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Richmond City Leaders Journey to Israel: A
Feeling of Calm, Safety and Quiet Confidence

FEDERATION

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

O

of the biggest companies in Israel.
Strauss Group is a partner in Sabra
Foods of Chesterfield, Virginia – the
hummus company. Strauss Group
is an international company and is
even working with Max Brenner, a
chocolate boutique, which is opening a new location in Bethesda,
Maryland, in the next few weeks.
During the dinner, Aviad Sela,
chair of our Partnership Together
community in Hadera/Eiron, told
me about the new defensive systems
that are coming on line – David’s
Sling, for intermediate missiles and
the Arrow III Defense system for
longer-range missiles. With the quiet
confidence that you could see on his During their special journey to Israel, the thirty-seven members of the Richmond
face, I knew that the creative genius City Leaders group toured Caesarea. Built by Herod, Caesarea was the Roman

n June 9, thirty-seven Richmond City leaders embarked
on a special journey to Israel, led by
Steve and Kathie Markel and Mark
and Susan Sisisky.
As I look through my tattered
copy of our mission itinerary, I know
we had a trip of a lifetime and what
follows is my account of the trip and
our amazing experience.
We had access to some of the
best speakers in Israel, saw the most
important sights and worked with
one of the best Israeli guides. I am
buoyed by the confidence of many
of the Israeli leaders that we met.
At the opening dinner we heard
from Michael Avner, executive vice
president of the Strauss Group – one Israel More on page 3
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capital of Palestine. The extensive seaside ruins date back to Roman, Byzantine
and Crusader times. While there, they explored the 2,000-year-old Roman
Theater, Crusader harbor and 12th-century ramparts.

RTA Presents Annual Chesed Awards
T
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he theme of this year’s Rudlin Torah Academy’s Chesed
Awards Dinner was “Resilience,”
and it proved to be appropriate to
the absorbing personal stories told
by the honorees.
More than 150 guests filled
the Israel November Auditorium
at the Weinstein JCC on Sunday,
June 2, for an evening of recognition and fundraising.
Inge and Harold Horowitz and
Dr. Sy Sibelman received Chesed
Awards for their leadership work
in the Richmond Jewish community. Inge Horowitz said she feels
only gratitude for the opportunities and blessings she has received.
“I regard every hour given to
volunteer activities as payback,
a payback for my incredible luck

to have escaped with my
brother
and
parents from
the hell that
was Germany
in 1937, and
to have been
privileged to
live free in this
beautiful coun- (From left) Inge and Harold Horowitz with Edith and Helen Griffin presents Chesed Award to Virginia
try,” she said in Gene Glock, previous Chesed Award recipients.
Holocaust Museum’s Sy Sibelman.
accepting the
privileged to watch their own chil- people.
award.
He recently announced he will
“We are so fortunate! Both of dren grow into responsible, caring
be
leaving Richmond to accept
adults.”
us have enjoyed fulfilling profesthe
Leon Levine Distinguished
Sibelman,
executive
director
sional lives. We have lived among
Professorship
in Judaic, Holocaust
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Peace
Studies
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deep
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From the Ukraine to Virginia
Tech
Editor’s Note: Ivan Goncharenko, an
Israel Fellow at Virginia Tech, was born
in the Former Soviet Union and benefited immensely from American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)
and Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) services in the FSU before his family came
to Israel when he was 10 years old. In
this letter to the community, Goncharenko shares his reflections on his life
in the FSU. He wrote it to Samuel Asher,
Federation CEO, who is the face of the
Jewish community for the young man.
I would like to begin with a story about a
little boy. This boy was born in Ukraine. He
studied in a Ukrainian school, he spoke Ukrainian; he even looked like the other Ukrainians
and never felt that he was different. He knew
Ukrainian slang, but he wasn’t as familiar with
its history. This was understandable given that
he was only 10 years old.
“Why don’t you share your chocolate with
us? Are you a Jid?,” asked his friend one day
during a class break in the Ukrainian school
where he studied.
Jid is a stingy person in Ukrainian and that
is what he understood his friend said. This boy
loved songs by Taras Shevshenko - the hero of
a Ukrainian literature whose poems he read so
many times and whose poems frequently mentioned a Jid.
“... Protect us, my God that we will not
trade, like these Jids...’’
So the boy never understood why his mom
had prohibited him to use the word “Jid”. Even
the most famous Ukrainian poet used this word
and they used this word during a class of a
Ukrainian poetry.
When the boy was 11 years old, during one

