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Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Dr. Michael Oren is flanked by (left) Stuart 
Siegel and U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine.

No One Builds Community Like Federation | 

Israel Ambassador Addresses Community at 
65th Anniversary of Israel Special Event  

Rabbi Yosef Bart

Dr. Michael Oren, Israel Am-
bassador to the United States, 

addressed nearly 400 people at a 
special event on April 11 when he 
joined the Richmond Jewish com-
munity to celebrate the 65th An-
niversary of  the Founding of  the 
State of  Israel.

At this evening program held 
at the Virginia Historical Society, 
sponsored by the Jewish Commu-
nity Federation of  Richmond, Vir-
ginia Sen. Tim Kaine introduced 
Ambassador Oren.  

U.S. Sen. Kaine said, “The 
U.S.-Israel relationship is very, very 
important to me. My political hero 
growing up in Kansas City was 
Harry Truman, who we all know 
played the critical role in overturn-

ing; overruling the living person 
he admired the most, Secretary of  
State George Marshall who did not 
want to recognize the formation of  
the State of  Israel.” 

He called Ambassador Oren “a 
man for all seasons …  a wonderful 
historian and accomplished writer 
… who is a strong member over 
many years now of  Israel’s diplo-
matic corps, representing Israel’s 
interests in the world and commu-
nicating them in an effective and 
articulate way.”  

He noted the Ambassador’s two 
books, “Power, Faith and Fantasy: 
America in the Middle East from 
1776 to the Present” and “Six Days 
of  War” are “really the authorita-
tive sources on both those topics.” 

Rabbi Yosef Bart to 
Lead RTA   

Rudlin Torah Academy has 
chosen Rabbi Yosef  Bart, a 

veteran assistant principal at the 
school, to become its new princi-
pal and lead RTA forward in its re-
newed focus on the K-8 program.

“Rabbi Bart is the ideal person 
to lead Richmond’s Jewish day 
school,” said RTA board President 
Brian Greene. 

“He is a top-notch educator, 
beloved by all and he is motivated 
and focused on making a positive 
impact on both RTA and the com-
munity. Rabbi Bart’s hiring is the 
result of  a highly participatory ef-
fort and I cannot imagine a bet-
ter outcome for our community.  I 
am very much looking forward to 
working with him.”

RTA recently announced that 
its longtime principal, Rabbi Hal 
Klestzick, would take over the 
leadership of  the boys’ and girls’ 
high schools, which are separat-
ing from RTA this summer. RTA 
conducted a nationwide search for 
a new principal, but ultimately de-
cided its best choice was already in 
the building.
“This is the finest organization I’ve 
ever been involved with,” Rabbi 

Sen. Kaine added, “The history 
of  the Jewish people and their 
struggles; the history of  the for-
mation of  the nation and the his-
tory of  American policy and our 
friendship is a bi-partisan friend-
ship, which is very important.”  

In his remarks, Ambassador 
Oren praised the special relation-
ship and bond that Israel has had 
throughout its 65 years with the 
United States.  He also noted the 

major accomplishments of  the 
Israeli citizens and reaffirmed Is-
rael’s right to defend itself  against 
all aggressors.  

“We are deeply grateful to 
President Obama and the U.S. 
Congress for their commitment 
to Israel’s security. We appreci-
ate your determination to pre-
vent Iran from developing mili-
tary nuclear capabilities. We also 

Rabbi Bart  More on page  8

Joint Annual Meetings  
Set for May 23   
On Thursday, May 23 join 

the Jewish Community 
Federation of  Richmond, Jewish 
Family Services, Richmond 
Jewish Foundation, Rudlin Torah 
Academy and  Weinstein JCC 
for the first joint agency annual 
meeting. 

All of  the agencies will be 
installing officers and board 
members for the next terms. The 
community will hear from each 
agency president and CEO. 

Awards will be presented 
to outstanding community 
volunteers from the agencies. 

Please join community 
members for this unprecedented 
event that will be a night to 
remember. Reception begins at 
5 p.m. followed by the meeting 
at 6 p.m.

RSVP by Monday, May 20 
to Pat Hendrick at (804) 545-
8604 or phendrick@weinsteinjcc.
org.
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focus on 
federation

On March 21, the Jewish Community 
Federation of  Richmond  celebrated 

the success of  the 2013 Annual Campaign, 
which passed  its goal of  $3 million. 

JCFR President Nathan Shor, said, “To-
night we celebrate the success of  the Cam-
paign with the knowledge that everyone in 
this room is a hero. By volunteering to work 
and contribute to the Campaign, you have 
helped us reach this occasion. I am thrilled 
to inform you we have exceeded our goal 

and project to close at $3,025,000.”
He recognized all the Campaign lead-

ers, led by Matt Grossman, 2013 Campaign 
chair.

At the gathering, Lynn Schwartz re-
ceived the Women’s Division Schwarzschild 
Award, Richard Thalhimer received the 
Men’s Division President’s Award and Lisa 
Looney received the Bob Reinhard Young 
Leadership Award.

Shor accepted the Sapir Award from 
Stephan Kline, Jewish Federations of  North 
America associate vice president. This award 
recognized the Federation for its outstanding 
2011 Campaign, which was up 7.4 percent. 

Federation CEO Samuel Asher told the 
group that the Campaign has increased 
three years in a row and a number of  key ini-
tiatives have continued, including the Com-
munity Leadership Institute. 

Dr. Ralph Nurnberger, professor of  Inter-
national Relations at Georgetown University, 
and an expert on American foreign policy and 
the Middle East and former legislative liaison with the American Israel Public Affairs Com-

mittee, addressed community members on de-
velopments in the Middle East.

He reviewed growing concerns about the 
uprisings in Syria, Egypt and the Iran nucle-
ar developments. “There’s been a total shift 
in the region since the Arab Spring,: he said. 
None of  the changes are good for Israel,  he 
told the group. “Some longtime enemies have 
become friends as far as their opposition to 
Israel and the U.S.” Others in the region, in-
cluding Jordan are being pressed with refugees 
from Syria. Nurnberger also gave the group an 
overview of  President Barack Obama’s visit to 
Israel, which was ongoing that day, as well as 
an update of  the Israeli elections. “This trip 
was very important,” he noted. 

The event was held at the home of  Jim 
Weinberg and Rosann Bocciarelli. 

Federation Celebrates Campaign 
Closing and Exceeding Goal

Take a Swing for our Community!
at the 

16th Annual Jewish Community 
Classic Golf Tournament

Tee it up to benefit the 
Weinstein JCC and 

Beth Sholom Lifecare Community

Captain’s choice with multiple flights
Shotgun start 1:00  • Great prizes 

Lunch and cocktail/dinner reception

Sponsored by 
Straus Itzkowitz & LeCompte  

and GuideOne Insurance

Monday, June 3

Reserve your spot today!
Sponsorship opportunties available 

Call Jay Jacobs at  545.8643

At the newly renovated 
Donald Ross Golf Course 

at Jefferson-Lakeside  
Country Club

(From left) Campaign awards were given to Lynn 
Schwartz, Richard Thalhimer and Lisa Looney.

(From left) Shelley Gouldin and her parents, 
Richard and Ellen November.

Women’s Division Chair Ellen Renee Adams(center) 
and Susie and Ronnie Adolf.

JCFR President Nathan Shor (right) accepts Sa-
pir Award for 2011 Campaign from Stephan Kline 
of the Jewish Federations of North America. 

• May 5    | 11:45 a.m.    
Annual Mitzvah Day
Congregation Beth Ahabah 

• May 8   | 6 p.m.    
Rule of Law Award Reception 
and Ceremony
Virginia Holocaust Museum

• May 19 | 7 p.m.
“Ershter Vals”/Richmond Ballet  
Weinstein JCC
 

•   May 22 | 7:30 p.m.
JWI Sofi e Stahl Reception 
Honoring Edith Glock  
Weinstein JCC

• May 23 | 5 p.m.
Joint Agency Annual Meeting
Weinstein JCC

• June 3  |  1 p.m.
Jewish Community Golf Classic  
Je� erson-Lakeside Country Club

 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.
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focus on 
federationTragedy in Boston Touches All, 

Uniting Communities and World   

In times like these, we measure 
ourselves by the way we get back 
on our feet as individuals and as a 
group united. 
 

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

The loss of  three innocent lives and injuries on 
April 15 to more than 275 others, some devas-
tating, in the aftermath of  the bomb explosions 
at the Boston Marathon have touched the nation 
and the world. I received this forwarded letter 
written by Barry Shrage, president of  Com-
bined Jewish Philanthropies in Boston,and 
wanted to share it with the community – the 
message is relevant to our times.  

