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Record number attend 
Asper Washington trip

Foundation Human Rights and 
Holocaust Studies Program

 Hamilton’s Jewish com-
munity has participated in the 
bi-annual program since 2001. 
In 2005, for the first time, four 
students from Hamilton’s Black 
community participated in the 
trip. This year, a record 57 stu-
dents took part in the program, 
40 of whom were recruited by the 
community’s Asper Foundation 
chair, Madeleine Levy and UJA 
Federation staff member, Elaine 
Levine, from the Hamilton Went-
worth Public and Catholic school 
boards and from Hamilton-
based SISO, Settlement and In-
tegration Services Organization. 

 The total cost for this am-
bitious program was $68,000.  
However, through the generos-
ity of the Asper Foundation, 
Hamilton Jewish Federation, 
Erwin Jacobs Jacob’s Endow-
ment Fund, Paratus Investor’s 
Corporation, RBC Founda-
tion, ScotiaBank, TD Canada 
Trust, BMO Bank of Montreal, 
Hamilton Wentworth District 
School Board, Hamilton Went-
worth Catholic District School 
Board, SISO and Effort Trust 
this program was made possible.  

 To ensure that this vital 
program has the financial re-
sources to continue to reach out 
to Hamilton’s students in the 
future, the funds raised from 
the Perlasca Tribute, organized 
by Ms. Levy and philanthropist 
Mary Romeo, as part of FestIta-
lia (an astonishing $48,000) was 
placed in a UJA Federation man-
aged endowment fund, whose 
sole purpose is to ensure the 
participation of children from 
outside the Jewish community.

 Ms. Levy had no difficulty 
convincing both the Hamilton 
Wentworth District Public and 
Catholic School Boards to help 
with recruitment. “They saw it 
as an extraordinary opportunity 
for anti-racism, human rights 
and Holocaust education”, she 
said. This program is all about 
transformation.  They believed 
in this program so strongly, that 
six teachers from the Public and 
Catholic school boards were se-
lected to be chaperones on the trip.

While other Canadian 
communities focused their re-
cruitment efforts on one par-
ticular school, we were more 
interested in issues of equity 
and access and a broad spec-
trum of school representation. 

 The response from the stu-
dents was overwhelming and 
eighteen area high schools par-

On Sunday, May 27, 57 stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds 
and schools in the Hamilton area 
will assemble at Temple Anshe 
Sholom for a graduation ceremo-
ny marking an experience they 
have all shared. As part of the cer-
emony each student will receive a 
Memorandum For Personal Re-
sponsibility that will serve as a 
contract between them and their 
consciences and a reminder that 
they have a personal responsibili-
ty towards the world community. 

The students will have 
recently returned from a life-
changing experience: A trip to 
the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum in Washington, 
D.C., made possible through a 
partnership between the Ham-
ilton Jewish Federation and 
the Asper Foundation Human 
Rights and Holocaust Studies 
Program. David Asper, Executive 
Vice President of CanWest Glob-
al Communications Corp. and 
Chairman of the National Post, 
will be on hand, representing the 
Asper family to present each stu-
dent with their Memorandum.  

The Asper Foundation Hu-
man Rights and Holocaust Stud-
ies Program was founded in 1997 
in Winnipeg. Conceived as a pro-
gram to promote tolerance and 
sensitize Canadian high school 
students to the consequences of 
racism, in 2000 it became a na-
tional initiative inclusive of stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds. 
The Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights, scheduled to open 
in 2010 in Winnipeg, was in-
spired and motivated by the ex-
traordinary impact of The Asper 

UJA Campaign results

Despite record-set-
ting results, the total dol-
lars available for allocation 
to local agencies with be 
down in the coming year.

Looking at the combined 
results of the UJA 2007 
regular and Israel Emer-
gency Campaigns, it is clear 
that our community raised 
more total dollars than in 
any previous year in our 
history. Nevertheless, there 
will be less available for al-
location in the coming year.

In this difficult year, 
several major donors chose 
to put their greater empha-
sis on the Israel Emergency 
Campaign while decreasing 
their support locally. Several 
other corporate accounts, 
for various reasons, were just 
unable to support the local 
campaign at the level they 
had in previous years. As a 
result, this year’s UJA cam-
paign will close slightly over 
$1 Million and the Israel 
Emergency Campaign will 
close a bit over $500,000.

The exact dollar amount 
available for allocation will be 
determined following the last 
few transactions related to 
transfer of appreciated stocks 
and the recovery of costs 
related to the Israel Emer-

gency Campaign. Due to the 
reduced amount available 
for allocation, all the local 
beneficiary agencies were in-
formed and asked to plan for 
the coming year with a likely 
reduction in UJA dollars.

The allocation process 
itself recognizes the vital im-
portance of the work done 
by our local agencies and 
is looking for every way to 
minimize the impact this 
temporary shortfall will have 
on local service providers. 
The community needs to 
appreciate that a shortfall 
in the UJA campaign may 
mean fewer dollars available 
for Jewish Social Services 
Emergency Relief, fewer 
dollars to support local im-
migrant aid,  fewer dollars 
available to meet the grow-
ing needs of  Hamilton He-
brew Academy, Kehila, Beth 
Jacob and Temple afternoon 
schools and Midrasha He-
brew High. Other local pro-
grams affected include JCC, 
Holocaust Education Com-
mittee, Israel Advocacy and 
Community Development.

Also affected is our ability 
to meet our national responsi-
bilities. United Israel Appeal, 
CIJA, Canada Israel Com-
mittee, the National Jewish 
Campus Life initiative, Birth-

right and Jewish Immigrant 
Aid do tremendous work on 
behalf of our community. 
We have always understood 
our commitment to pay our 
fair share of national collec-
tive responsibility as sacred. 
This year, we will need to ad-
just to the reality a reduced 
campaign presents to us.

Over the past five years, 
our community has delivered 
a steady result of campaign 
growth. Campaign leader-
ship recognizes that this year’s 
result is an anomaly, created 
primarily by the Emergency 
Campaign. Looking forward 
to 2008, there is every in-
dication that our commu-
nity will regain its campaign 
momentum and continue 
to deliver the resources re-
quired to ensure a vibrant 
Jewish life in Hamilton.

  Your support of the local 
UJA Campaign is vital to con-
tinuing the wonderful work 
and traditions of our Hamil-
ton Jewish community. Your 
support of Israel in its time of 
need has been outstanding.

We can all be very proud 
of Hamilton’s contribution 
to Jewish life abroad and at 
home. We must now focus on 
our local needs to ensure our 
responsibilities at home can 
be met over the coming years.

Wendy Schneider, 
Elaine Levine, Madeleine Levy

Please see ASPER on page 2

Dollars available for allocation down from previous years

Pictured above is most of the Hamilton delegation of 68 who participated in the Asper Foundation Human Rights 
and Holocaust Studies trip to the United States Holocaust  Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. in early May

Gerald Fisher



On May 27, Dr. David 
Somer, a former president of both 
the Hamilton Academy of Den-
tistry and the Ontario Dental 
Association, will be formally in-
stalled as President at UJA Feder-
ation’s Annual General Meeting.  

Somer, who has been act-
ing president for the last sev-
eral months, took some time 
recently to outline his vision 
for the community and discuss 
some of the challenges facing 
Federation in the coming year.

Eager to convey his admira-
tion for the community he now 
oversees, Somer opened the in-
terview by applauding Hamilton’s 
Jewish community “for their un-
precedented generosity over the 
last year, both in the Annual and 
the Emergency Campaigns. There 
was an emergency situation [last 
summer] and the community 

Envisions “vibrant community with a great future” 
responded amazingly well and 
should be proud of themselves 
for what they accomplished.”

Asked about his motivations 
for taking on this leadership role, 
Somer acknowledged that it had 
never been his ambition to become 
president. The very act of step-
ping up to the highest leadership 
position in the community has 
been empowering, however and 
Dr. Somer, describing himself as 
having “vision and energy”, makes 
it clear that he is up to the task. 
Elaborating on that vision, Somer 
said that he would like to involve 
more members of the community 
in Federation and JCC activities.  
He also hopes to continue the 
changes already in place at Federa-
tion that will see its board become 
more efficient and dynamic, by a 
tightened up committee structure.  

“We have a very active com-
mittee working with the Jewish 
Student Association at McMas-
ter to help make them feel less 
vulnerable on campus to verbal 
attacks on themselves and on Is-
rael. He also spoke with admira-
tion about the Federation’s Public 
Affairs Committee, which plans 
to meet in the next month or so 
with the new mayor of Hamilton 
and the new editor of the Ham-
ilton Spectator. “We are planning 
to participate in community-wide 

events as much as possible to show 
Hamilton we’re a vibrant commu-
nity that contributes to the vital-
ity of the city in which we live. 

Many of the challenges facing 
Federation are the same as those 
that previous generations of Fed-
eration presidents have grappled 
with: Raising enough funds to sus-
tain Jewish life in the community. 

 “A lot of local agencies are 
dependent on the generosity of 
Hamilton Jews to sustain their 
operations, including the Day 
and Afternoon schools, Jew-
ish Social Services, the JCC, 
to mention a few. These things 
are absolutely necessary to our 
community and the only way 
we can provide what’s needed is 
through our fundraising abilities.” 

Another challenge is the culti-
vation of the human resources need-
ed to implement positive action.

“Our children don’t tend 
to stay in our community. This 
presents a huge challenge. We’re 
a small Federation with limited 
fundraising capabilities and a lim-
ited pool of volunteers. I’d like to 
expand that pool of volunteers and 
to make it more a activist Jewish 
community to live in.”  But Somer 
was quick to praise community 
programs such as Camp Kadimah 
and the Walkathon, whose suc-
cess is testimony to strong lead-
ership coming from younger 
members of the community. 

Asked about the fu-
ture of the JCC, he said, “We 
spent a lot of time [in discus-
sion] over the last year or two.”

Currently a collaborative 
committee made up of representa-
tives from both the JCC and Fed-
eration are working on options in 
response to the recent community 
survey regarding the community’s 
desire to support a JCC. The com-
mittee, said Dr. Somer, is “hard at 
work.”   “We have a commitment 
to our Board that a solution will 
be found that will have the best 
interests of the Hamilton Jewish 
community in mind by June 30.” 

Somer summarized his views 
with the following statement: 
“The Hamilton Jewish commu-
nity has a long and distinguished 
history of charitable giving and 
community service. I would like 
to be able to build upon that base 
and expand it to be more inclu-
sive. I would also like to see more 
collaboration with the other local 
Jewish agencies including the syn-
agogues. We have already taken 
several steps in that direction and 
these efforts will be continued and 
expanded. Lastly. this is not really 
about me personally. We have a 
strong and committed Board, a 
dedicated executive director in the 
person of Gerry Fisher, talented 
and hard-working staff at the Fed-
eration, but mostly a vibrant Jew-
ish community which has a great 
future and believes in the spirit of 
Tikkun Olam – Heal the World.” 

Dr. David Somer

Federation President sees bright future

You are cordially invited to the
UJA Federation of Hamilton’s

Asper Foundation
Human Right and Holocaust 

Studies Program
Student Graduation

This is a celebration of community initiative in 
bringing a shared multi-cultural, school board 

wide supported collaboration of students, 
studying human rights and Holocaust education 

together. 

Sunday, May 27, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.
Temple Anshe Sholom

215 Cline Avenue North   Hamilton

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

David Asper
Executive Vice-President 

CanWest Global Communications Corporation
Chairman, National Post

UJA Federation Annual General Meeting
will be held prior at 6:15 p.m.

Refreshments following program
Kashrut observed

Thank you to our generous supporters:  The Asper Foundation, 
UJA Hamilton Jewish Federation, Erwin Jacobs Endowment Fund, 

Paratus Investor’s Corporation, Hamilton Wentworth District School 
Board, Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board, RBC 

Foundation, Effort Trust, ScotiaBank, TD Canada Trust, 
BMO Bank of Montreal 
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After twenty months of meetings, deliberations, studies and con-
sultations, the  future of the Hamilton JCC will be determined before 
June 30th.

What’s at stake is not whether or not there will be a JCC in Ham-
ilton.  According to UJA Federation President David Somer “There 
will always be an important function for JCC to perform in the provi-
sion of much needed programs and services. The issues for discussion 
are primarily around the future of the current venue and the possible 
integration of the agencies.”

The community study recently completed by consultants from 
United Jewish Communities (UJC) and the Jewish Community Cen-
ters Association (JCCA) revealed significant support for the general 
concept of a JCC with its own independent venue.  However, from 
a future planning perspective, there was less of a consensus around 
several key points including:

the future viability of the current site
the willingness of the philanthropic community to support either 
the re-development of the current site or the purchase of a new 
facility.
the willingness of the community to support a re-invigorated JCC 
with more memberships, fundraising and program support.

At this point, the joint JCC – Federation Collaborative Committee 
has narrowed the field down to two options for our community:

A total redevelopment of the existing site, including replacement 
of the current tennis  bubble with a permanent structure for of-
fices and better program and meeting space.
A decision to exit the current facility, eliminate existing liabilities, 
integrate the two agency staffs, work from leased office space and 
focus on strengthening  programming until sufficient financial 
support for a new facility is secured.

Option #1 will require major fundraising support. Option #2 will 
be complicated to implement and will also have significant associated 
costs. Details supporting both options are currently being developed 
and will be presented to the Collaborative Committee by month’s end. 

Whichever option is pursued, neither can be quickly implement-
ed.  However, what is important is that a decision will have been made 
after a full consultation with stakeholders. The community, at long 
last, will know where it is going on this important matter.

•
•

•

1.

2.

ticipated in the program with 
the most ethnically diverse 
group of students that ever 
participated in the program.

Hamilton’s delegation, the 
total number of which includ-
ing chaperones, was 68, was 
part of a 250-student Eastern 
Canada delegation from New-
foundland and Labrador, New 
Brunswick, Nepean, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Montreal and Windsor. 

 As preparation for the Wash-
ington trip, students were re-
quired to participate in 18 hours 
of educational sessions on Hu-
man Rights and Holocaust educa-
tion and devote 16 hours of their 
community service hours toward 
a program in the area of social 
justice. Among the most mov-
ing aspects of the sessions here in 
Hamilton, according to Ms. Levy, 
were presentations by a member 
of the Japanese Canadian com-
munity who had been interned 
in a Canadian concentration 
camp during WWII, a Rwandan 
genocide survivor and a Holo-
caust survivor from Hamilton.  

 On behalf of all the chap-
erones, Madeleine and Elaine 
reflect on how the students em-

braced the mandate of this pro-
gram with respect and sensitivity 
beyond our expectations.  “To see 
how these students changed from 
the day they first walked into the 
classroom to the time they board-
ed the bus to return to Hamilton 
has been truly inspirational and 
a life-changing experience for all. 
It gives us a great sense of hope 
for the future that these students 
took this journey together, bond-
ed as a group and now are com-
mitted to stand up and stand firm 
for global rights and freedoms.” 

 The graduation provides 
the students, on one hand, clo-
sure to the formal part of the 
program, and on the other hand, 
the sense that they are now be-
ginning a new life of greater 
understanding and tolerance

 The entire community is 
welcome to attend the gradu-
ation ceremony, which will 
take place on Sunday, May 
27 at 7:00 pm at Temple An-
she Sholom. Please join us as 
we recognize these outstanding 
young men and women.  Pho-
tos and student reflections will 
be posted on our website short-
ly,  at www.jewishhamilton.org.

ASPER  from page 2

Decision on JCC Imminent
Gerald Fisher

UJA Federation

Wendy Schneider



UJA Walkathon 2007

The Walkathon committee congratulates Omer Pinthus, 
age 9, from Kehila Jewish Community Day School for his 

winning design of the Walkathon T-Shirt Design Contest.

WANTED…Youth, Teens, Adults, Seniors
Join the excitement – Something for everyone

Bouncy Castle       Dunk Tank        Mascot       
Arts & Crafts        Games            Amazing DJ

New fundraising options      
Prize incentives for both youth and adults        

New Route

 Registration:  9:45 a.m. at the JCC
 Walk begins:   10:15 a.m.

 Delicious Kosher BBQ for all walk participants       

NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION
The first 30 youth and first 20 adults to register 

for the walk at www.jewishhamilton.org will 
receive a free Walkathon t-shirt. 

NEW ROuTE: can be viewed at our website!

Walk PROuD, Walk STRONG, 
Walk TOGETHER as a community

Funds raised will go to support the Northern Israel 
Recovery process and local uJA beneficiaries.

