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Six Richmond Teens Have Life-Changing 
Experiences on The March of the Living

Weinstein JCC’s Annual Meeting, 
An Evening of Remembering and 
Looking to the Future

This past April, I did something 
incredible. I travelled to 

Poland with 100 other teens from 
BBYO to witness the remnants of  
the atrocities that took place during 
the Holocaust. 

I saw five different concentration 
camps, walked through towns that 
used to be predominately Jewish 
and bravely embarked on a march 
that would change my life forever.

After several days in Poland, 
I texted my mom these words, 
“ What they did to the Jews was 
horrific, but I’m okay and I feel 
proud to be Jewish.” What we saw 

in the concentration camps was 
terrible. However, as I marched 
with 17,000 other Jewish teens 
from Auschwitz to Birkenau, I felt, 

“Our history is too valuable to lose. 
Building for the future is a must.” 

These words of  impact 
were spoken by Lynn 

Schwartz, outgoing Weinstein 
JCC president at the Weinstein 
Jewish Community Center’s 
Annual Meeting held Tuesday, 
May 22nd.

The evening was one of  very 
mixed emotions beginning with a 
moment of  silence to remember 
Mike Haskins, the Weinstein JCC’s 
Building Superintendent who 
recently passed away, and ending 
with the installation of  Cullen 
Seltzer as the new Weinstein JCC 
President.

In between was an evening 
of  acknowledging, honoring 
and thanking. Lynn Schwartz 
was thanked for an incredible 

Teens  More on page  12

Annual Meeting  More on page 4

for the first time in my life, proud 
to be Jewish. There is a small rock 
that I brought home with me from 
Poland. Every time I squeeze 
that rock I feel like I can speak to 
those who perished and I repeat 
to myself, “Hitler didn’t win. I am 
here and I won’t forget. We won’t 
forget. I promise.”

Some of  the sights were 
horrific. Some of  the stories we 
heard were horrific and some of  
the food was horrific. However, 
when I reflect on my experience 
in Poland, I am overwhelmed with 
a sense of  pride and that is what 
I think this trip is all about. Then 
when we landed in Israel, I felt 
so safe and welcome. During one 
night’s event, we were surrounded 

by teens from Argentina, Panama, 
Belgium, Canada, and many other 
countries and although we may 
speak a different language, eat 
different food and rock out to other 
types of  music, we are all Jewish 
and could all come together to sing 
the Hebrew we have each grown 
up with, but maybe never truly 
appreciating until now.

This trip has changed my life. I 
now have the confidence to stand 
up for my religion, but also to stand 
up for others. I don’t want to be 
blind to other genocides or even 
the intolerance in America. I also 
want to be more Jewish. I want to 
celebrate Shabbat and Havdallah 

At Birkenau are (from left) Nicole Fratkin, Tucker Rubin, Sara Belza Stefanie 
Adams, Jessica Kocen and Rachel Richmon.

By Nicole Fratkin

Editor’s Note: Six Richmond BBYO 
teens took part in April in The March of  
the Living, an international, educational 
program that brings Jewish teens from all 
over the world to Poland on Yom Hashoah, 
to march from Auschwitz to Birkenau, 
the largest concentration camp complex 
built during World War II, and then to 
Israel to observe Yom HaZikaron, Israel 
Memorial Day, and Yom Ha’Atzmaut, 
Israel Independence Day. In Poland, for 
the first time American liberators took part 
in the March of  three kilometers. The 
heart-wrenching accounts of  three of  the 
teens follows. 

two years as president. During 
her two year term Schwartz 
provided the level of  leadership 
which allowed the Weinstein 
JCC to:

• Host the 2010 JCC Maccabi 
Games, which had Jewish teens 
from all over the country in 
Richmond for a phenomenal 
week of  social, cultural and 
athletic events. 

• Revamp our cultural 
programming by creating the 
new “Patrons of  the Arts” 
program which saw over 4,000 
people attend a wide variety of  
programs and events.

• Partner with 17 communal 
organizations to bring the world 
of  people with disabilities into 
the public eye through media, 
art, dance and live talk backs 

with the Reelabilities Film Festival.
• Commence a search and hire 

of  a new CEO, Jay Jacobs.
• Begin turning the Early 

Childhood playground into 
a certified Nature Explore 

Cullen Seltzer and his wife, Rosemary 
and two children (from left) Sarah and 
Kate.
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Network JCFR Offers a 
Multitude of Activities 

focus on 
federation

Have you been humming Back Street Boys or 
Spice Girls for the past few weeks? Maybe it 

is because you heard 30 Jewish young profession-
als singing Karaoke at Sine in May.  

Did you go to Arts in the Park? Did you notice 
how beautiful the flower beds under the Carillon 
looked?  You can thank the 9 people who came 
out to the most recent Tikkun Olam Tuesday.  

Noticing stronger Network JCFR partici-
pants? That is because of  the Fitness Network 
that was kicked off in May with a Spin for 
Sharsheret class. Sharsheret is a breast cancer 
awareness organization.  

There is positive feedback the participants.  

They are the constant reminder of  how neces-
sary the Young Leadership program is. 

Upcoming events and opportunities vary 
largely. For example, young professionals (25-40) 
may to apply for the Mark and Susan Sisisky 
Global Jewish Enrichment Fund through the 
Richmond Jewish Foundation. This fund has 
been set up to facilitate travel for service projects 
through the JDC.   These trips are to Haiti, Tur-
key, Israel, Bulgaria, Moscow, Argentina, Ethio-
pia, and more.  Think about affecting change on 
such a grand scale. For information and to apply, 
contact Robert Nomberg at the RJF at 545-8656.  

Young families are just starting to find a place 

in the newly developed Mishpacha Network 
(Family Network).  This is for parents (ages 22-
54) with children who are looking for ways to get 
involved in the community and socially connect 
with peers.  Play group will occur approximately 
once a month and other opportunities will include 
date night (with baby-sitting provided), family-fun 
experiences, wine tastings, baby-sitting connec-
tions, and so much more!  Our Kickoff Picnic will 
be on Sunday, June 10 outside at the JCC.  

Network JCFR is also developing opportuni-
ties for young, but established professionals to gain 
serious non-profit leadership skills through the 
Community Leadership Institute. This 8- month 
program will cover introductions to our Rich-
mond Jewish agencies and synagogues, insight 
into oneself  as a leader, opportunities to network 
with experienced leaders, and bond as a cohort.  

If  you know someone interested in this type 
of  experience, please nominate them by Friday, 
July 13, 2012.  

Richmond has also been reaching out to  
neighboring communities in attempt to widen re-
lationships.  In May the group took a trip to New-
port News for a Shabbat Oneg hosted by a vol-
unteer in their community and in July we will be 
visiting New Kent Winery with participants from 
Newport News and Tidewater!  This gives Tribe-
Fest participants opportunities to visit old friends 
and those who were unable to travel with us to 
Vegas a chance to meet the incredible people who 
are basically next door to us!

June Network JCFR Schedule 

Book Club, June 3, 2 p.m., Sara Sam-
ford’s Home (RSVP for address) Join the group 
for snacks to discuss The Glass Castel by Jeannette 
Walls. Feel free to join regardless if  you have fin-
ished the book.

JCFR Annual Meeting, June 6, 5:30 p.m., 
Weinstein JCC. Represent Network JCFR at the 
Young Leadership tables and hear about the suc-
cess of  the 2012 Annual Campaign, welcome in 
new leadership, and learn about your community.

Family Picnic, June 10, 11:30 a.m., Wein-
stein JCC; The kickoff of  the Mishpacha Net-
work (Family Network) with food, friends, and 

outdoor activities. Please bring a dairy or vegetar-
ian dish to share! RSVP requested. 

Squirrels Baseball Game, June 13, 6:35 
p.m., The Diamond; support the local baseball 
team complete with a firework finale.  20 tickets 
available to the first 20 to RSVP. Other programs 
will be announced via Facebook (Network JCFR) 
and the bimonthly newsletters. Contact Danielle 
Aaronson for ticket information. 