• July 6 | 9 a.m.
Keneseth Beth Israel Services
and Special Shabbat Luncheon
Keneseth Beth Israel

• August 12-16 | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Camp Sababa Sponsored by RCJE
Temple Beth-El, Parham Road
• August 20 | 6 p.m.
RCJE Professional Development
Seminar with Dr. Lauren Granite
Congregation Or Atid

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

Israel Fellow Ivan Goncharenko.

school discussion with a cute, blond, Ukrainian girl, something strange happened and it
changed the life of this boy forever. ‘You are
Jid,’ she said.
On the contrary, you are the one who never
shares your food!, answered the boy. “No, you
are really Jid! You are Evrei (Jew). I even don’t
want to speak with you”.
That night the boy could not sleep. He felt
alone and ashamed. Am I really a Jid he wondered? When he asked his mother if he was a
Jid, she was quiet. She held his head, looked
into his eyes kissed him and said, ‘You are not
a Jid. You are a beautiful Jewish child. Don’t
listen to anyone.’
From that day on the life of this boy had
changed. For the first time in his life he heard
the word Synagogue. He began studying in

Let My Knowledge
and Expertise Go
to Work for You!

754-4551
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• July 25 | 6 p.m.
JCFR Network Happy Hour
Legend Brewing Company

• July 18 | 7 p.m.
Weinstein JCC Family Night at
the Flying Squirrels Game
Diamond on the Boulevard
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• Through July 31
The Art of Samuel Bak Exhibit
Virginia Holocaust Museum

a Jewish school and for first time in his life he
met a Rabbi, but that was not all. For the first
time he heard that Jews had their own country,
and it was amazing! Jews who lived there were
strong, smart and they even had their own
army! For the first time in his life the boy understood that he was different. He understood
that he was not a Ukrainian child.
After he began his studies in a Jewish
School he heard the following sentence a lot:
‘This is a contribution from Americans Jews.’
When he went to a Jewish camp he heard it
again:. ‘the money for this camp is a contribution by American Jews.’
He wondered who were these mystical
American Jews who gave money to teach me
about Judaism, Zionism and Israel. For the
boy, they became mystical and kind angels who
gave money and didn’t ask for anything in return. They didn’t have names for me.
And when one week ago this boy (while
listening to the Israel Ambassador to the U.S.
speak), who is not a boy more, sat in Richmond and listened to Samuel Asher’s words
and heard about this man’s devotion to what
he does - it was a new and special exploration
for him.
I am that Ukrainian boy, and this boy has a
happy life story. He lives in Israel, served in the
Jewish Army, and Ukraine is just a little story
of his childhood that sometimes looks like a
dream, a dream that never happened.
In Richmond, for the first time in my life
I know a name for these American Jews who
collect money and send it to children like me
in Russia and Ukraine. His name is Samuel
Asher ( who is the face of the Richmond Jewish
Community). He wakes up every morning and
goes to his office. He drinks his morning coffee
and thinks about these people who he has never
met. He is real and not an angel. “American
Jews” now have a name for me.
Samuel, I want to thank you for our meeting and the lecture that you gave to me and my
students at the Federation. In addition, I would
like, in the name of this boy from 15 years ago,
to thank you. I want to thank this “American
Jew” whose name I know today.

