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Answer the Call on Super Sunday
O

n Sunday, Dec. 8, beginning at 9:30 a.m.,
the Jewish community will come together
in spirit and in action as one community to
make the world a better place.
Please answer our phone call, and make a
generous donation to the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond’s Annual Campaign
so that Jews in our community, in Israel and
around the world can receive the vital help
they need.
Your support of Federation
helps us fight poverty, rescue and resettle Jewish
immigrants, and strengthen Jewish life.
Volunteer with us at the Weinstein JCC as
we make the most important calls of the year.
One phone conversation can make a difference
in the lives of Jews in our community, in
Israel, and around the world. One phone
conversation can help strengthen social services
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and celebrate Jewish life. Answering the phone
has never been so important.
Campaign General Chair Ellen Renee
Adams, said, “Super Sunday is an important
event in our community. It provides an
excellent opportunity for a very broad base
of folks to participate in and contribute to the
Federation’s critical efforts to help Jews and
non-Jews in Richmond, Israel and throughout
the world. In addition, a number of local
businesses help support our activities with door
prizes for volunteers for which we are thankful.”
The difficult economic times we now
face have placed an unprecedented strain
on resources. Many families and seniors are
hurting. Although you may not see the need
Super Sunday More on page 4

VHM Book Lecture
Planned for Dec. 18

O

n Wednesday,
Dec. 18, at 5:30
p.m., the Virginia
Holocaust Museum
will host Waitman
Wade Beorn, assistant
professor of History
and the Louis and
Frances
Blumkin
Professor of Holocaust
and Genocide Studies
at University of German soldiers round-up a group of Jewish
Nebraska at Omaha, men and line them up against a picket fence in
who will discuss his Czestochowa. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of B. Ashley Grimes II.
book,
“Marching
into Darkness, The
While Nazi death squads
Wehrmacht and the Holocaust in routinely carried out mass
Belarus.”
executions on the Eastern front,
The book is a bone-chilling this particular atrocity was not the
exposé of the ordinary footsoldiers work of the SS but was committed
who participated in the “Final by a regular German army unit
Solution” on a daily basis. On acting on its own initiative.
October 10, 1941, the entire Jewish
Dr. Charles Sydnor, president
population of the Belarusian and CEO of VHM, said, “This
village of Krucha was rounded up book is going to create a sizeable
and shot.
stir when it is published because
Lecture More on page 15

Steve Markel to Speak
at Enterprise Circle
T
he
JCFR
Enterprise
Circle will host a breakfast
program with guest speaker
Steve Markel on Thursday, Dec.
19, at 7:30 a.m., at the Weinstein
JCC.
Markel will speak about “The
Markel Way.” Markel has been
the vice chairman of the Markel
Corporation since March 1992.
He served as the treasurer at
Markel from October 1986 to
August 1993, and as its executive
vice president from October
1986 to March 1992. He has
been a director since 1978. He
also was a vice president and
director of S&K Famous Brands
Inc.
Markel also serves as a
director of Fairfax Financial
Holdings, Ltd. and Morden
& Helwig Group, Inc. He
also is a director of MarkelGayner Asset Management
Corporation and a Trustee of

Steve Markel

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.
Markel has been a director at
AVEMCO Corporation since
1994, and was a member of the
Audit and Compensation and
Stock Option Committees.
Markel, based in Richmond,
is a holding company listed on
the NYSE and trades under
the ticker symbol “MKL.”
Founded in 1930, the company
underwrites
customized
Markel More on page 3

Federation happenings

JCFR Student Division
Kicks Off at RTA

T

he JCFR Student Division
Campaign brought back the
long awaited Federation Orientation
November 14 at Rudlin Torah
Academy. Students at RTA were
already excited about the Annual
Campaign, with each student
prepared with their own mini pledge
card and a school wide thermometer
tracking the schools percentage of
participation.
Many RTA students, Principal Yosef Bart and several
Once again the students learned teachers gather outside with Susan Adolf, chair, JCFR
about the good work of the Federation Student Division Campaign.
here in Richmond, in Israel and
around the world.
Susan Adolf, co-chair, JCFR Women’s
Division and Student Division chair; and
Rebecca Kalman-Winston, co-chair, Women’s Division; spoke to the students and
thanked them for their contributions.
Using a video originally produced by the
Jewish Federations of North America, the
students saw an impressive visual of where
dollars go, and how the entire Jewish community benefits from the monies raised here
in Richmond.
In addition to the students at RTA, area
youth groups and local Sunday Schools are
taking part in this year’s Student Division
(From left) Melanie Phillips, JCFR Young LeadCampaign.
ership director; Rebecca Kalman-Winston,
For details about the JCFR Student co-chair, Women’s Division; and Susan Adolf,
Division Campaign, contact Susan Adolf, co-chair, JCFR Women’s Division and Student
Student Division chair, at shoozie@aol.com.
Division chair; in front of RTA’s Campaign Thermometer.

Network JCFR Participants
Enjoy ‘Latkes & Vodka’

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
• Through Dec. 31
‘Women of Ravensbruck’
Virginia Holocaust Museum

• Dec. 15 | 2 p.m.
RTA’s Annual Run-A-Latke
Virginia Farm Bureau at West Creek

• Dec. 8 | 9:30 a.m.
JCFR Super Sunday
Weinstein JCC

• Dec. 19 | 7:30 a.m.
JCFR Enterprise Circle: Steve Markel
Weinstein JCC

• Dec. 12-18
“Hello Dolly!”
Sara Belle November Theatre
Weinstein JCC

• Jan. 19-20 | 11:30 a.m.
Richmond Jewish Food Festival
Weinstein JCC

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

Network JCFR Set for December

N

etwork JCFR plans the following
Tribefest Info Session/Happy
programs in December
Hour, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 6 p.m., Lady
YAD
Campaign
Hanukkah Nawlins, 2329 W. Main St. Come for a New
Celebration, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 5:30 p.m. Orleans-themed Happy Hour to hear about
Tribefest 2014 and enjoy appetizers and
D e Fa z i o s / P i c k U p s
networking on us, drinks on you!
Plus, 2601 Tuckernuck
Dr. The Young Adult
To RSVP, call Melanie Phillips, Federation
Division of
Jewish
Young Leadership director at (804) 545-8623
Community Federation
or email mphillips@jewishrichmond.org.
of
Richmond
will
host comedian Noah
the
Gardenswartz for an Noah Gardenswartz
Annual
Campaign
Hanukkah Celebration. He cut his comedy
teeth in the diverse rooms of Atlanta. He now
How good & pleasant it is
lives and performs in Brooklyn, co-hosting a
for brethren to dwell in unity.
monthly show called “Comedy Freaknik” at
The Creek and the Cave. His other credits
The Reflector is published monthly by the
include TBS’ “Today’s Riff,” Comcast’s “Trial
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
by Laughter,” and he was even a semi-finalist
Copy must be received two and a half weeks
in NBC’s “Stand Up For Diversity.” The cost
prior to the date of publication. The Reflector
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or
to attend is $36, which includes one free drink
advertisement submitted. Views expressed
and heavy hors d’oeuvres. In addition, a gift to
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not
the 2014 Annual Campaign is required.
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Jewish

Reflector

Home-Hosted Shabbat Dinner,
Friday, Dec. 6, 6 p.m. RSVP on Facebook for
address.

(From left) Mindi Seidel and Grace Zell at the
Network JCFR event.

.
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Call for information about advertising in The
Reflector at 545-8655. Acceptance of advertising does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.
Nathan Shor, President
Samuel H. Asher, Chief Executive Officer
Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director
Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor
Sara Rosenbaum, Director of Operations

Y

oung Jewish professionals enjoyed
eating, drinking and schmoozing at a
Network JCFR event co-sponsored with
the Weinstein JCC on Nov, 14 – Latkes &
Vodka.
They heard Jeff Rabhan, Richmond
native and Douglas Freeman graduate,
discuss his experiences in the music business.
He’s the author of “Cool Jobs in the Music
Business.”
Following his remarks, he signed copies
of his book as part of the Weinstein JCC’s
Book Fair program.

Community Federation of Richmond.

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

5403 Monument Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226

Elliot and Elizabeth Fitzgerald at the event.
Photo by Adrienne Winkelmann

(804) 545-8620
Email: reflector@jewishrichmond.org

www.JewishRichmond.org

Women’s Division Holds Two
Successful Campaign Events

Who is Protecting Whom?