Don’t miss out on this fun filled day with your FAMILY!

 

Check website www.jewishhamilton.org for regular updates on the walk. 

Volunteers are needed - call Elaine Levine at 905-627-9933

For sponsorship information call Christine Nusca at 905-648-0605 ext. 306 3
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EDiTORiAL POLiCY
The HJN invites members 
of the community to 
contribute letters, articles 
or guest editorials. 
Written submissions and 
advertisements must be 
forwarded by the  deadline 
indicated in each issue. This 
newspaper reserves the 
right to edit, condense or 
reject any contribution for 
brevity or legal purposes. 

Deadline for submissions for 
the next edition  of the HJN 
is August 3, 2007.

Holocaust Education

5   Yom HaShoah and Holocaust Education 
          Committees hard at work.

Special Mentschen

11  A year of success and challenges for  
             the Dialogue Committee.

Special Mentschen

16  On becoming a Jew by Choice

     UJA Federation 2,4  JCC 10 
     Holocaust Education 5 Community 11 - 15
      Opinion 6   Feature 16
       National 7

This Issue

Walkathon 2007 Co-Chairs: 

Rachel Aleman and Yael Livingston

ERRATA:

In the last issue of the Hamilton Jewish News, an article 
on funding for Jewish Day Schools was mistakenly at-
tributed to Wendy Schneider. In actual fact, the article 
was written by Jonathan L. H. Schwartz, Education 
Policy Advisor for  Canadian Jewish Congress Ontario 
Region.

Federation Welcomes...
UJA Federation of 

Hamilton is delighted 
to welcome Kristine 
Stolar to our staff. Kris-
tine will be serve as Ad-
ministrative Assistant to 
the Executive Director.

Born in Ottawa, 
raised in Burlington, 
Kristine and her hus-
band, Mario Stolar, 
have three children. 

Kristine has had 
an extensive career 
with the government of Ontario, Ministry of Com-
munity and Social Services, where she helped ad-
minister programs for the disabled community. 

Kristine is looking forward to becoming 
more active in the jewish community while help-
ing the UJA/Federation towards achieving its goals.  

“I’m excited to be part of a team where ideas, ex-
perience and knowledge are openly shared and 
built upon”, she said about her new position.

Kristine Stolar

Some 5,000 Jewish youth from all over the world cur-
rently participating in study and work programs in Israel 
participated in a gala event in Jerusalem Thursday, May 10, 
launching Jerusalem’s celebration events of the 40th year 
of its reunification and celebrating the third year of MASA 
– Israel Journey, which organized the event.  To encourage 
students to study in Israel, MASA provides automatic grants 
ranging from $2,000 to $4,500 for people under thirty 
working or studying in Israel for at least 5 months, through 
the generous support of United Jewish Communities/the 
Federations of North America and Keren Hayesod-UIA.

5,000 Jewish youth on work 
and study programs in Israel 

photo by israel sun
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areas of expertise:

• Serious bodily injury
• Brain injuries
• Spinal injuries
• Paralysis
• Head/neck and back injuries
• Motor vehicle accidents
• No fault/accident benefits claims
• Slip and fall
• Malpractice
• Defective product injury

law associates

William Morris, Q.C. *

Michael J. Kemeny, B.A., LL.B.

Charles Flaherty, B.A., LL.B.

Stephen Sloan, B.A., LL.B.

Lawrence W. Hatfield, 
C.D.B.A. (Hons.) LL.B.

Tara L. Scaria, B.A., LL.B.

Sumitra Lagoo, B.A.  (HONS.), LL.B.

Pryamvada Varma, B.Sc. (HONS.), 

M.Sc., LL. B.

* certified as a specialist in civil litigation 
by the law society of upper canada.

HealtH professionals:

Jill M. Trites, O.T. Reg. (ONT.)
occupational therapist /rehabilitation 
services advisor.
Kathy Gaudun, R.N.
registered nurse/
rehabilitation services advisor.

the name associated with results

INJURED? ACCIDENT? KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

Qualified, experienced and successful 
Certified  specialists for over 45 years

905-526-8080
fax 905-521-1927

fREE INITIAl CONSUlTATION

Jewish Social Services 
What to do with gently used articles?
We at Hamilton Jewish Social Services are very fortunate to 
have such a caring community.  When someone no longer has 
need for furniture, household goods or clothing, they automati-
cally think of us.  While we appreciate this support, we have no 
place to store these goods, nor do we have a truck to pick up 
furniture. The organization Neighbour to Neighbour. is happy 
to take such items and can be reached at 905-574-1334.

Centrepieces for your Bar/Bar Mitzvah
Increase the meaning of your special day by taking part in 
the Tzedaka centrepiece project, filled with groceries that are 
needed for the Food Bank. JSS will provide cards that informs 
your guests that your simcha is providing meals for the Hamil-
ton Kosher Food Bank.  All money spent is tax receiptable. 

Attention Hungarian Survivors
There is financial assistance for Hungarian Survivors born 
before May 1945, whose income for a single person is below 
$23,483 or $31,487 for a couple.  Assets should not exceed 
$23,000 for a single person or $34,500 for a couple ( THIS 
DOES NOT INCLUDE A CAR OR A PRIMARY RESI-
DENCE.)  Eligibility is based on financial need and war time 
circumstances and location. The maximum amount anyone 
can receive in a twelve month period id $2,900.These funds do 
not apply to anyone from St. Petersburg or Moscow. For more 
information contact Benita Goldin at the Cummings Centre in 
Montreal, at 1-514-342-1234 ex 3096 or email benita@cum-
mingscentre.org.  If you would like an application mailed to 
you call Carol Krames 905-627-9922.  

JSS Theatre Club
The summer of 2007 includes six outstanding trips (all trips 
include orchestra seating at matinees and transportation) 
Schedule of Shows
Tuesday, June 5: To Kill a Mockingbird at Stratford. 
Cost $52;Thursday, June 28: Camelot  at the Hummingbird 
Theatre in Toronto. Cost $69. Wednesday,  July 4: Patsy Cline 
– A musical at Port Dover. Cost $42. Wednesday, August 8: 
Circus Soleil Avaia: The World’s greatest acrobats and Russia’s 
rarest horses at Niagara Falls, Ontario.  Cost $78.Thursday, 
September 6: Mac and Mabel at Niagara on the Lake; Cost 
$57; Thursday, October 18:  Oklahoma at Stratford; Cost 
$52.

UJA Federation

Hamilton Arab, Mus-
lim, & Jewish Dialogue Com-
mittee:  Year end summary

Almost one year ago the 
second Israel-Lebanon war seri-
ously challenged the Dialogue 
Committee’s relations, despite 
the committee’s initial successes.

The committee, formed 
after the horrible Police 
Board public hearing, has fol-
lowed these principles to guide 
our communities’ relations:  

1) Middle East events must 
not be allowed to impact on re-
lations between Hamilton’s Mus-
lim, Arab, and Jewish citizens.

2) We would not discuss 
Middle East politics or attempt 
to alter other’s political beliefs.

3) We would work with 
Hamilton media to promote 
voices of ‘reason’ to publicly 
‘drown out’ those voices of hate.

At a pro-Lebanese rally at 
City Hall last summer, the newly-
elected president of the Muslim 
Association of Hamilton, Mr. 
Ejaz Butt, added his voice of stri-

Past year brings a mix of successes and challenges for Jewish/Arab/Muslim Dialogue Committee
dency against Israel and Jews to 
some of the other vitriolic speak-
ers there.  Although he is not a 
member of the Dialogue Com-
mittee, his organization did vio-
late our committee’s principles.  
The Muslim and Arab Dialogue 
Committee members distanced 
themselves from Mr. Butt’s in-
volvement and comments, and 
Mr. Butt did not respond to re-
quests to meet with leaders of 
Hamilton Jewish Federation. 

Most of Hamilton’s media 
ignored the rally, fulfilling our 
goal of marginalizing those who 
promote hate.  An editorial in 
Hamilton Community newspa-
pers blasted those speakers who 
provoked hate, and then positive-
ly referenced the Dialogue Com-
mittee as the example of how our 
local communities should relate.

Our committee subsequently 
continued the planning for the 
Pearl/Ahmed event.  Almost 800 
people filled Hamilton Place in 
November, thanks to the generous 
financial sponsorship from many 
Hamilton businesses and indi-

viduals.  The Hamilton Spectator, 
a major contributor, also provid-
ed free advertising and logistical 
support.  The highlight was the 
multi-faith choir, comprised of 
elementary school children from 
Hamilton’s Muslim, Jewish, and 
Arab communities, led by Laura 
Wolfson and accompanied by   the 
volunteer services of the Hamilton 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra.  

The Dialogue Commit-
tee sponsored the second “Joint 
Executives” meeting in March, 
2006, hoping that if the leaders 
of our sponsoring organizations 
could become comfortable with 
each other, it would improve rela-
tions and the enhance willingness 
to work together, even if another 
Middle East crisis should occur.  
Future meetings will be planned. 

Prior to that “Joint Execu-
tives” meeting, Mr. Butt and his 
vice-president requested a meeting 
with Gerry Fisher, David Somer, 
and me.  They finally acknowl-
edged that their statements at the 
City Hall rally were hurtful, and 
incorrect. They apologized and 

‘promised’ this would not happen 
again.  We informed them that 
we have engaged other Muslim 
groups, with the help of our new 
committee member, SISO’s Exec-
utive Director, Morteza Jafarpour.

Our committee has also 
reached out to the leaders of 
McMaster’s Muslim and Jew-
ish Student Associations, hop-
ing to help them with some of 
the problems they each confront 
on campus.  We have offered to 
meet with organizations when 
university resumes in the fall.

On May 14, our commit-
tee met with the Spectator’s new 
editor-in-chief, David Estok, 
along with Howard Elliott, ex-
ecutive-editor.  Mr. Estok was 
knowledgeable and supportive 
of the Dialogue Committee’s ac-
tivities.  He promised to continue 
his predecessor’s, Dana Rob-
bins, support of our committee.

We were honoured that fol-
lowing negative publicity about 
racist acts against a McMaster 
University professor,  Dr. Peter 
George, McMaster University 

president, invited the Dialogue 
Committee members to meet 
with him “to support the Univer-
sity’s desire to work together to 
promote inclusion and respect”.  
We met with Dr. George and four 
of his associates immediately af-
ter the Spectator meeting.  They 
requested our committee’s input 
to help promote tolerance, anti-
racism, and to assist the moderate 
campus Jewish and Muslim stu-
dent groups. We discussed several 
concepts to promote inter-faith 
dialogue and inclusion, while 
marginalizing those groups which 
promote hate, and they will meet 
with us again to continue planning. 

Regardless of our divergent 
political views, the Dialogue 
Committee members and their 
supporting organizations will con-
tinue to promote harmonious re-
lations between our communities 
regardless of Middle East politics.

Sadly, a few members of the 
Jewish community who consis-
tently oppose the Dialogue Com-
mittee, attempted to have Fed-

Lorne Finkelstein, m.d.

Please see DIALOGUE on page 7

Commitment to dialogue remains strong
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At this year’s Yom HaShoah 
commemoration, community 
members filing into the Beth Ja-
cob foyer encountered something 
unexpected: a display made up 
of six narrow banners, inscribed 
with the names of murdered 
family members of Hamilton’s 
Holocaust survivors. The dis-
play, two years in the planning 
by Federation’s Yom HaShoah 
Committee, is called The Ham-
ilton and Area Memorial Project. 

“We wanted to have a perma-
nent display so people could see 
the names of their loved ones and 
allow family members to stand 
next to a memorial, light a candle 
and say a prayer,” said Gilda En-
nis, a member of the committee. 

In coming up with a design 
concept, committee members 
were faced with a number of 
challenges, including the need 
for the exhibit to be mobile. 

“Because the Yom HaShoah 

commemoration takes place on a 
rotating basis at each of the com-
munity’s synagogues,” said Ennis, 
“we had to think of a way to have a 
permanent memorial that would 
at the same time be portable.”

The solution came to 
Ennis in a fortuitous way. 

“I had seen these beautiful 
tall banners displayed at a medi-
cal conference at McMaster Uni-
versity.  The media was perfect 
for our idea.  It was portable and 
easy to store because it rolls up 
into its own canister, she said. 

Using banners would 
also allow the memorial to 
be displayed at other edu-
cational events, as needed. 

Over the last two years, the 
committee  put a call out to 
Hamilton area survivors to sub-
mit names of family members 
who perished in the Shoah. It 
also ran a small fundraising cam-
paign, hoping to raise sufficient 
funds to see the project through 

Remembering those we lost
Yom HaShoah Committee establishes Holocaust Memorial Project 
Wendy Schneider to completion. With funding 

commitments from a number of 
sources in place, a local graphic 
designer by the name of Michael 
Teglas was commissioned to cre-
ate six banners, one for each of 
the six million who were lost. 
Each banner is inscribed with a 
list of names as well as with an 
image of the sculpture that lies 
at the entrance of the JCC. The 
sculpture, entitled “Hope from 
Tragedy”, was sculpted in 1967 
by artist and McMaster profes-
sor George Wallace. Its image, 
appearing in bold colour on 
the first banner, becomes pro-
gressively more translucent on 
the banners that follow, serving 
as a powerful metaphor for the 
annihilation of the six million. 

“Most of the people who 
died in the Shoah didn’t have a 
headstone or a grave”, said Ennis, 
in further elaboration, adding, 

“The memorial serves as 
a headstone to give honour 

to those who died and at the 
same time give respect to those 
who survived. We are making 
the commitment to take action 
and be vigilant of other peoples’ 
plights and stand up and pro-
tect the rights of all mankind.” 

On the evening of this 
year’s Yom HaShoah commem-
oration, people were literally 
stopped in their tracks by the 
beauty and drama of the ban-
ners. Committee members stood 
by proudly. Their hope is that 
through this beautiful memo-
rial community members will 
be left with an important mes-
sage.  “We must continue to 

educate the world and ourselves 
and  to consider what role we 
have in this  world”, said Ennis.

“Our role is to act re-
sponsibly, be proactive and do 
things to help both Jews and 
non-Jews so that that memo-
rial has an importance beyond 
just remembering the names.”

In acknowledgement that 
many names were left off the 
banner lists, the Yom Ha Shoah 
committee has commissioned 
a seventh banner. Community 
members with more names to 
add are asked to contact Gil-
da  Ennis at 905-628-4684. 

Summer Cottage For Rent

Waterfront cottage on Lake Simcoe available for rent 
on a weekly basis anytime during July or August 2007. 
Ninety minute drive from Hamilton area. Sleeps 10. 
Call 905-628-0058

The Holocaust Education 
Committee of UJA Federation 
presented its 9th annual Stu-
dent Seminar on Holocaust 
Education on Tuesday, May 1st 
at Mohawk College in front of 
an unprecedented 950 people.  
This is the first time in the his-
tory of the program that every 
high school in both the Pub-
lic and Catholic boards par-
ticipated.  Three schools out-
side the Hamilton-Wentworth 
boards were also represented.

For the second consecutive 
year, Aaron Orkin, a McMaster 
graduate student, was the key-
note speaker. An experienced stu-
dent of Holocaust Studies, Orkin 
impressed his young audience 
with the depth of his knowledge 
and passion about the subject. 
Following the presentation,   stu-
dents were divided into smaller 
groups, where they heard testi-
mony from one of 17 survivors.  

 Student feedback, said 
UJA Federation coordinator, 
Elaine Levine,  stressed the need 
for the program to continue

Typical of feedback was the 
following statement. “Thank 
you, we cannot get this educa-
tion from a textbook. I will be 
sure to tell future generations I 
spoke to a Holocaust Survivor”.

 Event chair, Suzanne Gold-
flus feels that Holocaust Edu-
cation is crucial today as it is 
hard for many of our youth to 
grasp the severity of the events 
that led up to the Holocaust 
and the aftermath left behind.  

“I felt honored to have 
been given the opportunity 

Pictured above are some of the survivors who shared their painful 
memories at the Holocaust student seminar held at Mohawk College.

Student seminar on Holocaust
Annual student seminar attended by unprecedented 950

of chairing the event and was 
greatly touched by the reactions 
of the students at the comple-
tion of the symposium.  I feel 
we made a great impact on the 
950 students in attendance and 
can’t wait for next year’s event!”