Dear Friends, 
The last 48 hours have been a time of  
wildly fluctuating feelings and emo-
tions. On Tuesday night (April 16), 
Boston was planning to celebrate Is-
rael. Instead, it was mourning its dead 
and praying for the injured. In addition 
to our statewide celebration of  Patriots’ 
Day, Monday was also Yom Hazi-
karon, Israel’s Memorial Day. 

It’s a time when Israel and all who 
love Israel mourn those who died in 
war and the tens of  thousands who 
died or were injured in terrorist attacks. 
A time of  contemplation and tears. By 
mid-day we were already beginning to 
think about Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 
Independence Day, a time of  great joy 
and rejoicing. 

But later in the afternoon the un-
thinkable happened. Two bomb blasts 
killed three and wounded more than 
275 who lined the streets of  the Boston 
Marathon. Those bombs destroyed 
many lives and desecrated a day that 
has always provided light and joy, ora 
v’simcha, to the people of  Boston. 

This, it sometimes seems, is our fate, 
forever caught between celebration 

Swansboro Book Tasting 
is Delicious

Proposed New JCFR Board Members 

and mourning. 
And so Israel’s Independence Day 

was not a time of  celebration in Bos-
ton this year. Instead, it was a time to 
remember how deeply our communi-
ties and our people are tied together, 
Americans and Israelis, Boston’s Jew-
ish community and our brothers and 
sisters in Haifa and in Israel. We are 
bound together in celebration but also 
in tragedy, in joy but also in mourning, 
in trauma but also in resilience. 

Two weeks ago 10 Israeli officers 
from Haifa, Boston’s sister city, visited 
Boston as part of  the annual Hatik-
vah Mission to bring Israel’s message 
to the people of  Boston. Among them 
was a young pilot named Omri. Omri 
had visited Boston before as a young 
teen, as part of  the Boston-Haifa Con-
nection. At about that time, he lost 
his grandparents and his brother in a 
terrorist attack not that different from 
the one we experienced Monday. His 
mother was also very badly injured. 

Tragedy marks our lives but resil-
ience redeems us. Omri’s mother mi-
raculously recovered from most of  her 
wounds and Omri has achieved one 
of  the most important positions in the 
IDF. When he heard about the Mara-
thon bombing he sent a note to be sure 
all his friends in Boston were safe. He 
then sent the following message:

I was here just a few days ago representing 
the State of  Israel ...Two days ago, we com-
memorated the memorial day for soldiers and 
terror attack victims. At the end of  the day we 
should have celebrated our independence day, but 
it was interrupted by the horrific attack on the 
lives and freedom of  our friends and family in 
Boston. 

The attack was a most horrible surprise for 
me and a great shock. In times like these, we 
measure ourselves by the way we get back on our 

feet as individuals and as a group united. No 
words can bring comfort or peace to those who 
had family and friends hurt but it is important 
for you to know that you’re not alone.

We, your family in Israel, stand with you, 
as you stand with us, and strengthen you as you 
have strengthened us.
We are as one.

Resilience and faith in the future is 
Omri’s and Israel’s saving grace and it 
will save us here in Boston as well. 

In his most recent book, a com-
mentary on the biblical “Book of  
Job,” Rabbi Harold Kushner com-
ments on faith in the presence of  
overwhelming and inexplicable 
tragedy. His words touched me 
deeply when I read the book and 
seem especially important and 
meaningful at this moment:
The events of  my personal and 

professional life have moved me 
over the years to find God not in 
the perfection of  the world, the in-
tricacies of  rain and sun, growth 
and healing, the change of  seasons and 
the beauty of  the leaves in autumn. 

I find God in the miracle of  hu-
man resilience in the face of  the world’s 
imperfections, even the world’s cruelty. 
How are people able to survive tragedy 
(and that is what you do with tragedy: 
you don’t understand or explain it, you 
survive it)? 

What gave survivors of  the Holo-
caust the courage to remarry and cre-

(Left) Mentors Karin Fine and Beth 
Bertonneau help serve treats.

The JCFR Nominating Commit-
tee, chaired by Ivan Jecklin, has 

proposed the following slate of  offi-
cers:

President: Nathan Shor; Vice 
President: Stuart Siegel; Vice Presi-
dent: Deane Dubansky; Secretary/
Treasurer: Sara Waskin; Assistant 
Treasurer: Michael Sievers; Immedi-
ate Past President: Ivan Jecklin; Hon-
orary Vice Presidents: Ric Arenstein, 

Jerry Gumenick, Neil November and 
Mark Sisisky.

 Nominated to serve as members of  
the Class of 2016, for a three--year term 
are: Alissa Aronovici, Marvin Daniel, 
Karin Fine, Matt Grossman, Russ Jen-
nings, Seth Kaplan, Adam Plotkin, Geri 
Stahl and Andy Vorenberg. 

Proposed to serve as a member of  
the Class of  2015 is Howard Gold-
fine.

ate new families after what the Nazis and 
their collaborators did to their first fami-
lies? What enabled our fourteen-year-old 
son, so stricken with congestive heart fail-
ure that he had to sleep standing up, to 
look forward to every day he had to share 
with his friends, his family, and his dog? 
What motivates doctors to search for 
cures, and neighbors to hug us and dry 
our tears when we are stricken, if  it is not 
God at work within them and within us?

Or we might ask, what motivated 
Omri and his family to rise from their 
mourning and Omri to give the high-
est level of  service to his country? What 
motivated the brave first responders and 
bystanders in Boston to risk their lives in 
the face of  potential danger? I’m so proud 
to be part of  this great Jewish community 

and in spite of  it all to stand to-
gether with confidence and hope 
and love. We are working to deter-
mine the best ways to support the 
victims and those touched by this 
tragedy. 

With deep condolences and 
love for the bereaved and prayers 
for a refuah shelemah for those 
who were so badly injured, with 
support from people of  all faiths 
throughout Greater Boston, from 
our friends in Israel, and support 
from Jewish communities around 
the United States, we will stand to-
gether in mutual respect and love 
to face the future with optimism. 

Barry Shrage, President, CJP

 Proposed to serve as a member of  the 
Class of  2014 is David Fratkin.

We look forward to seeing you at 
the Joint Annual Meeting with the 
JCFR, Jewish Family Services, Rich-
mond Jewish Foundation, Rudlin 
Torah Academy and Weinstein JCC 
on May 23, at 5 p.m. at the Weinstein 
JCC, when these individuals will have 
the opportunity to be elected and 
installed.

The annual Book Tasting was 
a big hit again at Swansboro 

Elementary School. The event is 
sponsored and hosted by the Rich-
mond Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
(RJCL). Joan Menkes one of  our 
great mentors chaired the 2013 
tasting.

Students were treated to a 
“taste” of  something delicious 
pertaining to each of  the 12-food-
themed children’s books. Volunteers 
each made or brought 300 tastes 
of  each food. Books and foods in-
cluded: “Hampire” (jelly donuts), 
“The Rascally Cake” (sheet cake), 
“My Cold Plum Lemon Pie Bluesy 
Mood” (lemon pie), “The Ginger-
bread Girl Goes Animal Crack-
ers” (gingerbread cookies and ani-
mal crackers) and a special book 
of  poems and haiku called “Yum! 
Mmmm!”Other tastings included 

blueberries, carrots, pasta, soup and 
goldfish!
Menkes said, “This event brings 
great volunteerism from our group 
and it is great seeing kids enjoy a va-
riety of  foods… and enjoying read-
ing with their classes.” Most of  the 
classes read all 12 books.

RJCL volunteers are always 
needed for mentoring, reading, vol-
unteering and fun. Contact Diane 
Munsey at at (804) 545-8654 or 
dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org or Clau-
dia Biegler at claudiabiegler@gmail.com 
to get involved.

By Robin Jackson
RJCL Mentor

Network JCFR & Enterprise Circle
 Happy Hour

Wednesday, May 29 • 6 p.m.
Capital Ale House in Innsbrook

To RSVP, contact Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin
 at sshaffin@jewishrichmond.org. or  (804)545-8626.
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Mark Sisisky Heads JDC’s Former 
Soviet Union Committee

The Jewish Community Federation of  Richmond 

Enterprise Circle 
Wednesday, June 5 • 7:30 a.m.