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR
(From left) Stacey Baum, a new Ruby Lion, with (From left) Eileen Kitces and Suzanne Kitces
Jessica Samet and 2014 Campaign Chair Ellen Peck chaired the Lion of Judah event.
Renee Adams. Photos by Adrienne Winkelmann

T

he Women’s Division of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond,
chaired by Susan Adolf, and co-chaired by
Rebecca Kalman-Winston, held two highly
successful recent 2014 Campaign events.
On Oct. 28, the Lions of Judah gathered
at Adolf Jewelers to pin a new Lion, Karin
Fine, and announce a new Ruby Lion, Stacey
Baum. Eileen Kitces and Suzanne Kitces Peck
chaired this event.
The guest speaker, Ann Pava, the Jewish
Federations of North America National
chair of Women’s Philanthropy, shared her
inspirational story of how becoming a Lion of
Judah played a pivotal role in her journey as
both a Jewish woman and community leader.
On Nov. 11, a Pomegranate evening social
was held at the home of Adolf. The event
was co-chaired by Amy Nisenson and Fine.
Claudia Biegler and Nisenson were pinned as
new Pomegranates.
This event highlighted the Taglit-Birthright
Israel program, which is just one of the many

E

(From left) New Lion of Judah, Karin Fine, is
pinned by Susan Adolf.

important programs that JCFR campaign
dollars supports. At the program, TaglitBirthright Israel participants from the
Richmond area shared personal accounts
on how their experiences have influenced
Campaign More on page 4

Markel

Continued from page 1

insurance products. Insurance segments
include Markel Wholesale, Global
Insurance, Markel Specialty, Global
Reinsurance and Markel International
(including Markel Syndicate 3000 and
Lloyd’s Syndicate 1400).
Markel Ventures, a subsidiary that
makes strategic investments in companies
outside of the insurance marketplace,
is another important component of its
business.
One of Markel’s unique competitive
advantages is the Markel Style, which
inspires its associates and guides all
decision-making. Reflecting the style in all
business dealings has created a corporate
culture in which integrity, transparency,
www.JewishRichmond.org

(From left) Dorothy Wizer with Yuliya Yesepkina, a
MASA participant.

honesty, sense of humor, disdain for
bureaucracy, striving for a better way,
teamwork, sharing success with others, and
passion for all it does are non-negotiable.
“Living the Style” is both expected and a
high compliment.
The Enterprise Circle is designed
to create both networking and lifelong
learning opportunities for established
as well as new business professionals in
our community while at the same time
extending a Jewish community welcome
to newer members who have relocated to
work in the Greater Richmond area.
For more information or to RSVP,
contact Diane Munsey at (804) 545-8654
or dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org.

arly in November, we were at the
General Assembly of the Jewish
Federations of North America, which
takes place in Israel every five years.
Since we were in Jerusalem, we also
participated in the Assembly of the
Jewish Agency for Israel.
The Jewish Agency Assembly
started with a great personal interview
with the President of Israel, Shimon
Peres, now 90, and a speech by Jewish
Agency Chairman Natan Sharansky. It
was a pleasure to participate in these
sessions with Dorothy Wizer, past
president of the JCFR.
There was a great gathering of
Partnership2gether leadership on Nov.
7, celebrating 18 years of the JAFI
program. Members of our Hadera/
Eiron Partnership joined us for this
celebration in Jerusalem.
On Friday morning, Nov. 8, we
had an inside look at Israeli society as
Jerusalemites prepared for Shabbat.
We were escorted by MASA program
participants as we toured the shuk and
neighborhoods near Machane Yehuda
and were briefed on new businesses in
the area that were started with the help
of a JAFI loan fund.
That evening we went down to the
Kotel (Western Wall), for Kabbalat
Shabbat (preparation for Shabbat),
and prayers at the Western Wall. I
have never seen so many people at the
Kotel. Yeshiva boys came down in
big groups; many mission participants
were there along with the usual groups
of Orthodox and Chassidic men and
women praying on each side of the
mechitza (divider).
On this Shabbat there was a huge
group of Israeli soldiers dancing and
singing. The different colored berets
they wore indicated which divisions

they were from, i.e., engineers, tanks,
paratroopers, etc. There was a general
with the group of young officers. We
asked who they were and where they
served. “The cream of the crop” the IDF
general told us.
These commanders were participating
in an advanced leadership training course
in Jerusalem. We asked if they were
observant Jews and he said they were not.
They just came to the Kotel for inspiration
and maybe some divine guidance.
I turned to my colleague, Alan
Margolies, CEO of the Jacksonville
Federation, and said that it is so interesting
that these officers represent the army that
protects the Jews praying at the wall.
As if on cue, one of the religious Jews
praying fervently stopped his prayers
and looked me in the eye. “I don’t think
you have that right” he said, in perfect
English. “Maybe it’s the other way
around!” He said,
“Or maybe the maker of the world,” I
said, “will protect us all!”
Well, I stood for many minutes
pondering this question. To this day, I
don’t have an answer, but cherish the
moment at the wall, one of the most
sacred places in the world. Maybe all
three postulates are correct. I guess it’s a
matter of perspective.
I don’t know who is protecting whom,
but I do know that there are those who
pray and work for our demise. As Iran
makes more enriched uranium every day
and the peace talks with the Palestinians
falter, we can all pray that those beautiful
young officers don’t get called into action.
If you would like to see a number
of photographs from the trip, visit the
Federation’s Facebook page.
As always, please give me a call at (804)
545-8622 or email sasher@jewishrichmond.
org.

.
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Super Sunday
Continued from page 1

each day, it is real and urgent. Please
think about the good you want to do,
both here at home and around the world.
Volunteers and sponsors will be
recognized in the January Reflector.
For the fourth year in a row, the
Federation will present a Spirit Award
grant of $1,000 to the local agency that
has the highest percentage of its board
and staff working as volunteers on Super
Sunday.
To be eligible, the agency must have
100 percent of its board making a pledge
to the 2014 Annual Campaign.
It’s not too late to support the 2014
Annual Campaign. Federation ensures

the Jewish future, connecting people to
Jewish identity. Remember us when you
make year-end gifts. Donations mailed
by Dec. 31, 2013, are eligible for a tax
deduction this calendar year. For this
reason, we strongly encourage you to
make your year-end gift right now. Of
course, there is another reason to mail
your gift as soon as you are able. That is
the growing need for our services.
To make a pledge or for Campaign
information, contact Matt Langsam
at (804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@
jewishrichmond.org..
No One Builds Community Like
Federation.

Claudia Biegler received her Pomegranate pin.

Amy Nisenson, co-chair of the Pomegranate
social, was pinned a new Pomegranate.

Fact of the Month

J

ewish Federations support programs that feed, clothe and shelter the poorest Jews in
Russia and other Eastern European countries.
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, which is supported by Jewish
Federations, helps nearly 160,000 elderly Jews annually with critical-care through 161
Hesed relief centers and other organizations. Learn more about JDC’s lifesaving work in
Russia and other Eastern European countries by visiting www.jdc.org.
Susan and Ronnie Adolf and Gloria Weiner
Adams.

Tradition

(From left) Nannette Shor and Jill Goldfine.

HONORED PROVIDER

WOODY FUNERAL HOME
SERVING RICHMOND SINCE 1905

Parham Chapel
1771 Parham Rd
804-288-3013

Huguenot Chapel
1020 Huguenot Rd
804-794-1000

Atlee Chapel
9271 Shady Grove Rd
804-730-0035

Woody Advanced
Planning
804-288-3013

(From left) Willa Kalman and Rebecca KalmanWinston.

(From left) Barbara Shocket and Susan Sisisky.

Campaign
Continued from page 3

the development of their individual Jewish
identities.
The speakers included Matthew Krug
Miller, JCFR Board member and chair of
the JCFR Young Leadership Cabinet; Ethan
Litvin, Hillel director and assistant director of
Youth and Family Services for the Weinstein
JCC; Elan Rice, a senior at Randolph-Macon
College and Stephanie Bello, a senior at
Randolph-Macon College and Hillel student
president.

.
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The Lion of Judah program recognizes
women who have made a $5,000 or higher
commitment to the JCFR Annual Campaign,
while the Pomegranate level recognizes
woman who have committed to a yearly gift
of $1,800 or higher.
For details about the JCFR Women’s
Division, contact Shoshanna SchechterShaffin at sshaffin@jewishrichmond.org or (804)
545-8626.

www.JewishRichmond.org

RTA happenings

(From left) Miriam David, Beckett Pegalis, Jasmine Starnes, Maya
Tudor, Alexander Klestzick, Dani Plotnick and Eliyahu Aronowitz.

RTA Live at WJCC
R

Nutzy the Flying Squirrel launches last year’s RTA Run-A-Latke that drew more than 300 participants.

Run-A-Latke Set for Dec. 15
R

TA’s 5th Annual Run-A-Latke 5K & Miler is set for
Sunday, Dec. 15, at 2 p.m.
The event will be held at the Virginia Farm Bureau in
West Creek. While Chanukah will be over, there still will
be plenty of latkes and doughnuts at the finish line.
Organizers expect a large gathering because it’s a

Sunday in Winter and has the best race food around.
For registration and details, call (804) 784-9050.
Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, in part, by a generous
contribution from the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

udlin Torah Academy’s kindergarten class delivered
a delightful performance for the Weinstein JCC
pre-school Shabbat party on Friday, Nov. 8.
Under the direction of Morah Perel Sherman,
the students shone on stage, entertaining adults and
children alike with their high energy and spirited
singing. The program was the second in a series, and is
part of the ongoing partnership between RTA and the
Center’s pre-school - another great example of interagency cooperation in Jewish Richmond.
For more information about RTA, come visit its
website, www.rudlin.com, or check out the school’s new
Facebook page.