 Thank you to the Holocaust 
Education Committee (HEC) 
for their ongoing support. Spe-
cial thanks to committee and 
community volunteers that 
helped on the day to make the 
program an outstanding success:

 Aaron Orkin, Nadia Rosa, 
Suzanne Goldflus, Dennis 
Nash, Judy Schwartz, Madeleine 
Levy, Archie Lieberman, Willy 
Steen, Monte Levy, Ryan Gold-
flus, Dalia Kriszenfeld, Denise 
Calman, Steve Azmier, Doris 

Schulman, Sharon Woolfson, 
Lila Strub, Ilana Klinghoffer, 
Yolaine Saabas, Sarah List and 
Shayna List.  The Holocaust 
Education Committee’s  mis-
sion statement  reads as follows:

“Our aim is to teach tol-
erance and understanding as 
well as to perpetuate the mem-
ory of the Holocaust for fu-
ture generations, and to ensure 
that the lessons of the Holo-
caust will never be forgotten.”

In addition of the high 
school symposium, the commit-
tee oversees an annual seminar 
for teachers,  the bi-annual Asper 
Human Rights and Holocaust 
Education Program, Holocaust 
Education Week, The March 
of the Living and school visits. 

Elaine Levine

Lawyers volunteer their time

The Holocaust Education Committee thanks Janis Criger and Michael 
Kemeny for generously volunteering their time by notarizing the paren-
tal permission travel forms for the Asper Foundation Human Rights and 

Holocaust Studies Program 2005 and 2007 trips to Washington, D.C.

Community members pause to view the memorial

Bob Hemberger

fine catering
corporate & Special events

koSHer catering
Bar & Bat Mitzvahs

Weddings
Anniversaries

905-643-1244    905-664-1933

Holocaust Education
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Introducing our New Talent
Receive 40% off Haircut & Style

New Clients Only

Expiry 90 days    When booking appointment 
please state Promo Code: New Talent

ALBERT SNOW
H A I R  D E S I G N  G R O U P
1036 KING WEST HAMILTON 905-525-0831

DARE  to be YOU

By way of several columns in 
previous issues of this newspaper, 
we have been updated on the prog-
ress of the ‘dialogue’ between the 
leadership of the Hamilton Jewish 
Federation and leaders of various 
Muslim and Arab groups in Ham-
ilton.  Such articles have reflected 
a uniformly positive spin on a pro-
cess that has, in fact, been extreme-
ly troubling to many members of 
the grassroots Jewish community.

 Given the recognized diversi-
ty of the Jews of Hamilton, it is re-
grettable that opposing viewpoints 
on the nature of the dialogue have 
been repeatedly ignored.  Instead 
of accommodating different opin-
ions and building consensus, as 
would be expected with most oth-
er issues that significantly affect 
our community, the proponents of 
the current initiative have sought 
at every turn to demean and mar-
ginalize anyone who challenges 
the constructs of the dialogue and 
the objectives that are driving it.   

A case in point is contained 
in the April issue of the HJN 
(Dialogue with Muslims Ongo-
ing) where, in the context of the 
anti-Israel rally that took place 
last August, there is reference to 
“comments allegedly made by cer-
tain Muslim leaders and others at 
a summer, pro-Lebanese rally held 
at City Hall”.  The writer then goes 
on to comment that “as a result, 
a concerted effort was made by 
some members of the Jewish com-
munity to terminate the dialogue 
altogether.  Additionally, efforts 
were made by those same few in 
our community to cancel the very 
successful November program 
with Dr. Judea Pearl and Dr. Ak-
bar Ahmed that had been planned 
by the Dialogue Committee”.

Firstly, there was nothing 
alleged about the comments.  
Members of both the Jewish and 
non-Jewish community who at-
tended the event recorded ex-
actly what was said and there is 
videotaped footage that supports 
their testimony.  To therefore 
cast doubt on the truthfulness of 
what was reported (by inserting 
the word allegedly) is unseemly.

Secondly, it is important to 
provide context to the accusa-
tions, heard repeatedly since the 
dialogue began, that some mem-
bers of our community wished to 
see the dialogue terminated and 
the Pearl/Ahmed program aban-
doned.  These assertions have no 
foundation whatsoever and have 
never been articulated, at least not 
at the Federation level, either be-

Dialogue with Muslims has 
Divided Our Community
Dr. Lawrence Hart fore or after the City Hall incident 

occurred.   And I suspect that with-
in the community at large there 
is also overwhelming support for 
the concept of dialogue between 
ourselves and other faith groups.

There is disagreement, how-
ever, on how this specific dia-
logue has been conducted; and, 
more particularly, there have been 
very serious concerns over the 
Dialogue Committee’s choice of 
partners.    Aside from the hatef-
est at City Hall, there have been a 
number of other instances where 
certain partners to the dialogue 
have expressed bad faith towards 
our community.  However, the 
City Hall incident was per-
haps the most blatant of these. 

To have then gone ahead 
with the Pearl/Ahmed program 
with such partners  as co-spon-
sors was perceived as giving them 
undeserved public validation at 
a time when we were still suffer-
ing the aftershocks of the war on 
Israel’s northern border.  It was 
seen by many in our community 
as nothing less than appeasement.  

The Pearl/Ahmed debate 
was constructive and enlighten-
ing.  That it should have taken 
place was not an issue.  What 
were issues were (a) its timing 
and (b) the implications for pro-
ceeding with partners who had 
so recently demonstrated overt 
hostility towards our community.    

The dialogue between our 
Federation leadership and Mus-
lim/Arab groups in Hamilton is 
ongoing, we’re told.  A call for 
a moratorium on the process, 
pending an open discussion by 
balanced representation from 
Federation and the Jewish com-
munity at large regarding the ob-
jectives and conditions for further 
deliberations, has gone unheeded.  

Consequently, what should 
have been an open and inclusive 
experience in nurturing interfaith 
relationships has degenerated 
into divisiveness and bitterness.       

Recognizing that there is 
a problem and implementing 
a mechanism for setting things 
right should be an absolute pri-
ority for the incoming Federa-
tion Board.  There is no rationale 
for continuing a discourse with 
those who apparently despise 
the Zionists among us and who 
would very likely rejoice at the 
elimination of the State of Israel.  

Dialogue is good.  But for 
it to succeed we need to en-
sure that our partners are as re-
spectful of our interests as we 
are of theirs.  Sadly, recent his-
tory has not proven this to be so.  



LAWRENCE SINUKOFF will be celebrating 15 seasons in the
travel insurance business, specializing in coverage for Seniors,

frequent flyers and students.

Including Single trip, annual plans and top up coverage.

Broker working with several of the top insurance companies in Canada
with well established rapport.

Coverage for trips all year round
Earlybird savings for snowbirds

Toll-free number

1.877.822.6821

EXPERT SERVICE 
Choosing the right plan

Assessing pre-existing condition coverage

Assisting with claims processing

TRAVEL INSURANCE

ENDORSED by PHIL LEON

Make the right choice, call...
Toll Free 1-877-822-6821
E-mail: Lawrence@Selectbrokers.com
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A Response from UJA Federation
The Hamilton Jewish News and the UJA Federation of Hamilton 

welcome divergent viewpoints from members of our community. This 
issue of HJN includes an update on activities undertaken by the Arab, 
Muslim, Jewish Dialogue Committee; an initiative supported by UJA 
Federation, as well as an opinion piece on the same subject, contributed 
by Dr. Lawrence Hart.

 The matter of UJA Federation participation in the dialogue has 
received an extraordinary amount of attention. Contrary to Dr. Hart’s 
assertion of being ignored, the matter has been repeatedly discussed. 
Both Dr. Hart and Dr. Finkelstein have taken opportunities to 
present their views with the Public Affairs Committee, the Federation 
Executive Committee and the Federation Board of Directors. In 
each case, Federation leadership has voted to continue support of 
the program. It is distressing that this matter has taken up so much 
of the agenda of our community’s leadership. At some point, we all 
have to make peace with decisions with which we don’t agree. This 
issue in reality is only a very small part of the vital role played by the 
Federation in support of our local Jewish community.

Dr. Hart’s use of the phrase “Zionists among us” implies that 
those whose opinions are not in agreement with his are not lovers and 
supporters of Israel. This is patently untrue and demeaning. 

The Board of Directors of the UJA Federation of Hamilton strives 
to make the best policy decisions based on all the evidence it receives. It 
is always open to divergent opinions as evidenced by the publication of 
the article by Dr. Hart.

David J Somer, Acting President, UJA Federation of Hamilton

Canadian Jewish Congress’ 
28th Plenary Assembly will be 
held June 17 in Ottawa, and 
it’s a day that will be full of ex-
citement and positive change. 

CJC is thriving, with elections 
expected for three key national lead-
ership positions and the top posi-
tion in Ontario Region. Delegates 
will also be voting on an important 
bylaw that, if passed, will signifi-
cantly modernize the organization’s 
governance. And on the same day, 
CJC will honour three very special 
people who have dedicated them-
selves to improving the world. 

Two talented and experienced 
Jewish community leaders are vying 
for the top spot to replace Ed Mor-
gan as National President. Former 
Federation CJA President Sylvain 
Abitbol of Montreal is the choice of 
the CJC Nominations Committee. 
Also standing for election is the cur-
rent Chair of CJC’s Religious and 

DIALOGUE  from page 5

Phil Leon

insurance broker inc.

21 Hunter St. E. Suite 108 P.O. Box 1052 
Hamilton, On L0N 3R4

Tel: 905.525.0001   
Toll Free: 1.800.734.6362     Fax: 905.525.1690

Inter-religious Affairs Committee, 
Ottawa Rabbi Reuven Bulka. The 
Nominations Committee also put 
forward past CJC Ontario Region 
Officer and long-time UJA Fed-
eration of Greater Toronto Board 
Member Jack Mintz for the pro-
posed position of Vice-President, 
while current CJC Pacific Region 
Chair Mark Weintraub, who also 
heads up the CJC National Darfur 
Committee, will stand for election 
for the same position. There’s also 
a three-way race for the proposed 
position of Secretary-Treasurer, be-
tween Hershel Sahian and Harold 
Brief, both CJC Ontario Region 
officers, and Elizabeth Wolfe, who 
sits on the President’s Advisory 
Committee of CJC and is the Nom-
inations Committee designate.

This is the first time since 
1995 there has been a contest for 
the national leadership positions 
at CJC, and the large field of can-
didates demonstrates the com-

mitment to Canadian Jewry felt 
by so many in our community. 

In Ontario Region, there is 
also a race for the top seat – Igor 
Ellyn and Frank Bialystok are vy-
ing for the position of Ontario Re-
gion Chair, to replace Joel Richler. 
Both Ellyn and Bialystok have a 
long history with CJC Ontario 
Region, having served as officers 
and in various other capacities. 

Bylaw 67, the proposed bylaw 
change that has been endorsed by 
CJC’s national officers, will also be 
voted on at the Plenary. The by-
law will enhance the governance 
and structure of Canadian Jewish 
Congress to create more clarity and 
make it more accountable and effec-
tive. Bylaw 67 proposes to stream-
line the organization’s structure, 
harmonize national and regional 
objectives and activities and broad-

CJC primed for positive change
Wendy Lampert

National

Please see CJC on page 15

eration withdraw its support for 
the Pearl/Ahmed event, and then 
asked some of our clergy and other 
individuals to boycott the evening.  
I have been required to attend sev-
eral Board and/or Executive meet-
ings this year alone to respond to 
their repeated complaints, and 
each time after lengthy debates 
Federation elected officials have 
voted to support the Dialogue 
Committee activities. While 
these few detractors’ distortions 
about the committee persist, our 
activities have received approval 
from so many in our commu-
nity, and from the media and the 
president of McMaster University.

Roy Green, always support-

ive, invited our members to ap-
pear on one of his last CHML 
radio shows for one hour.

Dana Robbins, in his No-
vember farewell editorial before 
leaving as the Spectator’s Editor-
in-Chief, wrote about the Pearl/
Ahmed event: “Earlier this month, 
I had the privilege of moderating 
an event at Hamilton Place or-
ganized by a remarkable group, 
the Hamilton Arab, Muslim and 
Jewish Dialogue Committee.” 

Dr. Akbar Ahmed’s com-
ments to the Hamilton audience 
best summarized the Dialogue 
Committee’s goals:  Dialogue 
leads to respect.  Respect leads 
to friendship.  Friendship allows 
discussion of sensitive topics.

Members of the Dialogue Comittee:
Lorne Finkelstein – Hamilton Jewish Federation representative
Ali Cheaib – President, Hamilton Council of Canadian Arabs
Javid Mirza – Past President – Muslim Association of Hamilton
Hussein Hamdani – Vice Chair, National Association of Spiritual Revival
Harold Pomerantz – Board member, and Chair, Public Affairs Committee, 
Hamilton Jewish Federation
Morteza Jafarpour – Executive Director, SISO
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for living
UJA FEDERATION OF HAMILTON IS GRATEFUL TO YOU! THANK YOU TO THE CAMPAIGN 
CABINET, DIVISION CHAIRS, CANVASSERS, VOLUNTEERS.... AND TO YOU, OUR DONORS

2007 UJA FEDERATiON CAMPAiGN CABiNET
Larry Levin, UJA Campaign Chair; Michael Kam, UJA Campaign Co-chair; David Horwood, Incoming UJA Campaign  Co-Chair

Jo-Ann Pomerantz, UJA Women’s Division Chair; Debbie Strub,  UJA Women’s Division Co-Chair
Shirley Molot, Lion of Judah Chair

Liz Tick, UJA Women’s Top Division Co-Chair; Sandy Fuss, UJA Women’s Top Division Co-Chair

Jay State, Lawyers Division Chair; Raefie Epstein, Doctor’s Division, Chair; 
Danna Weisz Horwood, Andrea Molot Co-Chairs Girlfriends Programs ; Lisa Morris, Honorary Super Sunday Chair

2007 CAMPAiGN VOLUNTEERS
Dafna Bener, Judy Bennett, Ron Berenbaum, Rick Black, Shelley Brown, Howard Brown, Dolly Cohen, Lorraine Cohen,  Joyce Dain, Miriam Davidson, Judah 
Denburg, Howard Eisenberg, Pearl Enkin, Anna Rae Fishman, Jonathan Fleish, Marilyn Foreman, Jennifer Friedland, Rosalie Gaff, Jill Gaffe, Marlene Gelber, 
Sue Ellen Gervais,  Ruth Goldberg, Elena Goldblatt,  Sylvia Green, Cheryl Greenbaum, Hynda Halpren, Janice Hastie, Dena Honig, Sylvia Jacobs, Harvey Katz, 

Rhoda Katz, Sylvia Katz, Amy Katz Martin, Oded Klinghoffer, Carol Krames, Lester Krames, Molly Kumer, Leslie Lasky, Arlene Leibtag, Faye Leibtag, Hinda 
Levine, Sheila Levitt, Sharon Levy Cohen, Terri Lewis Archie Lieberman, Sylvia Livingston, Carol Loewith, David Loewith, Bonnie Loewith, Bea Matchen, 

Stephanie McLean, Judy Mendelson, Sandy Morris, Sharon Nagler, Bev Orman, Irma Perelgut, Samantha Richter, Heather Ritter, Judy Rochwerg, Susan Roth, 
Paul Roth,  Louise Rotman, Ed Rotstein, Simone Rotstein, Hanna Schayer, Fay Schmerling, Judy Schwartz, Sandi Seigel, Frank Shapiro, Rita Shapiro, Shirley 

Silberg, Gary Spenser, Cele Steinberg, Lisa Strub, Abe Szpirglas, Steve Varadi, Donna Vine, Honey Walman, Pteri Waxman, Shelley Waxman, Sasha Weisz, 
Janet Wesiz Asa, Norman Williams, Allen Wynperle, Lawrence Yanover, Joel Yellin, Ed Zaltz, Shirley Zucker

Here is what we accomplished together:

Together we sent $150,000  in cash to Israel within the first weeks of the war through the Israel Emergency Campaign. 
600 members of the community gathered for the Stand with Israel Rally/UJA Campaign Opening last July.

You gave more time this year. The energy and enthusiasm of our many lay leaders, volunteers and donors was phenomenal. 
We held more planning meetings and more fabulous campaign events than ever before. (Charles Krauthammer and Alan Der-
showitz in Toronto, Brigitte Gabriel in Hamilton.) 

We have shown that we are a generous and unified community and together we can achieve great things. 

THANK YOU FOR STANDING TOGETHER. THANK YOU 
FOR GETTING INVOLVED. THANK YOU FOR CARING.



