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Jewish Educators Have Trip of a Lifetime 
Thirteen Richmond Jewish educators  

joined other educators on an Educators 
Mission to Israel in late December. They 
represented the Southeast Region Con-
sortium of  Partnership2gether (previously 
P2K) communities in partnership with the 
Hadera-Eiron Region in Israel. 

This mission was open to any Jewish 
teacher or administrator working in a pub-
lic, private or religious school setting or non-
Jew working in a religious setting. The entire 
delegation was 34 participants, including 
from Richmond; Chattanooga, Knoxvillle 
and Nashville, Tenn.; Jacksonville, Pinellas 
County and Fort Myers (Lee and Charlotte 
Counties), Fla., and Charlotte and Volusia & 
Flagler Counties in N.C.

No One Builds Community Like Federation | 

Educators   More on page 2

By Becca Barr

I went to Israel as a teenager on 
a family trip and while it was 

awesome, it doesn’t compare to 
the amazing experience I had 
going with Taglit. I had some 
ideas about what to expect but 
nothing prepared me for what 
I experienced. I have never in 

my life been faced with 
or experienced more 
challenges and emotions 
in such a short period of  
time.  From the moment 
we landed to the time we 
left, our days were jammed 
packed with activities, sight 
seeing, history lessons, and 
most all the time spent on 
the bus. 
As much as I dislike 
driving and being on a bus, 
I learned to appreciate 
our long drives because it 
was the time and place to 
recover and rest up from 
all the intense hiking and 

millions of  stairs climbed. There 
were moments on the hikes that I 
struggled with, but I have this trip 
to thank because it allowed me to 
really step out of  my comfort zone 
and appreciate the great outdoors 
more. 

This trip allowed me to grow 
and learn more about myself. I 
take from this experience a lifetime 
of  memories and new friends.  

Most importantly Birthright 
allowed me to reconnect with 
Judaism. Since I have been home, 

VCU Students Experience Birthright Israel

I have been looking into more 
ways that I can get involved in the 
Jewish community. 

With that said, I owe a huge 
thank you to Young Judea for 
planning an amazing Birthright 
trip and to Shoshanna Shaffin for 
allowing me to go on this trip with 
VCU Hillel.

A native of  Virginia Beach, Becca 
is a senior at VCU and  a Science major 
with a focus in pre-health and a biology 
and psychology minor. 

Participants received funding from the 
Richmond Council for Jewish Education 
as well as from their respective schools. 
During the program they participated 
in twinning with schools in Israel and 
brought back many projects to offer their 
Richmond students and the Richmond 
Jewish community at large.

The Hadera-Eiron Region is situated 
about 25 miles north of  Tel Aviv. It board-
ers the Mediterranean Sea to the west, 
and the autonomous Palestinian zone to 
the east. The region includes the City of  
Hadera, the Katzir-Harish and Pardes 
Hanna-Karkur Local Councils, and the 
Menashe and Alona Regional Councils.

Several of the VCU students on Taglit-Birthright 
spell out VCU. (Front/from left) A.J. Miller, 
Becca Barr, Roberta Solomonova, Hannah 
Kaplan and Susan Switzer. (Back/from left) 
Obie Benyisrael, Jonathan Lewis, Ross Petrella, 
Tim Suddeth and David Rose-Carmack.

Editor’s Note: Ten Virginia Commonwealth 
University students traveled to Israel on a 
Taglit-Birthright Israel Experience in December. 
Two students wrote about their great experiences. 

By Hannah Kaplan

Birthright is an amazing 
opportunity for any 

Jewish teen. For almost no cost, 
I was able to take a beautiful, 
culturally interesting, and 
spiritually gratifying trip to the 
land my ancestors called their 
home. 

Israel is a magnificent state, 
filled with amazing people and 
breathtaking landscapes, stories 
of  overcoming adversity and 
triumphing over oppression. It is 
a land constantly threatened by 

Becca Barr at Yad Vashem in Jerusa-
lem where the students attended a 
seminar before visiting the museum. 

Hannah Kaplan in the Chan 
Hashayarot area of Negev Desert.

Jewish educators visited the “HavaNagilaGan” school in 
Israel, which uses drums and other musical instruments to 
teach math and language to students. 
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focus on 
federation • February 23    | 7 p.m.    

JFS Purim Party 
Private Home 

• February 24   | 12:15 p.m.    
Community Purim Carnival
Weinstein JCC

• February 24 | 11:30 a.m.
Hadassah Keepers of the Gate 
Luncheon and Program
Dominion Club

 

• February 24-March 2
Nacho Ordinary Silent Auction
Weinstein JCC

• March 7-17 
Jewish Family Theater
My Name is Asher Lev 
Weinstein JCC     

• March 21 |   5:30 p.m.    
JCFR 2013 Annual Campaign
Closing and Reception
Private Home

 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

The educators were: Sarah Blankenship, 
Congregation Beth Ahabah; Ramona 
Brand, Beth Ahabah; Melissa Demlein, 
Beth Ahabah and J.L. Francis Elementary 
School; Nate Domurat, Weinstein JCC; 
Alyssa Freeman, pre-school music teacher; 
David Goldsmith, Congregation Or Ami; 
Dawn Kowal, Weinstein JCC; Melanie 
Marks, Weinstein JCC and Temple Beth-
El; Meg Marshak, Beth Ahabah; Hannah 
Piracha, Beth Ahabah; Geri Stahl, Beth-El; 
Stephanie White, Beth Ahabah and Marian 
Turk, Temple Beth-El. 

The following are some key comments 
from several of  the Richmond educators. 

Hazzan Marian Turk, Temple Beth El

Before I left for the recent educators’ 
mission, my only real hope was to get 

my religious school connected with a school 
in Israel. I accomplished that, but that 
was just a drop in the bucket of  wonder-
ful things that happened. This was my 4th 
time in Israel, two of  my previous sojourns 
there having been for a year. And I saw 
things I hadn’t seen before. I also had the 
opportunity to connect with more than 30 
educators from all over the southeast, and 
also to learn about the vital work done by the 
Jewish Agency and the Partnership programs 
in Israel. 

Ramona L. Brand, Congregation Beth Ahabah

We spent 10 wonderful days and  had a 
comprehensive interactive program 

with schools, museums and industries in 
the area. In addition to wonderful memo-
ries and thousands of  pictures, we brought 
back to our schools a new connection with 
teachers, students and educators. We look 
forward to forging stronger and more per-
sonal bonds with our new friends in Israel 
through exciting school programs and per-
sonal interactions. We thank the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond and 
the Richmond Council of  Jewish Educators 
for their generous financial support.

Stephanie White, Congregation Beth Ahabah

This was my second time in Israel, a 
very different experience from the 

first. The first time, I studied there for 
a semester, but went to an American 
school. This experience opened my eyes 
to the partnerships we have a chance 
to form and how Israeli students study 
as opposed to American students. I had 
such an incredible time and I am truly 
so thankful for the new relationships that 
have been formed. I would like to thank 
everyone involved and especially thank 
the Federation for this wonderful oppor-
tunity.