 For information on Network JCFR programs 
and events, contact daaronson@jewishrichmond.
org or 545-8626.

(From left)  Nine young professionals planted flowers on a recent Tikkun Olam Tuesday at the 
Carillon in Byrd Park, including David Morgenstein, Tiffany Harris, a volunteer from the Partnership 
for Nonprofit Excellence, Marc Lipschultz, and Shira Goldstein.

MISSIONS

• December 20 -23, 2012
  JCFR Mission to Cuba

 • January 14-23, 2013

 JCFR Interfaith Mission to Israel

 There’s no better way to see Israel and the work that we do on behalf  of  Jews 
in need around the world than on a Federation Mission! 

For information on these and other upcoming scheduled missions, please 
contact Matt Langsam at 545-8652 or e-mail mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org.

• June 3   |   12 - 3 p.m.  
Family Fund Day 
Camp Hilbert

• June 6   |   5:30 p.m.
Jewish Community Federation 
of  Richmond Annual Meeting
Weinstein JCC

• June 9   |   noon
KBI Aishes Chayil Luncheon
Keneseth Beth Israel

• June 12   |   5 p.m.
Jewish Family Services
Annual Meeting 
JFS Offi  ce

•    June 12   |   6 p.m.
Rudlin Torah Academy 
Chesed Awards Dinner
Weinstein JCC

• July 1   |   7 p.m.
Israeli Scouts Friendship  
Caravan Community Program
Weinstein JCC

CALENDAR

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.
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focus on 
federation

On May 25 and 26 we 
celebrated the holiday of  

Shavuot. We rejoiced in the spring 
harvest and were reminded that 
when we work with the Lord’s 
blessings, we can accomplish great 
things.

 It is also a time when we 
celebrated, again, the giving of  the 
Ten Commandments at Sinai. We 
celebrated anew our connection 
to the Laws of  Moses and our 
community.

As a part of  this season, we will 
hold the JCFR Annual Meeting on 
June 6. We will elect a new slate of  
Officers & Board of  Directors. We 
will also bestow the Distinguished 
Community Service Award and 
Presidents Awards and Young 
Leadership Awards.

This annual meeting marks the 
completion of  one administration 
and the beginning of  another. 
Ivan Jecklin completes his term as 
president and Nathan Shor begins 

his term.
Ivan met his goals of  increasing 

the campaign; increasing the 
number of  missions and setting up 
a schedule of  missions for years to 
come; and revitalizing the Young 
Leadership program. These sound 
like easy goals to meet, but they 
took an enormous amount of  
work on the part of  volunteers 
and staff.

To increase the campaigns 
by almost $300,000, over a two 
year period, in these troubling 
economic times, was a great feat 
all by itself.

Nathan Shor comes to the 
Presidency with an enormous 
amount of  enthusiasm and 

experience. He and Nannette 
chaired our mission to Israel this 
past fall, and Nathan served as 
Campaign Chair this past year. 
Nathan is also a past president 
of  the Weinstein JCC, past board 
member and trustee of  Keneseth 
Beth Israel and chaired the 
Maccabi games on two different 
occasions.

We congratulate Ivan on a job 
well done and welcome Nathan.  
Nathan will bring new ideas and 
new goals.

 We  move into the new fiscal 
year with the knowledge that our 
population is a little smaller and 
more geographically dispersed.  
Our challenge is to engage more 
donors and more volunteers; to 
work together to develop strategic 
initiatives to strengthen our 
community.

We know we will go from 
strength to strength in building our 
Federation and our community.

As always, please feel free 
to call me at 545-8622 or email 
sasher@jewishrichmond.org. 

Shavuot - A Time for New 
Beginnings  

This annual meeting marks 
the completion of one 
administration and the 
beginning of another. Ivan 
Jecklin completes his term as 
president and Nathan Shor 
begins his term.

RJCL Mentors Take Part 
in Dr. Seuss Day 

On Dr. Seuss 
day in 

March, children 
and teachers walked 
around Swansboro 
Elementary in striped 
Cat in the Hat hats, 
Thing 1 and Thing 
2 outfits and had the 
pleasure of  many 
guest readers. 

Mentors from 
the Richmond 
Jewish Council for 
Literacy (RJCL) 
visited classes and read from one 
of  the many memorable Dr. Seuss 
books. 

This year, there was another 
great Dr. Seuss event. Many 
Swansboro 1st to 5th graders, along 
with their mentors, had the pleasure 
of  seeing the musical Seussical at 
the November Theatre. For many  
younger children, this was their first 
time at a live theater performance 
and they learned theater etiquette. 
The older children, who had been to 
plays in previous years, answered the 
important questions of  what to do 
with hands, eyes, and mouths during 
a live performance. 

Several old Dr. Seuss characters 
and friends visited during the play. 
There was that old scoundrel 
the Cat in the Hat and the long-
suffering and faithful Horton who 
saved the Whos and hatched the 
egg. The children listened raptly and 
learned the lesson that every person 
is important, no matter how small, 
and a promise is a promise. 

As the year at Swansboro winds 
down, it is important to remember 
those promises made by the mentors 
in the RJCL: “We are there to act as 
mentors for children who need extra 
help in reading and math.”

 These children also benefit from 
learning to build relationships with 
others. If  you ask most mentors, 
however, they will tell you that they 
benefit from building a relationship 
with a child in need. Shortly, the long 
summer vacation will begin and 
mentors and children will separate for 
three months. In the fall, we will pick it 
up again, reading, math, playing cards, 
sharing books, and stories. 

If  you would like to join us, 

there is always room for you. Please 
consider doing this great mitzvah. 
Contact Diane Munsey at the 
JCFR at 545-8654 or dmunsey@
jewishrichmond.org, or Claudia 
Biegler at claudiabiegler@gmail.
com.

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

On Wednesday, June 6 at 
5:30 p.m. the community is 

invited to attend the JCFR Annual 
Meeting. A new president will be 
elected as well as the election of  
the members of  the Executive 
Committee and Board of  Directors.  

The meeting will be held in the 
Israel November Auditorium at the 
Weinstein JCC.

Susan and Steve Meyers 
will be awarded the JCFR 
Distinguished Community Service 
award. President’s Awards will 
be presented to: Bob Reinhard, 
Michael Sievers and Mark Sisisky.  

The William B. Thalhimer Sr. 
Young Leadership Award will be 
presented to Brian Greene and the 

By Debbie Minden

Katy Yoffy with 2nd grader Tyeon and  
1st grader Anaya.

Mentor Marci Linas with (from left) Shadajia, Toni, 
Ashia, Daniya, Charmeshia,  Monae, Cadajia, Lavon 
and Ariel. All were at the November Theatre for the 
performance of Seussical.

Federation Annual Meeting 
Planned for June 6

Janet Meyers with Emani, 5th grade 
and Anaya, 1st grade.

Sam E. & Virginia V. Binswanger 
Young Leadership Award will be 
presented to Dena Neuwirth.

The nominating committee 
has proposed the following slate 
of  officers for the 2012-2014 
term: President: Nathan Shor; 
Vice President: Stuart Siegel; 
Vice President: Deane Dubansky; 
Secretary/Treasurer: Sara Waskin; 
Assistant Treasurer: Michael 
Sievers; Immediate Past President: 
Ivan Jecklin; Honorary Vice 
Presidents: Ric Arenstein, Jerry 
Gumenick, Mark Sisisky and Neil 
November.

RSVP to Diane Munsey at 545-8654 
or dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org.

Nathan Shor
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in our  
agencies

leaders from JCCs throughout 
North America.

The Biennial was made special 
with the Weinstein JCC winning 
three “2012 JCC Excellence 
Awards!”  The Center won an 
award in programming for the 
“TOSS – Tikun Olam Super Stars 
program, in Fund Development for 
the Patron of  the Arts program and 
in Marketing for the promotion of  
the JCC Discover program.  