You made me think differently about
your special job. I am very grateful to you
for this.
The 65 Israel Fellows across North
America are university graduates and
veterans of the Israel Defense Force who
come from a wide range of backgrounds
and include new immigrants from FSU,
Ethiopia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Hillel.
The Jewish Agency has more than doubled the number of Fellows on campuses
in the past few years..
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(From left) Bob Sledd with Dawn and Stuart Kobi Kimchy, the guide, takes a photo of the
Siegel.
full group and himself at Caesarea.

Mark Sisisky gives the blessing over the challah
before the Shabbat dinner.

of Israel’s Iron Dome missile defense system
would be improved upon by the Israel Defense
Force to prepare for whatever the future holds.
As always, we met old friends. Outside the
Jaffa restaurant where we held our opening
dinner, I saw a group engaged in a spirited
conversation. I recognized a familiar face –
the honorable Michael Oren, Ambassador of
Israel to the United States, who was in Israel
for his daughter’s wedding. Ambassador Oren
gave me a great big hello remembering our recent celebration of Israel’s 65th Anniversary
of Israel in Richmond. He was glad to spend
a few minutes chatting with our group.
The next day included a briefing from the
editor-in-chief of the Ha’aretz newspaper, and
a visit to Independence Hall, where David
Ben Gurion proclaimed the State of Israel in
May of 1948. We also had a special briefing
from U.S. Embassy staff regarding U.S.-Israel
relations. Again, there was an air of confidence and a feeling of accomplishment and
purpose in Israel.
On the next day we drove north to Caesarea. Built by Herod, Caesarea was the Roman
capital of Palestine. The extensive seaside ruins date back to Roman, Byzantine and Crusader times. We explored the 2,000-year-old
Roman Theater, Crusader harbor and 12thcentury ramparts. We continued north to
Nazareth and Safed. Safed, pronounced “Tzfat” in Hebrew, sits at a higher altitude than
any other city in Israel and has been known
since the 16th century as a major center of
Kabbala, Jewish mysticism. Safed’s mystical
aura adds to its special status as one of Israel’s
four holy cities, along with Jerusalem, Tiberias
and Hebron. The old synagogues, narrow alleyways and artists’ studios add to the hilltop
city’s unmistakable charm.
Eventually we visited an amazing JDC
program. JDC-Israel seeks to enhance the
quality of life for Israel’s vulnerable populations by developing innovative model programs to meet their most acute needs. “Rihadiya” - JDC’s Employment Program for Arab
women provides a multitude of training and
www.JewishRichmond.org

Susan Sisisky smiles as she works with an Ethiopian student at the ENP program in Beit She’an.

‘soft-skills’ workshops for Arab-Israelis with
no workforce experience and low education
levels. The workshops are followed by personal employment mentoring, job placement
and ongoing support. JDC’s work with this
program helps to build co-existence between
Arabs and Jews.
The next morning we visited Magdala.
The ancient ruins include a remarkable archaeological find – one of the earliest Second
Temple synagogues ever excavated in Israel!
Centrally located in the heart of ancient civilization, Magdala was strategically important
because of the bountiful springs, the fertile
land and the fishing industry, which made it
one of the principal cities in the Galilee before the Romans came. Over time, Magdala
became the town where the first Christians
gathered.
We also visited many sites in the Kinneret
region including the Mount of the Beatitudes,
Tabgha and Capernaum, or Kfar Nahum,
which was a fishing village in the days of the
Second Temple. We visited a well-preserved
synagogue in Kfar Nachum, which is also a
site of pilgrimage for Christians, as it was one
of the places where Jesus, Peter and the Apostles lived and preached.
From there we went to the Golan Heights
and the Golan Magic Visitor Center, located
about 2 kilometers east of Katzrin. This huge
complex was built to enrich knowledge of the
Golan Heights.
At the Golan Heights we could see a bunker from past wars and peered into Lebanon
and Syria. The skirmishes between the Syrian
government and the anti-Assad forces were
evident from the lookout point. But, on the
Israeli side – calm and confidence.

