocks, your group will lose 10 points. 

(For every bridge under 40 blocks, your group will gain 20. 

Size of the Blocks:_______________________________________________________________
(For every small block used, the group will receive 20 points. 

(For every medium sized block, the group will gain 15 points. 

(For every large block used, the group will receive 10 points. 

Construction Time:______________________________________________________________ 
(For every minute under three minutes, your group will receive 100 points. 

(For every minute over three minutes, your group will lose 100 points. 

Good Luck!
Instructions for the Observer 

You are instructed to observe the work of the group during the preparation period and the competition. Pay attention to the following points. 

Preparation: ___________________________________________________________________

· In your opinion, was the group's preparation for the exercise done correctly? 

· During the preparation time, did the group establish a distribution of work for the competition? 

· Was leadership easily established within the group or was there a competition for leadership? 

· Did all of the members of the group actively participate in the preparation? 

Competition:___________________________________________________________________

· You are the judge of the group. Keep track of the time and make sure that silence is observed during the competition. 

· Did all of the members of the group actively participate in the competition? 

· Did the members of the group cooperate with each other during the competition? 

· At the end of the competition you are responsible for calculating the points for the group according to the criteria on the accompanying page. 

group dynamics communication

Concentric Circles

 Materials: None

Length: 20-30 minutes 

Group Size: Any

Procedure: 

Done as full group or small mixed groups 

1. Split the group into Israelis and Diasporaniks. Have them form two concentric circles. Israelis in the inner circle, Diasporaniks in the outer circle, facing each other. (The ratio of participants should be no more than 2:1.) 

2. When the facilitator claps his/her hands, each set of pairs (or 3' s) speaks for approximately 2 minutes on a given topic. (The participants should always introduce themselves when they are speaking to a new person.) 

3. After 2 minutes, the facilitator claps his/her hands and the outer circle moves one space to the right and begins a new conversation with the new person in front of them. 

4. Continue this process with a new topic each time until the outer circle returns to its original place. The inner circle does not move. 

Suggested Topics of Conversation: 

· Your name and its origin 

· Talk about your family 

· Talk about your city/neighborhood 

· Talk about your hobbies and interests 

· Talk about your school -most and least favorite subjects 

· Talk about what you do in your free time 

· .Favorite movie or book 

· Favorite band or song 

· Favorite holiday 

· Favorite place in Israel 

· Topic of your choice 

 

shabbat-friendly mifgash identity encounter

Famous Sites and Personalities in Jerusalem
Style: Index Cards

Suitable as a trigger only: 

As the participants or students enter the room, pin an index card onto their back. On each card is written the name of a famous site in Jerusalem and a short description. (Alternatively a picture of the place can be drawn). 

For up to five minutes, participants mill about, asking each other yes/no questions until they are able to work out what or who they are. Once someone guesses correctly, they pin the card to their chest and continue with other people. [Allow more time if you wish to continue.] 

Following this short trigger, they can pin the index cards onto a map of Jerusalem. 

Following is a list of sites and brief descriptions: 

· Kotel - last remaining remnant of the external Temple walls 

· Yad Vashem - memorial to the victims of the Shoa 

· David's Tower - Museum near Jaffa gate 

· Dome of the Rock - currently situated on the Temple Mount 

· Hebrew University - located on Mount Scopus 

· Mea Shearim - Ultra Orthodox neighbourhood 

· Old City - Ancient Walled City 

· David Ben-Gurion - First Prime-Minister of the State of Israel 

· King Solomon - Builder of the Holy Temple 

· King David - originator of the City of Jerusalem - 3000 years ago 

· Yemin Moshe - first modern neighborhood outside the Old City Walls 

· Knesset - Israeli Parliament 

· and the list goes on...... 

 

Variation

Variation of the same game is to half the names on the index cards and instead of asking yes / no questions to each other they have to search for their other half. For example: 

Yad / Vashem
David / Ben Gurion 
This is also only suitable as a trigger and as a good way to split participants up into pairs for a further activity. 

Redefining Zionism
 

1)
Review the four classical Zionist platforms and brainstorm what you agree / disagree

 
with. 

2) 
How does your group define Zionism? Is Zionism still a relevant term? Is it an out of date

 
dinosaur? 

3) 
Is Israel still the center of the modem day Jewish nation? Should it be? 

4) 
Is aliyah the ultimate fulfilment of 

a) 
Zionism? 

b) 
Judaism?

c) 
A modern day diaspora Jew? 

