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5 Local Agencies Hold First-Ever Joint
Annual Meeting, Volunteers Recognized

FEDERATION

O

n May 23, the Jewish
Community Federation of
Richmond, Jewish Family Services,
Richmond Jewish Foundation,
Rudlin Torah Academy and
Weinstein JCC held their first joint
agency annual meeting.
Longtime community leader
Cathy Plotkin welcomed the
community members and called
on the agency presidents and
CEO’s to give reports. “Tonight
is a wonderful example of how
our community agencies work
together for the greater good.”
During the program held
at the Weinstein JCC, awards
were presented to outstanding
community volunteers from the
agencies and officers and board
members were installed.
Four major awards were given

Camp Sababa
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AGENCIES

Western Day

by the Richmond Jewish Foundation
and the Weinstein JCC. Mark
Sisisky received the Anne and
S. Sidney Meyers Endowment
Achievement Award from Stewart
Siegel, a former recipient. Lynn
Schwartz received the Esther, Edith
& H.J. Bernstein Leadership Award,
Suzanne Peck received the Leroy B.
Goldberg Leadership Award and
Sadie Gary received the Arenstein
Family Excellence and Youth Award
from Cullen Seltzer, Weinstein JCC
president.
Louis Adams received a
President’s Award and Michael
Sievers received The William B.
Thalhimer Sr. Young Leadership
Award from Federation President
Nathan Shor.
Tony and Karen Wharton
received a President’s Award from

RTA President Brian Greene.
Soviet Union and all over the
“At the end of the day, it is all world wherever Jews need our help,”
about community and what we said Shor. “This is not just a good
as Jews can do for each other in
Richmond, Israel, the Former Agencies More on page 12

Weinstein JCC’s Capital Campaign Kicks Off
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(From left) Richmond Jewish agency presidents: Brian Greene (RTA), Nathan
Shor (JCFR), Andy Brownstein (RJF), Elizabeth Thalhimer Smartt (JFS/
incoming), Jerry Samford (JFS/outgoing and Cullen Seltzer (WJCC).

Construction on the new Camp Hilbert bath house/administration building is
moving along in Goochland County.
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or more than 50 years, the
Carole and Marcus Weinstein
Jewish Community Center has
been at the heart and soul of our
community. With two, three and
even four generations of families
growing up, socializing, learning
and staying healthy at our Center,
the Weinstein JCC continues to

hold a special place in the lives of
thousands of individuals in the
Jewish and Richmond community.
At the heart of that success and
tradition has been the incredible
ongoing support our communi
ty has provided, allowing the
Weinstein JCC to grow, evolve and
continue to meet the ever-changing

needs of our di
verse community.
This includes the Center’s policy of
“never turning anyone away due to
financial circumstances.”
The Weinstein JCC strives to
ensure all programs and services are
available for the entire community,
including those with financial issues,
a family member with special needs,
or the support of childcare, all
while offering a safe and nurturing
environment.
The enormously successful
capital campaign more than a
decade ago and the improvements
to the Monument Avenue facility
has resulted in expanded services,
membership growth and financial
stability.
Now is the time for the Weinstein
JCC to grow and change in new
ways, and to once again “invest in
our future.”
With that in mind, the Weinstein

JCC board and staff are excited to
announce the public phase of a
Capital and Endowment Campaign.
The campaign—chaired by Lynn
and Jay Schwartz, Rhona and Ric
Arenstein, and Allison Weinstein
and Ivan Jecklin— was kicked off
by two generous gifts from the
Weinstein/Jecklin and Jay Weinberg
Families, and has raised $3.4 million
of its $6 million goal. The goals of
this campaign are:
• To provide much-needed
renovations at Camp Hilbert,
including a new pool, bathhouse
and arts and crafts center, and major
repairs to Lake Rosalie
• To retire the remaining debt from
our capital campaign 10 years ago
• To make necessary infrastructure
improvements
to
Monument
Avenue, including the completion
Capital More on page 8
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CLI Gives Group a Well-Rounded
Look at Jewish Community

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
• June 3 | 1 p.m.
Jewish Community Golf Classic
JeffersonLakeside Country Club
• June 5 | 7:30 a.m.
JCFR Enterprise Circle
“A View From the Bench...”
Weinstein JCC
• May - July 31
The Art of Samuel Bak Exhibit
Virginia Holocaust Museum

• June 20 | 7 p.m.
The Tzofim Israeli Friendship
Scouts Caravan Performance
Weinstein JCC
• August 12-16 | 9 a.m.  2 p.m.
Camp Sababa Sponsored by RCJE
Temple BethEl, Parham Road
• August 20 | 6 p.m.
RCJE Professional Development
Seminar with Dr. Lauren Granite
Location TBD

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

Reflector Friends
The Reflector serves as that valuable resource to stay connected with your Jewish
community. Ad revenues and an annual allocation only take care of some of the ex
pense to produce the monthly newspaper. So, we rely on our Friends for help.
In the May issue, we enclosed a remittance envelope for our readers to consider
making a donation. Or you can make your gift and send to:
Reflector, 5403 Monument Avenue, Richmond, Va., 23226.
(From left) Some of the 19 CLI participants (from left) Alissa Aronovici, Amanda Weiner, Matt
Miller, Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin, who facilitated the program, and Geri Stahl at the Joint Annual Meeting on May 23. After the meeting, the entire group had a reception.

T

his past year, 19 young leaders from
the Richmond Jewish community suc
cessfully participated in our Community
Leadership Institute program.
Through this intensive leadership train
ing program, our participants developed
into a cohort of motivated, educated, and
enthusiastic leaders highly capable and
committed to taking on varied responsibili
ties within the Richmond Jewish commu
nity.
The program began with a discussion
inspiring Jewish leadership led by Rabbi
Brad Hirschfeld of the Center for Jewish
Learning and Leadership and a bus tour of

all local Jewish agencies.
Over the course of their nine- month pro
gram, the CLI participants received agency
specific as well as skills-based training to
guide them on their path to current and fu
ture leadership positions.
Session topics included: discovering
your own personal leadership style, con
nections with Israel, non-profit board skills,
Jewish connections to community responsi
bility and a mock allocations activity.
“We are confident that our CLI gradu
ates will take the lessons that they have
learned in this training program to lead
our Richmond Jewish community into the

Thinking of Buying or Selling?
Let My Knowledge
and Expertise Go
to Work for You!