David Goldsmith, Congregation Or Ami

It was an amazing experience for us Jew-
ish educators.  We were able to form new 

friendships with educators from the Hade-
ra region, as well with educators from the 
southeast U.S. More importantly, we began 
the process of  setting up links between our 
students and those in Israel, with the hope 
of  creating new friendships that will last 
into the future. What made this mission 
special is that we got to experience the real 
Israel, not just the Israel that you see from 
the window of  a tour bus. We are grateful 
to the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond for this opportunity.

Nathan Domurat, Weinstein JCC

Words cannot describe the experi-
ence I had in Israel. It was a once 

in a lifetime experience. The people I met 
were amazing and I have created many new 
friendships. My host family and I have a for-
ever friendship. Experiencing Israeli culture 
was spectacular. The sights were breathtak-
ing and the experience unforgettable. 

If  you are interested in participating 
in a future Jewish educators’ trip to Israel, 
contact Sara Rosenbaum at 545-8629 or 
srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org

Educators
Continued from page 1

Hadassah’s Events
Saving Face: Feb. 10

If  your face is going through the pains of  
winter climate or if  you have questions 

on how to keep your skin healthy, join 
Richmond Hadassah on Sunday, Feb. 10 at 
the Weinstein JCC at 10 a.m. for breakfast 
and 10:30 for the program. Eileen Kitces, 
MD., director of  Richmond Dermatology 
and Laser Specialists, and her staff will 
speak. The cost to attend is $10. 

To RSVP or for further information, 
contact Julie Goodman at 741-6577 or  
jsgoodwoman@aol.com.

Hadassah  Keepers of the 
Gate Luncheon: Feb. 24 

The Richmond Chapter of  Hadassah 
is sponsoring the 2013 Keepers of  

the Gate Luncheon at the Dominion 
Club on Sunday, February 24 at 11:30 
a.m. To be a Keeper, one must commit 
to an annual contribution to Hadassah 
of  $1,000 to enable the organization to 
continue its life-saving mission in Israel as 
well as its activities in the United States. 
A Chai Keeper commits to an annual gift 
of  $1,800.

Hadassah completed its 100th year 
of  serving the medical needs of  the 
Israeli population with no regard to race 
or religion. Hadassah is also a research 
hospital where strides are being made to 
find the cures for diabetes, ALS, Parkinson’s 
Disease and the myriad afflictions known 
to twenty-first century man.

An automatic credit card payment 
plan is available for as little as $83.33 per 
month. The annual $1,000 contribution 
can be paid monthly. 

Anyone who is interested in becoming 
a Keeper and attending the luncheon 
should contact Edie Merriam, (804)282-
6691 for further information.

Hadassah Lunch and Learn

Lunch and Learn is a new Richmond 
Hadassah program designed to 

exercise your brain. You’re invited to 
participate in a discussion group facilitated 
by Julie Beck-Berman on a variety of  
subjects. The series will be held in the 
Thalhimer Room at the Weinstein JCC 

David Goldsmith (bottom left) and Ramona 
Brand (right) meet with other Jewish educators.

A number of the 13 Richmond Jewish educators   
along with several other educators.

Hadassah   More on page 9



February 2013 . Tevet/Shevat 5773  |  the Reflector  3www.JewishRichmond.org

focus on 
federation

Zionism is an Asher family 
tradition! When I celebrated 

my Bar Mitzvah in September 
of  1967, my oldest brother, Eli, 
could not attend. He was in Israel, 
volunteering to spell those Kib-
butzniks who were fighting in the 
Six-Day War.  

tinians. Officially, the Intifada never 
ended. In 2002 there was another Is-
rael Emergency Campaign. Here in 
Richmond, we raised approximately 
$1 million in what was called the Is-
rael Now Campaign. 

Two 2004 events--the death 
of  Arafat and the unilateral with-
drawal by Israel from the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank--led to a sig-
nificant break in the violence.  

Unfortunately, this was just a 
lull. On July 12, 2006, Hezbollah, 
backed by Iran, abducted two sol-
diers from an Army base on sov-
ereign Israeli territory, triggering a 
33-day conflict. Within a few days, 
the Israel Crisis Campaign (a two- 
line campaign that coincided with 
the Annual 2006 Federation Cam-
paign) was underway.

In the years that followed there 
was more fighting and some peace 
initiatives. There was the quartet 
peace initiative in 2008 and even 
some direct talks between Israelis 
and Palestinians in 2010.

Nathan Shor, JCFR president, 
recently wrote in the Richmond Times 
Dispatch: “Hamas targets Israel be-
cause it refuses to accept Israel’s 
right to exist.” The 1948 UN par-
tition of  the land for two states, 
one Arab and one Jewish, was met 
with a military attack on the new 
State of  Israel.  The rejection of  
the State of  Israel is still the pri-
ority of  many governments and 
terrorist groups in the region. The 
two-state solution will never work 

Is a Cease-Fire the Best We Can Do? 

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

as long as Hamas and the Pales-
tinian National Charters call  for 
the elimination of  Israel. As long 
as terrorist groups and the regimes 
that encourage them exist, they 
will try to sabotage any hope of  
peace, regardless of  the terms. No 
plan can succeed until these prob-
lems are solved. I know Israel is 
often blamed for its operations in 
the “disputed territories.”  But this 
is simply not the root cause.

In the meantime, we will re-
pair the lives and businesses and 
property that have been ruined or 
damaged by this latest round of  
violence. We will help the children 
and families to recover. 

That’s what we do through the 
Jewish Community Federation 
of  Richmond and with the other 
Federations around the country 
through the Jewish Federations of  
North America, and our partner 
agencies in Israel.

At a recent Executive Commit-
tee meeting, the Jewish Community 
Federation of  Richmond made a 
$1,000 allocation out of  reserves 
to the Ben Shemen Youth Village 
for 50 therapy hours for children 
experiencing post-traumatic stress 
-- most of  these families are from 
southern Israel. A special alloca-
tion of  $10,000 was sent to the Ter-
ror Relief  Fund of  the JFNA. Visit 
jewishrichmond.org to read the full 
report.

Through JCRC, we will reded-
icate ourselves in fighting the an-
ti-Israel articles in the paper and 
continuing our efforts at Hasbara 
– Israel advocacy. 

My wish for 2013 is that Israel 
will find a way to pursue peace. We 
must be vigilant in our protection 
of  Israel, but always keep an eye 
on the possibilities for peace. This 
is a daunting task. We must pursue 
both avenues simultaneously.

Let us go from strength to 
strength in building our commu-
nity and building Israel. As always, 
call me at 545-8622.

Susan Davis keeps a very busy 
schedule. 
She and husband, Art, travel 

extensively, so she is not always able 
to do volunteer work that requires a 
regular schedule. However, she re-
ally was anxious to volunteer with 
the Richmond Jewish Coalition for 
Literacy (RJCL) and has found a fit 
at Swansboro Elementary School. 

While many mentor on a weekly 
basis at the school, there are many 
opportunities to be involved that work 
with a flexible schedule. So for the 
2nd year, she has worked with Alana 
Underdue as a volunteer/aide with 
her kindergarten class at Swansboro. 
When she’s in town, Davis loves to be 

in that classroom, 
especially when 
the teacher does 
reading groups. She 
is there to give extra 
encouragement 
and help and is an 
extra pair of hands 
so the teacher is not 
interrupted. 