The next morning – day five – we started at Beit She’an National Park. One of Israel’s most spectacular archeological sites,
Beit She’an National Park offers a foray into
exciting periods in Israel’s history. Inhabited
by Jews during the Talmudic era, it is the location of a recently excavated Roman city with
a 10,000-seat theater, a huge colonnaded gym,
ancient streets and marvelous mosaics, as well
as the remains of a synagogue dating from the
fourth century.
And then our next stop was Sde Eliyahu,
a religious kibbutz nestled in the Valley of
Springs (Beit She’an Valley) and the pioneer
of organic agriculture in Israel, which welcomes you to a unique and fascinating tour in
the clean air and the chemical-free environment of organic farming at its best.
In the town of Beit She’an, we saw a model Ethiopian National Project (ENP) program.
A similar ENP program is funded by the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond in
Hadera/Eiron. ENP has launched a major,
focused program of prevention, intervention and reinforcement with the EthiopianIsraeli community called SPACE – School
Performance and Community Empowerment. SPACE includes preparatory lessons
for Bagrut, outreach centers for at-risk youth,
alcohol and drug abuse programs, educational
and social mediators and educational workshops designed to empower parents and community lay leadership.
From there we went to an IDF base. IDF
not only defends Israel but also acts as an educational and social force imbuing love of and
commitment to the State. We had a guided
tour of the outpost and met with soldiers, including officers.
We were very excited upon entering Jerusalem, and said the “Shehecheyanu,” the
traditional prayer recited on a joyous occasion.
In Jerusalem we heard from Khaled Abu
Toameh, an Israeli-Arab journalist and documentary filmmaker. Professor Reuven Hazan,
chair, Department of the Political Science
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, also
briefed us on: “Making Sense of Israeli Democracy.”
In Jerusalem we had a meaningful visit to
the Kotel and then headed underneath the Old
City’s chaotic maze of buildings to the Western
Wall Tunnel. The extension of the retaining

wall was built 2,000 years ago by Herod the
Great to support the massive compound where
the Temple stood. The excavated tunnel is one
of the city’s most phenomenal sites.
We ended the day with a beautiful Shabbat dinner – experiencing the calm of Jerusalem on Shabbat.
On our last day, we ended the trip with
a memorable visit to Yad Vashem, Israel’s
national Holocaust memorial museum. We
had a guided tour of the state-of-the-art exhibits and stories from the Shoah, and stood
on the Avenue of the Righteous Gentiles and
saw Yad LaYeled, the chilling memorial to the
one-and-a-half-million children who perished
during the Shoah.
As Secretary of State John Kerry shuttles back and forth to Israel and there seems
to be a new push for peace talks, the citizens of Israel act as if they are from Missouri– the “show me” state. They are not
sure the right players are in place to change
the status quo and the status quo will do for
right now. Israel has one of the most advanced, high-tech economies in the world.
The standard of living of Arab-Israelis is
at a comparatively high level and everyone
enjoys rights and freedoms that do not exist
in the Arab world. People just want to go
about their daily lives in peace and quiet.
But even as we continue to search for
a meaningful and lasting peace between
Israel (the Jewish State) and its neighbors,
there is calm and a quiet determination to
succeed.
Israel holds much meaning for all who
visit. Come back to Israel again and again!
Shalom.

Women’s Division
Special Evening

The JCFR Women’s Division held a special
evening for its Lions of Judah and Pomegranates
at the home of Rebecca Kalman-Winston on
June 6. The event included a fascinating talk by
Dr. Shira Kohn, assistant dean of the Graduate
School of the Jewish Theological Seminary who
spoke on the topic “Beyond Ladies Who Lunch:
Sisterhood and Citizenship in Post-War America.”
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CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND

RCJE Plans Teachers’ Workshop

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE
WINNER
Open Table’s Diner’s Choice Awards
SINCE 2005

•
Unparalleled Service

The workshop will teach Central and Eastern
European Jewish history focusing on Jewish life
with many personal stories.