“A View From the Bench: Lessons Learned From Deciding Cases”
A Panel Discussion With:

Judges Barbara Gaden, Robert Pustilnik and James Yoffy
Moderated by Irv Blank

Weinstein JCC 
To RSVP and for information, contact Matt Langsam at (804) 54508652  

or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org.

Long-time community leader Mark Si-
sisky recently was named chair of  the 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Com-
mittee’s Former Soviet Union Committee, 
which has a $150 million annual budget.

“This is a great honor and humbling ex-
perience to chair this very important com-
mittee,” said Sisisky who is a member of  
JDC’s executive committee and board. 

“I work with a great group of  more than 
400 professionals,” he noted.  The FSU 
committee has six sub-committees – budget 
and planning, Jewish renewal, welfare, exter-
nal relations, audit and legal and real estate. 

With a $400 million annual budget, JDC 
is the world’s largest Jewish humanitarian  as-
sisistance agency in the world and its impact 
touches millions across the world in more 
than 70 countries. JCD provides rescue, relief  
and community building to both Jewish and 
non-Jewish residents around the world.

In the FSU, the organization has several 
offices in Ukraine and Russia and serves 
about 1.3 million people. “These services 
allow seniors to live in dignity,” Sisisky said. 

JDC has been the lifeline for vulnerable 
Jews in the region, providing the critical as-
sistance they need to survive and the Jewish 

connection and strength that can only come 
from community.

Overall, JDC’s global network of  on-the-
ground professionals provides critical social-
support services and helps build self-sustaining 
Jewish communities in Latin America, Af-
rica, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, and 
throughout the former Soviet Union. In Israel, 
JDC helps ensure that all of  Israel’s people can 
be part of  the country’s society. When emer-
gency strikes, JDC is there, bringing transfer-
able programs to scale to address pressing 
human needs, rebuild infrastructure, and rein-
vigorate community life. 

President Obama Meets Miss Israel 
On his recent visit to Israel, President Barack 

Obama met Miss Israel 2013  – Yityish Aynaw, 
who is Israel’s first  black beauty queen – along with 
Israel’s President Shimon Peres at an official state 
dinner. The newly crowned Miss Israel is an Ethiopian 
Jewish immigrant to Israel.

She said, “It’s time that someone from my 
community, someone with my skin color, who is Israeli 
just like everyone else, represents the country.” 

What captivated the judges was not only her 
beauty, but also her life story.  Born in a small town, 
Aynaw was orphaned by the time she was about 10. 
She moved to Israel to live with her grandparents, 
who had already left Ethiopia for a new life in Israel.

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Let My Knowledge 
and Expertise Go 
to Work for You!

754-4551

At the kindergarten in Tbilisi’s Jewish Community 
House, children learn Jewish traditions and ethics 
from a young age, including the fundamental
value of Tzedakah. Photo Courtesy of Zhanna Veyts, JDC.
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The Weinstein JCC Patrons of  the Arts 
will celebrate the Grand Finale of  its 

immensely successful 2012-2013 season by 
presenting “Ershter Vals” in partnership 
with the Richmond Ballet. 

Get your tickets now for this inspiring 
evening of  original dance on Sunday, May 
19 at 7 p.m. at the Richmond Ballet, 407 
East Canal Street.

“Ershter Vals,” created for the com-
pany by award-winning choreographer Ma 
Cong, features music originating in the Jew-
ish ghettos during World War II, and uses 
engaging choreography to portray the re-
markable human capacity for hope found 
in community and relationships during 
times of  greatest despair. 

The ballet was recently selected by the 
Kennedy Center for performance in its Bal-
let Across America series, which showcases 
the spectacular vitality of  American ballet. 

The evening will also bring the return 
of  a frequent company collaborator, New 
York choreographer William Soleau, whose 
newest work created for Richmond Ballet is 
whimsically and appropriately titled Chas-
ing Cello. In this innovative neo-classic bal-
let, dancers interact with shadows, moving 

Patrons of the Arts Season 
Finale Set for May 19  

Final Production of JFT Season

walls, and a cellist performing onstage.
The community is invited to attend this 

singular POA event and the reception to 
follow, where Patrons can renew their POA 
subscription, or become a subscriber for the 
first time. 

Tickets are in high demand and seats 
are limited. Reserve yours today by calling 
(804) 285-6500. 

The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, 
by a generous contribution from the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond.

The Jewish Family Theatre is gearing up for 
its third and final production of  the 2012-

2013 season with the hilarious and touching 
comedy, “Brighton Beach Memoirs.” 

The performance will open on Wednes-
day, May 1 with shows running through May 
12. Earlier hits this season included “My 
Name Is Asher Lev” and “Children of  Eden.” 

The play features a cast of  favorites from 
the JFT stage and some new faces as well. 
A winner of  the New York Drama Critics 

Circle for Best Play, 
this coming-of-age 
story follows 15-year-
old Eugene Morris 
Jerome as he explores 
self-identity, puberty, and numerous family 
crises in pre WWII Brooklyn. This produc-
tion is suitable for ages 12 and up due to lan-
guage and some content. 

For show times and tickets, visit 
weinsteinjcc.org or call (804) 285-6500. 

Spring into Shape!

Join now for one free 
month and $1 registration!

You belong here.©
Call 285-6500 or visit weinsteinjcc.org

Warm weather is here!
Don't wait another day to 
get in shape or enhance your 
current fitness level

Come celebrate the 68th anniversary 
of  World War II Russian Victory Day 

at the Weinstein JCC, starting at noon on 
Sunday, May 12.

The program will offer special stories, 
singing, dancing and a pot-luck brunch, 
along with a special dedication to the Rich-

mond community’s decorated War veter-
ans. If  you are Russian or just interested in 
Russian culture, you will really enjoy this 
event. Transportation is available. 

Contact Shari Menlowe-Barck at (804) 
545-8611 for details and reservations.

Russian Victory Day Celebration

“Ershter Vals,” a ballet featuring music from 
the Jewish ghettos during World War II will be 
performed May 19.
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What better way to kick-off summer 
than with a visit from the much-

loved Israeli Friendship Caravan. For the 
past 40 years, Israel has sent a caravan of  
ten amazing teenagers to travel throughout 
North America to share their Israeli culture, 
music, dance, as well as a message of  peace. 

Mark your calendars and bring the 
whole family for the Israeli Scouts perfor-
mance at the Weinstein JCC on Thursday, 
June 20 at 7 p.m. Come hungry since the Is-
raeli Café will be open beginning at 5 p.m. 
with food by Catering by Jill available for 
purchase. The Israeli Scouts are only here 
for a short time – don’t miss it.

This program is partially underwritten 
from the Eddie Lapkin Israeli Scout Fund 

of  the Richmond Jewish Foundation. For 
information about the Israeli Friendship 
Caravan or about how you can be a host 
family to an Israeli scout, contact Leslie 
McGuigan at (804) 545-8659 or lmcguigan@
weinsteinjcc.org. 

Israeli Friendship Caravan to 
Perform on June 20  The Jewish Learning Institute, in collabo-

ration with the Weinstein JCC presents 
“Living with Integrity: Navigating Everyday 
Ethical Dilemmas.” 

Rabbi Shlomo Pereira of  Chabad of  
Virginia will conduct this six-week course 
in two different sessions at 7-8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays starting May 22 or 9:15-10:45 
a.m., and on Thursdays, starting May 23, 
with classes being held at the Weinstein JCC.

The class challenges students to articu-
late their opinions, while providing practi-
cal Talmudic wisdom to help them navigate 
through life’s inevitable ethical challenges. 
This course will not only provide the tools to 
make appropriate decisions, it will enhance 

interaction with family and friends. Topics 
include issues relating to privacy, forgiveness, 
charity, parents, honesty, and commitments.

 The course has been approved by the 
Virginia State Bar for 9 Continued Legal 
Education/CLE credits, including 7.5 ethics 
credits. It also offers Continued Education 
Units/CEU credits. The fee is $120 per 
student with a $20 discount for multiple reg-
istrations – couples, siblings, or friends, and 
Weinstein JCC members.

For information, contact Erin Lessin 
Mahone at emahone@weinsteinjcc.org or (804) 
545-8644; or to register, contact Rabbi 
Shlomo Pereira at (804) 740-2000 Ext 2 or at 
jli@chabadofva.org or visit www.myJLI.com.

New JLI Class Coming in May

Jewish Community Golf  Tournament is set 
for Monday, June 3. In addition to playing 

great golf  at the newly-renovated golf  course 
at Jefferson-Lakeside Country Club, funds 
raised will support the  Weinstein JCC and 
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community. A shotgun 
start begins at 1 p.m. All players will enjoy a 

catered lunch and cocktail/dinner reception, 
have an opportunity to win prizes, all while 
raising money to support the Jewish communi-
ty. Individual cost is $180 ($720 per foursome).  
Registration at weinsteinjcc.org. There are still op-
portunities for a variety of  sponsorship levels. 