This year she has one partic-
ular child who needs more extra 
attention. So, she shadows this child 
instead. “This little girl is particularly 
needy - she has ants in her pants - 
and can’t sit still,” says Davis. “So 
I basically hold her down and keep 
her busy.” 

Susan Davis Finds Good 
Fit at Swansboro

My dad showed his solidarity 
by making a pledge to the Jewish 
Federation of  Detroit for the Is-
rael Emergency Fund. Our entire 
family was glued to the television, 
watching the news as the Israel 
Defense Forces took control of  Je-
rusalem. There were many stories 
from Jewish communities around 
the world of  people supporting Is-
rael in her time of  crisis.

I remember the trauma of  
the Yom Kippur War. This time I 
was old enough to make my own 
pledge to the Israel Emergency 
Fund of  the Jewish Federation of  
Detroit, along with my dad.

In the late 1970s, I began my 
career as a Federation professional. 
Many of  the Annual Campaigns 
back then were what we referred to 
as “two-line campaigns.” We raised 
money to benefit the local communi-
ty and Israel and conducted a special 
Israel Emergency Campaign.

In 1982, Israel Defense Forces 
invaded southern Lebanon in re-
sponse to the assassination attempt 
launched by Fatah forces against 
Shlomo Argove, Israel’s Ambas-
sador to the UK, and to PLO-
orchestrated artillery attacks on 
communities in Northern Israel. 
This was the precursor to the war 
with Hezbollah that took place in 
2006. After that, another two-line 
campaign was conducted.  

Despite these conflicts, Israel re-
mained resolute in its commitment 
to seeking peace with its Arab neigh-
bors. The 1991 Madrid Conference 
was started. Two years later, The 
Oslo Accords were finalized, and 
subsequently officially signed. 

This led to the signing ceremony 
on the White House lawn hosted by 
President Bill Clinton with Israel’s 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. Many 
of  us believed that our prayers for 
peace would be answered. 

Those hopes were quickly 
dashed during a 5-year reign of  
terror, which began in September 
2000. This Intifada, started by  
Arafat, claimed the lives of  1,007 
Israelis and more than 3,000 Pales-

Susan Davis

Prime Minister Election in Israel: Early Analysis 
Editor’s Note: As The Reflector was going 
to press, the election results in Israel were 
being analyzed. The following summary is 
from the JTA News Service. 

Results are in, and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

will survive to serve another term. His 
Likud Party, though, shrunk by about 
25% as a new party, the centrist Yesh 
Atid, won a surprising 19 seats.
Right now, the right-haredi Knesset 
bloc and center-left-Arab Knesset 
bloc are tied at 60 seats apiece, 
which makes a center-right govern-
ing coalition probable.

Amos Harel of  Haaretz and Herb 

Keinon of  the Jerusalem Post both say 
the election showed that Israelis’ 
priorities have shifted from security 
to domestic priorities. Harel writes:

“Many voters took advantage 
of  the calm to vote according to 
what really bothered them: their 
economic situation, the social gaps, 
the fact that some Israelis bear the 
burden of  the military and taxation 
while others do not, or a sense of  
just being plain fed up with the exist-
ing regime.”

David Horovitz of  the Times of  
Israel says that a new crop of  leaders 
has risen as Netanyahu displayed 

his capacity to survive: “Tuesday’s 
was a vote for change. Dozens upon 
dozens of  sitting Knesset members 
were swept aside. But Netanyahu 
rolled with the wave, and here he 
is again.”

Mordechai Gilat of  Israel Hayom 
writes that Yesh Atid Chairman 
Yair Lapid won more on personality 
than on substance:

“It was enough to espouse two 
vague slogans — concern for the 
middle class and demanding that 
haredim be drafted into the army. 
For a former spokesmodel for Bank 
Hapoalim (Yair Lapid) to gain on 

Labor leader Shelly Yachimovich, 
a woman who for years has fought 
the real fight on behalf  of  the prole-
tariat. There’s social justice for you.”

Jeffrey Goldberg, at the Atlantic, 
writes on what this election was not 
about: “Every television commenta-
tor is asking what this means for the 
peace process. What does it mean 
for the peace process? Not much.”

Roger Cohen, at the New York 
Times, writes about the rise of  the 
Israeli center: “The Israel that 
emerged from the vote is not the 
rightward-drifting, annexationist-
tending, religious-lurching nation it 

has become fashionable to portray. 
The Jewish state, far from moving 
right, turned toward the center.”

Benny Avni, at the New York Post, 
says the election was a victory for 
Netanyahu’s security policies.
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Reflector Ad Sales Associate 

Feb. 11, 7 p.m., What’s Love Got To Do With It: An Evening with Rabbi Gershon 
Litt. Enjoy an intimate and relaxed conversation with Rabbi Litt about love, sex and 
relationships through a Jewish lens. Belle Air Hall - Grayson Hill Townhomes Clubhouse, 
1239 Hyde Lane, 23229.  

Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., Hamentaschen Baking with the Young Adults Group at Congregation Or 
Atid (YACOA), Congregation Or Atid, 10625 Patterson Avenue.

To RSVP and for information on upcoming Network JCFR programs, contact Shoshanna 
Schechter-Shaffin at sshaffin@jewishrichmond.org or 545-8626. Also check out Network JCFR 
on Facebook.

Upcoming Network JCFR Events

Birthright  
Continued from page 1

outside countries, a land in which the citizens 
are fully engrossed in the process of  creating 
and maintaining, peace. One of  the most 
amazing parts of  the Birthright trip is having 
the opportunity to meet and connect with 
Israeli soldiers who are around the same age. 
While many things separate us geographically 
and culturally, it was very interesting and 
rewarding to understand Israel from the 
perspective of  other college age kids. 

While we take classes at universities they 
report to duty at their army base. I felt rather 
ignorant after discovering all the things that 
these people are exposed to; things we are 
sheltered from at the same age in America. 
My respect for what they do and their 
dedication to their country grew immensely 
over the course of  the trip. 

My Listings Don’t Last!

Ranked Top 1% 
in the USA!

754-4551

While hiking was something I enjoyed at 
home, I don’t think I ever fully appreciated 
all there is to see until I went hiking in 
Israel. The land is just magnificently 
beautiful, and, unlike America, there are 
still areas where you can look to the sky and 
find no telephone wires or large cellphone 
towers. The land is serene and natural, 
the air was fresh and clear, and the views 
were just spectacular. I think this trip is 
absolutely something every Jewish teen 
should experience. 

For me, this was just a taste of Israel, the tip of  
the iceberg. I plan on returning as soon as possible.

Hannah Kaplan is a freshman at VCU from 
Northern Virginia. She is majoring in English, and 
enjoys writing and drawing. She went to Israel prior 
to Birthright with her family when she was only 
three years old, “so Birthright felt like my first trip 
to the Holyland.”

For information on Taglit-Birthright, 
contact, Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin at 
sshaffin@jewishrichmond.org or 545-8626.

(From left) Hannah Kaplan and A.J. Miller worked 
in a community garden in Lod. 