To get involved at the 
Weinstein JCC or for membership 

Tzofim Friendship 
Caravan Coming in June 

5400 Men’s Club 

Every summer since 
1975, the Israel 

Scouts Friendship Caravan 
(Tzofim) has come to 
Richmond, bringing a taste 
of  Israeli culture the whole 
family can enjoy. 

Their visit this year 
will culminate with a 
family show for the entire 
community on Sunday  July 
1 at 7 p.m. at the Weinstein 
JCC, with an Israeli Café 
open at 5:30 p.m.  

Each Friendship 
Caravan consists of  5 male 
and 5 female Tzofim (Israel 
Scouts) who are entering 
their senior year of  high 
school. The Caravans 
travel throughout North 
America each summer as emissaries, 
sharing their lives in Israel through 
song, dance and story.  

Participants are chosen after 
undergoing an extensive auditioning 
and interviewing process, ensuring that 
above all, they are true representatives 
of  Israeli culture and spirit.  

The Tzofim Friendship Caravan 
typically reaches over 35 states, 
including 250 camps, community 
centers, churches, senior homes and 
schools, performing for an audience 
totaling nearly 100,000 people. Each 
teen in the Friendship Caravan, like 
all 100 delegation members visiting 
North America, is a member of  
the 60,000 member strong Tzofim 
(Israel Scouts) Movement which, 
in turn, is part of  the International 
Scouting movement. 

The Tzofim Movement is the 

The Jewish Community Center 
Association held its Biennial 

recently. Current JCC President 
Cullen Seltzer, JCC President- 
Elect Chris Greenberg,  Leroy 
B. Goldberg Leadership Award 
winner Shelley Gouldin, CEO 
Jay Jacobs and COO Scott Katz 
represented the Weinstein JCC. 

 In addition to the multitude 
of  sessions geared toward 
new program initiatives, fund 
development, governance and 
more, the attendees shared with 

only non-political and non-sectarian 
youth movement in Israel. The  
Caravan is an important tradition 
to the Richmond Jewish community 
and we look forward to welcoming 
them back. According to Gary 
Weiner, Caravan chair, “The Israeli 
Caravan means so much to the entire 
community. The good will that they 
bring and spread is contagious and 
I’m sure that this year’s show at the 
JCC will be one of  the best ever.” 

The Caravan will arrive on 
Thursday June 28 and is scheduled 
to visit with Camp Hilbert, Camp 
Ganim, the Beth Sholom Home, 
the Children’s Hospital and other 
select Richmond locations. The 
community is invited to attend this 
special Richmond tradition.

For information, call 285-6500.

Upcoming programs:

June 4 - Dr. Stephen Long,  
University of  Richmond,  “Global 
Threat Forecast: 2012-2015.”

June 11 - Kent Willis, “Virginia ACLU, 
Experiences.”

June 18 -  Brian Burns, Lewis Ginter.

June 24  - Erin Thomas-Foley, Director 
of  Education, SPARC; Candace Miraz-
Nelson, Director of  Development, 
SPARC; Fred Orelove, Board of  
Directors, SPARC, Live Art, “Changing 
the Lives of  All Children Through 
Performance.”

Weinstein JCC Wins 3 Awards 
at JCC National Biennial 

information, please contact the 
Center at 285-6500.

Annual Meeting 
Continued from page 1

Holding the awards are (from left) 
Jay Jacobs, Chris Greenberg, Scott 
Katz and Shelley Gouldin. 

playground with phase one, 
installation of  the bike paths, 
having been recently completed.

•Develop and recently approve 
moving forward with a Capital and 
Endowment Campaign with the 
goal of  doing major renovations 
at the Camp Hilbert site including 
a new pool and bath house, 
eliminating the remaining debt, 
improving the infrastructure at 
Monument Avenue and building 
the current endowment fund.

Many were honored at the 
meeting including:

• The Presidential Award 
Winners: Susie Adolf  and Rhona 
Arenstein.

• Leroy B. Goldberg Leadership 
Award: Sara Villalona.

• Arenstein Family Excellence in 
Youth Service Award: Jessica Kocen.

A very special part of  the meeting 
was the installation of  Ric Arenstein 
as a lifetime Honorary Vice President 
of  the Weinstein JCC.

Upon his installation as new 
Weinstein JCC President, Seltzer, 
said, “I’m looking forward to 

three major goals over the next 
two years. The first is to engage 
the Board in a close examination 
of  our membership and to identify 
ways to increase membership 
and to make the membership 
experience as relevant and 
engaging for the community as 
possible. The second is to bring 
special focus to the Weinstein JCC’s 
special needs programming. We are 
already providing excellent special 
needs services.”

Seltzer continued, “This area 
is one for potential growth at the 
center and is an area of  service for 
which there’s considerable demand 
in the community. The third is to 

help implement and complete a 
successful Capital Campaign.”

The evening also featured a 
very special acknowledgement as 
Steve Meyers was recognized for his 
almost 60 years of  leadership and 
commitment to the Weinstein JCC.

The Annual Meeting concluded 
with Seltzer announcing that Lynn 
and Jay Schwartz and Rhona and 
Ric Arenstein would co-chair the 
upcoming Capital and Endowment 
Campaign.

The Weinstein JCC is 
supported, in part, by a 
generous contribution from the 
Jewish Community Federation 

of  Richmond.

Sara Villalona, who received the Leroy 
B. Goldberg Leadership Award, with 
new President Cullen Seltzer. 

(From left) Gary Weiner with Steve 
Meyers, who was honored for his 
nearly 60 years of leadership at the 
Center. 

Ric Arenstein was installed as a 
lifetime honorary vice president 
and Rhona Arenstein received a 
Presidential Award. 

(From left) Susie Adolf received a 
Presidential Award from outgoing 
President Lynn Schwartz. 

Jessica Kocen received the Arenstein 
Family Excellence in Youth Service 
Award from Aaron Buncher, last year’s 
recipient. 
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Mother’s Day Celebration at Beth Sholom Lifecare

Afghan Veteran Shares Mother’s Day With Seniors 

Biddy Drumheller and family. (From left) Sharon Story and her 
mother, Dorothy Goldklang.

Charles Luke Baab of the U.S. Army National Guard addresses residents.

(From left) Gaby Heller with Gardens 
resident Kamala Newmont, who is 97.

(Right) Ray Falkowitz and family.

Residents, staff, and family members 
celebrated Mother’s Day throughout the 

Beth Sholom Lifecare campus with a morning 
brunch, special events and dessert parties. 
Each resident was given a corsage to honor 
them for their special day.

Family members were a key part of  the  
festivities and the staff captured a variety of  
“Kodak moments” with heartfelt memories.  
All the residents were smiling and happy to 
share their day with their loved ones.

All the mothers wore their corsages 
with pride and told wonderful stories of  
how motherhood made them who they 
were today. Conversations of  child rearing, 

cooking, recipes, and love were shared 
throughout the day. Family members were 
present for the festivities and some took the 
mothers out to visit with family as well.

The special day designed exclusively 
for the mothers at Beth Sholom Lifecare 
Community was a memorable one with 
many smiles, laughter and good memories.  
The staff can’t wait for next year to celebrate 
and recognize “our” moms of  Beth Sholom 
Lifecare Community.

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in 
part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

(From left) Gardens residents Jane and Leigh  Budwill and 
family members.

Every mother wants to hear the words, 
“My mother means a lot to me. I love 

her.”  
Those timeless, meaningful words were 

spoken by Specialist 4th Class Charles Luke 
Baab of  the U.S. Army National Guard to 
his mother, Cathy Baab, service coordinator 
for Beth Sholom Woods.  

Having recently returned from ten 
months in Afghanistan, Baab came by the 
senior apartment facility to spend time and 
celebrate Mother’s Day with the residents of  
the Woods. As the event’s special guest, he 
wanted to personally thank the women for 
sending him cards and letters while he served 
overseas. Last year, the seniors expressed an 
interest in writing to help keep the soldier’s 
spirits up.  

“The residents are like a second family 
to me,” voiced Cathy Baab who immediately 
headed up the letter-writing campaign.  

“Those letters and cards helped me 
get through some very rough and difficult 
times,” he told the ladies.