754-4551
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Thank you for being a Friend.

next generation,” said Shoshanna Schech
ter-Shaffin, director of Women’s Division,
Israel and Overseas planning at the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.
All have a strong desire to improve the
Richmond Jewish community.
The participants were: Alissa Aronovici,
Rachel Beanland, Heather Dinkin, Ronald
Felmus, Will Frank, Maureen Wilson Gen
derson, Geri Stahl, Josh Goldberg, Chris
Greenberg, Ruth Greene,Tanisha Henson,
Matt Jackson, Jennifer Koch, Benjamin
Katz, Matthew Krug Miller, Sara Samford,
Mo Sherman, Amanda Weiner and Cheri
Yochelson.
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How good & pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell in unity.
The Reflector is published monthly by the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
Copy must be received two and a half weeks
prior to the date of publication. The Reflector
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or
advertisement submitted. Views expressed
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.
Call for information about advertising in The
Reflector at 545-8620. Acceptance of advertis
ing does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.

2013 ANNUAL REPORT

Nathan Shor, President
Samuel H. Asher, Chief Executive Officer
Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director
Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor
Sara Rosenbaum, Director of Operations
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DOWNLOAD
A COPY
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JCFR Annual Report

The Federation’s new Annual Report has been
printed and can be viewed by visiting www.
jewishrichmond.org.

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

5403 Monument Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226

(804) 545-8620
Email: reflector@jewishrichmond.org

www.JewishRichmond.org

A Community of Angels

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

I

n the Fall of 2002, there were
clearly angels on the wings of
an Arkiah Airlines flight leaving
Africa. A Boeing 757 was leav
ing for Israel, when surface to air
missiles were fired at the jet dur
ing takeoff. More than a hundred
Israelis managed to avoid injury
and come home to celebrate Cha
nukah in the safety of their homes.
This was a true miracle of Cha
nukah.
In the movie starring Nicho
las Cage, called “City of Angels.”
The movie posits that angels are
all around us every day. The an
gels help us to get through times of
difficulty, when we need support.
The angels help to move us
in the right directions. The one
drawback for these angels of
mercy, however, is that they do
not have self-determination like
we mortals do. Eventually the
character played by Cage chooses
to become human so that he can
make choices and have an impact.
In a book written by Rabbi
Morris Margolies, “A Gathering

of Angels,” he reviews many peri
ods of Jewish history in which an
gels appear in Jewish texts. Mar
golies says that the existence of
angels (or not) never frees Jews of
their responsibility for their own
actions or their responsibility for
one another.
Whether you believe in angels
or not, we pride ourselves in our
ability to make a better world for
our people and ourselves. As the
JCFR President, Nathan Shor
likes to say: “we are our brother’s
keeper”. Through the Jewish
Community Federation of Rich
mond, we renew our commitment
to Tikkun Olam, repairing the
world, and the belief that each
life is precious. Indeed, our sag
es teach us that saving one life is
the equivalent of saving an entire
world.
So, just as hundreds of lives
were spared on the Arkiah flight
in 2002, JCFR and its beneficiary
agencies save and improve many
lives every year. In Israel, we pro
vide funding for two youth villages
that take children off the streets
and help create new lives for them.
The Weinstein JCC creates a safe
and nurturing environment for
children in their early childhood

education programs. The JFS is a
place to turn to when the stresses
and strains of daily life are diffi
cult to bear. Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community provides a wonderful
continuum of care and environ
ment for our seniors. These are all
miracles that the Richmond Jew
ish community creates every day.
On May 23 we witnessed the
first Joint Community Agencies
Annual Meeting. All of the staffs,
all of the volunteers, and all of the
donors create a community of an
gels that are responsible one for
the other. The Boards of JCFR,
JFS, RTA, RJF and WJCC just
celebrated their annual meetings
together. I know we all enjoyed
learning about the accomplish
ments of these agencies and
wish them all a Mazel Tov for
the next year. Implementation
of the Joint Annual Meeting
saved us all precious time and
resources.
For more on the Annual
Meeting, see the article on the
front page of this Reflector and
the photo spread on the back
page.
As always, please give me a
call to talk about the JCFR at
(804) 545-8622.

Welcome Melanie Phillips, New JCFR
Young Leadership Director
T
he Jewish Community Fed
eration of Richmond has an
nounced that Melanie Phillips will
join the staff as Young Leadership
director on July 1.
Born and raised in Charlottes
ville, Phillips moved to Richmond
in 2008 to attend Virginia Com
monwealth University where she
received her bachelor of science
degree in sociology with a minor in
social welfare. While at VCU, she
was active in multiple on-campus
organizations, including serving as
the Hillel intern for two years and
as vice president of programming

www.JewishRichmond.org

and president
of Alpha Epsi
lon Phi, an his
torically Jewish
sorority.
During her
time in Rich
mond, Phillips
was also active
Melanie Phillips
in the local Jewish
community, working at the Wein
stein JCC as both a Kids’ Place
and Camp Hilbert counselor.
After graduation in May 2012,
Phillips worked under Danielle
Aaronson as the Young Leader

ship intern at the Federation here
before leaving in August to spend
a year in Israel as a volunteer in
the MASA Israel Teaching Fellows
Program in Rishon Le’ Tzion.
Phillips is excited to return to
Richmond and dive into Young
Leadership Programming for our
community where she will focus
on Network JCFR and Young
Leadership.
To contact Melanie on July 1,
email mphillips@jewishrichmond.org.
In the meantime, email sshaffin@
jewishrichmond.org or call (804)
545-8626.
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Swansboro Mentors Have
a Great Year
By Robin Jackson
RJCL Mentor

A

nother great school year is
coming to a close at Swans
boro Elementary. Richmond Jew
ish Coalition for Literacy mentors
have had a rewarding time tutor
ing, attending programs, reading
with students and just being men
tors and great friends to the stu
dents.
To close out the year, a Mentor
Appreciation Tea was held on May
28 at the home of Katy Yoffy. Also,
mentors will have a chance to say
goodbye and end the year on June
3 with Lunch in the Garden. They
will bring a picnic lunch to enjoy
with their mentee.
This also will be a time to plant
and spruce up the school’s award
winning garden.
Mentors will be needed for next
fall. If you are interested in learn

Mentor Matt Jackson along with
Shelby and Clinton on the last day of
mentoring this year.

ing about this rewarding RJCL
program, sponsored by the Jewish
Community Federation of Rich
mond, contact Diane Munsey at
the Federation office at (804) 5458654 or dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org;
or Claudia Biegler at claudiabiegler@
gmail.com to get involved.
To make a contribution to help
RJCL, contact Robert Nomberg at
the Richmond Jewish Foundation
at (804) 545-8656.

Letter From Israel Fellow: Ivan Goncharenko
in the July Reflector

Ivan Goncharenko, an Israel Fellow at Virginia Tech, was born in the
Former Soviet Union and benefited immensely from American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC) and Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) services
in the FSU before his family came to Israel when he was 10 years old. After
hearing the remarks by Dr. Michael Oren, Israel Ambassador to the U.S., at
the celebration of Israel’s 65th Anniversary on April 11, Goncharenko was
deeply inspired.
In the July issue of the Reflector, Goncharenko will share his reflections on
his life in the FSU in a letter to the community.
Look for his reflections in the July Reflector.