MAKE GIFT GIVING EASY....SHOP SAXON!
 Socks & Belts

 Frye
 Hair Ties & Bracelets

 Toms

 Uggs

 Ariat

 Clarks


Vera
Bradley

 Hunter

SHORT PUMP TOWN CENTER | 804.285.3473
SPOTSYLVANIA TOWNE CENTRE | 540.736.8600

www.saxonshoes.com

www.JewishRichmond.org

 Brighton

FREE GIFT WRAP ON
ANY SAXON PURCHASE.

.
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Jewish Family Theatre’s
Debra Clinton Honored

Debra Clinton

J

ewish Family Theatre Artistic Director
Debra Clinton was recently honored
with the 2013 Pollack Prize for Excellence
in the Arts.
Though many are aware of the exciting
honor recently bestowed upon Clinton, the
Weinstein JCC wanted to share a heartfelt
congratulations!
For anyone who has had the pleasure of
attending a play or musical of the Jewish
Family Theatre at the Center over the last

seven years, you have seen the work of the
Richmonder.
She has been a member of the
Richmond theatre community as an
actor, teacher, writer and director for
more than 20 years. It was a great honor
for the Center to acquire her immense
talents at the helm of the ever-growing
JFT in 2006. Clinton’s vision, attention to
detail and capacity to help inexperienced
performers – adults and children – find
their true potential is unparalleled.
Whether leading a cast of many in
epic musicals like “Fiddler on the Roof,”
“How to Succeed in Business without
Really Trying,” and this year’s “Hello,
Dolly!” or telling bold Jewish stories in
plays like “And Then They Came for
Me,” “Conversations with My Father,”
and “My Name is Asher Lev,” Clinton
directs with honesty while encouraging
her actors to find their stories in the work
as well.
In the annual Acts of Faith Festival,
she has provided JFT with the opportunity
Clinton More on page 8

Weinstein JCC happenings

Upcoming Exhibits at the
Sara D. November Art Gallery
O
n Dec. 5, Richmond photographer
Dean Whitbeck will open his exhibit,
“A Shared Humanity,” in the Sara D.
November Art Gallery at the Weinstein JCC.
The subjects for the series of portraits
are individuals, adults and children with
and without disabilities – all part of a larger
group of participants in the immensely
successful “LiveArt” program through the
School of Performing Arts in the Richmond
Community.
Whitbeck’s hope is that “these portraits
transcend social labels and stigmas,
reminding us how very similar we all are in
this human experience.”
The Center’s commitment to inclusion
and supporting the needs of individuals
with special needs made the display of this
amazing work a natural fit. The Weinstein
JCC Patrons of the Arts is honored to share
in this dedication by making this work
available to the community at large.
“Through these portraits, we are drawn

to the shared human
experience, a place where
words like ‘disability’ or
‘ability’ are eclipsed by
‘personality,’
‘beauty,’
‘strength,’ ‘intelligence’
and ‘wisdom,” said
Whitbeck.
POA welcomes Richmonders of all ages
and abilities to visit the Center to view and
share in this unique expression of art and
love.
Whitbeck describes his approach as
“simple, straightforward, bold, classic, true
and straight from the camera.” He continues
to make art and works to support arts in
the Richmond community as the director
of Youth Programming at the Visual Arts
Center of Richmond and as a volunteer for
LiveArt at SPARC.
Exhibits More on page 7

Take a look at the
Weinstein JCC!

Fitness • Preschool • Camps
Cultural Arts • And More!

Join today for one free
month and $1 registration

Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center • weinsteinjcc.org • 5403 Monument Avenue • 285.6500

.
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Liliane Willens to Discuss Her
Memoir ‘Stateless in Shanghai’
L
iliane Willens, author of
the memoir “Stateless in
Shanghai,” will discuss “The
Three Waves of Jewish Migration
to China, 1845-1940,” at the
Weinstein JCC on Jan. 15 at 7
p.m., in the Israel November
Auditorium.
Willens will discuss this
lesser-known portion of Jewish
history and the trends behind Jewish
immigration to China from her own
unique perspective as a “stateless”
girl in Shanghai, the world’s most
cosmopolitan city on the eve of World
War II.
She and her family – all stateless
–experienced World War II under
the Japanese military occupation,
later the Chinese civil war between
the Nationalist government and
the communists, the arrival of the
victorious People’s Liberation Army
and subsequent establishment of the
People’s Republic of China.
The book recounts Willens’ life and

trials in a China collapsing
under the weight of foreign
invaders and civil war.
This
program
will
include the presentation
“Three Waves of Jewish
Migration to China” as
well as her own experiences
as told in the memoir
“Stateless in Shanghai”
published in 2012.
Willens was born in Shanghai
to Jewish-Russian parents who had
fled to China to escape the Bolshevik
Revolution. After immigrating to the
United States, she received her Ph.D.
from Boston University and taught at
Boston College and at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. When she
moved to Washington, D.C., she
worked for the Agency for International
Development and for the Peace Corps.
Now retired, she gives lectures on China
and on Old Shanghai.
For details, call (804) 285-6500 or
visit www.weinsteinjcc.org.

Exhibits
Continued from page 6

“Windows of Identity”
Through the work of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond and the
Jewish Agency’s Partnership2gether program,
beginning on Jan. 9, at 7 p.m., the exhibit
“Windows of Identity” will open at the Sara
D. November Art Gallery at the Weinstein
JCC. with a reception.
In 2012, the Hadera – Eiron – Southeast
U.S. Partnership launched a joint exhibition
of artists from the region and from the U.S.
Fifty artists were engaged in the venture
after being asked to express – through their
art – their Jewish identity, Israeli and Zionist
character. They accomplished this using
various materials and techniques of their
choosing. Each artist was given a large canvas
on which to create his or her work. The
square canvas represents a personal “window
of identity” into the views of each artist.
This project constituted a platform for
exposing the partnership to a wider public
circle. The impressive product was a huge
mosaic composed of artistic works, 49 of
which will be shown in the gallery.
Light refreshments will be served and live
jazz will be performed by the Jason Jenkins

Trio in partnership with the Richmond Jazz
Society at the reception.
In 2012, The Federation joined the Southeast
Region Consortium of P2Gcommunities, in
partnership with the Hadera-Eiron Region in
Israel. Richmond joined along with the Jewish
communities of Knoxvillle, Chattanooga,
Nashville, Tenn.; Jacksonville, Pinellas County,
Fort Myers (Lee and Charlotte Counties),
Fla., and Charlotte and Volusia and Flagler
Counties, N.C.
The region is about 25 miles north of Tel
Aviv. It boarders the Mediterranean Sea to
the west and the autonomous Palestinian zone
to the east. The region includes the City of
Hadera, the Katzir-Harish and Pardes HannaKarkur Local Councils and the Menashe and
Alona Regional Councils.
For information about Partnership2gether
or the Federation’s Israel programs, contact
Shoshanna Schechter Shaffin at (804) 545-8626
or sshaffin@jewishrichmond.org.
For details on the exhibits, call (804) 2856500.

Jewish Family Theatre Presents a Musical the Entire Family will Love!

DOLLY!

PATRONS OF THE

ARTS

Batten down the hatches! Dolly’s back where she belongs...right on the
JFT stage! A professional meddler and matchmaker, Dolly Gallagher
Levi decides she’s going to marry miserly, half-millionaire hay and feed
dealer Horace Vandergelder – and that’s just where the fun begins.
Numbers include Elegance, Hello Dolly!, It Only Takes a Moment,
Put on Your Sunday Clothes…and more!