Baab spoke about the food, the language, 
the weather, and communications in 
Afghanistan. He had lost about 20 pounds 
while serving there. Food was not plentiful, 

and he had to drink lots water due to the 
extreme heat.     

With a natural flair for foreign languages, 
Baab picked up some Pashto, one of  the 
main languages in Afghanistan. He was only 
one of  ten Americans on his small base. He 
talked about working collaboratively with 
the other soldiers who were Australian.  
“Even though they spoke English, it’s not the 
English we’re familiar with.” 

The residents of  Beth Sholom Woods 
clearly had adopted Baab as their own son, 
and were grateful he returned safely. When 
he said there were 85 soldiers in his unit and 
that all came back home, the women, mostly 
mothers, erupted in long and poignant 
applause. 

One badge he wore signified D-Day, an 
event some of  the residents could relate to 
because their deceased spouses served in 
the armed forces during World War II and 
were involved in the invasion at Normandy.  
Some of  these widows, and their military 
husbands, are part of  America’s “greatest 
generation,” the population who grew up 
during the Depression and fought in World 
War II.  

Afterwards, the ladies were given 

Mother’s Day corsages at the reception 
that followed the program. The residents 
continued the special celebration and shared 
some of  very special memories of  their 
own mothers. Many of  them articulated 
the challenges their parents had faced while 
raising children, going to work, and doing 

volunteer work.  
Beth Sholom Woods, a senior housing 

facility for independent adults, is located 
on the campus of  Beth Sholom Lifecare 
Community in the Far West End of  
Richmond. For more information, contact 
Sue Berinato at sberinato@bslcc.org. 

(From left) Celia Toabe and daughter, 
Marcia Bloom.
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JFS Partners with UR Hillel and RJF to Document Resettlement

The year was 1989. 
The Iron Curtain 

fell, ending decades of  
Communist oppression 
and opening a fl oodgate 

of  Jewish immigrants from the Former So-
viet Union (FSU). By 1997, 1 million Jews 

had been resettled to their new homes in the 
United States and Israel. Jewish Federations 
across the country raised over $1 billion 
through the Operation Exodus campaign 
to bring these New Americans to freedom.

Richmond played a proud role in this 
enormous resettlement eff ort, helping 800 

Spring Fever at RTA 

Seva Izrailova and her family in 1999. (From 
left), grandmother Roza, cousin Jonathan,  Seva, 
mother Riva Pinkhasov and sister Meri.

Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2012

Time: 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

Place: JFS Offices

6718 Patterson Avenue

Richmond, VA 23226

RSVP by June 6: Zita Lee, 

804-282-5644, ext. 222 

or zlee@jfsrichmond.org

The Board of Jewish 
Family Services
Cordially Invites You
To Attend the 163rd 
Annual Meeting

“Passport to JFS”

Kosher food available upon advance request

individuals and families begin life anew 
in our city. JFS was Richmond’s lead re-
settlement agency, assisted by all area syna-
gogues, the Weinstein JCC, and hundreds 
of  volunteers and donors of  everything 
from furniture to English lessons to job 
training.

Now, nearly 25 years later, it’s time to 
take a look back and document the com-
pelling stories of  the New Americans who 
joined our community. JFS is embarking 
on an exciting project in collaboration with 
the University of  Richmond (UR) Hillel 
students, professors, and other community 
stakeholders. 

The team will create a fi lm and museum-
quality display celebrating the lives of  these 
Jewish immigrants and preserving their sto-
ries for future generations. This project is 
made possible by a generous grant from the 
Richmond Jewish Foundation’s (RJF) Gen-
esis Fund, a UR David D. Burhans Civic 
Fellowship for summer research intern Shir 
Bodner, and hundreds of  hours of  volun-
teer time and services.

Planning for this three-year project be-
gan in November 2011. This summer they 
will research the historic events leading to 
the Jewish exodus from the FSU and reach 

out to the resettled Richmond community. 
An integral part of  the project is research-
ing and collecting photos, artifacts, and 
news footage to better understand the im-
migrants’ experience in making Richmond 
home. The next steps include training the 
interviewers and videographers, fi lming the 
interviews, editing the footage, and produc-
ing the fi lm and display. The project will 
end in 2014 with the fi lm’s premiere and 
the museum display. 

One family has already agreed to share 
their story. Seva Izrailova, VCU student and 
JFS summer intern, came with her family to 
Richmond when she was seven years old. 
Seva’s mother, Riva Pinkhasov, remembers 
resettlement this way: “I wanted the best 
future for my children with equal opportu-
nity and a life fi lled with happiness. We are 
fortunate to have had this community bring 
us here with open arms. I can’t express how 
grateful I am for all the eff ort and hard work 
put into bringing and settling us to the great 
city. Life is beautiful here.”

 
Jewish Family Services is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution 
from the Jewish Community Federa-
tion of  Richmond.

The family in 2009. (From left) Roza, Jonathan, 
Meri, Seva and Riva.

The past several weeks have seen non-stop 
action at Rudlin Torah Academy. Special 
programs and activities have included 
Grandparents’ & Special Friends’ Day, the 
5th Annual Art Auction, Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
activities including the Kindergarten 
Virtual-Trip-to-Israel, the RTA Academic 
Fair, Field Day and much more.

An adventurous and unforgettable experience 
for all with Perel Sherman and the Kindergarten 
class on their virtual trip to Israel.

Proud grandparents shepping nachas – Shelly 
Janus with Zachary Bendheim and Kenneth 
Meyer with Molly Gold. 

Elinor Dinkin’s Academic Fair project analyzed 
the history and development of the Akkadian, 
Amharic, Arabic, and Hebrew languages.

An enthusiastic crowd 
enjoyed the RTA Parent 
Volunteer Association Art 
Auction, including Deane 
and Dan Dubansky.



www.JewishRichmond.org  June 2012 . 5772 • Sivan/Tammuz  |  the Reflector  |  7  

Temple Beth-El Annual Meeting 
On May 6, Temple Beth-

El held its 81st annual 
meeting with close to 200 
members in attendance.  

As the Temple prepared 
to review its previous year 

and make decisions regarding its future, 
Rabbi Gary Creditor opened the meeting 
with words of  Torah, reminding all of  Beth-
El’s place in our lives as our past and future 
spiritual home. 

Gary Goldberg presented the findings of  
the director of  congregational learning and 
music Search Committee. 

The committee had been tasked to 
find a candidate for this new position, 
which combines cantorial duties along 
with responsibility for the educational 
life of  the synagogue. The congregation 
overwhelmingly approved Hazzan Marian 
Turk of  Peekskill, N.Y. for the position. 

Benita Felmus gave the report for the 
Budget and Finance Committee. 

Thanks to strong fiscal oversight led 
by Beth-El’s Executive Director Sheldon 
Herold and a successful Golf  Tournament 
fundraiser, Felmus reported Beth-El’s 
significantly improved financial state.

Nominating Committee Chair Ben 
Lewis presented the new slate of  officers and 
board members. The slate, led by Rita Ruby 
as the new Temple president, was approved 

in our
synagogues

Temple Beth-El has announced the hiring 
of  Hazzan Marian Turk as its first 

director of  congregational learning and music.  
Turk comes to Beth-El from the First 

Hebrew Congregation of  Peekskill, N.Y, 
where she has served as religious school 
principal and cantor. Prior to that, Hazzan 
Turk served as a cantor/educational director 
in Florida.

She is a graduate of  Mt. Holyoke College 
with a BA in English and Judaic Studies. She 
always knew that music and singing were 
an important part of  her life, but her Jewish 
journey began when she spent her junior 
year at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

After graduation, Turk worked in 
publishing, taught English in Japan, and 
spent nine years working primarily in the 
telecommunications field in Raleigh. “The 
deep satisfaction I got from my involvement 
with the Jewish community in Raleigh led me 
to enter the cantorial program at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary,” Turk explained.