JCFR ENTERPRISE CIRCLE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5 • 7:30 a.m.
“A View From the Bench: Lessons Learned
From Deciding Cases”
A Panel Discussion With Judges Barbara Gaden,
Robert Pustilnik, Gregory Rupe and James Yoffy
Moderated by Irv Blank
At the Weinstein JCC
FOR INFORMATION OR TO RSVP
Contact Diane Munsey at the Federation office
(804) 545-8654 or dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org.

.
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Facts of the Month

J

ewish Federation-funded programs empower disadvantaged young adults in Israel.
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), which is supported by
Jewish Federations, has helped integrate more than 2,000 young adults into Israel’s work
force since 2006 through its STRIVE-Israel program. STRIVE centers in Tel Aviv, Hai
fa, Beer Sheva and Jerusalem provide job-readiness training, placement assistance and
long-term support. To learn more, visit www.jdc.org.

P

rograms supported by Jewish Federations preserve the memories of Holocaust victims
in Israel. The Jewish Agency for Israel, which is supported by Jewish Federations, has
partnered with Israel’s Ministry of Senior Citizens’ Affairs to create a national database of
Holocaust survivors’ life stories. The initiative, which includes interviews with survivors during
the recent Holocaust Remembrance Day, is one of many that The Jewish Agency’s 300 Project
La’ad volunteers have undertaken to improve Holocaust survivors’ standard of living and
ensure their well-being. To learn more, visit www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Home

MADE AND DELIVERED
FRESH DAILY!
To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
9736 Midlothian Turnpike
Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com
FRUIT FESTIVAL

®

Kosher Certified

Make life a little sweeter.
Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC.
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

How to Help Oklahoma Families in
the Wake of Tornado Destruction

T

he Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond extends its condolences to
the families of those killed in the May 20
Oklahoma tornado. The victims, their fami
lies and the entire state in general remain in
our thoughts and prayers.
The Jewish Federations of North Amer
ica (JFNA) has opened a mailbox to gather
aid from across the Jewish Federation com
munity for the victims of the devastating
tornado that tore through the Oklahoma
City area killing and injuring many people
and leaving a wide path of destruction.
JFNA is coordinating relief efforts with
the Federation. One hundred percent of
funds donated will go to the local Federation
and its relief efforts on the ground.
“Our hearts go out to all those who were
in the path of this disaster and who are
grieving the loss of their loved ones,” said
Michael Siegal, chair of the JFNA Board of
Trustees. “This was a terrible tragedy. The
destruction of an elementary school filled
with students and teachers was especially
painful.”
JFNA remains in close contact with Edie
Roodman, the executive director of the Jew

ish Federation of Greater Oklahoma, to de
termine the needs on the ground and next
steps.
The JFNA national fund will send all do
nations to this local fund. The local Federa
tion is coordinating initiatives on the ground
with longtime partners, including a local
food bank, Habitat for Humanity, and the
Red Cross.
JFNA will continue to keep the system
updated about this ongoing relief effort.
To donate online, visit www.jewishrichmond.
org
To mail your donation, please address it
to the
JFNA Oklahoma City Tornado
Relief Fund, care of:

The Jewish Federations of
North America
Wall Street Station
PO Box 157
New York, NY 10268

ISRAEL

NOV
2 - 12
2 13

JEWISH
COMMUNITY
FEDERATION
OF RICHMOND

Mission to

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY
TO REGISTER!

HIGHLIGHTS:

• 3 nights in Tel Aviv
• 2 nights in the North
• 4 nights in Jerusalem
• Spend time in the Carmel Market,
Tel Aviv’s largest marketplace
• See the beautiful vistas from the
top of the Golan Heights
• Climb Masada
• Float in the Dead Sea

Ellen Renee &
Louis Adams
MISSION CHAIRS

FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO REGISTER

.
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All inclusive price $3,259 (subject to change)
The price quoted includes an $800 subsidy
from the Sherry B. Rose Israel Mission Fund
of the Richmond Jewish Foundation
In order to receive the subsidy, mission
participants must make a commitment to
the 2014 Annual Campaign. Your individual
commitment, based on your 2013 Annual
Campaign gift, must be the greater of an
$800 increase or a 15% increase.

Contact Matt Langsam at the Federation Office
mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org or (804)545-8652
www.JewishRichmond.org

Larry Jackson, JFS CEO, to Retire Dec. 31

Larry Jackson

A

fter more than a decade of service to
JFS and the community, Larry Jackson,
CEO, will retire on December 31, 2013.
Jackson joined JFS in 2002, with a man
date from the Board of Directors to grow the
number of clients served annually, improve
the agency’s financial well-being, and estab
lish positive community relations. He has
achieved all those goals, and more.
Increasing service to clients has been the
hallmark of Jackson’s time at JFS.
In 2012, JFS served 2,326 clients—more
than double the number served in 2002. The
number of counseling hours has increased
from fewer than 2,000 annually to more than
8,000. Hours of service by JFS personal care
aides to help elderly and disabled clients re
main in their own homes has increased from
fewer than 8,000 a year to over 120,000.
The Skilled Care program, helping clients
with physician-ordered services such as physi
cal, occupational, and speech therapy as well
as skilled nursing care, has grown from fewer
than 140 clients annually to more than 400.
The Care Management and Volunteer
programs have more than doubled in size,
and adoption remains steady despite an in
creasingly complex regulatory environment.
JFS’ long-term financial well-being was
assured when he undertook the quest to pay
off the mortgage on the buildings at 6716 and
6718 Patterson Avenue. Paying off this debt
significantly improves the agency’s day-to-day
finances.
The mortgage on 6718 was paid in 2005,
thanks to a generous contribution from Abby
and Joanne Moore. Payments and pledges
have also retired the mortgage on 6716,
which was purchased in 2009.
In fiscal year 2002, the agency’s bud
get was $1.8 million. The fiscal-year 2014
budget is $4.321 million. Program rev
enues have grown from 54% of budget in
2002 to 78% of budget in 2014. Increas
ing program revenue as a percentage of
total budget puts JFS in a better position
to withstand reductions in allocations from
www.JewishRichmond.org