For details, contact Jay Jacobs at jjacobs@
weinsteinjcc.org or (804) 545-8643.  

Tee Up for Weinstein JCC & Beth 
Sholom Lifecare Community   

Richmond Ballet: ErshterVals
by award-winning choreographer Ma Cong

Ershter Vals was performed at the 
Kennedy Center and in the Linbury 
Studio Theatre of the Royal Opera 
House in London. It features music 
originating in the Jewish ghettos 
during World War II, and uses 
choreography to portray the light 
people find in relationships and com-
munities, even in the darkest of times. 

This program also includes the world 
premiere of Chasing Cello, by choreogra-
pher William Soleau.

Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts
SEASON
FINALE!

Visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608 for tickets.
And don’t miss a single 2013-2014 event ~

become a Patron of the Arts today!

$25/$40/$50 • 407 E. Canal St.

May 19 at 7:00 p.m.  

This event is sponsored by Richmond Dermatology & Laser Specialists.

LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE

Adventure Starts Here!

(804) 288-CAMP • weinsteinjcc.org

Weinstein JCC Camps can make this summer 
the most fun and enriching ever for your child!

Camp Ganim: Ages 2 - 5
Camp Hilbert & Specialty Camps: Grades K - 9

Teen Camps  •  Voices Together
Space still 
available ~ 
register
today!

5400 Men’s Club Programs  
May 6 - Alice Faintich, author,  Stefan 
Waydenfeld’s, World War II memoir, “The 
Ice Road: An Epic Journey from the Stalin-
ist Labor Camps to Freedom.”

May 13 - Robert T. Skunda,  Richmond Bio-

technology Park.

May 20 - Jason Abady,  author, “Guadalca-
nal, Battle at the Overland Trail.”
 27 - No program
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JFS board members and party 
patrons Sandra Sisisky and Jerry 
Samford (Photo by Sid Koerin).

Nearly 150 guests gathered at the Renais-
sance on Saturday, March 23, to enjoy 

“Games for Good,” an evening of  glamor 
and casino gaming. This black-tie optional 
event, sponsored jointly by JFS and Circle 
Center Adult Day Services, raised funds for 
the agencies’ programs for seniors. 

Many thanks to our sponsors and hosts for 
a wonderful party.

Event Sponsors
Platinum: BB&T, Woody Funeral Home
Gold: Hirschler Fleischer, Troutman  
  Sanders
Silver: Genworth, Dominion Tek

Hosts

High Rollers: Bob & Cindy Rolfe.
Jockey Club Sponsors: Hector & Kathy 
Alonso, Linda & Earl Ferguson, Blaine & 
Janet  Garrett, Mike & Cheryl Heard, 
Retta Leigh Keil and Abby Moore.
Party Patrons: Frank & Stacey Baum, 
Katie & Jim Campbell, Steve & Marcia 
Czenczek, Paula Desel & Henry Ayon, Alex 
& Stephanie DerHovhannessian, Ron & 
Benita Felmus, Karin Fine, Sydney Fleischer 
& Mike Camp, Emmet & 
Lynn Heltzel, Babs & Larry 

Jackson, Bev & Sid Koerin, Sara Belle & Neil 
November, Lory Phillippo & Pat Patterson, 
Paige L. Quilter, Nancy Rowsey, Jerry & 
Ann Samford, Andy & Tina Sherrod, San-
dra Sisisky, Mort Thalhimer III and Marylee 
Traver.

Jewish Family Services is supported, in 
part, by a generous contribution from the 
Jewish Community Federation of  Rich-
mond.

Oh What a Night!

On May 5, at 3 p.m., Parkside at Beth 
Sholom will host a “Young at Heart 

Concert” by Cantor Fran Goldman and 
Natan Berensteyn. 

Cantor Goldman was raised in 
Columbus, Ga., and was a student Cantor 
in her conservative youth group.  She 
attended College-Conservatory of  Music of  
the University of  Cincinnati receiving both 
her undergrad in voice and master’s degree 
in speech and theater.  She was the soloist 
at Congregation Or Ami before becoming 
cantorial soloist in 1981 at Congregation Beth 
Ahabah.  

After completing the Cantorial 
certification program at HUC-JIR, she was 
invested as a Cantor by the Reform movement 
in 1994.  She served Beth Ahabah until 2004 
when she retired Emerita.  She continues to 
serve as a High Holy Day Cantor and will 
return to Beth Ahabah again for the Holy 
Days in 2013.  

She now works as a chaplain at 
Westminster Canterbury Richmond and 
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community.  

 Berensteyn and his family immigrated 
from Moldova in the former Soviet 

Union and settled in 
Richmond around 25 
years ago.  He received 
undergraduate degrees 
in piano performance in 
both Russia & at VCU, 
and a master’s in music 
and piano performance 
from VCU.  He is a music 
and choral teacher in the 
high school division of  Hanover County.  
He also served as accompanist and choral 
director at Beth Ahabah for 15 years, 
also composing many beautiful liturgical 
pieces for synagogue, arranging and doing 
the musical direction for the annual Beth 
Ahabah Purim Shpiel, which has been a 
featured part of  the community Purim 
celebration at the JCC.  

 This program entitled “Young 
at Heart” is a tribute to the diverse 
resident population at Beth Sholom 
Lifecare Community who inspire Cantor 
Goldman every day with their courage, 
kindness, humor, wonderful wisdom and 
experience. The concert will include 
many familiar songs from the Standard 
American songbook, as well as Broadway 
tunes (like “Fiddler on the Roof ”);  some 
folk and spirituals and a few in Hebrew 
and Yiddish.  

For details, call Ashley Manley at 
(804) 421- 5158.

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part, 
by a generous contribution from the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond.

Young at Heart 
Concert

*as noted in the January issue, Personal Finance

Building Wealth  
& Earning Trust 
for 150 Years

There is no guarantee that any investment will be profitable. All securities trading, whether in stocks
or other investment vehicles, involve risk including the possible loss of principal. 

Richard “Rick” Looney 
901 E. Cary St. Ste 1100
Richmond, VA 23219
804 780 2081  800 365 6699
InvestDavenport.com

Client Service is our top 
priority. Recognition for 
our asset management is 
an added bonus.

Recognized by Kiplinger* magazine as 
a “Wizard of Wall Street”

School ’s In Session!
JFS can help your child succeed & achieve with individual 

therapy, psychological & educational testing. We offer 
prompt day & evening appointments & will work with your 

insurance company to coordinate coverage.

6718 Patterson Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23226
804.282.5644 • www.jfsrichmond.org

Call 282-5644, ext. 239, for 
an appointment today.

Senior Prom 
Queen

 Fran Goldman

Each year, Beth Sholom Lifecare 
Community is invited to attend a 
“Senior Prom” at the University 
of Richmond. Many assisted 
living facilities and nursing 
homes have residents who 
attend this fun event each year. 
Gardens resident  Shirley Kirsch 
was nominated as the Prom 
Queen this year. Everyone loved 
her smile and her amazing dance 
moves, and she had the time of 
her life.

Shirley Kirsch

agency 
highlights
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We’ve Sprung into Spring

At Temple Beth-El Religious School, 
spring is in full bloom. In April the school 

enjoyed a tribute to Israel in honor of  her 65th 
birthday, and the 4th grade students wrote 
their dreams and wishes for Israel on a “Kotel” 
that they made.  

On May 19, the school will have its 
annual end-of-year picnic and wish all 
students well for the summer.

The next Tot Shabbat service will be 
on Saturday morning, May 18, at Temple 
Beth- El on Grove Avenue.  Please come 
with your children, infants-7, for singing 
and dancing in celebration of  Shabbat, and 
a little nosh as well. Don’t miss out on the 

in our
synagoguesShomer 

Shabbat Boy 
Scout Troop 
Gets Surprise 
Visit

(From left/ Back) Charlie Alexander, Drew 
Alexander, Yehuda Katz, Howard. Spielman, Russ 
Stein, Don Hill; (Front) Berel Bart, Noah Haine, 
Michael Zedd, Jacob Zedd, Moshe Ackman, and 
Asher Ackman. 

fun.
Speaking of  fun, do you know anyone 

who is looking for a fun Jewish educational 
experience for their children in a caring, 
vibrant atmosphere? 