While attending JTS, Turk spent another 
year of  study in Jerusalem and graduated 
from the H.L. Miller Cantorial School at 
JTS with an MA in Sacred Music; Diploma 
of  Hazzan, in 2008. During her cantorial 
training, she served as B’nei Mitzvah tutor 
and cantillation instructor at the Park Avenue 
Synagogue in New York City for three years. 

She was also a frequent participant in 
the Seminary Shabbat and Torah Fund 
programs through the Development 
Department of  the Seminary. She traveled 
to Conservative congregations throughout 
the U. S. to lead services and conduct 
teaching sessions and also taught at the 
Women’s League International Conference 
in Philadelphia in 2006. 

Turk spent 2 summers at Camp Ramah, 
Darom, in Georgia, teaching Judaics to 
campers ages 9-15.  She describes these 
experiences as igniting her passion for the 
power of  Jewish education in building 
community.  Turk has continued to enhance 
her skills as a Jewish educator, including 
participation in a UJA- sponsored Leadership 
Institute for religious school principals and 
congregational educators that culminated in 
a trip to Israel this spring.

Turk brings a love of  Jewish learning and 
music. She believes passionately in living a 
joyful Jewish life and works to convey that 
passion and enthusiasm to others in her 
role as cantor and educational director. 
“If  students leave their religious school 
experience feeling proud to be Jewish, then 
I have succeeded as an educator. And if  
congregants leave the synagogue humming 
tunes they were just singing during services 
and enjoying the feeling of  praying and 
celebrating Shabbat with their fellow Jews, 
then I have succeeded as a cantor.” 

In her visit to Richmond in March,  this 
philosophy was obvious as she led discussions 
with both adults and school-aged children, 
davened on Shabbat, and led school families 
in a lovely Havdalah program that included 
group discussion, singing and guitar. Beth-El 
is excited about the new ideas, talents, and 
direction that Hazzan Turk will bring to our 
community. 

We look forward to welcoming Hazzan 
Turk to Richmond and Beth-El in July.

Beth-El Names 
Director of  
Learning and 
Music

by acclamation. 
Brian Imburg then handed over the 

reigns the next board. Imburg was given a 
standing ovation for his 3-year term at the 
helm of  Beth-El.

Rita Ruby then took over the meeting 
in her new capacity as president. She 
gave an insightful and inspiring address. 
Sisterhood and Men’s Club reported on 
a  year of  diverse activities and active 
volunteer and financial support for the 
religious school and Temple programs. 

The Temple honored members for their 
special contributions and steadfast support:

Men’s Club Man of  the Year Award: 
Martin Slutzah; Sisterhood Woman of  
Distinction Award: Cathy Soffin; Temple 
Beth-El Lifetime Service Award: Iris and 
Aaron Schwitzer. 

Also, Outstanding Dedication to the 
Temple: Men’s Club and Sisterhood; 
Outstanding Fundraising Award: Gold 
Tournament Committee. 

Also, Outstanding Leadership 
Award: Bari Cohen and Marci Linas; 
Newcomer Award: Michael Doniger, 
Howard Genderson, Gary Goldberg; 
21st Century Technology Award: Bobby 
Daniel, Michael Hessberg, Brian Imburg; 
Service Appreciation Award: Debbie 
Falik; Dedication to the Education of  our 
Youngest Members: Jack Pustilnik.

Hazzan Marian Turk

GRAND OPENING 
 

JAPANESE, THAI  
& CHINESE CUISINES 

Everything is prepared with our  
hand-cut seasonal vegetables, free  
of additives, fillers or preservatives. 

 

We look forward to  
serving you soon! 

3601A Cox Road   Henrico, VA 23233 

TEL 804-747-6888  FAX 747-8333 

MISOASIANGRILL.COM 



www.JewishRichmond.org8 | the Reflector| June 2012 . Sivan/Tammuz 5772           

First there was Jewish Cub Scout 
Pack 613. Next, Jewish Boy 

Scout Troop 613. Make way for 
the girls.

After hearing all the fun the 
boys were having, the girls wanted 
their turn. At an Open House, 
parents learned about the Girl 
Scout program and about future 
plans for Troop 4613. With so 
many enrollments, Girl Scout 
Troop 4613 will soon be ready to 
roll. 

While parents listened to a 
presentation, their daughters 
worked on a craft project. Girl 
Scout Leader Kira Marx shared 
her vision for Troop 4613’s fun-
fi lled year. The room was abuzz 
with excitement. 

As guests enjoyed refreshments 
provided by Marx, Co-Leader 
Heni Stein and Co-Leader/
Treasurer Russ Stein, Girl Scout 
Enrollment Forms were handed 
in. As one young Scout exclaimed, 
“Finally! I can’t wait until we have 
our fi rst Troop Meeting!’ 

In Boy Scout News, Troop 613 
is working hard to earn its next 
ranks of  Tenderfoot, 2nd Class and 
1st Class - all before the upcoming 
Boy Scout End-of-Year Dinner. 
Soon the boys will learn First Aid 
but meanwhile are preparing for 
their next overnight camping trip. 

In Cub Scout News, the Belt 
Loops are fl ying out the door of  
the Scout Shop for Pack 613. Bears 
Berel Bart, Michael Zedd and 

Noah Haine earned their Gold 
Arrow point. Tigers Eliot Zedd, 
Moshe Fletcher, David Fletcher, 
Aharon Bart and Nachi Moskowitz 
earned the Maccabee award 
thanks to the help of  Rabbi Chaim 
Moskowitz. Berel and Michael 
earned the Aleph Award thanks to 
the help of  Rabbi Yosef  Bart. In 
front of  family and friends, the boys 
will be awarded their Belt Loops at 
an upcoming Pack Meeting. 

Pack 613 is also preparing for the 
Pinewood Derby (PWD),which will 
be held at Rudlin Torah Academy 
on Sunday, June 10. Attending a 
PWD Clinic, they will learn the 
rules and tips for building their cars. 
Please join us at the PWD. 

To join Pack 613, contact: 
Yisrael Fletcher at 202-288-5373 or 
email wfl etcher7@gmail.com. To 
join Troop 613, contact: Russ Stein 
at 651-5825 or email  russ613@
comcast.net. To join Troop 4613, 
contact: Kira Marx at 475-0547 
or email  kira_marx@yahoo.com 
or Heni Stein at 804-651-5359 or 
email her at: henibt18@comcast.net 

Both Pack and Troop 613 are 
chartered by Keneseth Beth Israel. 
KBI is the sponsor for Troop 4613.  
There is always room for more.

New Jewish Girl Scout Troop 4613 
Ready to Start 

(From left) Bear Cub Scouts at 
Opening Ceremony:  Noah Haine, 
Michael Zedd  and Berel Bart.

The Jewish Family Experience 
(JFX) is a program that 

originated in Cleveland, almost a 
decade ago and is now coming to 
Richmond.  

JFX is designed to help Jewish 
families of  all backgrounds and 
affi  liations discover a relevant, 
meaningful Judaism in a social, 
kid-friendly, and intelligent way.  
It is a revolutionary program that 
incorporates moms, dads, babies, 
toddlers, and preschoolers.  

Rabbi Asher remarked, “This 
is a great way for young families 
to get to meet each other while at 
the same time having those elusive 
‘family moments,’ and where the 
children will not be able to wait 
till the next session. Keneseth Beth 
Israel is proud to host JFX and is 
really excited to showcase their 
amazing teachers.” 

Sunday mornings will start by 
featuring a group for ages three 
to fi ve years. The curriculum 
emanates from The Afi kim 
Foundation and is featured in 
57 schools in 19 diff erent states.  
The classes instill Hebrew skills, 
weekly Parsha, holidays, love for 
Israel, and Jewish values in a fun 
way where the children don’t even 
realize they are in a classroom.  

While the children are having 
a blast, parents will have a chance 
to get to meet each other and then 
have an exciting class of  their own.  
Class topics for mothers and fathers 
will range from how Judaism 
teaches happiness to classes on 
parenting to how to go about 
making the holidays come alive for 
kids.  In addition, your toddlers will 
be watched by our awesome, warm 
caretakers. 