Participants scale Mt. Arbel in the Galil Region 
in the north. The hike took about three hours.  

Birthright participants from VCU and other U.S. 
colleges helped each other along a creek in the 
Jilaboun Region near the Syrian border. 

(From left) Tim Suddeth, Shoshanna Schechter-
Shaffin and Susan Switzer at Kotel in Jerusalem. 

The Jewish Community Federation of  Richmond seeks a Sales Associate to sell ad-
vertising for the print edition of  The Reflector. The Reflector, published monthly, has 

served Richmond’s Jewish community for more than a half  century. 
Duties: Works pro-actively to identify and sell to potential advertisers. Shepherds ads 
through the production process; ensures that client approval is obtained. Continually 
explores new formats, special sections and other opportunities to make ad placement 
attractive to advertisers. Skills: Excellent knowledge of  basic sales techniques. Com-
fort level with aggressive pursuit of  new advertising leads. Outstanding customer ser-
vice orientation. Understanding of  the print and advertising production process and 
ad placement. To Apply: Sales Associate will be paid on a commission basis. To apply, 
email a cover letter with your qualifications and resume to: Sara Rosenbaum, - srosen-
baum@jewishrichmond.org.
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Weinstein JCC  
happenings

Come join the Weinstein JCC on Sunday, 
Feb. 17, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., for an 

exciting fun-filled day of  your favorite games. 
Just bring your friends, your mah jong set, 

bridge cards or your favorite game and the 
center will supply the rest. 

Cost of  the event includes morning and 
afternoon snacks, hot lunch, table rental, door 
prizes and lots of  socializing. Tables open at 10 
a.m. and you can begin playing anytime after 

5th Annual Game Day, Feb. 17
that. Please consider bringing non-perishable 
food items to donate to the center’s Elmer 
Toth Community Food Pantry.

Cost to participate is $28 per person. 
RSVP to Shari Menlowe-Barck at 545-

8611 or sbarck@weinsteinjcc.org. Checks 
made out to the Weinstein JCC and names 
of  people who will be playing should be sent 
to the Weinstein JCC, c/o Shari Barck, 5403 
Monument Avenue, 23226.
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Getaways to
Bald Head Island

and More 

¢
Spa Packages

¢
VCU Basketball VIP 

Experience

¢
Sports

Memorabilia

Nacho Ordinary Silent Auction!
At the Weinstein JCC  •  February 24 - March 2

Disney World Passes

¢
Restaurants

¢
Golf

¢
Hotel Stays

¢
Entertainment

Packages

Grab yer Partner for Comedy 
Night, featuring Dan Adhoot

A frequent guest on The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno and many 
others, Dan’s comedy will have 
you in stitches. Don’t y’all miss it!
   Saturday, March 2  •  8:30 p.m.

The Weinstein JCC  Annual  Silent Auction 
raises funds to provide scholarships, 

programs, and  services to seniors and
 children with special needs.

Begins Sunday, February 24 at 9:00 a.m.
Final hour, Saturday, March 2, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Live Auction prior to Comedy Night

For auction details and Comedy Night tickets, visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8659   Ò   Weinstein JCC  •  5403 Monument Ave., Richmond VA 23226

The Richmond Community 
Purim Carnival will be on 

Sunday, Feb. 24, at the Weinstein 
JCC from 12:15 - 3:15 p.m. (Pu-
rim Shpeil to follow). 

This program is coordinated 
by the Richmond Council for 
Jewish Education and sponsored 
by the JCFR.

The afternoon will be filled 
with a variety of  fun activities, 
including carnival games, face 
painting, inflatables, clowns, 
carnival food and much more. 

Participants are encouraged 
to bring a donation of  canned 
goods for the Central Virginia 
Food Bank. Start thinking today 
about what contest-winning 
costume you will wear and plan 
to join in the biggest Purim cel-
ebration in Richmond. For in-
formation, call 285-6500.

Community-Wide Purim Carnival 

Jewish Family Theater Production, 
My Name Is Asher Lev
Jewish Family 

Theatre has 
begun rehearsal 
for its second show 
of  the 2012-13 
season, My Name Is 
Asher Lev, based on the novel of  the same 
name by acclaimed author Chaim Potok. 

This play, adapted by Aaron Posner, 
takes an unflinching but heartfelt look 
at a young Hasidic man in the mid-
1950s who has the talent and passion 
to become a world-class artist. The play 

details his struggle between two worlds: 
his tradition and culture and the larger 
secular world beyond. Familiar favorites 
from last seasons’ Conversations With My 
Father, Freddy Kaufman, Erin Mahone  
and Neil Sonenklar, comprise the cast 
of  this affecting drama. My Name Is Asher 
Lev runs March 7-17, and is proud to be 
a part of  the Richmond Acts of  Faith 
Theater Festival.

For tickets and more information, call 
265-6500 or look online at weinsteinjcc.
org.

At last year’s Purim Carnival, Sadie and Alex Heyman were in 
the Purim spirt with their creative costumes.   
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Sweetheart Day, Feb. 5th  
Mark your calendars for a special Wein-

stein JCC senior adult luncheon that 
celebrates “LOVE” with music and danc-
ing, a seated lunch, and lots of  socializing 
at the Westwood Racquet Club. 

Low cost transportation is available to 
the program. This program begins at noon, 
for seniors 60+.

Cost is $28. (Yearly dues for the Grand 

Group)
Luncheon is free to Grand Group mem-

bers and $30 per guest.
Contact Shari Menlowe-Barck at 545-

8611 for reservations.

The Weinstein JCC is supported, in 
part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

Join now and you could win 52 free personal training sessions for the New Year!

Where the “New You”  
                  and New Year Meet

You can still keep your fitness resolutions!

New members get one free month and $1 registration. Call 285.6500 or visit weinsteinjcc.org today!

You belong here.©

5400 Men’s Club  
Feb. 4 -  Jon Hatfield,  “The Virginia War 
Memorial.”

Feb.  11 - John Shinholser and Michael Ma-
son, The McShin Foundation, “Hope to 
Recovering Addicts and Alcoholics.”

Feb. 18 - Dr. Robert Turner: UVA: The Jef-
ferson-Sally Hemmings Myth.” 

Feb. 25 - Jack Martin, Hunton-Williams,  
“Anti-Trust.

The Weinstein JCC Early Childhood 
Center (ECC) has been selected as the 

Virginia winner of  the 2013 SECA Exem-
plary Outdoor Classroom Contest. 

The ECC will be recognized at its state 
conference in the fall and will be featured in 
the winter 2013 issue of  Dimensions of  Early 
Childhood. The effort to connect children 
to nature is an ongoing focus in all of  the 
Weinstein JCC’s classrooms, and the staff 
and leadership are thrilled to learn that they 
have received this national recognition.

Early Childhood Honor  

Men’s Poker Night Out, Feb. 13
Take a break from your weekly home 

poker game and come join other guys 
on Wednesday, Feb. 13, at the Weinstein 
JCC for an evening of  fun beginning at 5 
p.m. 

This Texas Hold Em’ Tournament will 
be a night of  great poker, food, drink and 
socializing. Tables will feature a maximum 
of  8 players randomly picked. 