5) 
Is the need to use Israel as a base for Jewish identity (especially with youth) outdated?  Why / why not? Is the money better spent on local Jewish education? 

6) 
If diaspora Jews send money to support the State of Israel should they have a say in: 

· How the money is spent? 

· Israeli politics?

· Israel's attitude towards diaspora Jews?

· The “Who is a Jew” issue?

7) 
Is it easier to be the Jew you want to be in Israel or your own diaspora community? 

8) 
If Israel is truly the Jewish homeland should all Jews have to serve in the Israeli military? 

9) 
Draw a diagram of how you see or determine Israel/Diaspora relations.

 

Defining Zionism

 

OPENING TRIGGERS—4  performers

PLATFORM ONE 

Zionism... the ingathering of the exiles... the return to the Jewish homeland... the controller of our own destiny. Think—to be the majority, not the minority, to create a country like all others but of Jewish people. The foundation has been laid. The infrastructure is in place. The economy has grown. Now is the time to make your move. 

Don't be a stranger in a strange land. Your ancestors are not Australian, they are Jewish. Beyond Poland, Russia,. Hungary, Eastern Europe, even South Africa, their homeland is that of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. King Saul, David and So1omon, Judah Macabee, Rabbi Hillel and Bar Kochba. Come home and take control of your destiny. Some say anti-Semitism is no longer an issue.  It is no longer a reason to leave your homes. Yet it was just a few months ago that a gunman went mad in a Jewish Community Center in Los Angeles. Nor was it so long ago that an Israeli Embassy was bombed, an airport threatened, or a neo nazi ring uncovered. Do not be fooled. We may not have horns but we are different. But this is not your concern. You have the power to turn the tables. 

PLATFORM TWO 

The purpose of every Jew is to fulfill the Brit—the covenant made by Avraham and G-d. To be more numerous than the grains of the sand in the land as promised to our forefathers. Whilst one may wait for the Moshiach, most of us feel that it was G-d's will in 1948 with the creation of the State of Israel. How can we observant Jews not fulfill this mitzvah of living in the Holy Land—to be in Eretz Yisrael for the Chagim, to hear the siren before Shabbos, to live a full rhythm of Jewish life in the land of our heritage.  Walk in the footsteps of our ancestors. We have at our fingertips the mysticism of Safed, the holiness of Jerusalem, the frequent moments of peace at the Kotel. Jewish identity is not an issue in the land of Israel. Jewish choices are. But for those of us who want to live an observant lifestyle it is a piece of cake... kosher of course. We can finally live a holistic Jewish lifestyle in a Jewish country we can be at one with ourselves with our faith and with our lifestyle in our own Jewish nation—there is no religious reason why we should not be living in the modem state of Israel, yet there are so many religious reasons why we should be living in Eretz Israel. DON'T SAY NEXT YEAR TN JERUSALEM. SAY NOW, TODAY IN JERUSALEM.

PLATFORM THREE 

Not everyone has to live in Israel. It is just not realistic nor practical. Judaism is a religion and culture that belongs to a people that have been scattered for almost 2000 years. It does not make sense now, that after all this time, we must regroup in one land. \\'hy? But we Jews as a people need a center—a focal point. Israel should be this modem cultural center of Jewish activity and thought. Advanced learning, the arts, Jewish creativity, spirituality, world wide Jewish political stances should all emanate from the center of the Jewish world, Israel. Youth group world offices, Jewish educational materials, social values and ethics should come from the leadership of the Israeli Jew who will be able to properly and objectively guide the worldwide diaspora Jews. Continued visits to Israel will allow diaspora Jews to feel revitalized as Jews and will provide them with enough energy to continue their Jewish identity in a non Jewish environment. 

PLATFORM FOUR 

We are the new Jews. We are not pawnbrokers, nor pushcart hawkers, nor hunched-over rabbis. We are not weak. We stand tall. We are self-sufficient. We take care of our own. Come be one of us, one of your fellow Jews in the Jewish state. Put your energy, your work, your family in the natural place for you to grow and fulfill your destiny—Israel.  Some of us work the land.  Most of us work our minds, but the ultimate benefit is for the State. When there are issues at our borders, we are there to defend ourselves. We have socialized medicine, education, welfare. A1though we have moved beyond a kibbutz-based economic system we continue to explore forms of communal existence as Jews living in a Jewish homeland exploring what is the meaning of being a modern Israeli Jew. All Jews from the diaspora belong with us in this modern day exploration is this modern day Jewish homeland. STAND UP AND BE COUNTED! 