traditional sources, grants, and downturns
in economy-driven contributions.
Under Jackson’s leadership, JFS has
reached out to other community agencies
to assist with program transitions and col
laborate on projects of mutual interest. JFS
is a partner in the statewide consortium to
provide training to psychology interns, as
well as providing practicums for social work
and gerontology interns from VCU.
Currently, JFS is working with community
groups to document the 1990’s effort to reset
tle more than 800 Former Soviet Union refu
gees in Richmond. These groups include the
University of Richmond Hillel students and
University of Richmond faculty and staff; the
Richmond Jewish Foundation, whose Genesis
grant provided project funding; numerous
community members from the synagogues
who worked to help resettle the new residents;
and JFS staff and Board members who are
donating countless hours to complete the
project in the coming months.
“These successes were possible because
of the commitment to excellence in ser
vice to people and openness to change on
the part of the Board, the JFS Supporting
Foundation and the JFS staff,” said Jackson.
“After working years in the public sector and
the for-profit world, my time at JFS has been
the most rewarding and, frankly, the most
fun. I thank everyone who made it so.”
The JFS Board, staff, clients, and Richmond
community thank Larry for his leadership, vi
sion, and dedication over the past 11 years.
Prior to joining JFS, he was president
and a founder of NCSC (National Com
prehensive Services Corporation), dedicat
ed to providing management consultation
to governments and businesses engaged in
customer focused, results oriented servic
es, Prior to founding NCSC, Jackson was
commissioner of the Virginia Department
of Social Services from 1987 to 1994 and
deputy commissioner for the Iowa Depart
ment of Human Services from 1978 to
1987.
He has served as a member or chair of
several organizations, including chair of the
American Public Human Services Asso
ciation’s National Council of State Human
Service Administrators, Task Force on Self
Sufficiency, Information Systems Commit
tee and Child Support Enforcement Com
mittee.
Jackson is also a member of the National
Commission on Child Welfare and Family
Preservation and immediate past president
of Congregation Beth Ahabah.
Jewish Family Services is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.

agency

highlights

JFS Seeks
Executive
Director

JFS seeks an experienced
executive to lead the Richmond,
Virginia, agency. Founded in
1849, JFS Richmond is the oldest,
continuously operating health
& human services agency in the
region. It is the only area agency
with national accreditation by
COA & CHAP.

With an annual budget of $4 million, JFS provides care management, home
care, adoption, & counseling services. Staff comprises 32 full-time (equivalent)
professional & administrative; 60 part-time; & volunteers.
Preferred qualifications:
Strong management of board, staff, volunteers & financial resources; vision &
fulfillment of strategic goals; community partnerships & collaborative efforts;
community relations & fundraising. Graduate degree in human services or
relevant field, experience in management or non-profit organizations,
& a thorough understanding of or experience with the Jewish
community is required.
Send cover letter, resume, salary criteria & two
initial references to: Search JFS, c/o Stumpf &
Associates, Inc., P. O. Box 7418, Richmond VA,
23221 or stumpfandassoc@gmail.com.

R

RTA’s ABCD and Alumni
Awards

udlin Torah Academy has announced
that its 2013 ABCD (Above and Be
yond the Call of Duty) Award will go to
basketball coach Todd Weinberg and its
Alumni of the Year honors will be given to
Yonatan and Marlena Cantor.
The Chesed Awards Dinner will be held
Sunday, June 2, at 7 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC,
Yonatan and Marlena
Todd Weinberg
with cocktails and a silent auction at 6 p.m.
Cantor
Among his many volunteer efforts,
Marlena graduated from RTA in 2003
Weinberg, a past RTA board member, has
for several years coached RTA’s middle and Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School
school basketball team, even after his own in 2007. She graduated summa cum laude
two children, Callum and Annie, graduated with a BA in English Literature from Stern
from the school. His efforts have provided College for Women and received her MA in
RTA boys with valuable lessons in sports Teaching of English from Columbia Uni
versity. She taught sixth grade English in
manship and leadership.
Yonatan and Marlena Cantor have New York City public schools.
Yonatan and Marlena married in 2011.
represented RTA superbly in the commu
nity. Yonatan attended RTA and YVA for They co-founded the RTA FAN Club last
grades K-12, graduating in 2006. In 2011 year and moved back to Richmond this
he graduated magna cum laude with a BA spring with their newborn, Dena.
Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, in part,
in Economics from Yeshiva University and
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
currently works as a senior financial analyst
Community Federation of Richmond..
for Straight Path Communications.

.
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Honoring Tradition
Camp Hilbert
Construction Progress

Jump on Board the Weinstein

Q
Zero entry water play area

Diving well area

Our Goal: $6,00

Now is the time for the Weinstein JCC to invest in our future and grow and change in new
ways. With that in mind, we are excited to announce that the Weinstein JCC is in the initial
phases of a Capital and Endowment Campaign. The goals of this campaign are:
To provide much-needed renovations at Camp Hilbert, including a new pool and bathhouse





To eliminate the remaining debt from our campaign 10 years ago



To continue to build our endowment for capital needs and to protect our future

To make necessary infrastructure improvements to Monument Avenue, including the
completion of the Early Childhood Playground Renovation, making us the first certified
Nature Explore playground in the area

We are incredibly excited about the impact this campaign will have for today and all the days ahead
at the Weinstein JCC. Contact us today to learn more about the many changes on the horizon and
this important campaign for our Center and our community!

Early Childhood Playground Renovation
The transformation from playground
to “Nature Scape” playground is
approximately 80% complete. The
new playground includes:
Lap lane area

✿ Outdoor classrooms and learning
station that incorporate music and art
✿ A bike path that traverses throughout the playground
✿ Bamboo huts to relax and play in
✿ New water features (currently being installed) that will include hand pumps,
mud pits and more

Building under construction

.
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Become a part of this transformational campaign tod

www.JewishRichmond.org

Securing Tomorrow

JCC Capital Campaign!

00,000

Campaign Gift Report
The campaign—chaired by Lynn and Jay Schwartz, Rhona and Ric
Arenstein, and Allison Weinstein and Ivan Jecklin—was kicked off
by two generous gifts by the Weinstein/Jecklin and Jay Weinberg
Families, and has raised $3.4 million of its $6 million goal. Key
volunteers for the campaign include Susie Adolf, Earl Ferguson,
Shelley Gouldin, Dena Neuwirth, Richard November, Suzanne
Peck, Cathy Plotkin, Stuart Simon, Mark Sisisky, Sara Villalona,
Sara Waskin and Weinstein JCC President Cullen Seltzer.

Q

Capital Campaign Donors to Date
6,000,000
5,500,000
5,000,000

$100,000 - $499,999

$500,000+
Carole and Marcus
Weinstein/Allison

Weinstein and Ivan
Jecklin
The Marilyn and Jay
Weinberg Family
$50,000 - $99,999

4,500,000
4,000,000
3,500,000

The renovation of our Camp Hilbert Camp Site has begun with the following projects
currently in process:
unique
C a mA
p new
H i l pool
b e r tfeaturing
P o o l − four
Con
c e p t areas:
Plan



A zero/beach-entry water play
area for young children to splash
and enjoy. This area will include
waterplay features

Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center | Goochland County, Virginia



A six-lane lap pool to train, stay
in shape and learn to swim





A water slide pit
A one-meter diving well
A pool deck that overlooks Lake
Rosalie

The target date for the new pool opening is mid-June.
See left column for photos of construction progress
as of mid-May.