Cost Includes professional tournament 
director, tournament entry fee, all cards 
and chips, catered “bar food” and drinks. 
Great prizes will be awarded. All additional 

proceeds will go to aid the Weinstein JCC 
Senior Adult programs. MUST BE 21 OR 
OLDER TO ENTER.

Cost is $40 per person 
5-5:45 p.m.: Food & Registration
6-6:15 p.m.: Rules and Questions
6:15 p.m.: Tournament Begins
For more questions contact Shari 

Menlowe-Barck at 545-8611 or sbarck@
weinsteinjcc.org. 

To register by phone,  contact the 
Weinstein JCC Front Desk at 804-285-6500 
or to register online at weinsteinjcc.org and 
use code 13991. 

The NEW WEINSTEIN JCC 
SUMMER CAMPING EXPERIENCE

See Page 11 for highlights

The Robbie Davids Memorial Fund is in 
memory of  Robbie Davids, a Weinstein 

JCC’s Circle of  Friends original group member.
Robbie belonged to the group from the 

beginning and enjoyed spending time with 
friends and participating in social/recre-
ational activities. In 2002, the scholarship 
fund was established by Margie and Joel 
Davids in honor of  their son. It helps mem-
bers with dues and supports one activity a 
year called “Robbie Davids’ Day.” 

On Feb. 21, the group will be going to 
Color Me Mine to make pottery for their 
loved ones. This is one of  the groups’ favor-
ite activities and would not be possible with-
out the financial support of  the fund. 

Contributions to the fund can be made 
at any time in care of  Jewish Family Ser-
vices. Please consider making a donation 
today to enrich the lives of  adults with spe-
cial needs. Mail to WJCC, 5403 Monument 
Ave, 23226 payable to JFS. 

Robbie Davids Memorial Fund  
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Let the revelries begin! (From left) Allen Cohen, 
Hannah Cohen and Barbara Ebert. 

Let’s do the time warp 
again! Join JFS and 

hosts Hannah and Allen 
Cohen as we celebrate 
the second annual Purim 

Party. Our theme is a Rocky Horror Picture 
Show Purim. Sport your most inventive, in-
genious and imaginative costume -- prizes 
will be awarded -- as you feast, drink and 
make merry. Dietary laws will be observed. 
All proceeds benefit JFS programs.

 Allen and Hannah Cohen, said, “As it 
says in the Megillah regarding Purim: “You 
shall make them days of  drinking and glad-
ness.” A Rocky Horror Purim fits the bill. 
With everyone hiding behind a costume, we 
won’t be able to tell the difference between 
Haman, Mordechai or Esther!”

Many thanks to our corporate patron, 
Woody Funeral Home, and our party pa-
trons: Karin Fine, Babs & Larry Jackson, 
Retta Leigh Keil, Bev & Sid Koerin, Abby 

Moore, Bob & Cindy Rolfe, Jerry & Anne 
Samford, and Sandra Sisisky. As Frank-N-
Furter said, “Don’t dream it, be it.” See you 
on February 23. 

Call JFS for details at 282-5644.

Jewish Family Services is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

We Would Like, If We May, To 
Take You on a Strange Journey

The residents of  Beth Sholom 
Woods had much to celebrate in 

2012.  
In addition to support from the 

Ernst and Anne Fischer Older Adult 
Fund, which is administered by 
the Richmond Jewish Foundation, 
residents enjoyed a new awning 
and automated swing door for the 
dining room patio area, a 92% HUD 
Inspection Score Report, a growing 
Food Bank, art and antique shows 
and a host of  other activities and 
improvements.  

To cap the year, the Woods Resident 
Council held its 25th Silver Anniversary 
Holiday Party, which was well-attended by 
the residents, and their family and friends 
while the regular volunteers helped to serve 
meals. Highlights included a presentation to 
long-time resident Bonnie Blake for having 
attended the most holiday parties.  

“It took lots of  time and effort, but we 
enjoyed asking the community for door 
prizes which we raffled off. Plus, this is 

the most important event of  the year for 
our residents,” said Ceal Moskowitz, Vice 
president of  the Resident Council.  
“This was our 25th Anniversary, so we 
wanted it to be even bigger and more 
special,” added Pearl Freeto, Holiday Party 
Co-Chair.

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part, 
by a generous contribution from the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond.

Woods Holds 25th Celebration

6718 Patterson Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226 
804.282.5644 • www.jfsrichmond.org 
Contact: fkallman@jfsrichmond.org

All proceeds benefit JFS programs • For Rocky Horror Picture Show background, 
check out our web site: www.jfsrichmond.org

Children from the Weinstein JCC Kids’ 
Place came to visit the residents at the 

Beth Sholom Gardens in December. They 
all did arts and crafts, including making 
“mitten wreaths” and decorating them.  

Also, pet therapy dog, Alan, from 
the Guiding Eyes for the Blind, visited 
the residents. The organization gave a 
presentation on what the organization does, 
who it helps and their program goals. The 
residents loved seeing Alan and he brought 
so much joy to many of  them who used to 
have dogs. 

Happenings at Beth Sholom

(From left) Margaret Januzzi, Ariel Lawson, 
Activity staff member, and Pat Atkinson.

Resident Celebrates100th!  
Beth Sholom Lifecare 

Community had the 
pleasure of  celebrating 
Michael Kimmel’s 100th 
birthday recently.  

Mr. Kimmel worked as a 
professional artist and drum-
mer. One of  his many projects done was 
for Beth Sholom’s own Auxiliary Board in 
making the sign for Fagie’s Room. 

His family surprised him with a birth-
day party and in his honor brought in a 
full drum set for him to play. It was truly an 
amazing sight. 

To top it all off, he was presented with a 
beautiful handmade cake featuring a “little 
Michael” playing the drums. Michael Kimmel celebrates 100th!

Residents and guests enjoy the 25th celebration at the 
Woods.
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in our
synagogues

On Saturday, Nov. 10, Temple Beth-El 
hosted “An Evening of  Inspiration,”  

featuring The Richmond Symphony, as a 
joint fund-raiser with VCU Massey Cancer 
Center. The evening began with a sumptu-
ous dinner party for sponsors at the home 
of  Dr. Susan Kornstein and Lee Krumbein.  
With the help of  Jack Halpern at Catering 
by Jill, it was a wonderful way to kick off the 
evening for the 30 sponsoring couples.

The main event was a concert in Tem-
ple Beth-El’s acoustically rich sanctuary by 
The Richmond Symphony. Conducted by 
Steven Smith, music director, the program 
featured the timeless music of  Mozart, 
Mendelssohn, Gershwin, Debussy, Faure, 
Bernstein, Copland and Schubert.  

The nearly 300 audience members en-
tered the Temple’s social hall afterwards 
for a champagne & dessert reception, also 
catered by Jack Halpern. They sampled a 

wide array of  sweets and mingled with the 
orchestra’s musicians, conductor and ex-
ecutive director.

Not only was it a very enjoyable evening 
for all who attended, but Temple Beth-El 
and VCU Massey Cancer Center split 
nearly $13,000 of  net proceeds. We thank 
all who supported this special event.