On Sunday, May 5, Beth-El will 
have an Open House at the school for 
prospective religious school families.  
Come to the school from 10-11 a.m. to 
meet the students, teachers, and some of  
our parents. You’ll get to experience our 
community first hand and we will get to 
welcome you. 

For information, contact Hazzan Marian 
Turk at hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org.

Several special guests dropped in at KBI 
with fresh mud and dirt still on their 

boots from Bechtel, W.Va. Bechtel is the 
new permanent home for the Boy Scout 
Jamboree. 

Driving through almost blinding snow 
were Dr. Howard A. Spielman, Scout 
Master from Troop 54, from Brookline, 
Mass. He is the contingent coordinator 
for the Shomer Shabbat contingent to the 
National Scout Jamboree. Accompanying 
Spielman was Yehuda Katz, assistant Scout 
Master, Troop 613, Silver Spring, Md., 
the contingent registrar for the Shomer 
Shabbat Contingent to the National Scout 
Jamboree. They surprised the Boy Scouts 
of  Troop 613 KBI in the middle of  its troop 
meeting. 

About every four years, Boy Scouts from 
around the world meet at one location for 
ten days of  high adventure! There is plenty 
of  excitement for everyone attending.  
Archery to kayaking and mountain-biking 
to zip lines. In fact, this year, the zip line 
runs for 1,450 feet. 

Speilman contacted Scoutmaster Russ 
Stein when they were searching for a place 
to stop and pray on their way to Bechtel, W. 
Va. Through their search, they found KBI’s 
website and spied the numerous photos of  
the various kosher Shomer Shabbat Scout 
groups chartered by KBI. 

Excited with this information, they 

asked Stein if  it would be okay if  they 
stopped by the troop meeting on their way 
back to Silver Spring to share information 
about this year’s National Scout Jamboree. 
Spielman has organized a Sabbath 
observant contingent for the jamboree, 
which they have made available for Sabbath 
observant Scouts for a few years now. 

As Spielman unfolded many of  the 
details of  the 2013 Jamboree, the boys’ 
excitement grew. With about 40,000 scouts 
expected to attend from all over the world, 
if  the Scouts of  Troop 613 in our town are 
able to make the trip, it is sure to be an 
adventure the boys will remember for the 
rest of  their lives. 

Also in attendance as a special guest, 
was Troop 613’s new Unit Commissioner 
Don Hill. 

To join Boy Scout Troop 613, contact: 
Russ Stein at (804) 651-5825 or email him 
at russ613@comcast.net. 

Keneseth Beth Israel is the charter 
organization for Boy Scout Troop 613.

Chesed Awards to Sy Sibelman; 
Inge and Harold Horowitz

Rudlin Torah Academy is pleased to 
announce that its 2013 Chesed Awards 

will go to Sy Sibelman, director of  the Virginia 
Holocaust Museum, and Inge and Harold 
Horowitz, leaders of  the Emek Sholom 
Holocaust Memorial Cemetery.

The Chesed Awards Dinner will be held 
Sunday, June 2, at 7 p.m., at the Weinstein JCC, 
with cocktails and a silent auction at 6 p.m.

Sibelman is a native of  Richmond who 
returned to the city several years ago. He is 
executive director of  the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum and active in other community efforts. 
He is the author of  two books and is an expert on 
the Jewish community and literature of  France.

The couple are long-time residents of  
Richmond and very active in the Richmond 
Jewish community. Harold served as president of  
Emek Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery 
from 1987 to 1990, and Inge as president from 
1995 to 2011, where she continues as acting 
president today. Inge also served on the board 
of  the Weinstein JCC and in numerous other 
organizations.

Sy Sibelman and the 
Horowitzes truly embody 
the spirit of  chesed, and RTA 
is proud to honor them.

The ABCD (Above & 
Beyond the Call of  Duty) 
Award will be presented to Todd Weinberg, 
coach of  RTA’s boys’ basketball team, the Iron 
Blue Lions. He has continued coaching the 
team after his own children graduated from 
RTA, and puts many hours into the effort. The 
team compiled a winning record this year.

The Alumni Award this year is a double bill, 
going to Marlena Lynn Cantor and Yonatan 
Cantor, both of  whom have represented the 
school well in the community.

Rudlin Torah Academy is in its 47th year of  
providing quality full-time elementary education 
to Jewish children in the Richmond area. It was 
chartered in 1966 as the Richmond Hebrew 
Day School. The Academy is accredited by the 
Virginia Association of  Independent Schools. 
RTA students continue to excel in national 
standardized testing with classes generally 
performing above the 90th percentile.

For more about the Chesed Awards Dinner, 
call (804) 784-9050. Tickets are $125 per person.

Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

Inge and Harold  
Horowitz

Sy Sibelman

Rabbi Bart 
Continued from page 1

Bart said. “And to lead it going forward is just 
a wonderful opportunity. I’m looking forward 
to the challenge of  taking an outstanding pro-
gram and not just setting new goals, but ex-
ceeding our goals for the future.”

Rabbi Bart, 45, a native of  Silver 
Spring, Maryland, lives in Henrico County 
with his wife, Rivka, and their family. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
a master’s in Jewish education. He joined 
RTA as a teacher in 1998, left in 2001 to 
teach in Houston, then returned to RTA as 
assistant principal in 2003.

“I love this community and this school,” 
he said. “Everyone who knows me person-
ally knows how much I value both Jewish 
education and general studies. I love the 
fact that when you look at the kids in our 
classrooms, that one’s Orthodox, that one’s 
Conservative, that one’s Reform, that one 
doesn’t attend a synagogue. Yet they all 
get along, they all love learning. They skip 
down the hall with smiles on their faces.

“Who wouldn’t want to be a part of  that?”
Rabbi Bart noted that RTA gradu-

ates are regularly accepted to Maggie 
L. Walker Governor’s School, the Cen-
ter for Leadership at Douglas Freeman  
and Henrico County’s other specialty 
programs, and colleges like the Univer-
sity of  Virginia. RTA students’ scores 
on standardized tests are among the 
highest in the region every year.

Two of  Rabbi Bart’s daughters, 
Sarah and Bracha Bart, both of  whom 
attended RTA, are pursuing math or 
science careers and are currently en-
rolled at Touro College in Manhattan.

Rabbi Bart also said that RTA will 
begin the new school year with a rigor-
ous new financial plan and a new mar-
keting initiative to bring more students 
into the school.“The demographic 
trends in Richmond for the coming 
years look very good for us,” he said. 
“We have an outstanding, dedicated 
staff and a great program, and I’m con-
fident we’ll be able to show the com-
munity just what a vital asset we are.”
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965-9020

DRIVE A LITTLE
SAVE A LOT                    SAVE ON 

 DRY CLEANING  

9033 W. Broad St.  (Next to Food Lion)

OnePrice
CLEANERS

ANY GARMENT    $2.29

Or Atid recognized 
its cadre of  teach-

ers at a pot luck dinner 
and services on April 12. 
All of  the teachers bring 
unique talents to the school.  

Barbara Lustig coordinates and provides 
outstanding Hebrew language education. The 
art program allows students to connect creativ-
ity with their study of  Judaica under the innova-
tive eye of  Holly Markoff. Jeff Matherne chal-
lenges the older students to make connections 
and build their own knowledge with his Socratic 
method of  teaching. Melissa Bunce excites the 
young members in Shalom Yeladim.  And Da-
vid Rose-Carmack uses his musical talents to 
create a camp atmosphere without the s’mores. 
The teenage madrachim were also recognized 
for their budding skills and dedication.

 Or Atid’s Second Seder has quickly become 
the place to be during Passover in the Richmond 

Or Atid 
Happenings  

Or Atid teachers, madrichim, and students cel-
ebrate the renewal of its Framework for Excel-
lence designation.

area.  The dinner catered by Pick Ups Plus tan-
talized the community members while they en-
joyed Rabbi Royi Shaffin’s family friendly seder. 
All left with a strong sense of  community and 
connection to Jewish tradition and heritage.

 Or Atid is gearing up for its Annual Meet-
ing.  On May 12, the congregation will join 
together to nosh, conduct business, approve a 
budget and a new slate of  officers will be elect-
ed.  The congregation also will recognize the 
outstanding contributions of  its members.  And 
since it’s also Mother’s Day, the group will be en-
tertained by the students of  the Helen and Sam 
Kornblau Religious School as a special tribute to 
their mothers and grandmohers.