DONORS: ANONYMOUS, Julia Abelson, Barbara Abraham, Diana Abraham, Izrael Abraham, Victor Abraham, Jamie Abram, Sari Ackerman, Geri Adamo, Vince Adamo, Murray Adelman, Tishelle Adelman, Janet Ajzenstat, Samuel Ajzenstat,  Brian Albert, Evelyn Albert, 
Irene Albert, Esther Alexander, Louise Algranti,  Sol Algranti,  Brian Allen, Marlene Altman,  Sura Apel, Luba Apel, Yves Apel,  Donnie Arnold , Yael Arnold, Mollie Aron, Gerald Asa, Steve Azmier,   Amy Back,  Gayle Bader,  Marc Bader,  Jane Baddeley,  Joan Balinson, Scott 
Balinson,  Bunny Banks,  Andrea Banner,  Bill Banner, Garry Barankin , Vera Barany,  Anne Barrs, Ron Barrs,  Rabbi Bernard Baskin,  Dennis Beecroft,  Mary Louise Beecroft,  Karen Beer,  Max Beer,  Felicia Benarroch,  Barry Bender,  Judy Bennett,  Judge Norman 
Bennett ,  Terry Bennett,  Ron Berenbaum,  Sophie Berenbaum,  Michael Berens,  Aubie Berg,  Jerome Bergart,   Maureen Bergart,   Leona Bergman,  Daniel Berk,  Judy Berk,   Michelle Berk , Ruven Berk ,  Albert Berns ,   Ruby Berns,  Anita Bernstein,  Cindy Bernstein, 
Howard Bernstein,  Joanne Bernstein, Stephen Bernstein,  Elizabeth Bihari,  Rachel Billigheimer,  Binkley Investments Limited, Rick Black,  Wendy Black,  Janet Blajchman,  Morris Blajchman,  lara Bloom,  Louise Bockner ,  Perry Bogart ,   Carlotta Bown,   Aviva Boxer,  
Gordon Brandes,  Marsha Brandes ,  Brant Storage Limited,   Bella Braun, Joseph Braun,  Geraldine Bromberg,  Larry Bromberg,   Beth Bromberg-Barwin,  David Bromstein,  Jerry Bromstein, Lynda Bromstein, Lore Bronner,  Ardythe Brott,  Boris Brott,  David Brown,  
Howard Brown,  Jack Brown,  Merle Brown, Shelley Brown,   Lily Buchalter,  Sophie Buchalter,  Alec Bukhman,  Leah Bukhman, David Burman,   Sheila Burman,  Tish Byrne,  Keith Cameron, Lauren Cameron,  Sari Campbell,  Judi  Caplan,  Marvin Caplan,  Skippy 
Caplan,  Lydia Chafir, Donna Chaimovtiz, Gabe Chaimovitz,   Mike Chaimovitz, Moishe Chaimovitz ,  Vera Chaimovitz  ,  Gary Chaimowitz,  Shelle Rose Charvet,  Gary Chertkoff ,  Helen Chertkof,  Linda Chud,  Dosta Ciganovic,   Adeline Cohen,  Darlene Cohen,   Dolly 
(Helen) Cohen,  Dorothy Cohen,  Frances Cohen,   Gerald Cohen,  Katherine Cohen,   Lawrence Cohen,   Lee Cohen,  Lillian Cohen,  Lillian Cohen,  Marvin Cohen, Lorraine Cohen ,  Marcia Cohen,  Mark D. Cohen,  Marvin Cohen,  May Cohen, Mel Cohen,   Ralph Cohen,  
Saul Cohen,  Sylvia Cohen,  Caryn Lee Collins,  Doug Collins,  Stephen Collins,   Ira Cowitz,  Richard Crawford,  Terrence Creatchman,  Brock Criger, Janis Criger,  Carl Cuneo, Sheldon Cutler,  Myrle Cwitco,  Lynne Czutrin, Irving Dain, Joyce Dain,  Dalpro Industrial,  Carol 
Davids, Danny Davids,   Miriam Davidson,    Jonathan Davine,   Cheryl Dembe ,  Julie Dembe,  Linda Dembe,  Michael Dembe, Steven Dembe,  Judah Denburg ,  Susan Denburg,  Mary Blum Devor,  Arlene Direnfeld,  Gary Direnfeld,  Ray Doering,  Shelley Doering,  Lily 
Dolina,  Myrna Dolovich,  Dominion Auto Recycling, Gladys Dubo,  Barbara Dulberg,  Eastgate Ford,  Faina Eikelman, Oleg Eikelman,  Mary Einhorn,  Roman Einhorn,   Howard Eisenberg,  Mark Eisenberg,  Mollie Eisenberg*,  Saul Eisenberg ,  Shelli Eisenberg,  Simon 
Eisenberg,  Rabbi Wm. Zev Eisenstein,  Electromart,   Melvyn Enkin,  Pearl Enkin,  Raquel Epand,  Richard Epand,   Joan Epstein,  Raefie Epstein,  Vivienne Epstein,  Maya Eventov,    Susan Fainer,  Ernest Fallen, Hanna Faulkner,  Allan Feldman,  Ilona Feldman,  Joel 
Feldman,   Ken Feldman,  Nicole Feldman,  Sadie Feldman,  Sandra Feldman,  Izzy Ferguson, Karen Ferris,   Irwin Feuerstein,   Manny Fine,   Ruth Fine,   Jackie Fingerote,  Sid Fingerote, Arlene Finkel, Kenneth Finkel,  Lorne Finkelstein,   Michele Finkelstein,  Dora 
Fischer, Gerald Fisher,   Harold Fisher,   Anna-Rae Fishman,  Gwen Fleisch, Jonathan Fleisch,   Albert Foreman,   Marilyn Foreman,  Joy Foster,  Stephen Foster,  Ruth Frager,  Joe Frajdenrajch,  Stephan Frankel,  Barbara Freeman,  Lois Freeman, Mel Freedman,  Mosche 
Freedman,  Karl Freeman,  Freeman Family Foundation,  Mary Freidin, Norman Freidin,  Eva Fried,   Joseph Fried,   Penny Fried ,  Zoltan Fried, Jennifer Friedland, Michael Friedland, Aubrey Friedman,  Bea Friedman,   Lawrence Friedman,  Hermi Frybor,  Dorothy 
Frydman,   Irwin Fuss,   Sandy Fuss,  Jill Gaffe,   Lorne Gaffe,  Paul Gaffe,  Ron Gaffe,  Rosalie Gaffe,  Debbie Garbe ,  Kim Gardner,   Bernie Gelber*,  Marlene Gelber,  Simon Gencher, Steven Gerend,  Susan Gerend,  Tanya Gernburd,  Molly Gerofsky,  Reva Gerofsky ,  
Wilfred Gerofsky,  Murray Gerson,  Hertzel Gerstein ,  Sue Ellen Gervais ,  Ofer Geva,  Alex Gilbert,  Susan Gilbert,  Joel Ginsberg, Lena Ginsberg,  Bernard Glass ,  Saul Glober, Deborah Glogauer, Michael Glogauer,  Thelma Glover,  Glow Metal Trading Inc.,   Hilda Gold,  
Irving Gold, Morris A. Gold,  Shirley Gold, Gerri Goldberg, Jeremy Goldberg,  Ruth Goldberg,  Sigmund Goldberg ,  William Goldberg,  Yaacov Goldberg,  Barbara Goldblatt, Bessie Goldblatt,  Doreen Goldblatt,   Elena Goldblatt,  Gert Goldblatt,  Harold Goldblatt,  Jay 
Goldblatt,  Jerry Goldblatt,  Larry Goldblatt, Michaele-Sue Goldblatt,   Sondi Goldblatt ,  Michael Goldenberg, Raisa Goldenberg,   Helene Goldflus,  Linda Goldhar,  Paul Goldstein,   Dan Goliger,  Maddy Goliger, Len Gooblar,  Harry Goodman,  Minna Goodman , Susan 
Goodman, Yuri Gorodskoy,  Asya Gotsulsky, Vladimir Gotsulsky,  Raymond Gottschalk ,   Milli Gould,  The Allen & Milli Gould Family Foundation,  Rabbi Daniel Green,  Rabbi Morton Green,   Sylvia Green,  Tova Green,  Cheryl Greenbaum,  Joseph Greenbaum,  Cindy 
Greenbaum Smyth,  Bruce Greenberg, Yael Greenberg Livingston,  Michael Greenspan,  Ray Greenspon,  Allen Greenspoon,   Ira Greenspoon,  Shelley Greenspoon, Nancy Greenspoon,  Rick Grossman ,   Wendy Guest,  Jan Gunn, Mel Gunn,  Sheldon Gurevitz,  Sue 
Gurevitz,  Boris Gutkin,   Magda Guzner,   Efraim Halfon,  Sylvia Halfon,  Tanis Hall,  Clara Halpern-Jeremias,  Hynda Halpren,  Marcia Halpren ,   Murray Halpren,  Rose Halpren,   William Halpren,  Helen Hanover,  Paul Hanover,  Dinah Hanutin,  Henry Haren,   Ilene 
Haripko ,  Carol Harris,   Jan Hastie,  Reuben Hauser,  Headline Media Group,  Bella Hershler,   Henry Hilton, Felyce Hoffman,  Frances Hoffman,  Freda Hoffman,   Ruth Hoffman,  Robert Hollenberg ,  Benson Honig, Dena Honig, Fred Hoppe,  Marla Hoppe,  Olla 
Horodesky,  David Horwood,  Harry Hotz ,  Ruth Hotz ,  Yetta Hotz,   Hotz Ferrous Inc., Doris Houston,   Nouly Howard,  Barbara Hughes,  Gerri  Hundert, Murray Hundert,   Lori Issenman, Robert Issenman,  Fajgi Itkin,  Norma Jack , Stanley Jackson,  Abraham Jacob, 
Sonia Jacob,  Lore Jacobs,   Sol Jacobs,  Sylvia Jacobs,  Ellen Jaffe,  Cary Jeremias,  Gabriel Jeremias,  Martin Jeremias,  Sonya Jeremias,  George Johnson,  Helen Joseph,  Eliane Junger, Frank Junger,  Kathryn Junger,  Lori Kafato,  Larry Kahn,   Meir Kaidar,  Necha 
Kaidar ,  Peter Kalman,  Cindy Kam,  Marilyn Kam ,  Monty Kaminer, Ruth Kaminer ,   Faith Kaplan,  Ronald Kaplan,  Kirk Kaplansky,  Shirley Kaplansky,  Diana Karan, Leonid Karan,   Fay Karon,  Selma Karp,   Barbara Katz ,  Bernard Katz  ,  Bernice Katz ,  Brian Katz ,   
Harvey Katz ,  Helen Katz ,  Helene Katz , Howard Katz ,  Jack Katz,   Laurie Katz ,  Mary Katz,  Rhoda Katz,    Robert Katz ,  Roberta Katz ,  Ruth Katz,   Stan Katz,  Sylvia Katz,  Amy Katz Martin,  Bessie Kaufman, Leonard Kaufman,  Maurice Kaufman,  Dennis Kavalsky ,  
Harry Kelman,  Margaret Kelman, Michael Kemeny, Rhonda Kemeny,  Alex Kepecs,  Eugene Khayutin,  Victoria Khayutin, Donna Kiernan,  Kenneth Kiernan, Charles Kirk,  Liz Kirk, Diane Kirshenblat,  Marvin Kirshenblat ,  George Klein,  Sonia Klein,  Victor Klein,  Louise 
Klinghoffer ,  Oded Klinghoffer,  Lawrence Kobetz, Marla Kobetz ,  Daniel Kollek,   Julia Kollek,  Esther Konigsberg,  Harry Korman,  Doreen Korman,  Joe Korman,  Jacqueline Kotzer,   Donna Krakofsky, Ron Krakofsky,  Yetta Krakower,  Carol Krames ,  Lester Krames,  
George Krausz, Sophie Krausz,   Bryan Kremer,  Myrna Kremer,  Konstantin Kreyman,  Alisa Krieger,   Anne Krieger ,  Jack Krieger , Jerre Krieger,   Dalia Kriszenfeld, Philip Kriszenfeld,  Sylvia Kritzer,  Jill Kronby,  Michael Kronby,  Alex Kronenwald , Margie Kronenwald, 
Harold Kudlats ,   Stan Kudlats ,   Sydney Kudlats,  Molly Kumer,  Sheldon Kumer ,  Anne Kwitco,  Rick Kwitco,  Albert Lager  Foundation,  Anna Lalli,  Sophie Landman ,  Bev Lasky,  Leslie Lasky ,   Claire Latner,  Hershey Latner,  Louis Latner,  Jason Lavin,  Gloria Lax ,  
Sally Lax,  Sheridan Lax ,   Ted Lax ,  Rosalind Leaf,   Abe Lebow*,  Frank Lebow ,  Miriam Lebow ,   Raye Lebow,  Barbara Leibow, Kevey Leibow ,   Faye Leibtag ,   Alan Leibtog,    Arlene Leon,   Daphne Leon,  Gillian Leon,  Gregory Leon,   Jack Leon,  Phil Leon,   Art 
Lesser ,  Elizabeth Lesser, Jacki Levin,  Larry Levin,  Elaine Levine,  Elizabeth Levine,  Ginny Levine,  Hinda Levine, Irving Levine,  Judy Levine,  Mark Levine, Michael Levine,  Shirley Levine, William Levine, Bunny Levinson,  Denise Levinson,  George Levinson,  Leo 
Levita,  Rena Levita, Blanche Levitt,  Doreen Levitt,  Leslie Levitt ,   Mark Levitt ,  Norman Levitt,  Sheila Levitt,  Cheryl Levitt-Orkin,  Benjamin Levy , Bruce Levy,  Daniel Levy ,  Esther Levy,  Ethel Levy,  Garry Levy ,   Jeffrey Levy ,  Labol Levy,   Lisa Levy,  Lou Levy,  
Madeleine Levy,  Marcia Levy ,  Marilyn Levy,  Mark Levy,  Marla Levy,  Martin Levy,   Mary Levy,  Monte Levy,   Richard Levy,  Ruth Levy,  Sadie Levy,  Sandi Levy , Sandra Levy,  Sharon Levy Cohen,  Milton Lewis ,   Samuel Lewis,  Terri Lewis,   Albert Lieberman,   
Archie Lieberman,  Lynne Lieberman,  Riza Lieberman, Sylvia Lieberman,   Moishe Lindenbaum, Barry Lindenberg,   Bernard Lipson,   Alan Livingston,  Sylvia Livingston,  Joyce Lock, Bonnie Loewith,  Carl Loewith,  David Loewith,  Harry Loewith,  Minna Loewith,  Allan 
Lonn, Eva Lonn ,   Leah Lowinger, Leslie Lowinger,   Anthony MacFarlane,   Sharon Maclin, Annette Magder,   David Magder,  David Magder,   Ruth Magder ,   Liora Malka , Mike Malka, Neil Mandel,  Anne Mandell , Mark Mandell, Jeffrey Manishen,  Joanne Manishen, 
Cindy Mark, Jeffrey Mark,  Mark Markusoff, Shelley Markusoff ,  Harry Masler,  Dorothy Mason, Ernest Mason,  Bea Matchen,  Chuck Matchen*,  Tania Mayer,   Allan McFarlane, Karen McFarlane , Jim McLean,  Stephanie McLean ,  Patricia McLean,  William McLean,  
Ida Melamed, Ilya Melamed ,  Barry Mendel,  Steve Mendel,  Alice Mendelsohn ,  Jack Mendelsohn,  Alan Mendelson , Judy Mendelson ,  Sara Mendelson,  Barbara Mendes da Costa,  Judge Derek Mendes da Costa ,   Virginia Mendes da Costa ,  Mercorp Inc,   Laura 
Mestelman ,  Stuart Mestelman,  Ran Mesterman,   Ronit Mesterman,   Helen Metz,  Tory Metzger,   Jeffrey Meyerson, Bev Miller,   Brian Miller,  Elaine Miller,   Leonard Miller,   Linda Miller , Ronnie Miller, Fran Minden,   Gary Minden ,  Oleg Mindlin,   Tamara Mindlin, 
Judy Mintz,   Max Mintz,  Samieth Mintz,  Maurice Mishkel ,  Norma Mishkel ,   Leslie Mitchnick,   Andrea Molot,  Carolyn Molot, Debbie Molot,  Michael Molot,  Shirley Molot,  Pat Monkelbaan,  Peter Monkelbaan,  Leah Morgenstern, Mark Morgenstern,   Moishe 
Morgenstern, Patricia Morgenstern, Eva Morris,  Jay Morris,  Lisa Morris,   Lori Morris ,  Lynda Morris ,  Neil Morris ,   Randy Morris ,  Sandy Morris ,  Seymour Morris,  William Morris,  Morris Law Group,  Ken Moshi, Gloria Mostyn, Gabriel Moyal,  Brahm Muhlstock, 
Bella Muller,   Henry Muller,  Robert Murdoch,  Joe Nadel,  Enza Naftali, Sharon Nagler,  Jeanette Nathan ,  Barbara Nathanson-Raphael,  Emma Neizvestny, Jacob Neizvestny,  Jodie Newman ,   William Nisker,  Kim Nisman, Tsilya Nisman,   Shiran Noseworthy,  Shirley 
Noseworthy,   Ann Nouretian,  Terry B. Nyp,  Sarah Olshansky,   Nessa Olshansky-Ashtar ,   Rae Oppenheimer,  Murray Orgel,   Andrew Orkin ,  Harriet Orlander,  Michael Orlander,  Bev Orman,   Ralph Orman,   Francine Orson,  Bertha Ortmann ,  Terry Overholt, Alex 
Ovrutsky,   Alla Ovrutsky, Barbara Paikin,  Larry Paikin,  Marnie Paikin,  Rachel Paikin ,  Shelley Paikin,   Stan Paikin,  Alina Papernick, David Papernick,  Paratus Investor’s Corp.,  Rene Pasis ,  Monique Peer,  Irma Perelgut,  Phil Perelgut ,  Ettie Perell,  Edith Petigorsky,  
Batia Phillips,  David Pinkus, Brenda Pinkus,   Issy Polishchuk ,  Leah Polishchuk, Lawrence Pollock ,   Harold Pomerantz,  Jo-Ann Pomerantz ,  Larry Pomerantz ,  Sarah Pomerantz,  Dawna Popper, Danny Popper,  Hana Popper,  Richard Popper,   Sharna Portigal,    
Helena Posner,   Posner Metals Limited,  Charlotte Price,  Gert Price,   Ira Price,   Leon Price,  Maureen Price,   Philip Price,  Sam Price,   Pauline Pytka ,  Cheryl Quitt ,  Gerry Quitt ,  Stephen Quitt,  Keren Rabin,  Norman Rain ,  Allen Rams,  Flora Rams,   Robert Raphael,  
Eugene Ravkine,  David Redner,   Lotti Redner ,   Walter Reiss,   Ellen Resnick,   Harriet Rich, Martin Rich, Cindy Richter ,  Charlie Ricketts,  Heather Ritter,  Len Ritter,  Goldie Robbins,  Edythe Rochkin,   Joe Rochwerg,  Joy Rochwerg, Judy Rochwerg,   Sara Rochwerg,  
Shelley Rochwerg,  Gloria Roefe,   Leslie Roefe,   Gabriel Ronen, Michele Ronen, Alexander Rosa,   Nadia Rosa,  Arnold Rose,  Geoff Rose,   Barry Rosen,  Judy Rosen,  Peter Rosenbaum,   Jay Rosenberg, Ray Rosenberg,  Barney Peter Rosenblatt,  Cookie Rosenblatt,  
Jay Rosenblatt ,  Marsha Rosenblatt ,  Mitchell Rosenblatt,   Ruth Rosenblatt ,  Susan Rosenblatt,  Arthur Rosenblood, Esther Rosenblood, Freda Rosenfeld,  Seymour Rosenfeld, Joseph Rosenkrantz,  Phil Rosenshein,  Rose Rosenshein,  Carolyn Rosenthal, Donald 
Rosenthal ,   Dorothy Rosenthal,   Marilyn Rosnick,  Evelyn Ross ,   Hedy Ross,  Carol Rossman,   Richard Rossman,  Brenda Rotenberg ,  Lawrence Rotenberg,   Paul Roth, Susan Roth,  Lena Rothberg,  Murray Rothberg,  Larry Rotman, Louise Rotman,  Ed Rotstein, 
Simone Rotstein, Louis Rottman,  Rhona Rottman,  Hanna Rozencweig,   Albert Rubenstein,   Michael Rubenstein,  Norma Rubenstein, Pauline Rubenstein ,  Deena Sacks, Marie Sade,  Brenda Sandberg,  Sol Sandberg,  Diane Sandler,  Marsha Sandler,   Ben Sauder,   
Hanna Schayer,  Eve Schecter ,  Fay Schmerling ,   Matt Schmerling,   Tracie Schmerling,  Charles Schneider,  Faith Schneider,  Lorry Schneider,   Michele Schneider,   Stewart Schneider,   Wendy Schneider,  Clareta Schoenberg ,   Jacques Schoenberg ,   Ellen Schoffer, 
Timothy Schoffer,  Kathy Scholes, Mark Scholes,  Shirley Scholes ,  Allan Schreiber,   Schreiber Family Foundation,  Cheryl Schreiber, Sam Schulman,   Gwen Schwab, Jane Schwab, Jeffrey Schwab,  Henry Schwarcz,   Molly Ann Schwarcz,  Dennis Schwartz,  Judy 
Schwartz, Naomi Schwartz,   Lilly Schwarz,  Millie Sears,   Eden Sehayek,  Merlyn Sehayek,  Rabbi Dan Selsberg, Sandi Seigel,   Rabbi  Aaron Selevan,  Leslie Selevan,  Karen Selwyn-Waxman,  Karen Selsberg, Rachelle Sender,  Rivka Shaffir,   William Shaffir,  Mark 
Shankman,  Avi Shapiro ,   Frank Shapiro ,  Gerri Shapiro,   Lilya Shapiro,  Rebecca Shapiro,   Rita Shapiro ,   Sam Shapiro, Shannon Shapiro,  Yefim Shapiro, Esther Shecter,  Sonia Shekter,  Robert Shenker,  Efim Sher, Jeffrey Sher,  Nancy Sher,   Tamara Sher ,  Bernard 
Sherman, Dorothy Sherman,  Gwen Sherman ,  Michael Sherman,  Annie Shinehoft, Barbara Shinehoft, Jack Shinehoft,  Jeff Shinehoft,   Anna Shkolnik,   Leonid Shkolnik ,  Norman Shogilev,  David Shore ,  Trudy Shore,   William Shragge,  Phyllis Shragge,  Suzanne 
Shulman, Sidney Shumacher,   Sonia Shumacher ,   Ida Shuman,  Jennifer Shuman, Kevin Shuman,  Emilia Shusterman, Joseph Shusterman, Elaine Siegel,   Robert Siegel  ,  Shava Siegel ,  Linda Silberberg ,  Hilton Silberg,   Bonnie Silbert,  Michael Silbert ,  Albert 
Silver,  Steven Silver,   Gloria Silverman,  Joan Silverman,  Lily Silverstein,  Linda Silvert,   Frank Simkevitz,  Myra Simon,  Paul Simon,   Esther Simpson,  Stan Simpson,   Emmy Singer ,  Joseph Singer,   Sima Skarica,  Susanne Slansky ,  Anita Smurlick ,  Barry 
Smurlick,  Christine Smurlick ,  Peter Smurlick,   Frank Smyth,  Barry Sobel,   Beverley Sobel,   Ahuva Soifer,  Elana Solomon,  Elizabeth Solomon ,  Hart Solomon ,  Jeffrey Solomon,   Leslie Solomon, Patty Solomon,  Brian Somer,  David Somer,  Nancy Somer, Anita 
Spenser, Ian Spenser, Gerald Spier, Reissa Spier,  Miriam Spinner, Joel Starkman ,   Mary Martha Starkman,  Diana State, Jay State,  Cecile Steinberg,  Justice David Steinberg, Kristine Stolar, Mario Stolar,  David Streiner ,  Andrea Stringer,   Arlene Strohl,  Jeff Strohl,  
Arnold Strub,  Debbie Strub,  Isabel Strub ,  Leo Strub,  Lila Strub,  Martin Strub,   Natalie Strub , Jonathan Sussman,  Harold Sutin,  Arnold Swartz ,  Adam Swaye,  Gerald Swaye,  Rochelle Swaye,  Barbara Szechtman,   Henry Szechtman,   Abe Szerszewski,  Suzanne 
Szerszewski,  Abe Szpirglas,   Anna Szpirglas,  Larry Szpirglas,  Sam Szpirglas ,  Ruth Tagoff*,  Roslyn Takefman ,  Jeanette Tauber,  Anna Taylor,  Michael Taylor, Pamela Taylor,  Suzanne Thifault,  Liz Tick,  Stan Tick,  Corinne Travis,   Alva Trossman, Bernard Trossman,  
Arnold Tuchow,   Jeremy Tumber,  Henry Turner,  Beth Urbanek, Peter Urbanek,  Susan Vaisler, Michael Vaknin,  Sonia Vaknin,  Aranka Varadi,   Darlene Varadi,   Steven Varadi,  Baya Vertes-Ferguson,  Cindy Vertlieb,  Gerald Vertlieb,  Donna Vine,  Ron Vine, Leslie Viner,  
Mark Volman , Deanna Waldenberg, Stuart Waldenberg,  Ed Waldes, Sally Waldes, Bernie Walman,  Honey Walman,  Danny Waltman,  Elise Waltman,  David Wasserman,   Gloria Wasserman,   Aaron Waxman,   Eitan Waxman,  Eric Waxman,  Gary Waxman,  Ieta Waxman, 
Jeremy Waxman,  Michael Waxman,  Pearl Waxman,  Rhona Waxman,  Rochelle Waxman ,  Ruth Waxman,  Shani Waxman,  Shirley Waxman,  Stella Waxman,  Warren Waxman ,   Adam Weberman,  Chana Weberman,  Alan Weddum,  Norman Weddum ,  Morley 
Weinberg,  Lewis Weinberman,  Emy Weisz,  Sasha Weisz,   Janet Weisz-Asa ,  Danna Weisz-Horwood,   Anita Weitzman ,  Wentworth Metal Recyling,  Ron Wexler ,  Alain Wiesenthal,  Norman Williams, Renee Williams, Sandra Witelson, Andrea Wlodarczyk, Gail Wolfe, 
Leslie Wolfe,  Marcelo Wolff,  Laura Wolfson ,   Alexander Wolfstein,  Denise Wolpert,  Adele Wolpert-Zur,   Neil Woolfson,   Sharon Woolfson ,   David Wright,  Ida Wright,  Norma Wright,  Vicky Wylson-Sher,  Allen Wynperle , Marina Wynperle, Shirley Yaffe,  David F. 
Yanover, Denise Yanover,   Lawrence Yanover,  Sam Yanover ,   Sandra Yanover,  Stephen Yanover,  Helen Yellin,   Joel Yellin,   Michele Yellin,  David Yolles,  Pearl Yolles,  Gordon Zack,   Barry Zaitchik,  Lisa Zaitchik,  Brenda Zalter,  Sarit Zalter,   Edward Zaltz,  Ariel 
Zaltzman,  Bronislava Zarevich,  Lorelei Zeiler,  Katherine Zisk*, Jerry Zikman,  Roz Zikman,   Marlene Ziser,  Jeffery Zucker ,  Shirley Zucker