Beth El’s Symphony Event 

Once again, Keneseth Beth Israel (KBI) will 
party like it is 3405 and commemorate 

our salvation from the original “He Who Shall 
Not be Named” by celebrating Purim as only 
Jews can – food, parties, and prizes.  Purim 
traditions are steeped with family fun like 
hearing the Megillah, passing out Mishloach 
Manot and enjoying some fun at an anything - 
but “traditional” Family Seudah (party/dinner). 

This year, KBI is going to do things a 
little differently. On Saturday night, Feb. 23, 
after Shabbat, KBI will host a family friendly 
Megillah reading followed by an adults only 
masquerade at 8 p.m. to kick off Purim at 9 
p.m. The masquerade will have merriment 
with light fare, a costume contest, and, of  
course, spirits to lift everyone’s spirits. The 
cost of  entry (which includes food, sodas, and 
entry into the costume contest) will be $15/
person for members and $20/person for non-

KBI Presents 
Purim 5773
members.  A cash bar will also be available. 

Also, join KBI Sunday morning, Feb. 24 
at 8:45 a.m., for the Megillah reading. The 
family fun and festivities continue at 4 p.m. 
with an awesome Family Seudah. Brush 
off those costumes for a festive dinner with 
entertainment, including Naqshon’s Leap, a 
kids costume contest and fun for all ages. The 
cost for the Seudah, which includes dinner, 
drinks, and the kids costume contest, will be 
$25/adult and $10/child over 3 for members 
(with a member max of  $75) and $35/adult 
and $15/child over 3 for non-members.

RSVPs are needed. Get your RSVP 
into the KBI office for the Masquerade and 
the Family Seudah by Feb. 15 for an early 
bird discount. Call (804) 288-7953 or email: 
kbi@cavtel.net.

Shaarei Torah Senior Accepted
to VCU’s Bio-Med Program   
Shaarei Torah senior 

Emma Rubin was 
recently accepted by VCU’s 
School of Engineering into 
its prestigious Bio-Medical 
Engineering Program for the 
2013-14 academic year.  

This intensive and 
challenging program links 
technical fundamentals in 
science, engineering and the 
life sciences with team building, communication 
and leadership skills. Graduates are prepared 
for careers in health care, and research and 
development in biomedicine and bioengineering.  

The program is an exceptionally rigorous 
one. The class of  2012 entered with an average 
1350 on the first two sections of  the SAT and 
GPA of  4.21.

965-9020

DRIVE A LITTLE
SAVE A LOT                    SAVE ON 

 DRY CLEANING  

9033 W. Broad St.  (Next to Food Lion)

OnePrice
CLEANERS

ANY GARMENT    $2.29

Sofie Stahl Nominations   

 Some of the bowlers at recent event at AMF. 

For more information about RTA, 
Shaarei Torah, and Yeshiva of  Virginia, 
please call the school office at 784-9050, or 
e-mail rabbiklestzick@rudlin.com.

RTA’s Policy

 The Rudlin Torah Academy admits 
students of  any race, color, national and 
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the school. 
It does not discriminate on the basis of  
race, color, national and ethnic origin in 
administration of  its educational policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic 
and other school administered programs.

Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.  

Ben Lewis, Beth-El’s event chair, presents a 
check to (left) Dr. Gordon D. Ginder, director 
of VCU Massey Cancer Center, and (right) Dr. 
Sheldon M. Retchin, CEO, VCU Health System.

Emma Rubin

community
news

Each year in May, Gila Chapter of  Jew-
ish Women International and the Stahl 

family proudly honor a Jewish woman who 
has demonstrated a life-long commitment 
to helping her community by awarding the 
Sofie Stahl Memorial Award. The award is 
presented during a dessert reception.

Jewish Women International, founded in 
1897, is an organization of  75,000 members 
and supporters, committed to the pursuit of  
tikkun olam - repairing the world - locally, 
nationally and internationally. Its mission 
is summed up through the tag line of  “safe 
homes. healthy relationships. strong women.” 

Nominations are now being accepted 
for an exceptional Jewish woman who pos-
sesses outstanding qualities demonstrated 
through her history of  volunteerism. This 
award is being sought from all of  the Rich-
mond area Jewish organizations and syna-
gogues. In addition, any individual in the 

community may nominate someone. 
Please send a nominating letter that in-

cludes the following: nominee’s volunteer/
community organizations (Jewish and secular) 
and years of  service, outstanding achieve-
ments in business or professional associations, 
and a short description of  how the nominee’s 
leadership participation has made significant 
contributions to the Jewish community. An 
electronic template of  the nomination form 
may be requested (please email Meryl Bern-
stein mamameryl@verizon.net).

Letters will be accepted via USPS or 
email and should be sent to: Jewish Wom-
en International, Gila Chapter, c/o Meryl 
Bernstein, 2806 Burrard Street, Henrico, 
VA 23233, or mamameryl@verizon.net. 

For questions, call (804-360-3131) or 
email Meryl Bernstein. The deadline for 
these nominations is Feb. 15, 2013.

More than 50 young Jewish professionals  
participated in a collaborative bowling 

program on Jan. 15 at AMF on Broad Street. 
The program was sponsored by J-Town, 

YACOA at Or Atid, Network JCFR, Beth-
El, KBI’s Twerties, JLSA, and MCV’s young 
Jewish adults. 

See photos and comments on Facebook.

Collaborative Bowling Event Draws Crowd
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Beth-El School/Purim Events
February holds lots of  good things in store 

for members of  the Temple Beth-El 
religious school community and beyond.  

On the Shabbat morning of  Feb. 9, 
there is a Tot Shabbat service at 10 am. The 
service is geared towards infants to 7 years 
old and is open to the entire community.  

Students at the religious school are starting 
to reap the benefits of  the recent Educators’ 
Mission to Israel, sponsored by the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond. As 
a result of  that trip, in which three Beth-El 
religious school staff participated, Beth-El 
students are corresponding with students 
in Israel, and we are anticipating some 
beautiful connections to develop. 

On Saturday, Feb. 23, Beth-El will kick-off 
its annual Purim festivities at Grove Avenue. 
The fun begins at 6 p.m. with dinner. Call 
the Temple office at 355-3564 for dinner 
details/prices or to make  reservations. The 

Congregation Or Atid 
will host its next Coffee 

and Kibbitz on Feb. 3 at 10 
a.m. Roberta Oster-Sachs, 
a member of  Or Atid, will 

screen and discuss a story she produced for 
“Dateline NBC” from the Afghanistan/Paki-
stan border called “Veil of  Tears.” The con-
gregation welcomes the entire community 
to attend this informal program; coffee and 
pastries will be provided.

On Saturday, Feb. 9, enjoy a Wine 
Tasting hosted by Or Atid at 7:30 p.m.  
Domestic and International wine expert 
Terence Shiple will conduct the tasting, 
offering his 25 years of  experience in the 
wine and hospitality industry.. Finger food 
pairings will also be served. Reservations 
made by Feb. 4 will be $18 per person 
and $25 after Feb. 4. Also open to the 
community. Call the synagogue office at 
740-4747 to RSVP for either or both events. 