Directed by Debra Clinton

Music and lyrics by Jerry Herman, book by Michael Stewart
(based on The Matchmaker by Thornton Wilder)

Opening Night - Thursday, December 12 at 7:30PM
December 14,18,19, and 21 at 7:30PM December 15 and 22 at 2PM
l

$10 member/$15 non-member/$8 seniors and students

Dinner and Show - December 18 6PM dinner, 7:30PM show

Sponsored by
Claudia and Steve Biegler

l

$15 member/$20 non-member/$10 seniors and students

For tickets and details, visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608
www.JewishRichmond.org

.
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4th Annual Israeli Film Festival Set for January
T
he 4th Annual Israeli Film Festival
held each January at the Weinstein
JCC, is dedicated to the exploration of
Israeli culture and highlighting the growth
of the emerging Israeli film industry.
The 2014 festival includes a diverse
selection of films, in addition to exciting
complimentary programming that is sure
to enhance the experience.
It opens on Thursday, Jan. 23 at 7
p.m., with the critically acclaimed and
award winning film “Fill the Void.” This
film showcases a woman’s view of Tel
Aviv’s ultra-orthodox Hasidic community
from the inside.
A story about a devout 18-yearold Israeli being pressured to marry
the husband of her late sister – in this
cloistered, intimately rendered world
where religious law, tradition and the
rabbis’ word are absolute. Hassidic
herself, writer/director Rama Burshtein
brings to life a world known to few in this
provocative debut.
This screening will be followed
by a talkback with Dan Chyutin, a
Schusterman visiting Israeli Artist and

a
Ph.D.
candidate
in
critical
cultural
studies and
film studies
at
the
University of
Pittsburgh.
On Saturday, Jan. 25 at 7 p.m., “The
World is Funny” will be screened after an
introduction by Paul Porterfield, director
of the Media Resource Center at the
University of Richmond.
This film was a number one box
office hit in Israel and garnered a recordbreaking 15 Israel Film Academy Award
nominations. One reviewer said, “It
“blurs fantasy and reality in a tragicomic
exploration of trauma and catharsis.”
The central characters are estranged
siblings who have endured childhood
abandonment only to face new challenges
in adulthood. This film is appropriate for
mature audiences.
Sunday Jan. 26 at 10:30 a.m., the
screening of “Follow Me: The Yoni

Commonwealth
Prosthodontics
COSMETIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE DENTISTRY

We are very proud to announce
Dr. Jeff Levin is celebrating five happy
and productive years with
Commonwealth Prosthodontics. Newly participating
with Delta Dental Premier,
Cigna, Anthem PPO, and
Anthem Federal. Dr. Levin
is currently accepting new
patients. Emergencies welcome.
Commonwealth Prosthodontics
8917 Fargo Road, Suite B
Richmond, VA 23229

Phone: 804-346-3366

www.commonwealthprosthodontics.com
.
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Netanyahu
Story”
will
be
shown.
Netanyahu
hated
war but loved his
country. He led the
seemingly impossible
but successful raid
on
Entebbe
but
tragically became the
only Israeli casualty.
Told partly through his own letters and
poetry, this compelling documentary
unveils his complex character by allowing
the audience to see beyond his tough
exterior into a deep inner personality
where heroism, duty, love, turmoil and
doubt raged.
All Richmond religious school students
will receive a special student rate of $5.
Refreshments will be served and a special
parents and teens talkback on Israel will
follow the film.
Finally, Sunday, Jan. 26 at 1 p.m.,
the festival will conclude with the film
“Melting Away,” which follows a family
drawn into crisis when the parents learn
their son is a secret cross-dresser. Years

later, as the father is dying, his wife tracks
down their estranged son only to find a
lovely woman.
This film addresses the issues faced
within families when children are not what
their parents imagine they will be, and the
pain that is experienced on all sides from
broken expectations and disappointments.
The filmmakers were inspired to make
this film after hearing reports of parents
who refused to visit their injured children
in the hospital after a deadly attack at the
Tel Aviv LGBT Youth Center. This film
is considered appropriate for high school
ages and older.
“Melting Away” will be followed by a
panel discussion with members of ROSMY
– a local nonprofit organization with a
“mission is to ensure equal opportunities
for success for Virginia’s lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and questioning
(LGBTQ) youth through access to support,
education and advocacy.”
For further information or to purchase
tickets to these films, visit weinsteinjcc.org or
call Lisa Looney at (804) 545-8608 or email
llooney@weinsteinjcc.org.

Clinton
Continued from page 6
to share the Jewish experience with the
greater Richmond community. These
productions have become an opportunity
for a larger conversation about what it
means to be Jewish, how to tell uniquely
Jewish stories and to give non-Jewish
audiences the chance to experience a
dynamic portrayal of Jewish people.
Her talents as a diverse and gifted
performer who has played every type of
role, from Shakespeare to Neil Simon are
well known, as well as her experience as a
teacher, director and writer. However, the
Weinstein JCC and JFT are particularly

grateful to Deb as a thoughtful and
committed teller of Jewish stories, ones
that are universal tales to be shared.
Thank you, Deb! Loving congratulations
to you on this remarkable honor!
Contact Lisa Looney at (804) 545-8608 or
llooney@weinsteinjcc.org for tickets or to become
a Patrons of the Arts subscriber and receive
tickets for all of the 2013 – 2014 cultural arts
events.
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, by a
generous contribution from the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond.

5400 Men’s Club Events
Dec. 2 - A. Barton Hinkle, Richmond
Times-Dispatch, “The Sequester and the
Military.”
Dec. 9 - Dr. Scott Bray, University
of Richmond, “Technology in the
Classroom.”

Dec. 16 - Professor John Douglass,
University of Richmond Law School,
“The Death Penalty in Virginia: What
Can We Do To Avoid Errors?”
Dec. 23/30 - No meetings

www.JewishRichmond.org

ernadette
“Bernie”
Kralj is an upbeat,
bright woman with a great
sense of humor.
She and her late husband,
Stanley,
moved
from
Wisconsin to Richmond 45
years ago, and raised their
family here. Five years ago,
Bernie’s daughter, who lives
out of state, contacted JFS
Care Management for help.
“JFS
turned
a
challenging phase of life into
a supported one in which
we were relieved of major
worry and could enjoy the
time we had together as a
family,” said her daughter.
“Our
Care
Managers
understood us perfectly and
were always there with just
the right help.”
JFS assisted the Kraljs
in a variety of ways, from
finding and helping them
move to assisted living to
providing emotional support
when Stanley became ill.
Bernie and Senior Care
Manager Jeanne Tyson
have developed a close

Bernadette “Bernie” Kralj
counts on Care Management
services.

working relationship. Jeanne
Tyson is an active advocate
for Bernie. She visits her
regularly, accompanies her
to doctors’ appointments
and monitors her health,
set up and supervised
home health care, interacts
with assisted-living staff on
Bernie’s behalf, arranges for
him to have lunch with her
son, and keeps the family
informed of any changes.
“What doesn’t Jeanne
do for me?” Bernie asked.
“When I woke up in the
hospital, there Jeanne was.

She keeps me going. I don’t
know what I would do
without her. We really enjoy
each other and we laugh a
lot.”
Caregiving for elderly
parents or loved ones can be
overwhelming. Professional
Care Managers can oversee
all aspects of your loved
one’s care, freeing you to
spend quality time with your
parents. JFS Care Managers
have backgrounds in human
services, social work, and
gerontology,
and
are
experienced in detecting
and resolving problems
before they develop into
crisis situations.
If you would like more
information about JFS Care
Management and how it
can help your family, please
call (804) 282-5644, ext.
254.
Jewish
Family
Services is supported,
in part, by a generous
contribution from the
Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond.

Forget Falls and Find Balance

F

alling can be a serious problem for the
active-aging population. As people get
older, muscles become weaker, balance
worsens and it becomes more difficult to
maintain independence. Although aging is
inevitable, there are a few things adults can do
to reduce a risk of falling.
By participating in regular exercise
individuals can maintain, and even improve
strength, balance and coordination. Walking,
stretching and lifting weights are all easy ways
to exercise to reduce the risk of falling. Others
include taking prescribed medications, eating
properly and making sure the home is free
from falling hazards. These may include
improperly lit rooms, electrical cords on the
floor and rugs that are not properly secured.
The ability to maintain good balance
while walking or moving about can
deteriorate as a person ages. Balancing is an
extremely complicated process. There are
numerous cardiovascular, neurological, and
musculoskeletal complications that affect
balance. Strength and range of motion
deficits especially in the plantar flexors,
dorsiflexors, quadriceps and hamstring
groups have been shown to relate to balance
www.JewishRichmond.org

deficits. Neurological conditions such as
Parkinson’s Disease, Alzheimer’s Disease, and
Cerebrovascular Accidents are among the
most common neurological disorders affecting
balance. Physical therapy and occupational
therapy can make a significant impact on a
person’s ability to maintain balance.
At Beth Sholom Lifecare Community
therapists specialize in geriatric care and
provide physical, occupational, and speech
therapy services in a variety of settings to
residents in assisted living facilities, a skilled
nursing facility and on an outpatient basis.
Warm water therapeutic pool is available
at a clinic where exercises can be performed
without the possibility of falling. Additionally
we provide therapy services and provide
transportation within a 10 mile radius for
older people who reside nearby Beth Sholom
and not directly on the campus. For details
to obtain services, call the Beth Sholom
Outpatient Clinic at (804) 421-5250.
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

December 6, 2013–April 22, 2014

The
© Kathleen

Photograph of Seva and Meri Izrailova, 1997, digital print on paper, by Kathleen Laraia McLaughlin (American, born 1968)

B

Peace of Mind for Caregivers
Laraia McL
aughlin

american
Dream,
Right?
Exhibiting Soviet Jewish History in Richmond

Opening events:

Thurs., Dec. 5, 2013, 7 p.m.