* Deceased    All donations listed as of May 15, 2007.
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generously



Upcoming Programs
The Jewish Community Centre

I have a vision of a Jewish Community Centre that is active, exciting 
and is supported by the Community.  I have a vision of a JCC, where all 
ages gather for interesting programs, sports, education and to socialize.  
I have a vision of a time when the community stops debating the exis-
tence of a JCC, and starts debating about how we can develop a com-
munity centre that we can all be proud of.  I have a vision of a beautiful 
building, with meeting rooms, classrooms, an updated workout centre 
and change rooms and where people have parties and events.  I have a 
vision of a time when we can make use of the scenic grounds around 
the JCC for a baseball diamond, soccer field or whatever else the community deems important.

I have been accused of being over zealous and not listening to what those in the com-
munity are saying.  I am determined, passionate and willing to fight for what I believe 
in.  I am listening to what the community is saying through the focus groups, the survey 
and what they are saying to me in person.  I am heartened to hear that the consultants 
have clearly stated that the overwhelming majority of those in our community believe in 
the importance of a JCC.  This gives me hope and motivation.  However, I also hear the 
negative comments about this is Hamilton and how we in Hamilton cannot have a beau-
tiful and vibrant JCC. There is doubt that we could develop a JCC in our community 
that will be supported through membership and fundraising.  I do not agree with this. I 
think we have a strong Jewish community in Hamilton.  What we lack in numbers, we 
make up in drive and determination.  I believe if we want something bad enough, we 
can achieve it.  These negative comments give me concern and even greater motivation.

These comments drive me to clearly convey the potential of a JCC and to rally the 
community to stand up and say that they feel a JCC is a vital and an integral part of strong 
Jewish community. The alternative is clear.   However, I will not give up my vision without 
doing all I can.   I do know that we cannot maintain the status quo. The community has 
clearly stated that the current facility, in its current state, is not meeting its desires and needs.

The Board of Directors of the JCC and the Federation, have formed a Col-
laborative Committee.  This committee has been given a mandate to come up 
with alternatives for the JCC. Once the alternatives are clearly developed and a 
comprehensive business plan is formed, they will be brought to the community. Ul-
timately, it will be the community that decides what the future of the JCC will be.

I would like to encourage more feedback.  I have shared with you my vision and 
what the JCC means to my family and to me.  I would like to hear about what a JCC 
means to you.  Please send letters and testimonials to my attention at the JCC.

I think this is an exciting time in the history of the JCC in Hamilton.  The future 
is now.  We have an opportunity to decide what our community will look like for our 
children, grandchildren and for generations to come.  This will form part of our legacy.

A Message from JCC President, Joel Feldman

Yom Haatzmaut
On Tuesday April 24, the Hamilton Jewish community gathered at the JCC to celebrate Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 59th year of Independence. The room was filled with Israeli flags, Israeli 
music and most importantly, Israeli food. Joel Feldman, JCC President, began the night by 
welcoming everyone to this joyous celebration. Before the official celebration began, we took 
a moment of silence praying for the safe return of the Israeli soldiers that have been missing in 
action and kidnapped by terrorist organizations such as Hamas and Hezbollah this past summer. 
Students from Jewish community schools then astounded the audience with their talents as they 
marched in proudly waving Israeli flags and lead the national anthems. The choir sang Israeli 
songs and the students amazed everyone with their extraordinary Israeli dancing skills. Guests 
enjoyed bourekas and falafel with humus while children played games provided by the Jew-
ish National Fund. The dance floor was quite the scene with adults and children dancing up a 
storm. The event truly honoured the state of Israel through the music, dancing, games, food and 
the fun had by all in attendance. 

BiddY BasketBall
Biddy Basketball concluded on Wednesday May 2, 2007 with the participants challenging their 
parents in skills and a basketball game.  Despite everybody having a fabulous time, the Biddy 
Basketball players put the parents to shame.  Afterwards, the parents and players enjoyed a pizza 
party to conclude the session.

tennis
The JCC Ladies A team started the season by winning their first tennis match of the Hamilton 
District Ladies A League against Stoney Creek.  Fifteen ladies are involved in the league and play 
Wednesday mornings throughout May and June.  This has turned into more than a tennis game, 
it has also become a social event for the ladies to congregate afterward with refreshments.

Check out our new web page where you will find all your Camp 
Kadimah needs at 

www.campkadimahhamilton.com
Both camper and staff applications are available online. Register 

now!

What are you doing this summer?
Want a summer experience to last a lifetime?
Apply to be a counsellor at Camp Kadimah!
All applications/resumés can be emailed to 

campkadimah@hotmail.com

Ben Meyer Memorial Lecture 
Thursday, May 31, 2007

Guest Speaker:  Stanley Diamond

Medical & Genetic Family History: 
the Role of the Genealogist

Stanley Diamond was born in Montreal and was educated at McGill 
University. He is founder and President of the Jewish Genealogical 

Society of Montreal and has published many articles on genealogical 
research.  In 2002 Mr. Diamond was awarded a Life Time Achievement 
Award by the International Association Of Jewish Genealogical Societ-
ies.  He will use his own family to illustrate the importance of docu-

menting family medical and genetic history, 
which may be needed in a medical crisis.  

Dinner 6:30pm, Lecture 8pm – at the JCC
Buffet dinner prepared by Gwen Gordon, $10/adult, 

Supervised by the Va’ad Ha Kashrut
Lecture and dessert courtesy of 

the Herb and CeCe Schreiber Family Foundation. 
Please RSVP by Monday, May 28, 2007 at 905-648-0605

Barry Foster Memorial Golf Tournament 
(formerly JCC/Beth Tikvah Foundation Golf Tournament)

Thursday, June 21
Beverly Golf and Country Club, Copetown

Contributions support the JCC, Beth Tikvah Foundation, 
St. Joseph’s  Foundation for CCU and Inner City Youth Hockey.  