Or Atid’s adult education offerings are 
up and running.. Recognizing the busy and 

Or Atid Happenings  
varied schedules of  members, the congre-
gation offers workshop-style adult educa-
tion programming to allow members and 
the greater Jewish community opportuni-
ties to engage in Jewish learning without a 
commitment. 

In January, adults attended a Pot Luck 
Spiritual Nosh focusing on spiritual body 
movements. Rabbi Royi Shaffin led a dis-
cussion on how people use their bodies to 
connect to the divine. Connections among 
kabbalistic practices, yoga, Islam, Bud-
dhism and Hinduism were also explored. 
Another January program, led by Noah 
Sachs, director, Merhige, Center for Envi-
ronmental Studies at the University of
Richmond School of  Law, focused on the 
Jewish relationship to nature. Torah refer-
ences and ethical environmental issues were 
thoughtfully explored through an in-depth 
discussion.

Call the office for details on all upcom-
ing programs and events.

deadline is Feb. 18.
Purim services will follow dinner and 

will include noisemakers and a multi-media 
presentation to accompany the Megillah 
reading. Costumes are encouraged for all ages.

After the Megillah reading, the 
celebration continues in the social hall. 
Naqshon’s Leap, Brown Religious School 
teacher Jason Caplan’s band, will entertain 
while fun activities like a costume parade 
and contest, with prizes for all ages, 
take place. Refreshments, snacks and 
Hamentashen will be provided. The “after 
party” is free and open to the community 
but please RSVP to the Temple office . The 
entire night is open to the community. 

On Sunday, the students will make 
mishloach manot baskets, learn the 
meaning of  the mitzvot of  Purim, sing and 
parade in costume.  

Call 355-3564 for information.

 Or Ami’s Reel Theology
On Sunday, Feb. 17, Or Ami will offer 

its next Reel Theology program 
“Precious Life” at 6 p.m. With the help of  
a prominent Israeli journalist, “Precious 
Life” chronicles the struggle of  an Israeli 
pediatrician and a Palestinian mother to 
get treatment for her baby, who suffers 
from a rare incurable genetic disease. 

Each must face their most profound biases 
as they inch towards a possible friendship in 
an impossible realty.

 Open to the public at 9400 Huguenot 
Road, there will be an informal pot luck 
before the movie and a group discussion 
afterwards led by Rabbi Ben Romer.

For information, call 272-0017.

Richmond & Tidewater Area
Summer Campers

Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications are now being 
accepted by the Sroka/Karp* Memorial Fund Grants Committee. Partial 
need-based scholarships are available for a summer Jewish camp experience
If you would like to request an application or need further information, please 
contact Joice Burnette, Foundation Administrator at joice@rjfoundation.org 
or 804.545.8628.

The application deadline is 4:00 p.m. on March 1, 2013.

 

*Of Blessed Memory

Classified
FOR SALE:  $189,500. Elegant 2-BR, 2-Bath Condo, 1125 sq. ft., 

completely remodeled. Entry hall; large living room; dining room; 

large kitchen with new appliances, walk-in pantry, pass through-

dining bar to living room; large bedrooms;  baths: one handicap 

accessible with walk-in shower; one with tub; ample closets; newly 

finished parquet wood floors throughout. Magnificent views from 

huge 6th floor windows. Amenities include elegant lobby, library, 

fitness center, roof  garden, meeting rooms and 24-hour security. Beautiful grounds with in-ground 

swimming pool. Free off-street parking. Walk to grocery store, shopping center, restaurants. Three 

blocks to JCC. On city bus lines.  Monthly condo fee $546.26. Covers all utilities except telephone 

and cable. Care-free, resort-hotel-style living in a great, in-town location.  The best real estate value in 

Richmond. Available immediately. If  interested call 804-358-2720 or 804-873-2761.

Vacation Home Virginia Beach. Spacious bay front 2 bed, 2 bath, with/fabulous view of  bay & 

pool. Remodeled in 2009. Granite, stainless and much more! Large rooms, plenty of  closets. Pool, 

tennis, gym, 24 hr. front desk, assigned pkg. Owner Agent. Debbie Blankman, The Real Estate Group 

757.636.8640.

To advertise, call 545-8620 today.

at noon on the 3rd Wednesday of  each  
month starting  Feb. 20. Bring your lunch 
or buy it from the Café.  February’s  subject 
will be “Hadassah’s Study of  Esther and the 
Purim story.” Come and discuss Hadassah’s 
version. It’s short and insightful.

On March 20 the subject will be 
“Beyond the Maxwell House edition: The 
artwork and texts of  the many versions of  
the Passover Haggadah. “You can even put 
together your own.  

Hadassah Continued from page 2

Beth Ahabah Sisterhood Event
Beth Ahabah Sisterhood invites the 

Richmond Jewish community to Shab-
bat: United Voices Around the World on 
Friday, March 1, at 7:30 p.m. 

Uniquely created to honor our fore-
mothers and 100 years of  progress we have 
made as Jewish women, this special Shab-
bat service will join the voices of  65,000 
women and girls around the world through 
one universal Shabbat Service. Come en-
joy the women’s choir and learn about 
significant accomplishments made by Re-
form Jewish women over the past century 
as shared by guest speaker, Rosanne Selfon, 

Immediate Past President of  North Ameri-
can Women of  Reform Judaism. (Services 
in Beth Ahabah Sanctuary; Special Oneg 
in Goldburg Auditorium to follow.)

Many other events throughout the week-
end are planned with advance reservations 
required. Admission is $18 per person or 
free with your contribution of  $100 for 100 
years to the WRJ Centennial Campaign. 

For more information, contact Centen-
nial Co-Chairs, Linda Ferguson,  Lindafer-
guson99@gmail.com, (804) 543-9199; or 
Katie Roeper, Katie.roeper@gmail.com 
(804) 539-5998.
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If  you are concerned about how your 
investments are performing in today’s 

financial markets, you are not alone. 
Many of  our friends tell us that they 

would like to help support our mission this 
year, but they are uncertain about what to 
do in the current economy. We want to let 
you know about a way that you can help 
us and create a more secure future for you 
and your family, regardless of  how the 
economy fares, while also creating a legacy. 
It’s called a charitable gift annuity and it 
is a way for you to help us this year and 
receive fixed income for the rest of  your 
life.

Why Create a Charitable Gift Annuity?
There are a number of  reasons why 

you might find a charitable gift annuity 
attractive. Here are just two reasons for 
you to consider:

1. You are Looking for Secure Retirement 
Income

If  you are like most of  us, you are 
tired of  watching your retirement account 
fluctuate with the markets.

Guaranteed 
Income for Life 
While Creating 
Your Legacy If  you are looking for 

a more secure source of  
income, a charitable gift 
annuity is a way for you 
to make a tax-deductible 
charitable gift and create fixed income for 
your lifetime. Because the payment rate is 
fixed based on your age, your income will 
never change and a portion of  your payment 
could be tax free. After your lifetime, the 
balance of  your annuity will create an 
endowment to support the charities of  your 
choice. 