On Saturday, May 11, Congregation 
Or Ami will host Susan Greenbaum 

in concert. This event supports the COA 
Social Action Committee’s effort to provide 
emergency Foster Care Kits for children 
suddenly pulled from their homes, which can 
happen at any hour of  the day or night. In 
addition, proceeds go to various endeavors to 
further Tikkun Olam - a guiding principle of  
the congregation for more than 40 years.

The concert starts at 7:30 p.m. and costs 
$15 (which includes snacks; wine and beer 
will be available for purchase). Tickets can be 
purchased online via Paypal by visiting www.
or-ami.com.   

Or Ami’s adult learning committee’s Reel 
Theology presents “The Other Son,” on 

Or Ami to Host Susan 
Greenbaum in Concert   

May 19 at 6 p.m., 
a drama about two 
young men, Israeli 
and Palestinian, 
who discover they 
were accidentally 
switched at 
birth, and the 
complexercussions 
facing them and their respective families.The 
screening is free and open to the public. There 
will be an informal pot luck before the movie 
and a group discussion afterwards led by 
Rabbi Ben Romer. Or Ami is located at 9400 
Huguenot Road.

For details, call (804) 272-0017 or office@
or-ami.com.

Members of  Congregation Beth Ahabah 
are hoping to give a big boost to the 

Stop Hunger Now campaign, one of  fifteen 
projects planned for the temple’s Mitzvah 
Day on Sunday, May 5 at  11:45 a.m.

Stop Hunger Now’s meal packaging 
program provides volunteers the opportunity 
to package dehydrated, high-protein meals 
that are used in crisis situations and in school 
feeding programs for schools and orphanages 
in developing countries around the world.  Beth 
Ahabah’s religious school will help promote 
and fund the project that will culminate with 
the packaging of  at least 10,000 meals.

Volunteers of  all ages will have the 
opportunity on Mitzvah Day to participate in 
15 worthy projects that will have both local 
and global benefits.

Outside projects will include beautifying 
Beth Ahabah or Binford Middle School,   
planting a vegetable garden at William Byrd 
Community House and the annual clean-
up of  Hebrew Cemetery.  At the temple, 
some can work at a new project: Painting 
inspirational stones with single words or signs 
of  peace and love for our loved ones at the 
cemetery. These will then be placed in buckets 

for visitors to use to leave at the grave site of  a 
loved one as an act of  remembrance. 

Also, there will be a blood drive beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. The Pink Ribbon project that 
assembles education cards promoting breast 
health awareness and also collections of  cell 
phones, eye glasses, and toiletries for the 
troops.   There also will be a hairstylist to cut 
and style donors tresses for Locks of  Love., a 
public nonprofit organization that provides 
hairpieces to financially disadvantaged 
children under age 21 in the United States 
and Canada suffering from long-term 
medical hair loss from any diagnosis.

Many of this year’s projects focus on the Jewish 
obligation to feed the hungry. There will again be 
the opportunity to cook meals or bake desserts for 
Hospital Hospitality House which provides lodging 
and non-medical services to families and individuals 
in medical crisis.  We will also again be making bag 
lunches to distribute to the homeless in Monroe 
Park. 

To register, call (804) 358-6757 or visit www.
bethabah.org. Participants are  encouraged to register 
in advance so that the temple will have a good 
idea of  how many are participating and can 
plan accordingly.

Mitzvah Day Planned at 
Beth Ahabah on May 5 

Aishes Chayil Honoree Selected  
Keneseth Beth Israel has selected Judy 

Levine-Maizels as its 2013 Aishes Chayil 
honoree.

 “Let her achievements praise her…” 
Judy arrived in Richmond over 20 years ago. 
Her first experience volunteering was with 
Hadassah; after holding many offices, she 
became president of  the Sabra group in the 
early 90s. When her children were small, she 
was president of  the JCC preschool, served on 
the board, and was volunteer cochair of  the 
1998 JCC Jewish Food Festival and Carnival.

She served on the board and became 
president of  Rudlin Torah Academy for 
three years, including the move to the 
new building; she broke ground and cut 
the ribbon for the new location.  She co-
chaired the RTA cookbook “Manna from 
Heaven.”  Her friend Debbie Colby said, 
“Judy is a leader not only in every venture 
in which she’s been involved but also with 
her family and friends.”

Our honoree has been involved with 
Keneseth Beth Israel nearly 20 years, living 
in the KBI neighborhood for over 16 years. 

She “…opens her hand to the poor 
and reaches out her hands to the needy.”  
Her home was host to the Yeshiva of  
VA dorm in its early years and to many 

Shaarei Torah of  
Richmond Shabbat 
dinners. She has 
helped with many 
events and is known 
for her creativity, 
encouraging KBI 
to open its doors 
to the community 
for Yom Kippur 
break-fast, the annual 
Veterans Day dinner (an officer and reservist 
in the Army for 12 years), and Passover Seder. 
She launched and maintains the KBI and 
Richmond Jewish Food Festival websites.

She was founder and co-owner of  the only 
Shomer Shabbos kosher deli and grocery store 
in Richmond, The Kosher Pantry.

Our Aishes Chayil is the mother of  three 
children, Neena, 20, a junior at George Mason 
University; Danielle, 18, a college freshman 
spending a year in Israel with the Young Judea 
Year course – she will attend ODU next year; 
and Nathan, 16, a junior at The Collegiate 
School.

Please join all at the Aishes Chayil 
luncheon, Saturday June 15, by contacting 
the synagogue at (804) 288-7953 for 
information and tickets.

Judy Levine-Maizels
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Recognizing that human resources are 
vital to the attraction of  fiscal resources, 

Sidney Meyers and his wife, Anne, created 
an award to be presented to community 
members who have made outstanding local 
and national contributions to the field of  
Jewish endowments. 

The Meyers believed that the award 
would encourage others to become involved 
and benefit the community. The Anne and 
S. Sidney Meyers Endowment Achievement 
Award is a fitting memorial to Sidney’s 
devotion. Each time it is presented, it reminds 
us all of  his dedication and commitment to 
the Richmond Jewish community. 

This year’s recipient is Mark Sisisky. Mark 
served as Richmond Jewish Foundation’s 
president from 2002-2004. He originally 
joined the board in 1998 and remains active 
today, attending board meetings and recently 
serving as a member of  the investment 
committee where he helped choose our 
current investment manager, Glenmede. 

When Mark took office in 2002 he and 
Susan created what is now known as the 
Susan and Mark B. Sisisky Global Jewish 
Enrichment Fund. The fund was created to 
enhance the understanding of  global Jewish 
issues among young Jewish professionals and 
leaders in Richmond. Mark and Susan have 
travelled to Jewish communities throughout 
the world to gain a better understanding of  
their specific needs and to learn from their 
unique histories. 

They hope this fund and the fellowship 
created with its support will help others share 

in this transformational 
learning.  

Highlights from Mark’s 
RJF’s presidency include 
starting a gift annuity 
initiative, building a stronger 
partnership with the 
Federation, helping brand 
RJF with it’s new name and 
identity, hiring our current 
CFO, Michele Craig, 

and starting the process to modernize the 
Foundation’s investment model. 

Locally, he serves on The Community 
Foundation Board of  Governors and on the 
boards of  Virginia Life Science Investments 
LLC and Xenith Bank. Nationally, Mark 
serves on the board and the executive 
committee for the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee and chairs the 
Former Soviet Union Committee, which 
oversees a $150 million annual budget. 
The JDC currently operates in more than 
70 countries to provide rescue, relief  and 
community building to both Jewish and 
non-Jewish residents around the world.

Mark understands the role of  
endowments in helping secure our 
community’s future and is a worthy 
successor to our prior award winners. 

Please join the RJF board and staff in 
congratulating Mark on this worthy honor 
and help him celebrate at the May 23 joint 
annual meeting at the Weinstein JCC.

For details, call (804) 545-8659 or email 
robert@rjfoundation.org.

focus on 
foundation

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

Mark Sisisky to Receive Annual 
Meyers Award 

community
news

Community 
Commemorates 
Yom HaShoah   

Richmond Jewish Foundation
Rachel B. Banks Youth Fund

Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications are now being accepted 
by the Rachel B. Banks Youth Fund Grants Committee.  Funds are available for current 
unmet needs of Jewish youth or for innovative and creative approaches to enhance 
the programs, services or lifestyle of Jewish youth in the Richmond, Virginia, area.

The application deadline is 4 p.m. on May 10, 2013.

If you would like to request an application or need further information, please 
contact Joice Burnette, Foundation Administrator at joice@rjfoundation.org or 
(804)545-8628.