All-inclusive fee of $225
You’ll receive free driving range privileges and golf club demos, 

pre-tournament barbecue at 11:30a.m., free putting contest starts 
at 11:30 a.m., tee-off is 12:30 p.m. sharp, shotgun start, 

post tournament dinner and awards.  Call the JCC at 905-648-0605.

In Memory of James Bogart
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE HAS SET UP THE 

JAMES BOGART MEMORIAL FUND
 IN SUPPORT OF YOUTH ATHLETICS

PLEASE CALL THE JCC AT 905-648-0605

Upcoming Programs

Jewish Community Centre of Hamilton & Area

Dinner Anywhere In The World Lottery
Grand Prize:
Enjoy dinner anywhere 
in the world
Cash Value - $8999.00
5 (five) Additional Draws - 
$200.00 each
Draw Date: 
Thursday, August 23
At the JCC Summer
BBQ Extravaganza!

Tickets: 
$100.00 each 

1030 Lower 
Lions Club Rd
Ancaster

Phone: 
905-648-0605

only 500
tickets Will 
Be Printed!
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THE JCC IS IN SEARCH OF A 
FULL TIME PROGRAMMER

Be part of the Hamilton Jewish Community with activities that range 
from Family holiday celebrations to Adult programming (Judaic and 
Cultural), Teen programming and much more.The successful candidate 
will have a proven track record of programming Jewish activities and 
events and working with community agencies.  A socially oriented team 
player with excellent verbal and written communication skills, you can 
work well under pressure on a variety of projects.This is a 13-month 
contract position.  Salary commensurate with experience.

Please fax resumes directly to the JCC at 905-648-8388
For more information please call the JCC at 905-648-0605.

Were you there?

Camp Kadimah



A few years ago, while I was 
waiting anxiously at the start line 
for the “Around the Bay race”  to 
begin, I recognized David Morris, 
the son of my lunch partner, Neil, 
and his wife Lynda, in the crowd. 

What struck me was that 
David was wearing the most sim-
ple clothing and shoes, in con-
trast to most of the other runners 
who had up to date running gear.

When I checked the re-
sults on the internet after the 
race was completed, I saw that 
David had an excellent time.  
I sent David an e-mail con-
gratulating him for complet-
ing the race and doing so well.

Well, David continued 
his training and running in 
races and his uncle, Bill Mor-
ris, joined up as a big support-
er of David’s success. David’s 
times continued to get faster.

At lunch, in the fall of 
2006, Bill and Neil told me 
that David had run in a half 
marathon run in Toronto the 
previous weekend. They did 
not know what his time was.

I checked the October 14, 
2006 Toronto Marathon site on 
the internet and I could not find 
David’s name on the Half Mara-
thon list anywhere, contrary to 
what I had been told.  When I 
couldn’t find David’s name on 
the Half Marathon list on the 
computer, I decided to check the 
Marathon list to see if there were 
names that I might recognize. 

To my surprise, I found a 

name: “David Morris.” He was 
44th out of 1118 men and 500 
women. What was more sig-
nificant- his time was faster than 
the Boston Marathon qualifying 
time by 15 minutes. Those of 
us who are runners understand 
that it is the dream of most seri-
ous runners to qualify and par-
ticipate in the Boston Marathon.

The wheels started working, 
and arrangements were made for 
David to go to Boston.  David 
went with his brother Henry. 

On April 16, 2007, David 
braved the worst weather the 
111 year old Boston marathon 
ever had.  Notwithstanding that 
the rain and wind were over-
whelming and he lacked the ex-
perience in the extreme weather, 
David completed the race in the 
top half of the field.  While Da-
vid was not completely satisfied 

David’s Story

On April 22  the Hamilton 
Jewish community united in a 
sold-out tribute to Mr. Aaron 
Shiffman. The dinner was a 
fundraiser for the Hamilton He-
brew Academy, and was hosted at 
the Adas Israel Synagogue with 
over 500 in attendance. Digni-
taries included Federal Member 
of Parliament Mr. David Sweet. 
The gala affair celebrated Mr. 
Shiffman’s many contributions 
over the last 30 years, as well 
as the 45th anniversary of the 
Hamilton Hebrew Academy. A 
multimedia review of Mr. Shiff-
man’s contributions to Hamil-
ton’s Jewish community included 
not only his role in the success-
ful development of the Academy 
and the Synagogue, but also the 
Burial Society, the Grand Order 
of Israel, and Shalom Village. 
His various contributions high-
lighted the extraordinary energy 
of a man who is widely respected 
and admired in the community.

The role of the Hamilton 
Hebrew Academy as a uniting 
force in the history of the com-
munity was noted by everyone 
who looked back on its history 
and Mr. Shiffman’s work in de-

veloping it. The Academy has 
always prided itself as being the 
place where any Jewish child in 
Hamilton could obtain a high 
quality Jewish education, re-
gardless of family income or af-
filiation. A video presentation 
of the Academy’s first graduat-
ing class of 1968 looking back 
on their formative years at the 
Academy was shown. The cru-
cial impact of those early years 
on the eventual success of those 
graduates was clearly evident.

“He feels that Jewish educa-
tion is a right and not a privi-
lege,” Rabbi Mordechai Green 
said of Mr. Shiffman. He added 

Aaron Shiffman Feted

Michael Kemeny

Special Mentschen

David Morris

Josh Strub and Aaron Shiffman

Community

Chance to be with old Jewish friends and 
meet new ones, (I know you think you’ll 
stay in touch…but this way you’re sure to 
see them once a week) 
Get extra high school credits. You can have 
spares in senior years and it’s a great average 
booster for your final transcripts!
Celebrate the holidays (you might other-
wise not) – Sukkot party, Tu Bishvat get 
together, make doughnuts and latkes for 
Chanukah, Tashlich, Shabbat dinners, 
Purim Party (my teacher served home made 
hamentashen!), and more
Retreat Weekends to New York City, 
Washington D.C., Whistler - wherever you 
choose to go, it counts as course hours
Teen Lounge:  Ppool, dome hockey, air 
hockey, pinball, X-box
Great Events: Backstage passes to Mati-
syahu concerts, Hebrew films, speakers 
on subjects such as the media and Israeli 
politics, Israeli folk music.
The Midrahsa “Canteen” - kosher pizza, 
hummus, babaganoush and pita, granola 
bars, chips, pretzels, chocolate bars, all 
kinds of drinks, and most important, all 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Top 10 Reasons Why I Love 
Hamilton Hebrew High 

kinds of schmoozing
Volunteer opportunities (it’ll make get-
ting your 40 hours both easier and more 
rewarding!), and info about community 
events
Keep up your Hebrew (use it or lose it!) 
and/or be exposed to different perspec-
tives on Judaism and/or learn about Jewish 
ethics and apply it to controversial modern 
issues
Flexible – class times/tests rearranged to 
fit school and extra curricular schedules. 
At H.H.H. your teachers and administra-
tors are amazing. They’re there to provide 
you with the opportunity to learn about 
and love your culture. They care about you 
as an individual and make every effort to 
make it a positive experience that works for 
you.    

  
At Hamilton Hebrew High you can have fun, 
make a difference, and get involved. H.H.H. 
is a growing organization and your efforts will be 
recognized and rewarded. 
   
   by Bess Martin

8.

9.

10.

Kehila would like to extend to the community an offer to come out and learn more about the school.  Kehila is a 
board-run school, which affords each individual in the community the opportunity to participate in our governance 
and planning.  There are many other ways for you to become involved in Kehila.  Come play a game of chess with 

our students during our weekly chess club, or lend a hand during hot lunches.  Something as simple as dropping in 
on our morning T’filot activities in the Temple sanctuary would be great.  If you are interested in being involved in 

educating the next Jewish Generation, we can find a way for  you to help.  Please contact us.

Kehila Jewish Community Day School
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Please see SHIFFMAn on page 13

Please see DAvID on page 13

IN JUST A FEW WEEKS, YOUR DOG
BECOMES A GOOD FAMILY MEMBER!

www.McCannDogs.com

More than 50,000
family pets

and their owners
trained!

New sessions start
every month.

Call 1-888-681-7877
or register online.

HJNnewAd2  3/7/07  10:50 AM  Page 2    (Black plate)



IN MEMORY 
Marjorie Weed: Norma & David Wright; Adeline Cohen & 
Sons & Marty Merovitch; Yetta Krakower; Anna Rosario; 
Joan Ulrich; Kathy Aussem; Laurie & Betty Lantz; Freda 
Lantz; Millie State; Peggy Martin; Miriam Lebow; May 
Martin; Gary & Renate Harrison; Elly Veldhuis; Brian & 
Susan Gilbert; Stan & Lynda Janzen. Anne Waxman: 
Adeline Cohen & Sons & Marty Merovitch; Eileen & Larry, 
Ari & Aaron Shapero; Myrna & Bryan Kremer; Frankie & 
Stewart Schneider; Paul & Bev Paradis; Bev & Les Lasky; 
Faith Schneider. Ruth Tagoff: Rochelle Krivy. Sam
Balberman: Dorothy Rosenthal; Board of Directors & 
Staff of Shalom Village; Carol & Michael Burke & Family; 
Sam & Anna Szpirglas; Anna Taylor; Myrle Cwitco; Lillian 
Cohen; Joseph & Esther Hinder & Family; Natalie & Arthur 
Dentz; Roy & Janet Bryers; Elaine & Leonard Miller; Anne 
Swarbrick; Mary Pateman; Michael, Greg & Jennifer 
Milich; The Staff of North Ward School; Toronto 
Community Foundation. Father of Mary Lou Collett: 
Cathy McDowell & the Volunteers of Shalom Village. Mr.
James Leach: Jim Kennelly. James Cassidy: Jim
Kennelly. Ross Snelling: Jack & Barbara Katz & Family. 
Dorothy Adler: Bev & Les Lasky. Rywa Aronwicz: Pat
Morden; Kathleen Thomas & your friends at Shalom 
Village; Gail & Les Wolfe. Roy Hardaker: Max and 
Samieth Mintz; Sid Brown; Ron Berenbaum; Sylvia 
Kritzer; Yetta Levy; Jack & Barbara Katz & Family. Helen
Boyer: Marlene & Sheldon Gains. Ben Zenner: Anne
Hanutin & Family. Father of Donna Krakofsky: Ruth & 
David Magder. Mother of Madeline Levy: Jacki & Larry 
Levin; Ahuva Soifer; Stephanie & Jim McLean. Abraham 
Lebow: Jack & Barbara Katz & Family; Fanny Davine; 
Cathy McDowell & the Volunteers of Shalom Village; Fred 
& Doris Houston; Soula Dionissopolous; Pearl Waxman; 
Elaine & Leonard Miller; Lewis & Evelyn Ross; Anna 
Taylor; Adeline Cohen, Martha & Adam Merovitch, Mark & 
Neil, Ira Cohen, Yong Chan and Nathan, Arthur and 
Heather Cohen. Sister of Dolly Cohen: Dolly Cohen; 
Jacki & Larry Levin. David Miller: Elaine & Leonard Miller; 
Anna Tayor; Ruth & Sam Rosenblatt. Murray McMaster: 
Bev Sobel. Mother of Jeff Sher: Joe & Joy Rochwerg. 
Avonne Richter: Al & Ruby Berns; Nina & Tina 
Puchalski; Board of Directors & Staff of Shalom Village; 
Yetta Levy; Sarah & Harold Rochwerg; Jack & Barbara 
Katz & Family; Joe, David & Chana Elmalch; Anna Taylor 
& Family; Barbara Laskin; Sol & Sylvia Jacobs; Mark & 
Sheila Levitt; Doreen & Les Levitt; Harry & Margaret 
Kelman; Joan Silverman; Norma & David Wright. Jean 
Jarvis: Bev Sobel. Bill Stern: Jack & Barbara Katz & 
Family; Vivian & Leon Price. Esther Chaimovitz: Jack & 
Barbara Katz & Family; Ruth & David Magder; Dottie & 
Ernie Mason. Mother of Ralph Orman: Les & Leah 
Lowinger. Sister of Bob Berkowitz: Les & Leah 
Lowinger; Marilyn & Al Foreman, Sally Lax. Ruth
Shapiro: Anna Taylor. Jamie Bogart: Harvey Sobel; Fay 
Pearlman (Hurvitz); Lil Cohen; Jack & Barbara Katz & 
Family; Ruth & David Magder; Joan Silverman; Ethel Levy 

(Kess); Marilyn & Al Foreman; Helen & Solly Adler; Harry 
& Terry Cohen; Bess Dulberg; Debbi & Derek Abrams; 
Les & Gloria Roefe; Paul Dulberg; Miriam Antnan & 
Wilfred Ross; David & Risa Dulberg. D. Gordon 
Granatstein: Stan & Elizabeth Tick. Ella Zuller: Leona 
Bergman & Family. 
THANK YOU 

Judith, Irene & Tessie: Sadie Feldman.
MAZEL TOV 
Nancy & Frank Laurie: David & Lottie Redner. Molly & 
Sheldon Kumer: Linda & Hershel Goldhar. Dolly & 
Ralph Cohen: Lee Cohen; Didi Dulberg; Barbara & Jack 
Katz & Family. Pearl Waxman: Sally Lax; Samieth & Max 
Mintz. Lou & Claire Latner: Lily Silverstein; David & 
Norma Wright. Bonnie & David Loewith: Jo-Ann & 
Harold Pomerantz. Abe & Gina Szpirglas: Jo-Ann & 
Harold Pomerantz. Rosalie Gaffe: Ruth & David Magder. 
Alina & David Papernick: Jo-Ann & Harold Pomerantz. 
Aaron Shiffman: Marie & Harold Sutin; Evelyn Albert; 
Sadie Feldman; Ethel Levy; Bob Deans; Joan Ulrich; Anne 
Pritchard; Glenna Mackay; Colleen Clementi; Shelley 
Waxman; Kathleen Thomas. Shirley Weddum & Family: 
Sadie Feldman; Thelma Applebaum; Colleen Clementi, 
Anne Pritchard, & Glenna MacKay; Judy & Daniel Berk & 
Family; Sid & Sonya Shumacher. Arthur Weisz: Elaine & 
Cuppy Katz. Dr. & Mrs. Larry Levin: David & Frances 
Hoffman. Tom & Sasha Weisz: David & Lotti Redner. 
Allan & Flora Rams: Frances & David Hoffman. Blanche 
& Norm Levitt: Samieth & Max Mintz. Murray & Tishelle 
Adelman: Jack & Barbara Katz & Family; Didi Dulberg. 
Bess Dulberg: Didi Dulberg.
BIRTHDAY 
Bea Matchen: Anna Taylor; Didi Dulberg; Barbara & Jack 
Katz & Family; Frances & David Hoffman; Les & Gloria 
Roefe. Florence Tonelson: Gloria & Sheridan Lax. Pearl
Stone: Evelyn & Lew Ross. Bruce Levy: Larry & Jay 
Rosenberg. Rabbi Bernard Baskin: Blanche & Norman 
Levitt. Sarit Zalter: The Team at Judy Marsales. Dick
Popper: Hana Popper. 
GET WELL 
Ruth & Manny Fine: Norma & David Wright. Miriam
Pollak: Dottie & Ernie Mason. Evelyn Ross: Anna Taylor. 
Livia Kaszuba: Cathy McDowell & the Volunteers of 
Shalom Village. Shelley Waxman: Ron & Miriam 
Davidson; Frances & David Hoffman; Ethel Levy; David & 
Lotti Redner; Joan Silverman; Louise & Oded Klinghoffer; 
Miriam Lebow; Judy & Dennis Schwartz; Ron & Ann 
Barrs; Jack & Barbara Katz & Family. Reva Gelber: Sylvia 
Kritzer; Faye Karon; Gloria & Sheridan Lax; Suzy & 
Sheldon Gurevitz; Les & Gloria Roefe. Edie Rochkin: 
Sadie Feldman. Anne Kwitco: Dorothy & Mel Cohen. 
Aaron Zaitchik: Harold & Sarah Rochwerg; Al & Marilyn 
Foreman. Len Gooblar: Les & Gloria Roefe; Dottie & 
Ernie Mason. 