2306 East Cary Street • (804)643-6900
PRIVATE ROOMS
www.bookbindersrichmond.com
Available for up to 70 Guests

MADE AND DELIVERED
FRESH DAILY!
To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
9736 Midlothian Turnpike
Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com
FRUIT FESTIVAL

®

Kosher Certified

Make life a little sweeter.
Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC.
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

O

n Tuesday, Aug. 20, from 6-9 p.m., the
Richmond Council of Jewish Education
(RCJE) will host its annual Teacher’s
Professional Development Workshop at
Congregation Or Atid. The seminar will
feature a lecture and discussion with Lauren
Granite of Centropa.
Centropa, a Jewish historical institute
based in Vienna, Austria, addresses these
challenges by using modern technologies
to engage students in the stories of the past,
empowering them to tell stories themselves,
and connecting them to each other across
three continents.

Connecting 21st century students to 20th
century history, today’s students don’t see
borders. They use Facebook, Google and other
Internet sites to jump over traditional classroom
walls as if they weren’t there. And as 21st
century students jump ahead, educators see the
20th century slipping away. With the passing of
Holocaust survivors, we’re all concerned that the
events and lessons of the Holocaust will be lost.
Centropa teaches Central and Eastern
European Jewish history beyond the Holocaust:
where Jews went to school and worked, how
they fell in love, the sports they played, how they
survived the war and what they did to rebuild
their lives after. Using these personal stories,
teachers bring to life 20th century history and
civics lessons for their 21st century students.
This workshop is open to any educator
whether you are teaching at a public, private
or religious school setting. Dinner will be free
for teachers teaching at a Synagogue religious
school, the Weinstein JCC, Aleph Bet Preschool
or Rudlin Torah Academy. For all others, dinner
will be $10.
For more information or to register,
contact Sara Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or
srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org.

Judges Offer a View from the Bench

O

n June 5 the Enterprise Circle welcomed Judge Barbara
Gaden, Judge Robert
Pustilnik, Judge Gregory
Rupe and Judge James
Yoffy to the inaugural
Cardozo Lawyers affinity
group session.
Irv Blank was the
moderater and the judges
spoke about their work,
misconceptions
about
sitting on the bench and
how religious ethics fit
into their lives.

(From left) Cullen Seltzer, Enterprise Circle chairman; Judge Barbara
Gaden, Judge Robert Pustilnik, Judge James Yoffy, Judge Gregory
Rupe and Irv Blank, who moderated the breakfast event.

Enterprise Circle and the JCFR plan to host more law-themed
events. For more information about Enterprise Circle, contact Matt
Langsam at (804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org.

Yom’ Atzmaut at Virginia Tech

.
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On April 17, Virginia Tech celebrated Israeli Independence Day in an energetic and positive way. Students
across the campus were swept up in the enthusiasm and
excitement.
The Friends of Israel club and Hillel had festivities
outside the student center on the main pedestrian strip
between campus and downtown. A DJ played Israeli
pop music that was heard all around campus. The free
falafel stand was a hit, with a consistent line of 100 people. The biggest draw was free rides on a camel. Students
played paddle ball, a typical game played on the beaches
of Tel Aviv. Students also handed out thousands of small
Israeli flags on sticks, Israeli hats and other little goodies.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Summertime: Five Tips to Keep
the Kids, and Yourself Happy
J

ill Campbell, Child, Adolescent, and
Family therapist at JFS, shares some tips
to make summer with your children a success.
Develop a routine and stick with it: The
days are easier when you and your children know what’s going to happen. Your
kids followed a routine the entire school
year. You don’t need to replicate it, but setting consistent wake-up and bedtimes as
well as mealtimes helps kids stay on track.
Manage meltdowns: No matter how
much you plan, meltdowns happen. Kids
are kids, not miniature adults. They need
to be taught there’s a right way and a
wrong way to express anger, boredom,
fear, excitement, and other emotions. Every family has disagreements—learning
to handle them constructively goes a long
way toward family harmony. Like adults,
children have bad days. Allow them to
cope in their own way, and help them if
needed.
Give kids some space: Children learn
to be independent by having time to themselves. Although it’s tempting to structure
all their free time, give them opportunities