2. You Want to Increase Your CD Income
If  you own low-performing CDs that are 

maturing, you might consider transferring 
your CDs to us for a higher paying charitable 
gift annuity. In some cases you could transfer 
a CD paying less than 1% for a gift annuity 
with a guaranteed rate of  over 5%? The 
payments will be fixed for your life at a rate 
based on your age and a portion of  your 
income could be tax free. 

How Can a Charitable Gift Annuity 
Help You?

A charitable gift annuity is a contract 
with RJF that benefits you. When you 
transfer cash, CDs, stock, or other assets to 
us, we promise to make fixed payments to 
you (and/or another person) for your life. 
A portion of  the gift annuity income could 
be tax free and you will receive a charitable 
deduction for making a gift to us. A gift 
annuity is a wonderful way to help us while 
we help you! 

For more information click on 
createlegacy.org/giftannuity or contact me 
at Robert@rjfoundation.org or call (804) 
545-8656 to request a free illustration that 
includes your gift annuity rate and potential 
payment.

focus on 
foundation

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

FRUIT FESTIVAL®

MADE AND DELIVERED 
FRESH DAILY!

Make life a little sweeter.

To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
 9736 Midlothian Turnpike

Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com

Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kosher Certifi ed

Youth, Teen & Young Adults 
Scholarships Available for Study in Israel

Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications are being 
accepted by the Mooney*, Rose* & Mosey* Greenberg Fund Grants Commit-
tee. Partial need-based scholarships are available for travel to Israel for greater 
Richmond, Va., area students between 15 –22 years old at the time of depar-
ture.  To request an application or further information, contact Joice Burnette, 
Foundation Administrator, at joice@rjfoundation.org or 804.545.8628.  

The application deadline is 4:00 p.m. on March 1, 2013.

 

*Of Blessed Memory

Holocaust Museum Receives
Survivor’s Artwork

The Virginia Holocaust Museum 
has recently acquired more than 40 

exquisite paintings together with an extensive 
collection of  photography and print work by 
the late artist and educator, Margo Blank. 

The imagery in her work forms a 

reflection of  her travels in this country and 
abroad applied to canvas and implementing 
abstract and surreal interpretations.  Mrs. 
Blank (OBM), a graduate of  City College 
in New York City, earned her master’s in 
Art Education from the College of  New 
Rochelle with a concentration in Art. Her 
work has been featured in more than 30 
juried and individual exhibitions. 

A Holocaust survivor whose parents 
died at the Rivesaltes Camp near Perpignan 
in France, much of  her work celebrates her 
passion for color, light and life. The museum 
is planning a posthumous acknowledgement 
of  her life and work with an exhibit of  some 
of  her paintings and prints.  That exhibit will 
open on Yom Hashoah, which falls on April 
7. 

For information, call 257-5400.

Margot Blank (OBM) with one of her paintings. 

The latest issue of  Virginia Commonwealth University’s publication, VCU Menorah 
Review (Number 78, Winter/Spring 2013) is now available online, in addition to ar-

chived issues, at the website www.menorahreview.org. Dr. Jack D. Spiro, rabbi emeritus of  
Congregation Beth Ahabah,  is editor and holds the Harry Lyons Distinguished Chair in 
Judaic Culture at VCU.

VCU Menorah Review Available
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Camp Gan Israel offers an intimate, loving 
environment with good ol’ fashion summer 

fun. Air conditioned facilities, daily swimming 
and the most amazing counselors, has made 
Camp Gan Israel the premiere choice for young 
children. Its the camp kids love!

Dates: July 1- Aug. 9, Register weekly basis

Mini Gan Izzy: Ages 2-5, Hours, 9 a.m.- 
 1 p.m.,  $159 weekly; 9 a.m. - 3 

Camp Gan Israel, 
The Camp Kids Love

p.m.,$189 weekly

Gan Israel : Ages 6-8, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., $189  
 weekly

Tweens: Ages 9-12, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., $225  
 weekly with weekly trips!

Early bird discount by March 15, 
10%;Sibling Discount, 10%

For information, contact Chana Weiss at 740-
2000 ext. 5 or campganisrael@chabadofva.org.

WJCC 
Summer 
Camps
There are a myriad of  im-

portant things that must 
occur for a summer to be truly 
great. 

You need strumming guitars, bonfires, new 
skills, new friends, waterslides, clothes covered 
in paint, and lost voices - just to name a few. 

All of  these, plus hundreds more, are 
part of  the camp experience at the Wein-
stein JCC. But these things are not what 
makes the JCC camps great. There are 
amazing facilities, two indoor pools, two 
gymnasiums, playgrounds, an art studio 
and Camp Hilbert, a stunning 110-acres  in 
Goochland. But these structures and ame-
nities are not what makes the Weinstein 
JCC camps different.

What makes the camps so great and 
different from everywhere else, is the staff. 
From the team of  seasoned camp directors 
to the newest junior counselor, the staff un-
derstands the priorities (safety, fun, commu-
nity, and informal education) and believe in 
the importance of  summer camp. 

They are highly trained to be support-
ive, to build bonds within the camp com-
munity and gently help even the youngest 

camper step outside of  his or her comfort 
zones, challenging them to take positive risks 
and engage in independent decision making. 
At our camps, it is understood that camp is 
an experience that a child holds with them 
forever. So, the goal is for this summer to be 
the greatest experience of  their lives. 

The Weinstein JCC will be offering 
over 40 different camp experiences for all 
ages and for every type of  camper. 

Choose from one-week and two-week 
specialty camps, leadership and volunteer-
based camps, travel camps, Camp Ganim, 
and Camp Hilbert - the best traditional 
day camping experience in Richmond. 
All are inclusive and offer a variety of  pro-
grams to meet the needs of  each camper. 
Most importantly, all Weinstein JCC Sum-
mer Camps are extremely safe.

So come check out how the Weinstein 
JCC can make your summer great. For  
information, contact Eytan Graubart at 
egraubart@weinsteinjcc.org or 545-8609.

Adventure Starts Here!

Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center
(804) 288-CAMP  •  weinsteinjcc.org

The  Weinstein JCC
2013 Summer Camp Experience

NEW

Don’t Miss our All Camps Information Session!
Wednesday, February 13  •  6:30 p.m.

Come join KBI Boys Camp 
for what we are anticipating 

to be another amazing summer. 
We do all kinds of  awesome 

activities like sports, swimming, 
learning, games and field trips. 
Our goal is to have fun, fun, and 
much more fun. Our ages are for 
rising 2nd-8th grade boys. 

If  you are looking for your 
boys to have their best summer 
yet, then get excited with us for 
KBI Boys Camp 2013. Our dates 
are not final yet, but we will keep 
everyone posted. 

KBI Boys Camp

For questions, feel free to email summerboyscamp@
gmail.com or call Yitzy at 804-640-6464.

HEBREW FUN IN THE SUN
Aug. 12 - Aug. 16

Open to All in Community
Funded by the Richmond Council of  Jewish Education, an ad hoc committee of  the 

Jewish Community Federation of  Richmond.
Watch for Details Soon!
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One day they will be applying 
to the same universities.

A Jewish Camping Tradition 

410-466-9010  www.airylouise.org

Give the gift of Friends for Life.
Camp Airy for boys: Thurmont, MD   ·   Camp Louise for girls: Cascade, MD