ANNIVERSARY 
Henry & Donna Vine: Gloria & Sheridan Lax. Gloria & 
Sheridan Lax: Cookie & Marvin Friedman 
PASSOVER GREETINGS 
From Ahuva Soifer to: Art & Liz Lessor; Sandy Morris; 
Gloria Silverman; Yaccov & Ruth Goldberg; Joel & Ilana 
Goldberg; Jeanette Nathan; Jim & Diane Zurer. From
Auntie Sadie & Family to: Michelle Yellin & Family. 
From David & Frances Hoffman to: Ray Rosenberg & 
Family; Samieth & Max Mintz. From David & Lotti 
Redner to: Susan & David Linds and Sons; Ray 
Rosenberg & Family; Samieth & Max Mintz. From 
Debbie, Benjamin, Sarah & Daniel to: Lotti & Dave 
Redner; Susan & David Linds and Sons. From Ken and 
Keren Moshi to: Susan, Syd & Jon Muscat; Lauren & 
Doron Rabin; Liliane & Salim Moshi; Ilan & Eric Rabin; 
Tami [Jiggles] Rabin; Zelda, Irving & Robbie Rabin; Mark 
& Jean Sutkiewicz; Anita Smurlick. From Ray Rosenberg 
& Family to: Lotti & Dave Redner; Samieth & Max Mintz; 
Anita Smurlick; Joan Silverman; Dorothy Rosenthal; 
Frances Silver; Evelyn Silver; Labol & Ruth Levy; Frances 
& David Hoffman. From Sadie Feldman to: Shelley & 
Ray Greenspon.  From Samieth & Max Mintz to: Lotti & 
Dave Redner; Ray Rosenberg & Family. From Sarah & 
Ron Armstrong to: Anita Smurlick. 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
From Ahuva Soifer to: Dr. Susan Watt; Sheila Oliver:  

Shalom Village will send a beautiful tribute card with 
your personal message to acknowledge life's milestones 
and special occasions. Your card is sent directly to the 
recipient and includes recognition of your donation, your 
personal message and your return address. 

When a loved one dies you may wish to consider 
requesting that Shalom Village memorial cards be sent 
in lieu of flowers. This is a wonderful way to honour a 
person’s memory in a way that helps others. All 
memorial donations serve to endow the Hospice Care 
Program at Shalom Village. 

Cards are available in a variety of denominations 
including $10, Chai ($18), Silver ($25), Double Chai 
($36), Gold ($50) and Platinum ($100). Postage is 
included and payment can be made by cash, cheque, 
Visa or MasterCard. All it takes is a phone call to 
Kathleen Thomas at (905) 529-1613 ext. 265 or by e-
mail to cards@shalomvillage.on.ca. 

Funds raised by card sales support life and living at 
Shalom Village. Many of the wonderful things that make 
living AT HOME at Shalom special would not be possible 
without your support. Please give Kathleen a call. She 
would love to hear from you! 

Shalom Village Tribute Cards 
Thank you to the following people for sending Shalom Village Tribute Cards to acknowledge life’s milestones 

Honouring our Fathers and our Mothers through days well lived AT HOME at Shalom 

SHALOM VILLAGE 
www.shalomvillage.on.ca 

26th Annual Shalom Village Ladies 
Auxiliary Tea July 12th 

Join us for Chai Tea 

The Shalom Village 
Ladies Auxiliary 
Tea is a highlight of 
the social season 
with wonderful food 
and refreshments 
served in elegant 
surroundings. 

In the 26 years 
since the first 
fundraising tea many thousands 
of dollars have been raised for 
Shalom Village. Proceeds from 
past teas have gone towards 
purchasing mechanical lifts, 
blanket warmers, a large screen 
TV, Passover dishes, spa 
renovations, outfitting our 
Snoezelen room and many 
other projects. 

Tickets are $20 and 
are available at 
Shalom Village or 
by calling (905) 
529-1613 ext. 231. 

Why not joint The 
Chai Circle of 
Support? Tables for 
5 are available in a 
special VIP area in 

Samuel’s Bistro for $500.00 per 
table. Invitations will be sent to 
your 4 guests and cards will be 
placed with each setting with 
your personal message and 
small gift - a great way to thank 
your colleagues, recognize 
accomplishments and celebrate 
great friends!

The Shalom 
Village web site 
was presented 
with an Award of 
Merit at the 
Pinnacle Awards 
hosted by the 
Canadian Public 
Relations 
Society on March 29th. 

"The web site is very comprehensive 
and easy to navigate," according to the 
judges' comments. "Care was taken to 
properly research and reflect its 
audience's needs in the finished 
product." 

In the photo above Carleen Carroll, 
President, CPRS-Hamilton, presents 
the award to Shalom Village's Bob 
Deans.

You can visit the Shalom Village web 
site at www.shalomvillage.on.ca. 

Award for Shalom 
Village Web Site 

Shalom Village Bubbies reach 
out to African counterparts 

Shalom Village 
residents have 
launched a fund-
raising project to help 
support 
grandmothers in 
Africa who are left to 
raise their 
grandchildren after 
they are orphaned by AIDS. 
They have created a Bubbies to 
Grandmothers journal to raise 
money for the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation. The journal, which 
can also be used as a notebook, 
features words of wisdom from 
our Bubbies on each page. 
Shalom Village student Emily 
DiSante conceived the project 
and G.S. Wark Ltd. covered the 
production costs. Artist-in-
residence Jim Kennelly provided 
the original art for the cover.  

In some parts of 
Africa 40 - 60% of 
orphans are being 
raised by 
grandmother-headed 
households. Millions 
of children have been 
orphaned by AIDS, 
sometimes as many 

as ten to fifteen in one 
household. 
In the photo above Minna 
Loewith, reads her words of 
wisdom at the book launch 
celebration on May 1 at Shalom 
Village. 
Bubbies to Grandmothers 
journals are only $10. They are 
available at Bubbi Bessie’s Café 
and the Corner Store at Shalom 
Village or by calling Emily at 
(905) 529-1613 X 233 or e-mail 
to emily@shalomvillage.on.ca. 
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Beth Jacob Synagogue

For over 100 years, Beth Ja-
cob Religious School has been 
committed to giving its stu-
dents a quality Jewish education. 
Building on the foundations set 
by Gloria Silverman and then by 
Fay Schmerling, it is our hope to 
continue providing a quality Jew-
ish education that incorporates 
experiential and hands-on les-
sons.  Through these lessons stu-
dents will inculcate not only Jew-
ish knowledge, but, perhaps even 
more importantly, they will gain 
a spiritual connection to Judaism.

The Beth Jacob She’arim 
Hebrew School and Enrichment 
program is dedicated to provid-
ing an interactive and experien-
tial Jewish education to children 
from Kindergarten to B’nai 
Mitzvah.  Our core classes for 
Kindergarten through 6th grade 
will include Hebrew, Torah and 
Mitzvot, Tefilah, Israel, Holidays 
and Shabbat.  In our B’nai Mitz-
vah classes, there is text study, ti-
kun olam projects, and leadership 
training. For all our students, we 
intend to foster a love of Juda-
ism in the students’ private lives 
and give them a connection to 
the Hamilton Jewish commu-
nity and the world around them.

In addition to these funda-
mentals, we encourage students 

to find their own path to Juda-
ism through our elective pro-
gram, Chuggim.  Students who 
are enrolled in the She’arim 
program automatically par-
ticipate in this innovative and 
hands-on program.  Children 
in the general Hamilton Jewish 
community are also invited to 
participate.  These classes cater 
to each child’s strengths by giv-
ing them a chance to participate 
in something meaningful.  Elec-
tive include Visual Arts (e.g., 
sculpture or painting), Perform-
ing Arts (e.g., dance or drama), 
and Music, to name a few.

As we rebuild, we hope to 
touch many young lives, and 
connect them to their Jew-
ish past, present and future. 
They will be together in a 
Jewish atmosphere, celebrat-
ing being Jewish, and learning 
what it means to Jewish…each 
child in his or her own way.

If She’arim sounds like the 
right program for you, please join 
us at an Information Night on  
Wednesday, June 13  at 7:30 pm. 

If you are interested in at-
tending, or if you have any 
questions, please call Eduation 
Director, Karen Selsberg at 522-
1351, ext 18 or email: Shearim@
b e t h j a c o b s y n a g o g u e . c a

Community

that “we all have the responsi-
bility to support Jewish educa-
tion, and the Hamilton Hebrew 
Academy is really the institu-
tion that embraces all the Jews 
of our community. Every Jewish 
child has a place at the Ham-
ilton Hebrew Academy. The 
awareness of that responsibility 
to Am Israel is something that 
comes very natural to Aaron.”

“I learned so much just sit-
ting in an office next to him,” 
was how Rabbi Daniel Green 
recalled the influence Mr. Shiff-
man had on him in recent years 
since returning to Hamilton. 
“He’s able to make people feel 
so much at ease. He’s a wonder-
ful person to get advice from.”

In the video presentation, the 
ever humble Mr. Shiffman gave 
credit to God for guiding him 
through his many accomplish-
ments, and acknowledged the 
strong role his grandparents had 
in forming his faith. He also paid 
tribute to his late wife, Sheila. His 
greatest accomplishments as far as 
he saw it were his children. “The 
hope for my children and grand-
children is they should continue 
in the ways of their forefathers 
– charitable, kind, learned. If the 
resurrection of the dead were to 
happen today, they should be 
able to relate to their ancestors 
without a moment’s hesitation.”

The funds raised during 
the event will help maintain the 
Hamilton Hebrew Academy’s 
bursary fund and its role as the 
educational institution that serves 
the entire community. Good luck 
to Mr. Shiffman in his continu-
ing contributions to the whole 
Hamilton Jewish community!

with his Boston marathon time, 
it was a tremendous accom-
plishment for a member of our 
community to compete in and 
complete the Boston Marathon. 

He has qualified to 
run again next year and he 
hopes to improve his result. 

What is even more re-
markable about this sports 
story is that David has a dis-
ability.  Life has not been easy.  

He has Aspergers Syndrome 
which causes difficulties in social 
and communication skills.  It has 
affected his ability to obtain and 
maintain employment.  David is 
now 38 years old.  While he lives 
independently in a townhouse, he 
is fortunate to have the assistance 
of Woodview Manor, a support-
ed independent living program 
for high functioning individuals 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Synagogue introduces She’arim Program
Karen Selsberg

A few of Temple Playhouse children pose while searching 
for chametz before the school Seder

Temple Playhouse

“Mishuggena Warriors”
Your Jewish Community Leaders!

Imagine an entire team of Jewish community leaders, and only 
one person gets to shout orders… On Sunday, August 19th, as part 
of Hamilton Port Authority’s Port Days, professional and lay lead-
ers from each of Hamilton Jewish community organizations will 
be participating together in a DRAGON BOAT RACE! Our team 
of 25 paddlers, under the leadership of Team Captain Pat Morden 
and Team Manager Laura Wolfson, will be called the Mishuggena 
Warriors and we will be paddling our hearts out together to raise 
money for much-needed capital purchases for Jewish Social Servic-
es. JSS prefers to use whatever funds it has to support needy fami-
lies in our community, and yet they need office equipment and a 
security system to run their office. So when we call you to sponsor 
us, please give us your support. And come out to cheer for us on 
August 19th! The Mishuggena Warriors team so far includes Rab-
bis Jordan Cohen and Dan Selsberg, as well as Wendy Schneider, 
Karen Selsberg, Gerry Fisher, Christine Nusca, Elaine Levine, Charles 
Kravetsky, Laura Wolfson, Mark Levitt, and there will be more! 13
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DAvID  from page 11SHIFFMAn  from page 11

Currently David gives pre-
sentations about Aspergers Syn-
drome to groups in the area.  He 
now has his amazing running 
accomplishment as proof of 
how important the Woodview 
Manor program has been to him.

His goal is to help Woodview 
Manor become known.  David 
would like contributions to be 
made for the Woodview Manor 
program in order that there will 
be more supported program-
ming and living space for peo-
ple with Aspergers Syndrome.  
The Woodview Manor tele-
phone number is 905 575 7355

We are proud of David. 
Whatever difficulties he has 
had in the past and what he 
may have in the future, he is a 
Boston Marathoner from the 
Hamilton Jewish community. 

Beth Jacob students enjoy Israel art project at its recent open house.

Laura Wolfson



The Jewish Genealogi-
cal Society of Hamilton and 
Area (JGSH) is pleased to an-
nounce that we will be closing 
our 2006/2007 season by host-
ing two of the biggest names 
in genealogical research today.

On Thursday, May 31st, 
the JGSH along with, the Herb 
and CeCe Schreiber Fam-
ily Foundation and the Jewish 
Community Centre of Hamil-
ton are proud to present Stan-
ley Diamond as part of the Ben 
Meyer Memorial Lecture series.  

Mr. Diamond will speak 
on the topic of Medical & Ge-
netic Family History; the Role of 
the Genealogist.  Stanley is the 
founder and president of the Jew-
ish Genealogical Society of Mon-
treal.  He is the Executive Direc-
tor of Jewish Records Indexing 
– Poland.  This award winning 
international project has led to 
the creation of an Internet-search-
able index of all surviving Jewish 
vital records of Poland.  In addi-
tion, he has authored many arti-
cles on genealogical research, and 
in 2002 was the recipient of the 
IAJGS (International Association 
of Jewish Genealogical Societies) 

Jewish Genealogical Society
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Over the past several years, 
Stanley has taken his geneal-
ogy research to a new level.  By 
identifying the potentially fatal 
Beta Thalassemia genetic trait 
in Ashkenazi Jewish families, he 
has married his ancestral explo-
rations to this important ground 
breaking medical research.  He 
is the Genealogist member of 
the genetic research project team 
spearheaded by McGill Universi-
ty   Montreal Children’s Hospital 
and Hebrew University Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem.  We are 
very honoured to have him edu-
cate us on as to why we should all 
be documenting medical histories 
within our families.  More infor-
mation on this project can be 
found at www.diamondgen.org.

Mr. Diamond’s lecture will 
be held at the Jewish Communi-
ty Centre of Hamilton, and will 
be preceded by a heart-healthy 
buffet dinner prepared by Gwen 
Gordon (Supervised by the Va’ad 
Ha Kashrut).  All wishing to at-
tend are asked to RSVP by Mon-
day, May 28, 2007 to the JCC at 
905-648-0605.  There is a $10 
charge per adult for the dinner

We then close our lecture 

Steven Brock

Bridge 
Player 

wanted
Tuesday 

afternoons  
1:00 pm @ 

Shalom Village,
70 Macklin St. S.   

For more 
information 

call Ernie Tarr @ 
905-529-0664

“Can I just stay home?” “No 
one’s going to be there!” “We al-
ready had it last night!” This was 
what I heard as my family and I 
left for the Second Seder at the 
Adas Israel Synagogue. I thought 
to myself, Ma Nishtana Ha Layla 
Ha Zeh... why should this night 
be any different? I anticipated the 
constant bickering and grudging 
participation. I wondered why I 
was forcing us to sit through the 
same lengthy Passover ceremony 
which had bored me to tears in 
this same place so many years ago. 

As soon as the evening servic-
es ended we found our place cards 
and sat down at our designated 
Katz family table in the Wax-
man social hall. To my surprise, 

Second Seder at the Adas 
the room was full to its capacity. 
To the kids’ surprise, many of 
their friends were there too. The 
children sat in the middle of the 
adult tables, which were arranged 
in a square around the perimeter 
of the room. Like the table ar-
rangement, the children were 
the main focus of the evening.

Each guest introduced 
themselves. I later learned that 
this was one of my son’s favourite 
parts of the night. It was interest-
ing to meet people from various 
backgrounds. They came from 
all over; young and old, new im-
migrants and fourth generation 
Hamiltonians such as my chil-
dren. We quickly completed the 
first steps of the Seder, and ev-
eryone was given a turn to lead. 
People read from the Haggadah 
in both English and Hebrew 
while others translated into their 
native tongue, which included 
Russian, Yiddish, and French to 
name a few. We learnt about and 
took part in the customs of dif-
ferent Jewish cultures. My sisters 
loved being blessed with a Seder 
plate brushed over their heads. 