Lora Robins Gallery of Design from Nature, University Museums,
and Carole Weinstein International Center Gallery, University
of Richmond

Fri., Dec. 6, 2013, 5 p.m.

Wilton Companies Gallery, University of Richmond Downtown,
626 E. Broad St.

museums.richmond.edu | drawbackthecurtain.com

Resident Judy Martin and Mel Harris.

(From left) Rosemary Hawley and her daughter.

1920’s Fashion Show

M

The exhibition is organized by University of
Richmond Museums with students enrolled in
the Seminar in Museum Studies. It is part of
“Draw Back the Curtain,” a collaborative project
with Jewish Family Services and University of
Richmond Hillel, and funded in part by the
Richmond Jewish Federation.

any residents, staff and family members
dressed in 1920s fashions for a
fashion show party at Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community on Oct. 31.
Many women wore flapper dresses, boas,
long gloves, pearls, and pretty headbands, and
the men looked dapper in their pin-striped

suits. Jazz singer Carol Covell provided
entertainment. The three judges picked a
winner for best costume and one staff member,
one guest and one resident won the prizes.
The residents had a blast walking down
the red carpet and showing off their costumes,
and those who didn’t dress up loved watching.

MADE AND DELIVERED
FRESH DAILY!
To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
9736 Midlothian Turnpike
Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com
FRUIT FESTIVAL

®

Kosher Certified

Make life a little sweeter.
Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC.
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

.
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Synagogue happenings

T

Temple Beth-El to Honor
Rabbi Gary S. Creditor

emple Beth-El will proudly
honor Rabbi Gary S.
Creditor and Ruby EisenbergCreditor on March 1, 2014,
on the occasion of the Rabbi’s
upcoming retirement.
The congregation will
recognize Rabbi Creditor for
his exemplary and distinguished
service to Beth-El and the greater Richmond
community for 21 years of service and for
serving the rabbinate for 38 years.
Beth-El cordially invites the Richmond

Save the Date!
March 1, 2014
Grand Gala Retirement Celebration
Honoring

Rabbi Gary S. Creditor
&
Ruby Eisenberg-Creditor
Entertainment by Susan Greenbaum

Jewish community to join with members and
friends in offering congratulatory good wishes.
Ad tributes may be purchased for a nominal
fee and placed by contacting the office at (804)
355-3564 at ext 100.

Sharing the Light

H

anukkah, the Festival of
Lights, is a time not only for
lighting candles, but for sharing
our light with others.
Temple Beth-El Religious
School students have been sharing
their light with others by visiting
the residents at Beth Sholom. In
October, students had an autumn
garden party with Beth Sholom
Parkside residents and in November Beth-El Religious School students recently visited Beth
the 5th graders celebrated the Sholom Gardens to celebrate winter.
coming of winter with residents at
Hanukkah through song and craft. There
Beth Sholom Gardens.
The visits are one way the students is still room for 3-and 4-year-olds in this fun
learn about caring for others in the Jewish and exciting gateway to Jewish learning for
community. On the evening of Dec. 4, after the littlest ones.
Contact Hazzan Marian Turk at hazzan.
the religious school day, the school community
will gather to light their menorahs at school turk@bethelrichmond.org or call (804) 740on the last day of Hanukkah, sing songs, and 0820 for more information.
Temple Beth-El Religious school has
celebrate the holiday.
In November, Temple Beth-El Religious been spending November getting ready
School’s Pre-K program got off to a fun start for Hanukkah. How are you planning on
with the youngest students learning about sharing the light this holiday?

Congregation Beth Ahabah
Celebrates 225 Years in Richmond

T

he coming year will be an
exciting and inspirational one
as Congregation Beth Ahabah
celebrates its 225th Anniversary.
CBA’s predecessor congregation,
Kahal Kadosh Beth Shalome, was
formed in 1789, soon after Thomas
Jefferson penned the Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom.
K.K. Beth Shalome was the
sixth and westernmost Jewish
congregation in the United States,
and by 1822, members worshipped
in the first synagogue building in
Virginia, at a site on Mayo Street. K.K. Beth Shalome, Virginia’s first Jewish house of worIts early members played ship and home to the congregation that was Beth Ahabah’s predecessor, was consecrated Sept. 15, 1822.
important roles in the secular
community as well, serving as
family, Jews of the South and the evolution
town council members, mayor and Masonic of the Reform Movement.
Order leaders. Beth Ahabah established the
On March 7, a Confirmation Class
first Jewish school in Richmond in 1846, Reunion Shabbat with a special Prayer Book
and the first public school of Richmond was Retrospective is planned. The retrospective
conducted in its synagogue rooms in 1870.
will be in conjunction with a Beth Ahabah
To celebrate its rich heritage of worship Museum & Archives exhibit at the Temple.
and learning, Beth Ahabah has planned
A time capsule celebration – with
special events in 2014 that are open to the materials gathered by the Religious School –
community.
and a youth service featuring youth musical
The Beth Ahabah Retreat will kick off ensemble Ruach Chadash is planned for
the anniversary year Saturday, Jan. 18, and Shabbat on March 28.
will feature Dr. Jonathan Sarna, professor
On May 30, a Jewish Music Shabbat
of American Jewish History at Brandeis will reflect Beth Ahabah’s melodic history
University and chief historian of the National highlighting Ladino, Classical Reform and
Museum of American Jewish History. Sarna Camp styles.
also was a consultant for the recent Pew
CBA extends an invitation to the Jewish
survey, “A Portrait of Jewish Americans,” community as it honors 225 years of worship
and will include information related to the in Richmond.
survey results in his presentations.
Details about the Jan. 18 Beth Ahabah
Sarna will be joined by Dr. Susan Kahn Retreat will be available in January’s Reflector,
of Harvard University and Dr. Adam or call the Temple office at (804) 358-6757
Mendelsohn of the College of Charleston for details and reservations.
for a day of exploration about the Jewish

Or Ami’s Real Theology Set
For December 15

C

ongregation Or Ami’s Adult Learning
Committee’s Reel Theology for
December presents “Adam Resurrected,”
a Holocaust movie about faith and the
Jewish attitude toward the God whose
deliverance of their ancestors from slavery
is celebrated year after year. The film stars
Jeff Goldblum.

.

The screening on Dec. 15 at 6 p.m., is
free and open to the public. There will be
an informal potluck before the movie, and a
group discussion afterward led by Rabbi Ben
Romer.
Or Ami is located at 9400 Huguenot
Road. For details, call (804) 272-0017 or
email office@or-ami.com.
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Semper Fi! Girl Scout Troop
4613 Does it Again

(From left/back) Roxy, Hudi and Malka;
(Front) Naava, Molly, Tamima, Chaviva, Miri
and Netanya.
Richmonders enjoy a meal at the The Richmond Jewish Food Festival in January 2013.

Richmond Jewish Food Festival

C

ome enjoy great Jewish food, music,
and culture at the 2014 Richmond
Jewish Food Festival, Sunday and Monday,
Jan. 19-20, from 11:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.,
both days.
Once again the festival will be at the
beautiful Weinstein JCC.
This year Jewish food lovers will find more
of the things they asked for:
• Greater food selection: More Israeli and
vegetarian foods – kabobs, shakshuka
(an Israeli breakfast food that’s delicious
anytime), a wide variety of salads to eat
with pita, like fattoush, babaganoush, and
hummus and more.
• Jewish cultural activities: Exhibits and talks on
Richmond Jewish history and other subjects.
• Beer: An extensive variety of local and
international beers.
• Quicker check-out lines: Attendees will find it
easier than ever to purchase a meal so all can
sit down, enjoy their food, make new friends,
and love the live music. You’ll still be able to
order in advance via the website. This year

there also will be drive-thru pick-up.
• But there’s plenty that’s staying the same:
Everyone’s favorite, our famous stuffed
cabbage, and our amazing assortment of
baked goods at “Bubbie’s Bakery.” Live
music from returning groups like Emily
Zaller, the Klezm’or’ami’m, My Son, The
Doctor, and JJ Caplan and the Soul Seekers.
Visit RichmondJewishFoodFestival.com to read
descriptions of the food, find schedules
for live music and presentations, and learn
about the exhibits. On the site, people can
pre-order and pay for meals, so your food
will be ready and waiting to eat in or pick-up
at the drive-thru.
The festival will no doubt be better in
too many ways to describe. Come by and
see all the changes that have been made. As
always, admission is free; and credit/debit
cards are accepted.
Follow the organizers on twitter, @
rvajewishfood and like us on Facebook, Jewish
Food Festival-Richmond VA. Of course, you
can always call (804) 288-7953 for more
information.