KBI is excited to host families 
from diverse backgrounds to come 
together in a relaxed and enjoyable 
environment where everyone can 
explore their Judaism in a laid-back 
way.  What could be better than kids 
and their parents simultaneously 
learning about their heritage, each 
on his/her own level, creating a 
holistic, Jewishly-identifi ed and 
educated family.  

For more information, call 
KBI at 402 - 6363. This 30-week 
program is open to any Jewish 
family in Richmond.  The schedule 
will run from the fall until the spring 
and now costs only $150 (until July 
15). This includes classes, trips, 
snacks, and an awesome lunch.  
Reserve today before spots fi ll up.  

 

Learn to Play the Drums!
Chris Parker, drummer for Susan Greenbaum, is now 

accepting students. 12 years of teaching in Richmond’s 
West End. Free introductory lesson!

804-301-8032 ChrisParkerDrumTeacher.com

KBI Presents JFX

The Temple Beth-El Religious School will now off er enrollment for the 2012-2013 school 
year to non-members with children in Pre-K, kindergarten and fi rst grade.

Pre-K, for three and four year olds, meets one Sunday per month from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Kindergarten and fi rst grade meet every Sunday from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Children have fun 
learning about Judaism through music, art, stories and play. The religious school has great 
students, passionate teachers and an exciting curriculum.

For more information or to register your child, please contact Bari Cohen at bari.cohen@
bethelrichmond.org or Debbie Lacks-Hanner at d.lacks-hanner@bethelrichmond.org or  
355-3564. 

Beth-El Religious School Plans  
New Registration Policy 

Tee-Off  with Temple Beth-El  

Back by popular demand.
Temple Beth-El invites community 

members to play in its Fourth Annual Golf  
Tournament. This tournament will take 
place Monday, August 20, at the beautiful 
Hunting Hawk Golf  Club, t 15201 Ashland 
Road in Glen Allen.

This year’s tournament will also be 
honoring Temple Beth-El member Glen 
Mullian. Mullian was one of  the premier 
amateur golfers in the Commonwealth 
until he nearly lost his life in a car accident 
last year. The Virginia Sports Hall of  Fame 
presented its fi rst-ever Courage Award to 
Mullian on April 28, 2012 at the annual 
Virginia Sports Hall of  Fame Banquet.

This tournament is a Captain’s Choice 
format with check-in and practice starting 
at 8 a.m. followed by a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start. An awards luncheon will conclude 
the event.

The cost to enter this tournament is $360 
per foursome or $90 per individual. So if  
you like to play golf, fi nd three friends and 
together you can play in this fun event. If  
you just want to play and not put together 
a foursome, a team will be put together for 
you. Take advantage of  our early bird special 
and sign up before June 15 to save $10 per 
golfer! 

There are several levels of  sponsorship 
available with multiple price points and a few 
include either a foursome or a discounted 
foursome price.

For more information on sponsorships 
or registering to play, call Sheldon Herold, 
executive director of  Temple Beth-El at  
355-3564.

Don’t miss out. Come tee-off  with 
Temple Beth-El.

(From left) Tiger Cub Scouts receiving 
their Maccabee Awards:  Aharon Bart, 
Eliot Zedd and Nachi Moskowitz
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Corners of Our Fields 

Social Justice at 
Congregation Or Atid

Caritas Program Supported by 
Or Atid Volunteers

Or Ami Upcoming Programs 
On Sunday, June 17, Congregation 

Or-Ami presents the adult learning 
committee movie of  the month for June, 
“Gentleman’s Agreement.” 

A reporter pretends to be Jewish in 
order to cover a story on anti-Semitism, 
and discovers the true depths of  bigotry 

and hatred.  The movie stars Gregory Peck 
and is directed by Elia Kazan. There will 
be an informal pot luck before and a group 
discussion afterwards led by Rabbi Ben 
Romer. The program is at Congregation 
Or-Ami, 9400 Huguenot Road. Call 272-
0017 for information.

Hebrew Fun in 
the Summer Sun 

Registration Now Open 

Join us for our 2nd summer from  
August 13-17, 2012 

Held again at the  
Beth-El campus on Parham Rd  

For more information or to register contact 
your Synagogue Educational Director or the 

Federation office at 545-8629 
 

Hebrew Fun in the  
Summer Sun is  

sponsored by the  
Richmond Council for 
Jewish Education an  

ad-hoc committee of the  
Jewish Community  

Federation of Richmond 

Congregation Or Atid has a proud 
tradition of  service to the Jewish 

community and the larger Richmond 
community.  

This past year has been no exception, 
as a dedicated group of  volunteers has 

engaged in numerous activities in the spirit 
of  Tikkun Olam, combined with a good 
measure of  friendship and teamwork. Every 
year volunteers start with a food drive (called 
Corners of  Our Fields) during the high 
holidays, with all food collections going to 
the Central Virginia FoodBank (Feedmore). 

Last year the bins were overfl owing, as 
the congregation responded enthusiastically 
to the call for food to provide to those most in 
need throughout the Richmond area. Related 
to the need for food in the community, Or 
Atid volunteers participated in the Backpack 
program three times during the past year to 
help provide “take home” bags of  food for 
children who would otherwise lack proper 
nutrition. 

This is a great program run by Feedmore 
and it continues to expand, so there is always 
a need for more volunteers. 

Classified
Group, Couples & Individual Therapy for Adults. Supportive & Challenging 

Therapist. Relationships; Vocation; Gay/Lesbian & Cultural Issues; Addictive 
Behaviors; Mood Disorders. Jonathan Lebolt, PhD, LCSW, (804) 683-4536, Doctor-
Jon@comcast.net, http://Doctor-Jon.home.comcast.net.

Special Events Coordinator (part time). The Weinstein JCC is seeking a 
highly-motivated, creative individual to manage the JCC annual Silent Auction, 
Book Fair Judaica Store, Gift Shop & Art Gallery. Must have strong interpersonal 
& organizational skills, able to meet deadlines and work under pressure and have 
knowledge of  Jewish culture. Experience working with volunteers and lay com-
mittees.

To advertise, call 545-8620 today.

Beth Ahabah Seeks Cantorial Soloist
Congregation Beth Ahabah is seeking a Cantorial Soloist to lead the congregation in 
song, approximately 40 weeks annually (Friday night and Saturday morning services). 

If  you or someone you know has a beautiful voice, please consider applying 
or sharing this ad with them. Required skills include: knowledge of  Reform Jewish 
services; profi cient in Hebrew; ability to read music. Ability to play guitar is a plus. 

Email letter of  interest and/or resume to Katie Roeper at Katie.Roeper@gmail.com.

The Backpack Program has become a favorite, as 
seen on the smiling faces of the volunteer crew.

Congregation Or Atid teams up twice per 
year with Welborne United Methodist 

Church to help host the CARITAS program. 
For one week, Or Atid provides a group 

of  guests with emergency shelter – including 
a safe place to sleep and nutritious meals – at 
the church facilities. Congregation Or Atid 
takes over complete responsibility for two 
nights and cooks, serves food, and visits with 
the CARITAS guests. Two volunteers also 
spend the night and make breakfast early the 
next morning. 

The CARITAS program helps families 

and individuals with emergency needs, 
and then helps them transition to more 
stable lives. Or Atid’s involvement with the 
CARITAS program has been rewarding 
and has helped the congregaton to have 
a wonderful interfaith partnership with 
a neighboring congregation. The next 
CARITAS program is coming up the week 
of  June 24 and, as always, Or Atid will have 
a busy set of  volunteers working together to 
make sure our guests feel comfortable and 
welcome.

For more information, call 740-4747.

 

CURIOUS TO KNOW WHAT 
YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH??

754-4551
Ranked in the Top 1% 

in the USA

CALL ME FOR A FREE
 MARKET ANALYSIS!
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Children helped collect canned food and other 
items for Central Virginia Food Bank and U.S. 
troops overseas.

Claire Belleman (left) and Dave Kingsley make 
meatloaf for the Hospital Hospitality House 
during Mitzvah Day.  