“Tourists”

· Yehuda Amichai' s poem portrays the stereotyped image of the tourist in Israel as seen through the eyes of an Israeli. By reading through this poem together, the mifgash group can discuss their relationship to each other and to Israel. 

· The first stanza presents a critical view of the behavior of the tourists who are not sensitive to the inhabitants of the land they are visiting. The second stanza is a plea to the foreigner to turn his/her attention away from the ruins of past civilizations to the commonplace people of the present. The second stanza in particular can be used to introduce the essence of any mifgash program. 

Note: Recommended for college students or mifgashim staff training seminars. 

Materials: Copies of "Tourists" by Yehauda Arnichai

Length: 20 minutes

Group Size: any

Procedure: 

Done as Full Group 
1. Ask for two volunteers to read the poem aloud to the entire group, once in English and once in Hebrew. 

Done in Small Mixed Groups 
2. Split up the group into subgroups of four, with an equal mix of Israelis and Diasporaniks. Give each subgroup a copy of "Tourists". 

3. Instruct the groups to read through the poem together using the questions below as a guide to their discussion. 

“Tourists" 
by Yehuda Amichai
1. So condolence visits is what they're here for, 

Sitting around at the Holocaust Memorial, putting on a serious face 

At the Wailing Wall, 

Laughing behind heavy curtains in hotel rooms. 

They get themselves photographed with the important dead 

At Rachel's tomb and Herzl's tomb, and up on Ammunition Hill. 

They weep at the prowess of our boys, 

And lust after our tough girls 

And hang up their underwear 

To dry quickly 

In cool blue bathrooms. 

2. Once I was sitting on the steps near the gate at David's Citadel and I put down my two heavy baskets beside me. A group of tourists stood there around their guide, and I became their point of reference. "You see that man over there with the baskets? A little to the right of his head there's an arch from the Roman period. A little to the right of his head." "But he's moving, he's moving!" I said to myself: Redemption will come only when they are told, "Do you see that arch over there from the Roman period? It doesn't matter, but near it, a little to the left and down a bit, there's a man who has just bought fruit and vegetables for his family." 

American-Israeli Cross-Cultural Reference Guide
 

	Israelis tend to see themselves as:
	Americans often see Israelis as:

	Informal
	Rude, familiar, inconsiderate, disrespectful, insubordinate, unprofessional

	Outspoken, direct, honest
	Tactless, rude, blunt, disrespectful, aggressive, stubborn, insubordinate

	Spontaneous, open, natural
	Out of control, intrusive, ill-mannered, unprofessional

	Hospitable, warm
	Smothering, intrusive, dominating

	Assertive
	Aggressive, arrogant, ruthless, stubborn

	Flexible about plans and schedules; casual about rules and regulations
	Inefficient, sloppy, unprofessional, undisciplined, arrogant, irresponsible, inconsiderate

	Creative, able to improvise
	Superficial, chaotic, undisciplined, unsystematic

	Active, taking initiative
	Insubordinate, pushy, undisciplined, intrusive, dominating, aggressive

	Self – confident
	Arrogant

	Willing to take risks
	Irresponsible, overconfident

	Wary, alert, realistic
	Cynical, distrustful


	 

	Americans tend to see themselves as:
	Israelis often see Americans as:

	Polite
	Insincere, artificial, lacking spontaneity, excessively formal

	Friendly
	Naïve, superficial, sexually provocative, artificial

	Respectful of privacy (theirs and yours)
	Distant, unfriendly, lacking spontaneity, shy, excessively formal

	Sharing personal concerns
	Tastelessly exposing private matters, unnecessarily revealing, intrusive

	Organized
	Rigid, “square,” inflexible, efficient at the expense of personal relationships, going by the book instead of improvising, focused of procedures instead of the task at hand

	Respectful of authority
	Passive, conforming, excessively formal, excessively mindful of hierarchy, focused on roles, rather than goals, fryer (Hebrew slang for “sucker” or “pushover”)

	Professional
	Arbitrarily differentiating between work and social spheres, excessively formal

	Efficient
	Arbitrarily differentiating between work and social spheres, unfriendly, overly programmed, lacking spontaneity

	Trusting and trustworthy
	Naïve


Reprinted from Border Crossings: American Interactions with Israelis, by Lucy Shahar and David Kurz, Intercultural Press, 19915

 