A new combination bathhouse and camp
administration building which will include:

2,500,000

Enlarged shower and dressing areas

2,000,000







Snack Bar
Camp Offices and Infirmary
Life Guard Office
Conference Room

Under the current construction schedule, it is likely the
bathhouse and camp administration building will be
ready for the 2014 summer season.

Renovated pavilions and buildings and
new parking
These renovations will be complete this summer.

day! Please call Jay Jacobs at 545.8643 to learn more.
www.JewishRichmond.org

3,000,000

1,500,000
1,000,000
500,000

Gloria and Arthur Adams
Susan and Ronnie Adolf
Anonymous
Esther and Rudy Bunzl
Linda and Earl Ferguson
Elisa and Richard Malkman
The Susan and Mark
Sisisky Family
Sandra Sisisky

Rhona and Ric Arenstein
Susan and Arthur Davis
The Mary Morton Parsons
Foundation
Sara Belle and Neil
November
Ann and Jerry Samford
Lynn and Jay Schwartz
$25,000 - $49,999

Eileen and Ed Kitces
Marietta McNeill Morgan
and Samuel Tate
Morgan, Jr. Foundation
Ellen and Richard November
Preschool Parents Group
(PPG)

$10,000 - $24,999 __________________________

Lois and Warren Broocker
Jay J. Jacobs
Debra and Alan Kirshner
Susan and Stephen Meyers
Debra and Andrew Pegalis

Fannie and Gilbert
Rosenthal
Rosemary and Cullen
Seltzer
Barbara and Stuart Simon

$1,000 - $9,999 ___________________________

Jodi and Greg Bishop
Debra and Stephen Brown
Susie and Tom Byer
Hannah and Allen Cohen
Karen Fine
Shelley and Win Gouldin
Chris and Mark
Greenberg
Robin and Bryan Kocen
Evelyn Lampert and
Martin Cohen
Marsha and Don Light
Donna and Thomas
McClish
Dena and Dan Neuwirth

Suzanne and Josh Peck
Noah and Roberta
Oster Sachs
Louise and Brian Schwartz
Barbara Shocket
Barbara J. Thalhimer &
William B. Thalhimer Jr,
Family Fund of the
Community Foundation
Serving Richmond and
Central Virginia
Sara and Juan Villalona
Sara and Mitchell Waskin
Bob Weisberger
Lynn and Marty Zinder

$100 - $999

Bari and Jack Cohen
Debra and David Gardner

.

Shannon Griffin and
Michael Pirron
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Israeli Scouts Friendship
Caravan to Perform on June 20
Beth Sholom
T
Happenings
R
he Tzofim Israeli Friendship Caravan
will perform at the Weinstein JCC on
Thursday, June 20 as part of its summer jour
ney across the U. S.
The Israeli Café opens at 5 p.m. with food
from Catering by Jill, and the performance be
gins at 7 p.m. This program is partially under
written from the Eddie Lapkin Israeli Scout
Fund of the Richmond Jewish Foundation.

T

For information
about the Israeli
Fr i e n d s h i p
Caravan, contact
Leslie McGuigan
at (804) 545-8659
or
lmcguigan@
weinsteinjcc.org.

Patrons of the Arts Enjoy
Successful Season

he 2012-2013 season marked the most
successful Weinstein JCC Patrons of
the Arts programming year yet.
On May 19, the year closed with an
amazing performance of the original ballet
piece, “Ershter Vals” at the Richmond Bal
let. The ballet partnership was one of many
that made this year so special.
From the joint venture with Preschool
to an exciting Hanukkah breakfast with a
children’s book author and costumed char
acters that drew a record crowd; to the
magnificent Yom Haatzmaut celebration
with the Richmond Symphony and clari
netist, Gilad Harel, to the Lyric Opera, the
ReelAbilities Film Festival, and more.
Other events included visits by incred
ible authors, Israeli films, as well as another
outstanding season with the Jewish Family
Theater.
None of the POA programming would

be possible without the support of spon
sors, Patrons, and all the countless mem
bers of the community that support these
remarkable offerings by showing up time
and again.
A patron recently said, “Thanks for a
FABULOUS Patrons of the Arts season!
I cannot think of any other cultural arts
program in Richmond that comes close to
what this program offers both in diversity
and quality.”
The center’s staff is already hard at work
to make next season even more amazing.
Now is the time to renew your Patrons of
the Arts subscription or become a subscrib
er for the first time. Patrons receive great
benefits and new for the 2013-2014 season,
all Patrons will be given a discount on all
purchases at the WJCC Gift Shop.
For details, call Erin Mahone at (804)
545-8644; emahone@weinsteinjcc.org.

Capital

esidents at Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community enjoyed a Mexican fiesta
for Cinco de Mayo at Parkside and the
memory centers at the Gardens, and Parkside
had a spring cookout in the garden. They are
also growing fresh herbs this spring.
Western day and Mother’s Day were big
hits at the Gardens.
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

(From left) Dorothy Goldklang and Suzanne
Klein enjoy Western Day.

(From left) Ray Falkowitz, Ashley Manley,
activities director for Assisted Living, and Shirley
Kirsch take part in the Mexican fiesta events.

Residents have raised planters for their herb
gardens.

Continued from page 1

of the Early Childhood
Playground Renovation to
become the first certified
Nature Explore playground
in the area, modernizing
our pools to improve water
and air quality, and taking
significant steps to make our Lap lane area of new Camp Hilbert pool, featuring zero entry, play
JCC more environmentally area, diving well and water slide.
responsible
Go to pages 6-7 to learn more about the
• To continue to build endowment for capital many changes on the horizon and how you can
replacements to protect our future, which be a part of this transformational campaign
will decrease the need for frequent capital for the Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish
campaigns
Community Center.
The Weinstein JCC is incredibly excited
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part,
about the impact this campaign will have for
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
today and all the days ahead.
Community Federation of Richmond.

.
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Residents celebrate Cinco de Mayo.

Mother’s Day featured a luncheon for all.

A spring cookout was held at Parkside..

5400 Men’s Club Programs
June 3- Dr. Roice Luke, “The Black History Mu
seum.”
June 10 - Bob Layton, “Discovering Richmond
Monuments – A History of River City Land
marks Beyond the Avenue.”