More than 200 
volunteers came 

out Sunday, May 6, to 
give blood, bake meatloaf, 
make pillows, send letters 
to U.S. soldiers, and take 
part in many other projects 
for Congregation Beth 
Ahabah’s annual Mitzvah 
Day.

Hard work by adults 
and children alike, 
including the students of  
Beth Ahabah’s Religious 
School, made Mitzvah Day 
a success. 

The day’s achievements 
included: 20 pints of  blood 
donated; a dozen new bone 
marrow donors registered; 
80 lunches prepared and 
handed out to the homeless 
at Monroe Park; 60 pounds 
of  meatloaf  baked and packaged for Hospital 
Hospitality House of  Richmond; dozens of  
comfort pillows stuffed for young patients at 
Massey Cancer Center. 

Also, 3,000 Pink Ribbon cards assembled for 
breast cancer awareness; 50 flower pots decorated 
to distribute with Meals on Wheels; many tomato 
and pepper plants planted at William Byrd 

Community Garden; Hebrew Cemetery and 
Belle Isle cleaned up; and countless food items 
assembled, along with handwritten letters, for 
U.S. troops overseas.

These are only some of  the projects carried 
out on Mitzvah Day, co-chaired by Karen 
Olshansky and Heather Dinkin, which is part of  
Congregation Beth Ahabah’s ongoing tradition 
of  tikkun olam. 

Annual Mitzvah Day Draws
Many Volunteers

Sandy Corbett (left) and Beryl Holzbach 
create Pink Ribbon cards to raise breast cancer 
awareness for the Virginia Breast Cancer 
Project.

Parents, other volunteers and teens hold 
bags of sandwiches prepared for homeless at 
Monroe Park.  

Religious School students make decorations to go with Meals on 
Wheels deliveries. 

not selected as “Correspondent of  the Year” 
or “Correspondent of  the Day,” they do get 
read since the letters section is one of  the most 
read sections of  the paper.  

Adam Sachs, a fifth grader at Three 
Chopt Elementary School, was 

awarded the “Correspondent of  the Year” 
honor by the Richmond Times-Dispatch in late 
April. 

The newspaper’s Editorial Page editors 
were impressed with Adam’s letter that 
described his frustration when Amtrak 
changed it’s policies for travel as an 
unaccompanied minor. The old policy 
allowed minors ages 8 and above to travel 
unaccompanied  on Amtrak (under the close 
watch of  a conductor and with required 
photo ID checks at the drop off and pick up 
points). 

When Amtrak raised the minimum 
age to 13, Adam was no longer allowed to 
travel alone to Washington, DC, to see his 
grandparents. His letter helped to raise an 
important voice in public policy. - the voice 
of  children.

Many in the community also write 
letters to the Times-Dispatch and other 
publications, often on issues related to Israel. 
Community members are encouraged to 
write letters on all topics. Even if  they are 

Letter Writers Get Attention 
and Awards Too  

Adam Sachs with Richmond Times-Dispatch 
President and Publisher Tom Silvestri. 
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In remarks to about 100 community 
members on May 22, Ambassador 

Stuart Eizenstat painted a world with many 
challenges for Jews but noted that “the 
future of  the Jewish people is more secure 
against their enemies than any time in their 
3,500-year history.”

The program at the Weinstein JCC was 
sponsored by The World Affairs Council, 
the First Freedom Center, the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond, and 
the Virginia Holocaust Museum. 

Eizenstat, former Deputy Secretary of  
the Treasury, Ambassador to the European 
Union, and Special Representative of  the 
President and the Secretary of  State on 
Holocaust-Era Issues, spoke about his just-
published book, “The Future of  the Jews:  
How Global Forces are Impacting the 
Jewish People, Israel, and its Relationship 
with the United States.”

 In his wide-ranging talk, he said it was 
imperative that U.S. and American Jewry 
strongly support and advocate for Israel 
and Jewish causes as new global forces take 
shape in the 21st century. He lamented the 
fact that Jewish philanthropy has declined 
as well as enrollment in Jewish education.

 He noted in the 21st century there are 
major geo-political, economic, and security 
challenges facing the world in general 
and the U. S. in particular. The forces 
include the shift in power toward Asia and 
Latin America, globalization and the new 
information age, the battle for direction in 
the Muslim world, non-traditional security 
threats, and demographic change.  

He said these forces impact Jews in 
a unique way, giving rise to a new anti-
Semitism which seeks to de-legitimize the 
Jewish state and to weaken the strategic 
alliance between Israel and the U. S.  “The 
world is undergoing catastrophic changes. 

Today, 4 billion 
people have cell 
phones. We are a 
more integrated 
world than ever 
before. We are 
also mutually 
dependent on each 
other.  The iPhone 
is built from parts 
that come from 7 
different countries.”

 In addressing 
Iran, he estimated that Iran is 18-
24 months away from being “nuclear 
capable.” “Everything they have done leads 
me to believe they are moving to have a 
nuclear weapon.” He said the same time 
the economic sanctions imposed on Iran 
have had a dramatic impact on its economy, 
currency, trade and its daily lives of  the 
general population. “The sanctions have 
driven Iran to negotiations in Baghdad.” 
He was uncertain if  and when Israel would 
undertake military action against Iran. 
“That’s the $64 question.”

Eizenstat said that the radical element 
among the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims 
is small but it is growing as young people 
without jobs or education are drawn to 
terrorism. “There is a war in the Muslim 
world against other Muslims.” More 
Muslims are killed by other Muslims than 
Christians and other faiths dying at the 
hands of  Muslims, he said.

 Israel is thriving today and is much more 
creative, innovative and advanced than the 
Arab world. “More books are translated 
into Greek than Arabic languages,” he said.

While there is still much concern, he 
said, “For the Jewish people as a whole, 
this second decade of  the 21st century is 
a genuine golden age, as Jews are in the 
strongest, most secure position in history.”

The Future of 
Jewish People 
is More Secure 
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In 1980, Rachel and Sol Banks created 
a legacy for our community by creating 

the Rachel B. Banks Youth Fund with a 
$100,000 donation. 

Creating this endowment was their 
commitment to support our community by 
ensuring that our Jewish youth had quality 
educational programs. As a result of  their 
generosity, grants have been awarded 
to many of  our Jewish agencies and 
synagogues/temples for over thirty years.

Annually Richmond Jewish Foundation’s 
Banks Committee seeks innovative proposals 
that focus on services that have the potential 
to meet the ever expanding needs of  our 
Jewish youth. The committee looks for 
grant submissions that focus on identified 
needs that are not being met. In most cases 
a grant proposal includes a shared financial 
responsibility between the organization 
requesting funding and Richmond Jewish 
Foundation’s Banks Fund.

Many of  the quality programs provided 
by our religious schools, the Dora L. Lewis 
Family and Child Development Center 
at the Weinstein JCC, Jewish Family 
Services, Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond, Richmond BBYO, Rudlin Torah 
Academy and Hadassah have successfully 
sought funding from the Banks Fund. In the 
last thirty years alone the Fund has approved 
$300,000 to assist with these innovative 
programs.

One example of  how the Banks 
Committee supports a specific project 
involves the Dora L. Lewis Family and Child 
Development Center at the Weinstein JCC. 
The staff of  the Dora L. Lewis program 
recognized the challenges that parents 
faced in trying to find an environment that 
supported the needs of  pre-school children 
with special needs. For over a decade pre-
school staff members have presented several 
quality proposals to support services for 
children with disabilities. Based upon the 
quality of  the proposals and strong evidence 
of  an unmet need, services for children with 

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

The Power of Endowments  
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special needs have become an important 
aspect of  the Weinstein JCC’s operations. 
Many of  the new services were a result of  
initial funding from the Banks Fund.

The Banks Fund is an example of  a Field 
of  Interest Endowment Fund. Rather than 
naming a particular organization, Field of  
Interest Endowment Funds are created for 
a specified broad purpose. For example, RJF 
has Field of  Interest Endowment Funds 
designed to support the arts, education, 
senior programming and Israel. With this 
type of  fund you can be assured that grants 
will be made to the best organizations at the 
right times, forever.