Or Atid Happenings

M

ore than 40 people attended
Congregation Or Atid’s Comedy
Sportz Improv Theater night on Nov. 9. The
laughter is still resonating.
There was active participation as the
audience provided ideas for skits and
thoroughly enjoyed the smart humor of the
performers. Everyone was proud of siblings
Betsy and John Hilowitz, who captained the
two teams – obviously their attending Or Atid
Religious School 20 years ago well-prepared
them. And their mother, Elaine, did a great
job as manager.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Save the date for Or Atid’s Wine Tasting/
Food Pairing/Silent Auction, which is
planned for Saturday night, Feb. 22, at Or
Atid. Last winter’s event was a great success.
Back by popular demand, domestic and
international wine expert Terence Shiple
will conduct the tasting again, offering his 25
years of experience in the wine and hospitality
industry. Finger foods will be served too. New
in 2014 – the addition of a silent auction.
More information will be available soon.
For details, call (804) 740-4747.

G

irl Scout Troop 4613 is again working
with the Marine Corp. Auxiliary
League representative and former Marine
Linda Delbridge.
Stationed outside of local retail store A.
C. Moore in Short Pump, the girls unpacked
their leader’s car, set up their display table
and opened for business. A. C. Moore has
supported Scout Troops for quite some time
and has been supportive of Boy Scout Troop
and Cub Scout Pack 613 as well.
From the moment the Scouts set up at
11 am on Sunday, Nov. 3, it was a mere
few minutes until passersby began to feel
the irresistible force of the girls’ charm,
beaming smiles and upbeat customer service
pulling them in. Once they stopped at their

display table, details of their ‘giving back to
the Marines overseas in Afghanistan’ were
energetically shared by the Scouts.
Their teamwork and youthful maturity
was a joy to watch as they accepted donations
of canned nuts and boxes of chocolates to
ship overseas to our brave men and women
who are protecting us from afar. Quite a few
military families stopped by, and shared their
deep appreciation and respect for the good
work and deed (Chesed) that the girls were
performing.
At the end of the day, four full boxes
of canned goods were carried off to be
shipped by Delbridge. The Troop plans to
accumulate more donations of product the
following Sunday, and, no doubt - thanks to
customers’ incredible generosity - the Scouts
will have another four boxes full or more to
hand over to her!
To take advantage of all that Scouting
offers, contact: Girl Scouts: Heni Stein at
(804)651-5359 or henibt18@comcast.net; Boy
Scouts: Russ Stein at (804)651-5825 or
russ613@comcast.net, or Cub Scouts: Yisrael
Fletcher at (202) 288-5373 or wfletcher7@
gmail.com.
KBI is the Sponsor for Girl Scout Troop
4613, and the charter organization for Boy
Scout Troop 613, and for Cub Pack 613

Holiday Klezmer Concert
E
njoy a free concert by Richmond’s leading
Klezmer band, Klezm’Or’Ami’m on
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 3 p.m., at Dumbarton
Area Library, 6800 Staples Mill Road.
All ages will enjoy this high-spirited
Eastern European dance music that will
include a vocalist and musicians on clarinet,

drums, accordion, trumpet, bass and
trombone.
This program, open to the public., is
sponsored by the Friends of Dumbarton Area
Library.
For details, call Kate McClory at (804)
290-9412.

Location! Location! Location!

Near U of R, Three Chopt Village & St. Mary’s!

•$299,950! 1001 Normandy Drive!
• Perfect Starter Home or Investment Property!
•3 bedrooms/2 full baths! Updated & Renovated!

754-4551
STEVIE WATSON

Insist On Stevie &
The Stevie Watson Team!

.
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Hadassah Happenings
Mah Jongg Card Orders

M

ah Jongg Player unite! Once again
it’s time to order 2014 cards. Two
sizes are available. The regular size card
is $8; the larger card $9. Designate which
size you wish and mail a check payable
to Hadassah to Toby Rosenthal, 4412
Bromley Lane, 23221.
A percentage of your check goes to
Hadassah that enables it to provide lifesaving help to patients in Israel, regardless
of their religious affiliation, national origin
or race.
Your check must be received by Jan. 5,
2014.
Hadassah Chinese Bingo: Dec. 5

J

oin us Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m., for an
evening full of great games, food and prizes
at Nanking Restaurant, 7408 W. Broad St.
For $18, come enjoy a full Chinese dinner.
Hadassah will provide all the supplies for
fun bingo, called by the incomparable Leslie
Baron. Winners will receive prizes.
RSVP to Lynn Schwartz at (804) 7843585.
Not Your Bubbe’s and Zeyde’s
Pirke Avot: Dec. 11

T

reat yourself to a wonderful and witty
hour of learning with Rabbi Dennis
Beck-Berman as he reveals surprising insights
in the classic Pirke Avot, based on his own
From
to

Planning
Perfection

Full service interior design
in Virginia for over 30 years.

forthcoming critical edition.
This collection of wise teachings by
famous Rabbis has a structure of hidden
humor, which will surprise and delight you.
Come to Lunch and Learn on Wednesday,
Dec. 11 at noon at the Weinstein JCC. Bring
your lunch or purchase it from the Café. For
details, contact Carolyn Belgrad at (804) 7987235.
Book Club: Dec. 15
n Dec. 15 at 1 p.m., Richmond
Hadassah Book Club will discuss
“The Fortune Teller’s Kiss” by Brenda
Serotte at the Weinstein JCC.
This acclaimed memoir tells the story
of a Turkish Jew growing up in a fortunetelling, belly dancing family. The author
describes her Sephardic life, foods, fear of
the evil-eye and her struggle to walk after
polio. It was a finalist for the Jewish Book
Award.
For details, contact Marilyn Trownsell
at mtrownsell@aol.com.

O

Annual Health Education Program:
Feb. 16

S

ave the date for Hadassah’s annual health
education program on Sunday, Feb. 16, at
10 a.m., at the Weinstein JCC.
The program will be “Confidentially
Speaking: Women’s Health Issues.” Dr.
Wendy Klein will answer “those questions
we’re embarrassed to ask our doctor.”

Women’s Room
Programs
Dec. 2 - Sara Rosenbaum, director
of operations. Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond, and Alissa
Aronovici, World Affairs Council
and JCFR board member, “The
Susan and Mark B. Sisisky Global
Jewish Enrichment Fund Fellows –
Jewish Argentina.”

Furniture • Carpet • Rugs
Window Treatments

wallcovering • lighting
accessories

Designs
by

Francine

Norfolk

(757) 621-0795

•

Richmond

(804) 360-9818

Francine Morgan
Complimentary Initial Consultation
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Foundation happenings

Dec. 9 - Ted Price, assistant professor
Department
of Educational
Leadership and Policy Studies,
Virginia
Tech,
“His
Travel
Experience in the City of Qatar.”
Dec. 16 - Professor John Douglass,
University of Richmond Law
School, “The Death Penalty in
Virginia: What Can We Do To
Avoid Errors?” (Joint meeting with
Men’s Club)

Year-End Gifting Strategies
By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

I

f you have appreciated assets with a low
cost basis you may be wondering how to
best use those assets for tax planning and
charitable purposes. By donating them
before the end of the year your charitable
deduction may reduce your taxes this year.
This should give you some peace of mind
knowing you don’t have to concern yourself
with the stock market’s fluctuations.
Many publicly-traded stocks have
increased significantly in value this year.
These gains present an opportunity to
take advantage of tax laws that encourage
charitable gifts of appreciated assets.
Gifting appreciated stock directly to RJF,
rather than selling the assets and donating
the after-tax cash proceeds, can significantly
increase the amount of funds that you
have available for charitable giving while
providing you with a larger tax benefit.
Charitable contributions of long-term
appreciated securities (those held for more
than one year), including stocks, bonds, and
mutual fund shares, remain one of the most
tax-efficient ways to benefit a charity. You
are entitled to a tax deduction for the full
fair market value of such gifts, up to 30% of
your adjusted gross income in the current
tax year, and you pay no capital gains tax
on any appreciation. In effect, this tax
savings goes directly to RJF in the form of a
larger contribution and your lower tax bill
leaves you with additional assets that could
fund other charitable gifts!
Donor-Advised Funds
Donating your appreciated assets to RJF
to create a donor advised fund is especially
well suited for donors who have yet to
decide what charities they want to support.
Once the appreciated assets are given to

RJF and placed in your donor advised
fund account, you can take as much time
as you need to decide where to direct the
gift. You can start your new fund with cash
or appreciated stock. Donor advised funds
are great vehicles to plan your philanthropy
including gifts for your synagogue, the
Federation and any other qualified nonprofit you support.
IRA Rollover
Have you been looking for a way to
make a major gift to create your legacy
without dipping into your checking or
savings account? If you are over 70 ½,
you can transfer up to $100,000 from your
IRA to a RJF endowment before the end of
December 2013 without paying any federal
income tax. And this gift may be made over
and above the other charitable gifts you
already make. Your gift can be made simply
by notifying your IRA plan custodian of
your intent to make a current transfer to us
or another charitable organization.
Bequests
If you are not ready to donate your
stock or real estate today, you can still
enjoy your property during your lifetime
while making a gift to us through your
will or trust. A bequest of your property
will provide your estate with an estate tax
charitable deduction, which means the
money saved can go to your loved ones.
A simple sentence or two in your will can
ensure that your family is cared for while
also supporting the charities of your choice
after your lifetime.
For more information on how to create
your legacy using an IRA rollover gift in
2013 or a bequest or how to create your
own donor-advised fund, please contact
me at the Richmond Jewish Foundation
office at (804) 545-8656 or email robert@
rjfoundation.org.