Mark Sisisky 

Bulgarian Ambassador Elena B. Poptodorova  
talks with Neil and Sara Belle November.

This Yom Hashoah, the Richmond Jew-
ish community on April 11, commem-

orated a little known moment in Holocaust 
history –– the 70th anniversary of  the res-
cue of  the Bulgarian Jews. 

Her Excellency Elena B. Poptodorova, 
Ambassador of  the Republic of  Bulgaria 
to the U.S., gave a keynote address at the 
Virginia Holocaust Museum, to several 
hundred community members, including 
a number of  Holocaust survivors, their 
families and elected officials. 

In her remarks, the ambassador explored 
the complexities of  that moment when or-
dinary individuals stood against the political 
and social systems in Bulgaria, when average 
persons achieved extraordinary ends. 

She said approximately 50,000 Jews 
were saved from deportation in 1943 due to 
the actions of  a number of  Bulgarian offi-
cials, bishops from the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church and many others. One of  these was 
Dimitar Peshev, deputy speaker of  the Bul-
garian parliament, who was approached by 
citizens alerting him with concerns about 
the pending deportation to Treblinka of  
Jews. He wrote a letter that was signed by 
more than 40 members of  parliament seek-
ing to stop any deportation of  Jews. 

These actions helped to stop it. The citi-
zens, Peshev and others made the planned 
deportation of  Jews very public, she noted. 
“Two bishops said if  the Jews were put on 
the trains, they would join them.”

The Ambassador said, “I am proud and 
relieved this did happen in my small coun-
try.” A miracle did happen ... goodness did 
happen....goodness prevailed ... friends and 
neighbors protected and stood up for those 
they loved and prevented deportation from 
happening.”

She said, “I am not Jewish but every 
year, every Yom HaShoah, I become Jew-
ish. I feel the same pain, the same concern 

and same worry over the future of  human 
kind.  I am glad to give my respects to the 
Survivors here tonight. 

“They just did the right thing and the 
right time. There always will be individu-
als, with humanity, force of  character, in-
tegrity and goodness to prevent the worse 
from happening. Unfortunately, genocide is 
still happening and has not left our human 
world,” the Ambassador said. “

She said a documentary, “The Opti-
mist” has been produced with interviews 
with Jews who were saved and Bulgar-
ians who saved Jews from going to death 
camps.  

The evening of  the VHM’s commemo-
ration service marked the official opening 
of  and exhibition of  paintings by local Ho-
locaust survivor, Margot Dreyfuss Blank.

The service of  remembering that 
evening concluded with Survivors, their 
children and grandchildren lighting six 
candles to recall the six million murdered 
Jews. At the program, the winners of  
this year’s student art contest were an-
nounced by Carole Weinstein. 

This program was co-sponsored with 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond. 

Survivors Roger Loria and Rosalia Kaplan light 
a memorial candle. 

Survivors Halina and Alan Zimm with Marcus 
Weinstein and Ruth McMahon at the opening 
of the exhibition of paintings by local Holo-
caust  Survivor Margot Dreyfuss Blank. 
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Gila Chapter of  Jewish Women Interna-
tional (JWI) is proud to announce the 

winner of  the 2013 Sofie Stahl Memorial 
Award is Edith Glock.  Originally created by 
the day chapter of  JWI (then B’nai B’rith 
Women) and the Stahl Family, the annual 
award, voted by previous years’ recipients, 
honors a Jewish woman whose volunteerism 
demonstrates a life-long commitment to help-
ing those in the Richmond area. 

As her nomination stated, “…She is high-
ly professional …invaluable asset to …the en-
tire Jewish community”… further stating “…
She has been a model of  giving unselfishly, 
willingly and cheerfully to the religious and 
secular …communities as well as to her own 
family.”

Recognized for much that she has done, 
Glock – or the results of  her endeavors both 
volunteer and paid – has touched many in 
Richmond Jewish community. She has spent 
countless volunteer hours working for Jewish 
organizations including as a board member 
and at bingo for Temple Beth-El’s sisterhood, 
as well as for the Weinstein JCC, Congrega-
tion Kol Emes, Hadassah and the Jewish 
Women’s Club.

Anyone who has spent any time with the 
Jewish Community Federation of  Richmond 
in the past 32 years will know her. During 
that time she has managed the Federation’s 

Edith Glock is 2013 Sofie 
Stahl Memorial Recipient

community calendar 
as well as the commu-
nity database. For her 
volunteer service with 
the annual UJA cam-
paign, she was award-
ed the Federation’s 
L’Dor V’Dor, Woman 
of  Valor award. RTA’s 
Chesed award was 
bestowed on Glock 
(who has served on Rudlin Torah Academy’s 
board) along with her husband, Eugene. 

Glock will be honored at a dessert recep-
tion on Wednesday, May 22, at 7:30 p.m., 
at the Weinstein JCC. The public is invited 
to join JWI, previous Sofie Stahl recipients 
as well as her family and friends. Per-person 
couvert is $36. Pledge levels are Gold $50 and 
Platinum $100. To RSVP, checks (payable to 
JWI) should be mailed by May 13 to JWI, c/o 
Arlene Slutzah, 4907 Daffodil Circle, Glen 
Allen, 23060.  For information contact Slut-
zah at (804) 747-0765 or arlene4907@gmail.
com.

JWI is an organization of  75,000 mem-
bers and supporters, committed to pursuit of  
tikkun olam — repairing the world — locally, 
nationally and internationally. Its mission 
is summed up through the tag line of  “safe 
homes. healthy relationships. strong women.”

A chance gift of a Life Membership to Hadassah 
from her mother, set an important course 

for Emily Sterling’s adult life. As a young woman, 
pregnant with her son, and looking for a life direction 
in New York City, Sterling used this gift to meet other 
like-minded young women and strengthen her 
Jewish identity and commitment to Israel.

As an idea that “just came to her out of  
the blue,” Sterling hopes to ignite that same 
spark in young women (and men as Associates) 
college students in the Richmond area. And so 
she is offering up to 100 graduation gifts of Life 
Membership in Hadassah to any Richmond- area 
student graduating from college this spring. The gift 
is for undergraduate or graduate programs from 
VCU, University of Richmond, VSU, Randolph-
Macon, or other schools in the area. 

Sally Goldberg, Richmond Chapter co-
president said, “We are proud and excited that this 
brand new venture is a first, and has never been 
offered at any other Hadassah chapter in the U.S. 
We hope that lots of students take advantage of the 
generous offer. We hope it may become a model 
for other chapters around the country. With this 
generosity, Emily is paying it forward. She sees this 
as a legacy gift for others. Her family has a history 
of supporting Israel and Jewish causes.”

Sterling said, “as an only child, my mother 
always did a lot for me in my life. But this (gift 
of  Life Membership) was one of  the nicest most 
special things she ever did. It sticks in my mind 
and my heart.” She continued, “It was really life 
changing and life affirming. As a young woman, I 
couldn’t have asked for anything else better in my 
life- not a trip or jewelry or anything monetary.” 

Sterling hopes through this gift to others, 
“maybe there is another me out there or a 100 
me’s or 1000 who will get that same spark and do 
something with it.”

She said she didn’t know what she was 
looking for until she had this connection with 
Hadassah and the women she met and the causes 
that she served for her people. “My mother gave 
me the way to start this commitment and it gives 
me great pleasure to give it to others on behalf  of  
my family before me,” she says with great pride. 

It is valued at $212.  There are absolutely no 
strings attached. Students (male or female) who 
would like to receive a free life membership, (or 
associate),  should notify Co-Membership Vice 
Presidents Elaine Ragone (talk2el@aol.com, (804) 
740-8673); or Beth Rochkind (ABEJRock@aol.
com, (804) 308-2538), or project chairman Janie 
Schwarz (mcschwarz@comcast.net, (804)364-5881).

Edith Glock 

The Rule of Law Prevails
One of  the central lessons of  the Holo-

caust and the related tragedies of  the 
Second World War focuses on the centrality 
of  the Rule of  Law and its sanctity in the cre-
ation and maintenance of  civil societies. 

In order to preserve that significant lesson, 
the Nuremberg Courtroom Committee of  
the Virginia Holocaust Museum, in tandem 
with the Virginia Law Foundation, has estab-
lished an annual program to honor an indi-
vidual whose life and work in the field of  the 
law emulated the high ideals enshrined in the 
principals that guided the establishment of  
the Nuremberg Military Tribunal (1945-46) 
and the creation of  the International Court 
of  Justice. Past recipients of  this prestigious 
award have been Eli Rosenbaum, Justice Ga-
briel Bach and Philip Hirschkop.