At RJF there are many options for donors 
including donating to an existing fund like 
the Banks Fund or creating your own fund 
based on your passions and interests. 

For more information about choice, 
designation and special giving options 
call 804-545-8656 or email Robert@
rjfoundation.net.  

Chesed Awards Dinner: June 12

Rachel and Sol Banks (OBM)

Rudlin Torah Academy will honor Ann 
Eisenberg, Neil Sonenklar, M.D., Anne 

Woods and other leaders of  the Richmond 
Jewish community at its annual Chesed 
Awards Dinner on Tuesday, June 12 at 6 
p.m., at the Weinstein JCC.

The ABCD (Above & Beyond the Call 
of  Duty) Award will be presented to Heather 
Dinkin, a local artist and past president of  
the RTA Parent Volunteer Association. The 
Alumni Award will go to Rabbi Yossel Kranz 
of  Chabad of  Virginia, and Weene and 

Alvin Lehman will receive Grandparents of  
the Year honors. 

Rudlin Torah Academy is in its 
46th year of  providing quality full-time 
elementary education to Jewish children in 
the Richmond area. It offers quality general 
and Judaic education to approximately 120 
students in grades kindergarten through 
twelve. 

For more about the Chesed Awards 
Dinner, please call 784-9050. Tickets are 
$125 per person.

Stuart Eizenstat
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participating in the actual March from 
Auschwitz to Birkenau with close to 15,000 
people. 

Walking in memory of  the millions who 
died and in honor of  both the survivors 
and liberators further reminded me of  
the importance of  remembering specific 
individuals who perished during the 
Holocaust rather than only remembering 
the number 6 million.

Jessica Kocen, 18, is a senior at Godwin High 
School and will attend the University of  Virginia in 
the fall. She been active in BBYO where she served 
as Virginia Council N’siah (president) this past year. 
She received the Weinstein JCC’s Arenstein Family 
Excellence in Youth Service Award on May 22.

By Stefanie Adams

Instead of  returning to school after spring 
break, I, along with five friends from 

Richmond traveled to Poland and Israel. 
We embarked on a trip that would forever 

impact the rest of  our lives. The March of  the 
Living is a firsthand peek into the worst part of  
the history of  our people and the struggle to 
gain and retain our Homeland, Israel. 

We spent a week in Poland touring 
numerous concentration camps such as 
Birkenau and Treblinka, while also getting a 
sense of  life before World War II struck. We 
visited old cities that pre-war held thousands 
of  Jews - to a population of  now zero. 
Temples, schools, and communities once 
filled with the lively spirit of  Judaism now sit 
vacant as symbols of  what once was. 

We walked through gas chambers, 
crematoriums, and barracks that   simply 
held shoes of  those who perished.  We came 
face to face with the horrific past of  our 
people, stepped on the ground that led them 
to their death. On Yom Ha’shoah, we joined 
10,000 people from around the world to 

Teens  
Continued from page 1

Tucker Rubin gets a “lift” during a time of relaxation in Israel 
after their heart-wrenching time in Poland at the death camps.

(From left) Nicole Fratkin, Stefanie Adams, Jessica Kocen, Sara 
Belza and Rachel Richmon at the Western Wall .

more often and to actually listen to the 
sermons at Temple. I want to do what the 
Jews in the Holocaust couldn’t.

What I didn’t understand before I went 
on this trip was that Israel is one of  my 
homes. It doesn’t matter that I don’t live 
there or can’t speak the language; it is mine 
and always will be.

Nicole Fratkin, 18, is a senior at Deep Run High 
School and plans to attend the University of  Virginia 
in the fall. She has been an active leader in BBYO. 

By Jessica Kocen
“Never forget, never again,” is a simple 

yet profound phrase that I numerously 
repeated in my head over a two week 
experience in Poland and Israel called March 
of  the Living (MOTL). Joining thousands of  
people both young and old, I, along with 
Stefanie Adams, Sara Belza, Nicole Fratkin, 
Rachel Richmon, and Tucker Rubin, had 
the opportunity to engage in the most hands 
on, heart wrenching Holocaust education.  

Weeks prior to this life-changing 
experience, teens who were part of  BBYO’s 
March of  the Living were asked to watch 
movies such as Schindler’s List, visit our local 
Holocaust museum, and become equipped 
with knowledge on the horrors of  this atrocity. 

Though I have grown up with a 
Holocaust survivor in the family, never had 
I imagined how emotionally and physically 
intense this experience would be. 

In Poland with nearly 200 Jewish teens 
and realizing I was in a country that millions 
of  Jews have perished in, gave me the 
chills, caused my heart to ache, but most 
importantly gave me the fortitude to be a 
proud Jew.  

During the MOTL, visits were taken 
to many well known concentration and 
Holocaust death camps.  Beginning 

in Auschwitz I, which was the largest 
concentration camp, followed by visiting 
Auschwitz II- Birkenau, I began to grasp an 
ounce of  the pain and misery that millions 
of  Jews suffered through.

Pots and pans, suitcases, glasses, and 
shoes, all owned by Jews who suffered during 
the Holocaust, were among the hundreds of  
items displayed behind glass for thousands 
of  visitors to see.  It was almost as if  all of  
Auschwitz was transformed into a historical 
museum rather than a place where millions 
were executed. 

The scratches engraved into the cement 
wall and the blue chemical residue stained 
against the ceiling, left me in complete fear 
as I slowly walked through a once used gas 
chamber in Auschwitz.  

A feeling of  disgust, sadness, and 
confusion continued to fill my mind as I still 
could not grasp the number six million or 
find reasoning for someone to be able to kill 
so many people.  

Birkenau, less than two miles from 
Auschwitz, continued to solidify my 
aching inside, further displayed hundreds 
of  barracks used to house the Jews, and 
symbolized one of  the largest death camps. 
The sheer magnitude for each extermination 
camp was incomprehensible.

Visiting other camps that I had never 
heard of  prior to this trip, such as Treblinka 
and Majdanek, helped put the six million in 
perspective.  At Treblinka thousands of  large 
stones represented the deaths of  thousands 
of  people in one community.  The larger the 
stone, the higher number of  deaths in that 
community.  

In each camp that we visited and learned 
about, there was ample amount of  time to 
individually sit in complete silence, write in 
our journal, or simply try to take everything in.  

The most impacting and significant 
experience during the MOTL was 

march from Auschwitz to Birkenau.  Trudy, 
a survivor of  Birkenau, proudly led BBYO 
on our monumental walk. As thousands 
gathered in the camp, together we recited 
the Kaddish and were living proof  that we 
have not been defeated.  Although it was 
overwhelming, I feel it is my obligation to 
be educated – and to never forget.

I arrived in Israel with a feeling of  
profound sadness, but also with a great sense 
of  pride.  This amazing country was built 
from the horrific events of  the Holocaust.  
Although Israel is not without its problems, 
there is so much joy for life.  It was incredible 
to be in our homeland, walking the streets 
with thousands of  other Jews.  

We observed Yom Hazikaron, 
remembering all those who had given their 
lives for Israel so that we could have our 
own country. We then celebrated Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut with singing, dancing, and of  
course, falafel.  We had Shabbat at the wall, 
climbed Masada, swam in the Dead Sea, 
and learned the history of  Israel by visiting 
the Rabin museum. 

The feeling of  going from concentration 
camps to the Wailing Wall is indescribable. 
I value and appreciate Israel and all who 
have fought and will continue to fight for 
our Jewish Nation. 

This trip will forever shape my future.  
I will always walk with my head high and 
never forget. I am a Jew.

Stefanie Adams, 18, is a senior at Godwin 
High School and plans to attend Indiana University 
in the fall. She has been active in BBYO. 

The Jewish Federation of  Richmond 
provided scholarship assistance to teens 
traveling to Israel. 

The Richmond group at Birkenau show their support for Israel 
and Jews around the world.