June 17 - Claire Gastanaga, ACLU of Virginia,
“Confronting the Use of Religion to Discrimi
nate”
June 24 - Dr. Simon Sibelman, Virginia Holo
caust Museum, “Are the French Anti-Semitic?”

Women’s Room Programs
June 3 - Janet Scagnelli, director/producer,
screening of “Mari Hasegawa, Gentle Woman
Of A Dangerous Kind.” (open to the public)

June 17 - Claire Gastanaga, ACLU of
Virginia, “Confronting the Use of Religion to
Discriminate.”

June 10 - Bob Layton, “Discovering Rich
mond Monuments – A History of River
City Landmarks Beyond the Avenue.”

June 24 - Dr. Simon Sibelman, Virginia
Holocaust Museum, “Are the French AntiSemitic?”
www.JewishRichmond.org

Mitzvah Day Volunteers
Help Many in Need

in our

synagogues

Scout’s
Pinewood
Derby Cars
Zoom
I

M
The Cub Scouts (from left) Moshe, Shachar,
Noam and Eliot watch the race full of facial
expressions.

n early April, the Cub Scouts of Pack
613 began their preparations for their
second-annual Pinewood Derby.
PWD is a race of wooden cars built by
Cub Scouts and their fathers. The scouts
learn about good sportsmanship while
Two wooden cars race in the Pinewood Derby.
spending quality time with their dads. The
first step in making a PWD car is choosing a
template. As the boys looked through many After a brief lesson on ‘safety first,’ the
pages of templates, excited chatter of how boys chose their paint colors, put on masks
their supercars would look, filled the room. to protect themselves from the paint fumes
After choosing templates, they carefully and enjoyed spray painting their cars.
pencil-traced their car onto a block of
Weeks later, the scouts and their fathers
wood, then moved to the scroll saw station were ready to race.
to have their car pattern cut out. Once cut
Cub Master Yisrael Fletcher lined the
to its rough shape – using different grades two cars up side-by-side as Rabbi Dovid
of sandpaper – the boys smoothed out Asher kept his eyes fixed on the cars
the rough edges until their car was ready zooming down the tracks.
for painting. Although the boys asked
The winners of the PWD were – 1st,
numerous times “can we paint now?,” there Michael Zedd; 2nd, Eliot Zedd and 3rd,
were just a few more steps needed.
David Fletcher. In the adult race, Barton Zedd
Weights had to be added to the cars took 1st place for the second year in a row.
because the wooden cars were lighter once
For more about the Pinewood Derby,
cut, but how much weight to add had to be visit http://www.pinewoodderby.org. To join
considered. Too many weights, and their Pack 613, contact Yisrael Fletcher at (202)
car could be disqualified, and too little 288-5373 or email wfletcher7@gmail.com.
weight, and their car would not be fast To join Troop 613, contact: Russ Stein at
enough. At many points of the steps, the (804) 651-5825 or email russ613@comcast.
PWD cars had to be weighed on a special net. Keneseth Beth Israel is the charter
scale made for the PWD.
organization for Pack and Troop 613.
Finally, the boys were ready to paint.

T

Getting Ready for Great
Things to Come at Beth-El

he school year is officially over, and
students in Temple Beth-El Religious
School have had a year full of learning,
friendship and fun activities.
We’ve learned about Israel, had a Passover
scavenger hunt, and seen a Torah rolled from
one end to the other, learning along the way
about how a Torah is written. We are already
getting ready for the upcoming school year, and
we hope you will join us! School registration
forms are available on the Temple Beth-El web
site: www.bethelrichmond.org.
Just because the school year is over doesn’t
mean you can’t get a tour of the school and
learn first hand abut the exciting things we
www.JewishRichmond.org

have in store for next year. Call the religious
school at 804-740-0820 or e-mail Hazzan
Marian Turk at hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org
for more information.
We also hope you will join us over the
summer for RCJE’s Camp Sababa from
August 12-16. This is an engaging, funfilled camp for rising 1st-7th grade students.
Campers will improve their Hebrew while
singing, dancing, and crafting their way to
a fun summertime connection with their
Jewish heritage. The camp takes place on the
grounds of Temple Beth-El Religious School.
Don’t miss it. For more information, contact
Hazzan Marian Turk.

ore than 200 volunteers
turned out to package
meals for the hungry, clean
tombstones, plant vegetables,
write letters to the troops, and
many other projects on May 5
for Congregation Beth Ahabah’s
Mitzvah Day.
In the largest project of the
day, 60 volunteers packaged more
than 10,000 meals for the hungry
worldwide as part of the Stop
Hunger Now campaign.
Stop Hunger Now’s meal
packaging
program
provides
volunteers the opportunity to
package dehydrated, high-protein
meals that are used in crisis situations
and in school feeding programs
for schools and orphanages in
developing countries around the
world.
Other volunteers cooked 200
meatloaf dinners, 16 dozen brownies
and 12 dozen chocolate chip cookies
for Hospital Hospitality House,
cleaned and scrubbed the headstones
at Hebrew Cemetery, planted a
vegetable garden at William Byrd
Community House and donated 40
inches of hair to Locks of Love.
Eighteen people also donated
blood to Virginia Blood Services.
A new project this year involved
painting inspirational stones with
single words or signs of peace and
love, which will be placed in buckets
for visitors at Hebrew Cemetery to
leave at the gravesite of a loved one as
an act of remembrance. More than
200 stones were painted.
For more about Beth Ahabah
events, call (804)358-6557.

OnePrice
CLEANERS

Rabbi Martin Biefield Jr., is among a large group of
volunteers who packaged more than 10,000 meals..

The cooking crew baking chocolate chip cookies are
(from left) Evan Leibowitz, Ana Mullian, Kim Leibowitz
and Monica Rosenthal.

The clean crew (from left) are Renate Falck-Forssman, Katie
Roeper, Larry Salzman, Jason Ryder, Ashley Ryder, Mary
and Chuck Greenburg.

DRIVE A LITTLE
SAVE A LOT
SAVE ON

DRY CLEANING

ANY GARMENT

965-9020

$2.29

9033 W. Broad St. (Next to Food Lion)

.
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Register Now for Camp Sababa for
a “Cool Summer”

Campers at a program last summer.