Advertise in The Reflector!
The Reflector is the most cost-effective way to reach Richmond’s most affluent,
theWe deliver directly to approximately 3,500 households quality conscious families.
reaching about 10,000 people in the Richmond-Metro area.
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Inspiring Resistance Accounts
Highlight Kristallnacht Event

Dr. Raymond Hylton described how his mother, Nicole Hylton, and her mother, Madeleine
Henriet Marchal, worked with the resistance
underground in Paris.

Cornelia Warmenhoven provides account on
how her family hid Jews in Holland during the
Holocaust. Photos by Rachel Loria

By Rina Manelis

T

he beautiful, sunny November
afternoon stood in stark contrast to
the event the community had gathered
to commemorate – the 75th anniversary
of Kristallnacht, the wave of brutal
anti-Jewish pogroms, which marked
the beginning of the Nazi campaign to
exterminate the Jewish people.
So observed Fay Kutner Kessler in
her opening remarks welcoming the large
crowd assembled for the Kristallnacht
Memorial Service held at the Emek
Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery
on Sunday, Nov. 10.
Kessler, the daughter of two
Holocaust survivors, introduced the
theme honoring resistance workers and
rescuers during World War II who placed
their lives in grave danger to oppose the
Nazi regime, and to rescue endangered
people. In so doing, they “saved countless
lives.”
These inspiring individuals dared to
do the right thing in spite of the peril at a
time when most people were bystanders,
noted Inge Horowitz, acting president
of Emek Sholom, as she honored and
welcomed Cornelia Warmenhoven to
the podium to give a firsthand account
of her work as a resister during WWII.
Warmenhoven
captivated
the
audience as she described joining Dutch
resistance when she was only seventeen
years old after the Germans conquered
www.JewishRichmond.org

the Netherlands. She worked covertly
with fellow resisters to thwart the Nazi
campaign, including helping to hide Dutch
citizens who were in danger because they
had refused to take the loyalty oath to
Hitler.
Calling the Nazis “ruthless creatures,”
she described how the resistance had to
contend with the omnipresent threat of
being discovered. Even worse than the
Gestapo spies, she explained, were the
spies and traitors among her own people
– who didn’t wear uniforms and looked
just like everyone else. Warmenhoven
and fellow resisters knew all too well
that their lives were on the line if they
were discovered, a fact underscored by a
haunting poem she translated and read,
written by a captured Dutch resistance
worker who was condemned to face the
firing squad the next day.
A bullet nearly claimed the life of
French resistance worker Nicole Hylton
when Paris was finally liberated from Nazi
occupation, and she has held on to that
(dodged) bullet till this day. Dr. Raymond
Hylton shared how while his grandfather
had been captured by the Nazis as a
prisoner of war, his mother, Nicole
DeViscaya Hylton and grandmother,
Madeleine Henriet Marchal, courageously
maintained their apartment as a safe house
for members of the French resistance and
numerous Jewish families.
The two women lived alone under the
occupied regime in Paris. They provided
shelter, food and sustenance to many
escapees, whose identities they did not
know and never inquired about, fleeing en
route to safety in Spain.
Nicole Hylton fell in love with a
soldier from the U.S. Army and moved
to the United States, and today lives in

Community happenings

Max Reinhardt shared his family’s experience in Germany and talked about his grandparents whose names are inscribed on the
Holocaust Memorial at Emek Sholom.

Chesterfield County, and was present
and honored at the commemoration.
Additionally, each year, a family
speaker shares his or her family’s
history, and Max Reinhardt talked
about his grandparents, Simon and
Emma Koch, whose names are
inscribed on the Holocaust Memorial
at Emek Sholom. Born in Germany,
Reinhardt at six was initially sent by

Survivor Alex Keisch and his daugher, Heather
Keisch.

his parents to live with his grandparents in the
German countryside when conditions grew
unsafe. His grandparents were hardworking,
deeply ethical, and a widely respected couple
who lived as Orthodox Jews.
As the Nazi campaign advanced, everything
deteriorated – kids he had played with joined
the Hitler youth, and community members who
Kristallnacht More on page 16
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Students Spend Time With Doobie

N

ot all of the Richmond Jewish
Coalition for Literacy mentors who
go to Swansboro Elementary have two legs.
One of the most popular and favorite of the
RJCL members is Doobie – a therapy dog
that comes with his owner, Katy Yoffy.
Doobie has been “attending” Swansboro
for the last four years. He works primarily
with Nicole Peterson’s second grade class.
Doobie is an 11-year old certified therapy
dog that is licensed with Therapy Dogs, Inc.
The black lab has been part of the Yoffy
family since he was two and they adopted
him from the state police. Doobie took all the
classes required to be a licensed therapy dog
– and even continued and got “advanced”
certification in order to work at MCV. He
has “worked” at MCV, Cedarfield and with
United Methodist Family Services. Yoffy
said, “He has the perfect temperament to be
a therapy dog.”
When Doobie goes to school, the children
read to him (he lays there!). Studies show the
theory is that children with reading difficulties
and who are intimidated by reading aloud in
class – for whatever reason – are comfortable
reading to a “non-judgmental” dog as
opposed to reading aloud in the class .
Yoffy’s favorite story is when she and
Doobie went to the class for the first time

four years ago near the end of October.
After the first reading group ended their
time, she looked up and Peterson had a
huge smile on her face. The teacher told her
that one of the children had read aloud to
Doobie, and that was the first time he had
read aloud since school started. “It was the
perfect example why we do what we do.
These children connect in a calming way
with him,” Yoffy beamed with pride.
Peterson also found that some of her
more “high strung” students and students
with social issues calm down and focus more
when Doobie is there.
Yoffy added, “The children adore him
and by our fourth year, practically everyone
at the school knows him.” (Students even
call her Doobie’s Mom). With Doobie’s
advancing age have come some health issues
and the stairs at school became a challenge.
Yoffy and Doobie are not deterred. They
both know they have a job to do and those
happy second graders are counting on them!
To join Yoffy and Doobie as a mentor
at Swansboro, contact Diane Munsey at the
Federation at (804) 545-8654 or dmunsey@
jewishrichmond.org..
Also, the Richmond Jewish Foundation has a
fund to support RJCL. Contact Robert Nomberg at
(804) 545-8656 for details.

These Swansboro Elementary students appreciate having Doobie come visit to help them feel
more comfortable reading aloud in their class.

(Left) Rabbi Martin P. Beifield
Jr., with Stewart Robertson,
dinner co-chair; Amy P. Nisenson with Ben English, Richmond president of VCIC.

Two Receive Humanitarian Awards

T

he Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities presented Humanitarian Awards on Oct.
31 to Martin P. Beifield Jr., Sophia and Nathan Gumenick Senior Rabbi, Congregation
Beth Ahabah; and Amy P. Nisenson, executive director, The Mary Morton Parsons
Foundation.
Rabbi Beifield, a JCFR board and executive member, “has sought to make a difference
in the lives of others across boundaries, building mutual respect and understanding among
all people.”
Nisenson, a JCFR board member, “has been actively engaged in her community since
childhood, weaving her passion for community engagement and collaboration into 25 years
of philanthropic service across corporate, foundation, and non-profit sectors.”
They were among six Richmonders recognized.

CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE
WINNER
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•
Unparalleled Service
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‘Fiddler on the Roof’ Creates
Partnership With Sara Belle
and Neil November Theatre
T

he timeless Tony Awardwinning musical, “Fiddler
on the Roof,” which celebrates
its 50th anniversary in 2014,
and “transcends the bounds
of Jewish faith and culture,”
has opened at the Virginia
Repertory Theatre’s Sara Belle
and Neil November Theatre
and runs through Jan. 12.
Virginia Rep is proud to
partner with the Weinstein JCC,
the Virginia Holocaust Museum
and Chabad of Virginia on
Sara Belle November at the Sara Belle and Neil November
this production. Leaders from Theatre downtown on Broad Street. Photo Credit Scott Elmquist/Style
each organization will participate Weekly.
in talkbacks and outreach to
there will be Talk on Tap conversations on
special groups after a number of
performances. Erin Mahone from the Center Friday evenings after the 8 p.m. performance
and CEO Charlie Sydnor from the museum on Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, Jan. 3 and Jan. 10. Cast
members will join the audience for casual
contributed essays to the playbill.
“We have had really strong ties with the conversations about the production.
Virginia Repertory Theatre has a rich
Jewish community through the Novembers,
heritage,
and is the result of a merger of the
the Arensteins, Rosenthals and many other
historic
Barksdale
Theatre and Theatre IV
families,” said Susan Davenport, director of
on
July
1,
2012,
to
form one of the largest
communications with the Virginia Repertory
performing
arts
organizations
in Central
Theatre. “The Jewish community is very
Virginia.
Productions
are
staged
at four
supportive of all the arts in Richmond.”
venues.
Davenport noted, “Working with the
Founded in 1975 by Bruce Miller and
Jewish community is a sincere way of building
Phil
Whiteway, Theatre IV was the first
community and highlighting the context of
professional
children’s theater in Virginia.
an important story. We are very excited about
Established
at
the historic Hanover Tavern
the upcoming production of ‘Fiddler on the
in
1953,
Barksdale
Theatre was Central
Roof ’ and the opportunity to partner.”
Virginia’s
first
professional
performing arts
Based on the tales by Shalom Aleichem
organization
and
our
nation’s
first dinner
and set in Tzarist Russia in 1905, this
theater.
touching musical tells the story of Tevye, a
At the time of merger, the entire downtown
poor milkman, who must weigh his family’s
complex
was renamed Virginia Rep Center
happiness against the traditions that have
to
house
both the 100-year old historic Sara
preserved a way of life in his village for
Belle
and
Neil November Theatre (formerly
centuries. His eldest daughters want to marry
the
Empire
Theatre) and the smaller-style
for love rather than an auspicious match, and
Theatre
Gym.
The adult Signature season
outside political forces threaten everything he
and
large
family
musicals moved downtown
holds dear.
to
the
Virginia
Rep
Center. The Children’s
The beloved score with a book by Joseph
Theatre
of
Virginia
(formerly Theatre IV)
Stein, music by Jerry Bock and lyrics by
relocated
to
Willow
Lawn
to provide a more
Sheldon Harnick is directed by Richard M.
intimate
experience
for
younger
audiences.
Parison, Jr., who makes his directing debut
Hanover
Tavern
continues
to
serve
as a
with Virginia Rep. Virginia Rep welcomes
country
playhouse.
Broadway’s David Benoit to the stage in
At the downtown Virginia Rep Center,
the lead role of Tevye. Tamara Johnson, a
recent
shows have done well, according to
Williamsburg resident, joins Benoit as Golde.
Davenport.
“We had a great run with ‘Music
The large cast also includes Richmonder
Man’
and
‘To
Kill a Mockingbird’. While the
Debra Clinton, artistic director of the
move
downtown
has taken some patrons a
Weinstein JCC’s Jewish Family Theatre, in the
little
time
to
get
used
to, we feel good about it.
role of Yente, the village matchmaker.
Signature
Season
subscriptions
exceeded the
Sunday talkbacks led by local Jewish leaders
entire
previous
season
within
the
first week of
will take place on Dec. 1 and 8. In addition,
www.JewishRichmond.org

‘Mockingbird.’”
The Sara Belle and Neil November
Theatre is equipped with a new state-of
the-art induction loop hearing system that
is compatible with all telecoil-equipped
hearing aids and cochlear implants. A
handheld receiver and headphone system is
also available free of charge for anyone who
is hearing impaired.
Valet parking is available for $8 during

Wednesday matinees and Friday and
Saturday evening performances
“Coming here is like a night on the
town. There are great restaurants nearby
– many give discounts and provide free
parking,” noted Davenport.
For ticket information and details on all
performances, including student matinees,
discounted group rates and more, call (804)
282-2620 or visit www.va-rep.org.

Lecture at VHM
Continued from page 1

it documents the voluntary involvement of
regular, ordinary German soldiers in the
murder of defenseless Jews--men, women
and children--in the killing fields of Belarus,
which has now become the focus of
important new Holocaust related research
by an international group of scholars.”
Sydnor
added,
“His
academic
appointment at the University of Nebraska
at Omaha places him in one of the country’s
emerging centers of Holocaust teaching and
research. This should turn out to be one
of the signal events and among the most
important lectures so far held at the Virginia
Holocaust Museum.”
This event is at 5:30-7:30 p.m., and is
free and open to the public. The museum
is located at 2000 E. Cary St., which offers

free, ample off-street, lighted parking.
To RSVP and for details on this lecture
and other museum programs and events,
call Megan Ferenczy at (804) 257-5400, ext.
234 or email mferenczy@va-holocaust.com. Also
visit, www.va-holocaust.com.
Community members are reminded
that the exhibit, “Women of Ravensbruck:
Portraits of Courage,” continues at the
museum until Dec. 31. This free exhibit
centers around seven large, wooden panes
with mixed media and photo transfers of
women, young and old, Survivors, and
those who did not live. The camp was the
one SS concentration camp built specifically
for the persecution of women prisoners.
The exhibit is the first of its kind available
in America.

.
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Students look at the booklets at Or Ami that Students visited Chabad of Virginia.
describe the importance of Synagogues.

Rabbi Gary Creditor noted as a child the Holocaust
was not part of Jewish education .

Fay Kutner Kessler welcomes community
members and describes the horrors of Kristallnacht and the Holocaust.

Kristallnacht

Students and parents at the Or Atid visit.

Continued from page 13

had always respected his grandparents grew
resentful of them. So, Reinhardt returned to
his parents in the city. They were fortunate
to find a sponsor in the U.S. and sailed here
in 1937, but his beloved grandparents, who
remained behind, perished in concentration
camps.
Six candles were lit by the children and
grandchildren of Holocaust survivors to honor
the memories of the six million who were
lost in the Holocaust. Rabbi Gary Creditor
officiated the service and Rabbi Cantor Annie
Bornstein chanted the liturgy.
To be in the presence of resisters and
rescuers and of Holocaust survivors was to
“touch history,” said Inge Horowitz, and the
historical significance of the commemoration
and the moment was palpable.
Rabbi Creditor discussed how growing up
in 1950’s America, the Holocaust was never
mentioned, and that it was only during his
teen years in the 1960’s that it became a part

of Jewish education. Today, new revelations
about the horrors of the Holocaust and about
the heroes who emerged during that dark time
continue to come to light, and there is “no end
to that which we have yet to learn,” said the
Rabbi.
Turning to some of those lessons, Arshia
Singh, a senior at Henrico High School, was
the winner of Emek Sholom’s Never Again
essay scholarship. She read her essay about
state-sponsored oppression in Syria today.
The event was jointly sponsored by Emek
Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery, the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
and the Virginia Holocaust Museum.
The Richmond Jewish Foundation, Ipson
Holocaust Education Fund, Henry and
Gertrude Kupfer Holocaust Education
Fund and the Herbert J. and Ruth B. Rubel
Holocaust Education Funds provided financial
support to make this program possible.

Students and parents listen to Rabbi Ben
Romer at Or Ami.

Annual Synagogue Tour

T

he Richmond Council of Jewish
Education sponsored the annual
first-and-second grade Synagogue tour
on Sunday, Nov. 10. Nearly 75 students,
parents and chaperones visited Or Ami,
Or Atid and Chabad of Virginia. The
congregations rotate years – next year
students will visit Beth Ahabah, Beth-El,
and Keneseth Beth Israel.
While visiting each location students
spoke with the Rabbis and were asked to
identify specific features found in each
Synagogue such as the mezuzahs, eternal
lights, menorahs and many other objects.
Students also learned about the different
roles a Synagogue plays in their lives,
including a House of Prayer, a House of
Study and a House of Gathering.

This program is designed to share the
beauty and differences of each of the
local congregations.
RCJE is funded by the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond
and programs are planned in
collaboration with the Federation, Beth
Ahabah, Beth-El, Or Ami, Or Atid,
KBI, Chabad, Rudlin Tohrah Academy,
Virginia Holocaust Museum and
Weinstein JCC. RCJE’s other programs
include Camp Sababa, professional
development workshops for local
educators, Holocaust museum tours for
students and more.
For details on these programs, contact
Sara Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or
srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org.

You’ve Got A Friend With the Reflector

Y

ou rely on your friends to provide you with information that you can trust. The Reflector, which has served Richmond's Jewish Community for
more than a half a century, is one of those friends.
The Reflector provides pertinent information about everything from local agency developments, meetings, synagogue news to major events in the
area, in Israel and around the world.
A true friend, The Reflector provides a synopsis of what is happening in the region, deals with critical issues of modern Jewish life and the people
who are making things happen in Jewish Richmond.
The Reflector serves as that valuable resource to stay connected with your Jewish community. Ad revenues and an annual allocation only take
care of some of the expense to produce the monthly newspaper. So, we rely on our Friends for help.
Please see the enclosed remittance envelope with this issue of The Reflector; complete the form on the envelope and return it to us with your
contribution. Thank you for being a Friend!

.

16| the Reflector| December 2013 Kislev/Tevet 5774

www.JewishRichmond.org