 The big surprise came 
when the Passover story be-
gan. Everyone put down their 
Haggadot and watched in awe 
as Pharaoh, also known as Dr. 
Ohayon, waltzed in, followed 
by a pleading Moshe, (a.k.a. 
Rabbi Tachover). Rabbi Amar 
led a group of children in sing-
ing as Pharaoh experienced each 
of the plagues that were inflicted 

Community

season with a special Sunday af-
ternoon session on June 10th 
which will be held at Anshe Sho-
lom.  In this joint meeting with 
both the Jewish Genealogical So-
cieties of Toronto & Buffalo, we 
are pleased to host Dr. Stephen 
P Morse, whose work on the El-
lis Island immigrant databases, 
has become world renowned.  
Like Mr. Diamond, he is also 
a recipient the IAJGS Lifetime 
Achievement Award.   A Profes-
sor of Electrical Engineering by 
trade, over the years, Dr. Morse 
has developed vast array of web-
based searching aids providing 
incredible and innovative tools 
for the genealogist.  Earlier this 
year, he created his One-Step 
search pages for the 1851 to 
1911 Censuses of Canada, the 
U.S./Canada Border Crossing 
Records, and the 1841 to 1901 
British Census.  We are grate-
ful to have him walk us through 
this amazing research tool.

For more information about 
the JGSH please contact Hazel 
Boon directly at president@ jgsh.
org or by phone at 905-524-3345.  
We look forward to seeing you.

upon the Egyptians. The chil-
dren excitedly caught stuffed 
frogs, plastic sunglasses, gummy 
locusts, marshmallow hail, etc. 
My eldest daughter actually 
screamed as Pharaoh shocked the 
audience with a life-like snake. 

By the time the presenta-
tion was over and we finished the 
components of the Seder lead-
ing up to the Shulchan Orech, 
the meal, it was well past eleven 
o’clock. Nonetheless, the chil-
dren did not complain once and 
remained attentive the entire 
time. After the delicious chick-
en soup with matzo balls was 
served, we lost some of the adult 
representatives of my family. 
However, those who remained 
for the rest of the meal were glad 
they did. Keeping in mind how 
difficult it is to feed so many 
people so quickly, everything 
tasted hot and delicious. There 
was plenty of assistance with the 
serving and clearing from those 
who still had energy, (not me!), 
and the meal went by smoothly. 

There was lively singing to 
conclude the Seder, and together 
we cried earnestly “Lishana Ha 
BaAh Bi Yerushalayim”, next 
year in Jerusalem. When I gath-
ered what was left of my family 
to leave I realized that someone 
was missing. I reentered the hall 
and found my son Jake, his arms 
intertwined with the Rabbis and 
others, dancing. Now I know 
what made this second Seder 
night different from all the others! 

Kehila Jewish Community Day School is pleased to 
announce – we now welcome donations of bonds, 
stocks, and mutual funds. We provide a charitable tax 
receipt for the full value of investments.

Why donate investments? In 
most cases, if appreciated 
investments are donated 
directly to a charity instead of 
being sold first, this leads to 
significant tax savings when 
compared to gifts of cash.

Please invest in Jewish 
education – we are growing, and your gift allows us to 
continue to offer bursaries.  Thank you!

To discuss your gift, please reach us at 905-529-7725 

Amy Katz Martin

15

H
A

M
IL

T
O

N
 JE

W
IS

H
 N

EW
S 

• 
JU

N
E,

 2
00

7

Zion Naftali
Registered Insurance Broker

Call Zion for all your insurance needs
1.800.611.4411

 Auto    Home     Commercial     Life

Servicing the community since 1945
tel: 905.632.3022        fax: 905.632.2621

zion.naftali@haberinsurance.com
http://www.haberinsurance.com



fowler & associates
Private Client Financial Services

Complete Investment & Estate Planning 

 scott thomson                  Dwight a. fowler              shane fowler
 Investment Executive                            Director            Investment Executive

Tel: (905) 570-7965
Toll Free: 1-800-461-5842
Fax: (905) 570-7989

TM Trademark used under authorization and control of The Bank of Nova Scotia. ScotiaM-
cLeod is a division of Scotia Capital Inc., Member CIPF.

If you feel sentenced to 
twenty years of boredom and 
need to experience musical heav-
en, don’t miss what is sure to be 
the sell-out, transformative event 
of the year – some of Leonard 
Cohen’s most ethereal songs.   

Drawing from some of 
Leonard Cohen’s best-loved ma-
terial, this show is a unique col-
laboration between the theatrical 
and classical. Musical innovators, 
Blue Engine have drawn wide 
ranging audiences with their pro-
grams, ranging from music by El-
vis Costello, women composers 
such as Fanny Mendelssohn and 

Songs of Leonard Cohen
Lucie Vellere, and composers who 
perished during the Holocaust.  

On Sunday, September 9, 
the ensemble travels to Ham-
ilton for a gala performance in 
support of Mitochondrial Dis-
ease Research at the McMas-
ter University Medical Centre. 
The evening includes delicious 
cocktails, a silent auction, a 
multi-course dinner menu with 
wine.  Tickets are $75.00 each.  
To reserve, contact Carmens 
Box Office at 905-387-0007 or 

boxoffice@carmens.com.

Community

Chabad programs both on 
campus and in the community 
continue despite the untimely 
passing of Rabbi Itkin who is 
missed by all.  Over two hundred 
children from both the Hamilton 
Hebrew Academy and Kehilla 
Day School had the opportunity 
to make their own Matzot prior 
to the holiday.  The Social Hall 
of the Adas Israel Synagogue was 
turned into a Matzah factory. 
Donning bakers caps and moving 
from station to station, the chil-
dren from nursery age through 
grade eight ground the wheat, 
rolled out the dough, shaped 
the Matzah, put holes in it to let 
the air escape and then watched 
as the Matzah was baked. Four 
Chabad representatives guided 
the children through this interac-
tive program.  The Model Matzah 
Factory is an interactive program 
presented by Chabad worldwide 
and was once again brought to 

Chabad Lubavitch
Hamilton this year by Fajgi Itkin.

Chabad ended its very suc-
cessful term on Campus with a 
“farewell to seniors” Friday night 
dinner that was very well at-
tended.  The returning students 
commented how they are look-
ing forward to joining Chabad 
once again in the autumn when 
they will be able to nourish not 
only their body with delicious 
home cooked meals on Fri-
day night but also their minds.  

A special note:  In the last 
issue of the Hamilton Jew-
ish News an article appeared 
about the very successful yearly 
on campus Friday night dinner 
known as “Shabbat 100”.   In-
advertently a very important co-
sponsor and partner was omit-
ted.  A very big thank you to 
the Jewish Students Association 
for co-sponsoring this wonder-
ful event together with Chabad. 

Register now!
Summer Camp and School September 2007

Offering the warmest and most caring 
first pair of arms away from home

Temple Playhouse/The Berlin School
Toddler • Preschool • Junior Kindergarten  •  Senior Kindergarten

Parent and Tot Friday Drop In 

2 Great Summer Camps
July 3 – August 10, 2007

(1) Pizza to Picasso Art Camp 2007
(with a dabble in cooking) Entering SK to Grade 5

(2) Summer Fun in the Sun Camp
Programs for Toddler to 4 years 

215 Cline Avenue North, Hamilton next to the 

G.R. Allan School and Churchill Park 
For more details call Celia Berlin at 905-528-3341
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The Department of Religious 
Studies at McMaster University 
is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Dr. Aaron Hughes 
as Herb and CeCe Schreiber 
Visiting Scholar in Jewish Stud-
ies for the coming academic year.  

This visiting professorship 
has been made possible thanks to 
a gift from the Herb and CeCe 
Schreiber family. This purpose 
of the gift was to bring a leading 
scholar to McMaster who would 
“contribute to Jewish Studies at 
McMaster as well as to the pub-
lic understanding of Judaism” 
through teaching, public lectures 
and other activities in the universi-
ty and the Hamilton community.

Aaron Hughes is an Asso-
ciate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Religious Studies at the 
University of Calgary.  He is an 
expert in Jewish thought and 
philosophy in the medieval and 
early modern periods and has 
also worked extensively in me-
dieval Islamic philosophy.  His 
2004 book, The Texture of the 
Divine: Imagination in Medi-
eval Islamic and Jewish Thought, 
brings imagination, ritual, poet-
ics and aesthetics to the study of 
Jewish philosophy. Jewish Phi-
losophy A–Z (2005) is a general 
introduction to the field written 
for undergraduates and inter-
ested non-academics.  A third 
book is about to appear on The 
Art of Dialogue in Jewish Phi-
losophy; it examines the role of 
dialogue in the works of Jehuda 
Halevi, Isaac Abravanel, Moses 
Mendelssohn and Martin Buber.  

Dr. Hughes is currently 

working on a new project that 
will explore the concept of meta-
phor in Jewish philosophy. Dr. 
Hughes is a very popular teach-
er at the University of Calgary 
where he has received the Stu-
dent Union Teaching Award.  
He has also been very active 
in promoting Jewish-Muslim 
dialogue in Western Canada. 

Dr. Hughes will be in resi-
dence at McMaster during the 
January–April academic term.  
On the undergraduate level, he 
will teach “Introduction to Jew-
ish Mysticism” (Religious Studies 
3GG3). This course will explore 
the historical development, tex-
tual traditions and key figures 

associated with Jewish mystical 
or esoteric traditions, includ-
ing Kabbalah and Hasidism.  
At the graduate level, Professor 
Hughes will co-teach a seminar 
on prophecy and revelation in 
Jewish philosophy. There will 
be many opportunities for stu-
dents, faculty and community 
members to welcome Professor 
Hughes and benefit from his ex-
pertise, including public lectures 
and discussion groups featuring 
text-based explorations of Jewish 
traditions.  For details regarding 
Professor Hughes’s stay, please 
contact: The Department of Re-
ligious Studies, 905 525-9140, 
#24567, dickshe@mcmaster.ca.  

visiting scholar in Jewish Studies 
Schreiber Foundation funds scholar at McMaster

would lead to the creation of 
a national board of between 28 
and 35 members. These mem-
bers will include the CJC regional 
chairs, the key national leadership 
positions, and would also have 
geographic representation from 
across Canada. This board, whose 
term would last two years, would 
then name officers. The board’s 
executive committee would deal 
with ongoing day-to-day man-
agement of CJC. Adoption of 
the new bylaw would also mean 
the Plenary would be held every 
two years, rather than triennially. 

This new bylaw represents an 
important opportunity for CJC 
to eliminate complexities in its 
structure, encourage broad rep-
resentation and enhance renewal 
among its leadership. At the same 
time, CJC’s regions will continue 
to exercise autonomy, within the 
framework of national objectives, 
for their own regional boards. 

One of the key elements of 
any CJC Plenary is the opportunity 
to pay tribute to a few very special 
people whose work in the Jewish 
community and in the greater world 
inspires us all. This year’s recipient 
of the Samuel Bronfman Medal, 
presented to a person who has 
rendered distinguished service to 
Canadian Jewish Congress and the 
Jewish community, is Rose Wolfe. 

Ms. Wolfe’s roles as a longstand-
ing Chair of the Ontario Region 
Community Relations Commit-
tee of Canadian Jewish Congress, 
Past President of UJA Federation 
of Greater Toronto, and Chancel-
lor of the University of Toronto 
demonstrate her life-long com-
mitment to the Jewish community 
and to the wider Canadian society. 

The Saul Hayes Human Rights 
Award, offered in honour of distin-
guished service to the cause of hu-
man rights, will be presented to Ot-
tawa lawyer Richard Warman, who 
has been an important leader in the 
fight against hate on the Internet. 
The Alan Rose Award for Interna-
tional Human Dignity, given for 
commitment to and achievements 
in the defense and promotion of 
human rights and freedoms, will 
be given to Cpl. Tamar Freeman, 
a medic in the Canadian armed 
forces who spent six months on 
tour in Afghanistan caring for 
both soldiers and local Afghans. 

The CJC 28th Plenary As-
sembly is sure to be an excit-
ing day during which Jews from 
across Canada will come together 
to celebrate achievements, elect 
new leadership and make posi-
tive change for our community. 

Wendy Lampert is the Canadian 
Jewish Congress,  National Director 
of Communications.

CJC  from page 7

Eileen Schuller



Proud sponsors of www.jewishhamilton.org

Parkway Motors Hamilton Ltd.
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 There is a moment ev-
ery Friday night when I 
catch a glimpse of holiness. 

It comes after those few 
minutes of silent prayer. My 
mind is quiet, cleared of all the 
petty troubles that fill it the rest 
of the week. For those seconds 
I can think only of the many 
ways my life has been blessed.

Security, home, food, dear 
friends and a loving family. All the 
things that make life worth living. 

After those too-brief mo-
ments Laura’s voice floats across 
the sanctuary, soft, low and sweet. 
She sings Oseh Shalom and 
the feeling of peace that floods 
over me can move me to tears.

I’ve been asked many times 
over the last year why I made the 
decision to become a Jew. Those 
108 words come as close as any I’ve 
ever written to explaining why.

My Jewish journey started 
over 30 years ago when I first 
attended a service at Temple 
Anshe Sholom. I knew then 
there was something about 
this faith, the foundation from 
which both Christianity and 
Islam drew their inspiration, 
that spoke directly to my heart.

In those days, however, I 
couldn’t express those feelings. 
Perhaps Rabbi Baskin understood 
that and, in the kind way for 
which he is known, he deflected 
my requests to be converted. Af-
ter two years I was distracted by 
the things that fill the minds of 
young men — the search for a 
job, a wife, a home, a purpose.

The fact my heart was open 
to such a message wasn’t because 
I’d been raised in a religious en-
vironment. I was christened in 
the United Church in 1954, not 
because my parents had any great 
reservoir of faith, but mostly be-
cause that’s what parents did in 
those days. Between that baptism 
and our wedding in the same 
church 22 years later, my reli-
gious education was confined to 
the daily Scripture readings then 

Steve Arnold conducted in public schools, Bap-
tist vacation Bible schools where 
the Christian message was em-
bedded in ventriloquist acts and 
puppet plays and very periodic 
attendance at United Church ser-
vices. For a brief period we were 
also sent to a Pentecostal church 
but found the mass hysteria of 
people speaking in tongues and 
writhing on the floor in spiri-
tual ecstasy deeply frightening.

Despite my doubts about 
Christianity, my longing for re-
ligious expression and connec-
tion prompted me to volunteer 
my soul for salvation at two 
revival meetings as a teenager. 
While I thought my heart was 
open, the message of Chris-
tian redemption left me cold.

And so it was for the next 
three decades. I found a career I 
like, a job that has brought some 
recognition and a degree of secu-
rity. I fell in love and we’ve made 
a comfortable home. The old re-
ligious urge, however, was never 
completely silent. Every time 
I drove into Westdale I would 
cast a glance toward The Tem-
ple and feel a pang of longing.

Early in 2006 as I neared the 
age of 52, however, the need for 
some form of faith expression 
bubbled back to the surface of 
my mind. There was no “burn-
ing bush” incident — I reached a 
time in life when, with my parents 
in increasingly frail health, some 
high school classmates already 
dead and no children to ensure 
my future, the idea of my own 
mortality became suddenly stark.

Where many men respond 
to that realization by buying a 
sports car and being foolish with 
women young enough to be their 
daughters, my thoughts turned 
inward. I started with very basic 
questions about what I believe 
about man and faith and God 
and then started to try to fit those 
ideas into some religious context.

God, I decided, exists not 
as the “divine overseer” placing 
black marks against my name 
in a Book of Judgement, but 
as a spark of divinity within 
each of us. If that idea is true, 
then there is no need for a mes-
siah figure to intercede for me. 
There is also no need for the 
ponderous dogma which weighs 
down most of Christianity.

From this most basic con-
clusion I sought a faith stripped 
of dogma, a faith founded on 
the concept of a direct per-
sonal relationship with the di-

vine. This thinking brought 
me again to Reform Judaism.

Libraries have been filled by 
more learned minds than mine 
struggling to explain this, but 
while millions have found com-
fort in the Christian idea of salva-
tion through Jesus, my soul cries 
for a more personal connection 
and a salvation earned through 
action in this world. That path, 
I believe, is defined by the Torah.

Translating those ideas into 
lived experience, of course, has 
meant some trouble. I have had 

to wrestle with a sense of sepa-
ration from the rituals of my 
youth. I felt this most keenly in 
December — first at the funeral 
of my wife’s Big Sister where, 
during the singing of Amaz-
ing Grace, I was struck by the 
knowledge I had severed myself 
from that old source of comfort.

The feeling was reinforced 
Christmas Eve when the rest 
of my wife’s family sang “Oh 
Holy Night” and I could only sit 
there, hands folded, head bowed.

Still to be faced, is the 
question of how to make an 
interfaith marriage work. 

As troubling as those ques-
tions may be, they are noth-
ing compared to the sense of 
peace my decision to choose 
Judaism has brought me. That 
sense is reinforced very week 
when Laura’s sweet voice wash-
es over my mind again and I 
realize Shabbat as returned.

On becoming a Jew by Choice
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