C

amp Sababa, formerly known as “He
brew Fun in the Summer Sun,” will
take place for the third year in a row from
August 12-16, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. This year the
program has been extended by an hour.
The camp is a project of the Richmond
Council for Jewish Education and subsi
dized by the Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond. This program is for ALL ris
ing 1st-7th grade Jewish students, regard
less of synagogue affiliation. The camp
will once again be held at the Beth-El Par
ham Road Campus, at 601 North Parham
Road, and will continue to be run by the

education directors and teachers from the
participating schools as well as teen aides.
This program is an exciting and fun way
for your kids to explore their Jewish roots.
This year’s theme is “travel around Israel.”
Each day will be spent ‘visiting’ a different
region in Israel and campers will have art or
sports, Teva (nature) , music or drama and
Hebrew as well as special activities such as
“Mayim” water day or Color war. We also
will have a daily morning service in the
“chapel in the woods.”
Sababa is Hebrew slang for “cool,” and
Camp Sababa is the coolest way for your
children to make new friends over the sum
mer while learning Hebrew.
The cost for the week is $75 and final
registration is due by July 1.
For more information, contact your
education director or email HebrewFun.
SummerSun@gmail.com or Sara Rosenbaum
at the Federation office at (804) 545-8629
or srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org.

Please
Support
Our
Reflector
Advertisers

Planning a vacation?

Janet R. Howell
Owner

Are you concerned about the security of your property while traveling? Who will
water your plants, get the mail, clean the flyers off of the door step and give your
home that "lived-in" feeling? Home Watchers Etc. will work with you to design a
schedule for visitation and inspection of your property during your absence. Fully
bonded and licensed, Home Watchers Etc. can give you complete peace of mind
while you are away from home.

We also offer personal assistance services!
For a complete list of services and pricing options visit www.homewatchersetc.com

Call (804)647-9119 today!
Receive $10 off of your first Home Watchers Etc. service when you mention this ad!

.

10| the Reflector| June 2013 Sivan/Tammuz 5773

focus on

foundation

You Don’t Need a
Fortune to Start an
Endowment

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

T

here’s been a lot of talk in the news over
the past year about billionaires like Bill and
Melinda Gates, Warren Buffet, Mark Zuckerberg
and Michael Bloomberg pledging to give away
half of their wealth through the Giving Pledge.
Like most of us, it is very difficult to relate
to these mega-philanthropists who establish
private foundations with massive sums of wealth.
What’s interesting, though, is to read the letters
from these donors to Warren Buffet explaining
why they are making the pledge. Many of these
stories are similar to the Book of Life statements
at the Weinstein JCC.
Charles Bronfman wrote, “Philanthropy
is in the DNA of my family. My parents were
both active participants in Jewish, local Montreal
and Canadian charities. The dining table
conversation was a place for discussing what was
important to them in that world...it is no surprise
then, that each of us has contributed to society.”
Replace the words Montreal and Canadian with
Richmond and United States and many of us
could have uttered the same words.
There seems to be a myth that one needs to
have mega-millions to establish an endowment
fund with Richmond Jewish Foundation.
Nothing could be further from the truth. RJF
has worked with individuals and families for over
three decades and we have funds of all shapes
and sizes ranging from $10,000 to $2,000,000.

C

Or Atid Happenings

ongregation Or Atid celebrated the
accomplishments of some special
members at its annual meeting on May 12.
After a Mother’s Day program by the
Religious School students, the annual
award winners were recognized. This year,
Joseph Cheslock won the Strength of To

C

Two ongoing questions are: “What is an
endowment fund?” and “How is a fund set up?”
These are two excellent questions with fairly
simple answers.
Assets like cash or appreciated securities are
donated to RJF, and we manage the assets and
investments in an endowment fund. Interest and
growth in the fund through the investments are
generated and then given to a specific program
or service as determined by the donor or their
family.
Setting up the fund is easy to do, as well. A
starting point is to figure out why you want to start
a fund and for what purpose. The possibilities are
almost endless. Whether your interests are local
or international, RJF is able to establish funds that
will provide income into the future. It is always eye
opening to sit across the table from someone to
learn where their interests and passions lie.
A great example of this occurred recently
when we had the opportunity to establish a
fund that will provide income for the Virginia
Holocaust Museum’s Yom HaShoah program.
This fund was established by the children of
survivors. Annually, the fund will provide money
for this important remembrance.
To learn more about how you can establish
your own endowment fund, call the RJF offices at
804-545-8656 or email robert@rjfoundation.org.

rah Award, Sharon Story received the
Deeds of Loving Kindness and Tomomi
Rubin was awarded the Love of Torah
plaque.
All three have given their time, energy,
and love to the Congregation throughout
the year. Mazel Tov.

Or Ami’s Reel Theology

ongregation Or Ami’s adult learning com
mittee presents “Temple Grandin” at its
Reel Theology program for June.
This movie, which will be shown on Sunday,
June 23, at 6 p.m., explores how one person’s
life experiences can have such an impact in the
world. Born autistic, Temple Grandin went on
to earn a doctorate in animal science. She be

came a leader in both the animal welfare and
autism advocacy movements.
The screening is free and open to the com
munity. There will be an informal pot luck be
fore the movie and a group discussion afterward
led by Rabbi Ben Romer.
Or Ami is at 9400 Huguenot Road. For de
tails, call (804) 272-0017.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Hadassah Happenings
Ragone (talk2el@aol.com; (804) 740-8673) or
Beth Rochkind (ABEJRock@aol.com; (804)
mily Sterling is paying forward her gift 308-2538), project chairman Janie Schwarz
of Life Membership in Hadassah to new (mcschwarz@comcast.net; (804) 364-5881).
college graduates, and is donating $25,000
to Hadassah to establish this project, which Lunch and Learn: June 12
will be promoted as 100 graduation gifts
“Wicked Women of the Bible: The Antiof Life Membership (women) or Associate
role
models,” is the next Lunch and Learn pro
(men) Enrollment in Hadassah.
gram.
Learn about the women in Jewish tradi
Since last month, the scope of the gift has
tion
from
the wicked queens to the prophetic
been increased to now include not only any
and
proverbial
anti-role models.
student from anywhere who is graduating
To
lighten
things up, Hadassah will end
from a Richmond area college or university
with
a
look
at
tradition’s
good role model—the
but also any student who is from the
Woman
of
Valor.
The
discussion
will be facili
Richmond area and is graduating from a
tated
by
Julie
Beck-Berman.
Lunch
and Learn
Virginia college or university. Students may
will
meet
June
12
at
noon
at
the
Weinstein
be undergraduate or graduate/professional
JCC.
Bring
a
lunch
or
buy
it
at
the
café.
school students.
All are welcome. For further information
There are no additional criteria or
contact
Julie Beck-Berman at juliefbb@aol.com
restrictions on who may participate – new
or
(804)
798-7235.
Richmond area graduates simply need to
say “yes” and support Hadassah’s mission. Book Club: June 9
The Richmond Chapter of Hadassah is Like to read? Want to design a book club to
so proud of this gift and with it is breaking fit you? Then join the members of Hadassah
new ground nationally as this has never in the planning stage—Sunday, June 9, 1p.m.
been done before.
at the Weinstein JCC. Bring the titles of any
If you know of students (male or fe books you would like to read/discuss.
male) who would like to receive a free life
For further information, email Marilyn
membership, (or associate), please notify Trownsell at mtrownsell@aol.com or call (804)
Co-Membership Vice Presidents Elaine 467-7798.
Emily Sterling Hadassah Gift

community

Exhibit at Virginia
Holocaust Museum

news

E

“Stronghold“ by Samuel Bak. Image courtesy of Pucker
Gallery.