On May 8, the Rule of  Law Award will 
be presented posthumously to Murray Janus, 
Esquire and Rodney Matthews, Esquire. Both 
were long-serving museum board members. 
Each possessed a profound belief  in the law and 
in the manner by which it protected all individu-
als regardless of  their ethnicity, religion or socio-
economic status.

The speaker is a 
luminary in the field 
of  constitutional law, 
Professor A. E. Dick 
Howard, White Bur-
kett Miller Professor 
of  Law and Public 
Affairs at the Uni-
versity of  Virginia. 
He served as the ex-
ecutive director of  
the commission that wrote Virginia’s current 
constitution. 

Howard has authored numerous books, 
articles and monographs. He has often been 
consulted by foreign governments seeking his 
expert advice in writing new constitutions. 
His talk will focus on the importance of  the 
rule of  law and how the law ensures the pres-
ervation of  our basic human rights.

The event will be held on May 8 begin-
ning with a cocktail reception at 6 p.m. and 
the ceremony at 7 p.m. The event is free and 
open to the public. Call the Virginia Holo-
caust Museum at (804) 257-5400, ext. 239 for 
additional information.

Emily Sterling’s Shining Gift to 
Hadassah of Life Memberships  

Hadassah’s Events
Cinco de Mayo and Hadassah
Ole! Come celebrate Cinco de Mayo with 
Hadassah on May 5 at Hadassah’s Joy of  
Cooking latino style at Kitchen Thyme at 
6:30 p.m. Think fish tacos, spicy salsa, gua-
camole, plantain chips and virgin Margaritas. 
There will be an iron chef  competition. You 
will be supplied a “basket” with all the major 
ingredients for a yummy fiesta: rockfish, avo-
cado, vegetables, fruits, tortillas and a com-
plete pantry to choose for staples.

RSVP by check payable to Hadassah for 
$20 to Evie Windmueller, 8708 Holly Hill Rd., 
23229. For details,contact Debbie Leo at (804) 
270-1820 or Robin Low at  (804) 273-9876.

Lunch and Learn
“A Walk Through the Megillot” is the subject 
of  Hadassah’s May Lunch and Learn.

Under the guidance of  moderator Julie 
Beck-Berman, members and guests will look 
at how women are portrayed in the megil-
lot assigned to the major Jewish holy days. A 
spirited discussion will center on the story of  
Ruth, the Moabite ancestress of  King David 
and a role model for converts. This is set for 
Wednesday, May 29 at the Weinstein JCC at 
noon. Bring your lunch or buy it at the cafe.

For details, contact Julie Beck-Berman at 
(804) 862-6581 or Carolyn Belgrad at (804) 
798-7235.

A.E. Dick Howard

FRUIT FESTIVAL®

MADE AND DELIVERED 
FRESH DAILY!

Make life a little sweeter.

To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
 9736 Midlothian Turnpike

Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com

Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kosher Certifi ed
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(From left) Del. Eileen Filler-Corn, Earl Ferguson 
and Sen. Adam Ebbin.

thank President Obama, who during his 
recent visit to Israel, reaffirmed our right to 
defend ourselves against any Middle Eastern 
threat,” said Ambassador Oren.

“Israel this year is 65 years old. By some 
country’s standards, we’re merely teenagers. 
Yet at 65, we are older than about two-thirds 
of  the member states in the United Nations. 
Israel is older than more than half  the de-
mocracies in the world. In our neighbor-
hood, in light of  the fact that we’ve never 
known a second of  peace, those statistics 
are astonishing.  So too are our accomplish-
ments in virtually every field of  science and 
medicine, technology and the arts -- Israel 
is a world leader in all those fields,” noted 
Ambassador Oren. 

“We’re a nation of  8 million people.  
We’re the second most educated popula-
tion in the world per capita. We’re a global 
leader in health care and innovation. And 
we have more Nobel Prize winners than 
Olympic Gold Medal winners!” he said. “In 
the Middle East, we’re the only country that 
is stable; that is militarily and economically 
robust and that is fiercely democratic.”   
He described how Israelis celebrate the in-

dependence birthday in “a uniquely Israeli 
way” by displaying numbers on the top of  
buildings across the country. “They are 
placed on top of  our tallest buildings. They 
are on the top of  our Knesset; they are on 
top of  our prime minister’s office. All of  the 
numbers are the same, the years that Israel 
has enjoyed independence,” Dr. Oren said. 

“Everybody knows that number. You can 
see it proudly and brilliantly displayed and 
nobody asks why. For a very simple reason. 
For 2000 years we were not a free people in 
own land. We were a dispersed and exiled 
people. We were subject to persecution, in-
quisition and expulsion; culminating finally 
in the largest mass massacre in our history. 
But we never forgot our land and trying to 

Israel
Continued from page 1

return to our land.  We forged our freedom. 
Enemies still rose to try to destroy us. Armies 
and terrorists sought to drive us into the sea 
or to wipe us off the map. But we learned 
to defend ourselves like the Minutemen in 
early America. We became a vigilant nation 
of  arms. And learned about freedom’s cost.  
That is why Israel’s Memorial Day – the day 
when we mourn the thousands of  Israelis 
who gave their lives for Israel’s freedom -- is 
the day that immediately precedes our In-
dependence Day to remind us again of  the 
terrible cost.” 

Ambassador Oren noted, “Even today 
the Middle East is ripe with regimes and 
movements dedicated to our destruction.  
One of  them is Iran, which is trying to de-
velop the military nuclear capabilities to do 
just that – to destroy us. We will not let that 
happen!”

He said on Israel Independence Day 
most people raise two flags – the Israeli flag 
and the U.S. flag. “Israel and the U.S. ardent-
ly share democratic values, deep spiritual ties 
and the firmest possible bonds of  friendship.  
That is the friendship that will accompany 
us and help us remain strong as the numbers 
atop our buildings increase into three digits 
and beyond.  Israel today is 65 years old. In 
celebrating our independence, our greatest 
moment of  joy for us inexplicably is linked 
with our love and great admiration for our 
friends, the United States of  America.”

In welcoming the Richmond community 
members at the event, Nathan Shor, Presi-
dent of  the Jewish Community Federation 
of  Richmond, said, “We have successfully 
met our goal for the 2013 Annual Campaign 
and tonight we can announce a total of  
$3,028,000.”

You’ve Got A Friend 
With the Reflector
You rely on your friends to provide you with information that you can trust. The 

Reflector, which has served Richmond's Jewish Community for more than a half  a 
century, is one of  those friends. 

The Reflector provides pertinent information about everything from local agency 
developments, meetings, synagogue news to major events in the area, in Israel and 
around the world. A true friend, The Reflector provides a synopsis of  what is happening 
in the region, deals with critical issues of  modern Jewish life and the people who are 
making things happen in Jewish Richmond.

The Reflector serves as that valuable resource to stay connected with your Jewish 
community. Ad revenues and an annual allocation only take care of  some of  the ex-
pense to produce the monthly newspaper. So, we rely on our Friends for help. 

Please see the enclosed remittance envelope with this issue of  The Reflector; com-
plete the form on the envelope and return it to us with your contribution. 

Thank you for being a Friend.

A number of  Virginia elected officials, 
area education and business leaders and 
college students from several Virginia uni-
versities as well as Ralph Robbins, Execu-
tive Director of  the Virginia Israel Advisory 
Board, also attended the celebration. Fed-
eration Vice President and long-time com-
munity leader Stuart Siegel and his wife, 
Dawn, chaired the event.  

Accompanying Ambassador Oren to 
the event were his wife, Sally Oren, and Is-
raeli Embassy officials in Washington, D.C. 
-- Oren Marmorstein, Diplomatic Head of  
Regional Affairs, Joshua Sztorc, Regional 
Director of  Government and Public Affairs 
and Lee Moser, Assistant to the Ambassa-
dor.

Frank and Stacey Baum.

(From left) Nannette Shor and Gary and April 
LeClair. 

(From left) Suzanne Peck, Josh Peck (a member 
of the event planning committee) and Del. 
Jimmie Massie.

Sen. Tim Kaine is flanked by students from VCU 
and Virginia Tech.

(From left) Del. Betsy Carr and Cathy Plotkin (a 
member of the event planning committee).

(From left) Richard Birnbaum and Louis Adams.

(From left) Ambassador Michael Oren and Ralph 
Robbins, executive director of the Virginia-Israel 
Advisory Board.