T

he Art of Samuel Bak Exhibit has
opened at the Virginia Holocaust
Museum.
The exhibit features 20 original works
by renowned artist and Holocaust survivor
Samuel Bak.
The showing continues through July
31, 2013. For information on the exhibit,
visit http://www.va-holocaust.com/content/artsamuel-bak
The museum is open Monday-Friday
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., and Saturday and

Save the Date
RCJE Professional Development Seminar
With Dr. Lauren Granite of Centropa
Tuesday, August 20th, 2013
6:00 PM — 9:00 PM
with dinner and breakout orientation/planning sessions

Centropa believes there is so much more to our 20th century European Jewish heritage than the Holocaust.
Centropa is an innovative, out-of-the-box Jewish historical institute that uses new technologies to preserve
Jewish memory--and then we use those same technologies to bring Jewish history to life.
Dr. Lauren Granite directs Centropa's US educational programs. Before joining the Centropa staff, she spent more than a
dozen years teaching Jewish history in colleges, Jewish day schools and congregational schools.
Since 2010 she has been building Centropa’s network of Jewish day and congregational schools; expanding into public,
parochial and charter schools; running workshops and seminars; mentoring teachers; writing lessons and projects;
and establishing teacher advisory teams to advise us about Centropa curricula.

For more information contact your schools
Education Director or Sara Rosenbaum at the
Federation Office at 545-8629 or
srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org

This program is coordinated by the Richmond Council of Jewish Education
and is sponsored by the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond

“The Sheen“ by Samuel Bak. Image courtesy of Pucker
Gallery.

Sunday from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. The museum
at 2000 E. Cary St., has free, off-street,
lighted parking.
For details, call (804) 257-5400.

Client Service is our top
priority. Recognition for
our asset management is
an added bonus.
Recognized by Kiplinger* magazine as
a “Wizard of Wall Street”

Building Wealth
& Earning Trust
for 150 Years

Richard “Rick” Looney

901 E. Cary St. Ste 1100
Richmond, VA 23219
804 780 2081 800 365 6699
InvestDavenport.com
*as noted in the January issue, Personal Finance
There is no guarantee that any investment will be profitable. All securities trading, whether in stocks
or other investment vehicles, involve risk including the possible loss of principal.

www.JewishRichmond.org
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Agencies
Continued from page 1

(From left) Karen and Tony Wharton received
(From left) RJF President Andy Brownstein and RTA’s President’s Award from Brian Greene.
Mark Sisisky, who received the Foundation’s
Anne & Sidney Meyers Endowment Achievement
Award.
(From left) From JFS, Jerry Samford, outgoing
president; Elizabeth Thalhimer Smartt, incoming
president and CEO Larry Jackson.

community, this is a great community whose
goal it is every year to help the needy.”
At this unprecedented event, Elizabeth
Thalhimer Smartt was installed as president
of Jewish Family Services, making her the
third generation of Thalhimer women to
head JFS and the fifth Thalhimer to lead the
agency.
“In 1849, we chose to help people and for
all those years, JFS has chose to help. The next
few years will be exciting,” Smartt noted.
Jerry Samford, outgoing JFS president,
described how JFS is part of a “constructive
storm of collaboration” with the University of
Richmond and Congregation Beth Ahabah
to document and exhibit its massive effort to
resettle Russian Jews in the Richmond area
since the 1970s.
JFS CEO Larry Jackson, who will retire
from the agency at the end of 2013, was
praised for his leadership and financial focus
as JFS leader. In his remarks, Jackson noted,
“JFS has deep roots in the Jewish community
but also the general community.” (For more
about JFS, see page five)
RJF President Andy Brownstein reviewed
the number of Legacy funds created by the
Foundation “to help meet our community’s
needs.” In its sixth year, more than 113 families
have created 222 legacies. “The things we give
away are our legacy.”
RJF CEO Robert Nomberg, said, “We
had a great year managing the community’s
assets. Over $1.5 million in 2012 by over 100
different donors and over $1.6 million was
distributed to over 130 different charities.
RTA President Brian Greene reviewed
the accomplishments of the current and
past students. He said this year enrollment
increased for the first time in 10 years. “RTA
is proud of its hallmark in Jewish education.”
Rabbi Yosef Bart, who will become
principal of RTA, said, “Our students think
critically and our innovative. We will make it
stronger with bold and decisive decisions.”
Weinstein JCC President Cullen Seltzer

.
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said the center’s membership units are at
2,600, an increase over the past decade. “We
have about 2,800 visitors a day and about a
million visitors a year. That’s a million chances
to build relationships.”
“We are the essential Jewish location
in the Richmond Jewish community,” said
Center CEO Jay Jacobs. “Our members are
our partners.” He said the center was ranked
number one in financial stability and Jewish
input in one major study of JCC’s its size.
Federation CEO Samuel Asher recognized Weinstein JCC President Cullen Seltzer
19 young leaders in the Jewish community who presented awards to (from left) Lynn Schwartz,
successfully participated in the Community Sadie Gary and Suzanne Peck.
Leadership Institute. (See page two.)
In her remarks after the installation,
Plotkin noted, “Leaders are the public face
of the agencies they serve. In concert with the
professionals who the handle the day-to-day
operations, leaders are the people entrusted
with safeguarding the agency, furthering its
aims, protecting its assets and meeting its
obligations to serve members, its clients and its
community.”
In closing the meeting, Shor noted that about
$25 million annually is invested by all Richmond
Jewish agencies, which includes the Beth Sholom
Lifecare Community. This gained great approval
(From left) Dina Boettcher, her daughter Sidney
from the community members.

(From left) Rabbi Yosef Bart, who will become
principal of RTA; JCFR CEO Samuel Asher,
Weinstein JCC CEO Jay Jacobs, RJF CEO Robert
Nomberg and JFS CEO Larry Jackson.

(From left) Louis Adams and Michael Sievers
(right) - who both received Federation awardsand Federation CEO Samuel Asher and President
Nathan Shor.

Fleischer, JFS chief operating officer, and Mike Camp.

Jill and Howard Goldfine, JCFR board member.

(From left) Kevin Fine and his grandfather Jack
Fine.

Richard Samet, JCFR executive committee
member, and Jessica Samet, JFS board member.

Bill and Heather Dinkin, RTA vice president,
and (from left) daughters Eleanor and Julia.
www.JewishRichmond.org