to pursue activities on their own (age permitting) and to play with friends.
Set goals: With each child, make a list of
goals he or she wants to accomplish over
the summer. A mix of academic and physical goals is great. Activities like learning to
tie their shoes, shooting a basket, reading
five books, or mastering the fast pitch give
kids a wonderful sense of accomplishment.
Create a summer fun list: Compile a
long list of things you and your kids want
to do. Your list can include day trips, excursions to local parks and playgrounds,
rainy day crafts, movie nights, and family
game nights. You can have tons of fun in
your own backyard—put on your bathing
suits and run through the sprinkler. Plan a
cookout. Pitch a tent and camp out in the
yard. The possibilities are endless.

Chesed

FAN (Family and Alumni Network) Club
in 2012, to build links between alumni of
RTA, Shaarei Torah of Richmond and Yeshiva of Virginia.
A special award also was given to Annabelle Toth, in gratitude for her assistance
to Sandra Shull, who runs RTA’s kitchen.
RTA board member Gail Moskowitz,
acting as emcee for the evening, thanked
Rabbi Hal Klestzick for his long and dedicated service to RTA. Beginning this fall,
the boys’ and girls’ high schools, Yeshiva of
Virginia and Shaarei Torah of Richmond,
will be functioning as separate institutions,
and Rabbi Klestzick is leaving RTA to become principal of the high schools.
Rudlin Torah Academy is in its 47th
year of providing quality full-time elementary education to Jewish children in the
Richmond area. It was chartered in 1966
as the Richmond Hebrew Day School.
The Academy is accredited by the Virginia Association of Independent Schools.
RTA students continue to excel in national
standardized testing with classes generally
performing above the 90th percentile, and
95 percent of its students who apply to specialty public high schools in the Richmond
region are accepted.
Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond..

Continued from page 1

(Left) RTA Principal Rabbi Hal Klestzick presents
ABCD Award to Todd Weinberg.

basketball team at RTA for several years,
received the ABCD (Above and Beyond the
Call of Duty) Award. He thanked the RTA
staff and the many RTA parents who have
helped him organize and run the basketball
program.
Yonatan and Marlena Cantor, who received the Alumni Award, said they were
extremely appreciative of the education
they received at RTA and are happy to be
back in the community with their new baby
daughter. The Cantors launched the RTA
www.JewishRichmond.org

agency
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Life Gets
Complicated…
when your

Simplify with Care Management by JFS.

parents
get older…

Have a fun, happy, and safe summer.
For information, call (804) 282-5644, ext.
239.
Jewish Family Services is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.

There are lots of complex decisions to make as your
parents grow older.
• Is their house safe to live in?
• What medical care do they need?
• What’s the best way to manage their finances?
The professional, compassionate Care Managers at
JFS can help you make sound decisions to keep your
parents happy, comfortable, and safe.

To simplify their lives - and yours,
Call 804.282.5644, today!
6718 Patterson Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226 • 804.282.5644 • www.jfsrichmond.org

Beth Sholom Holds Festival,
Casino Royal Dinner

The night began with some snacks, refreshments
and music by the Doctors of Jazz. Our residents
sang along to jazz and blues music while they
sipped on some summer beer too.

(From left) Ruth Wolff and Jane Duffy, enjoy
themselves at the Blues, Brews and BBQ festival.

T

was a buffet style dinner with carved strip
steak, fried chicken, mixed vegetables, french
fries and mashed potatoes. Dessert was
cheesecake and entertainment was provided
by the Doctors of Jazz.

he Blues, Brews, and BBQ festival at the
Beth Sholom Gardens on June 4 was a
success. It was a beautiful evening with great
people, food and music. This was an event for
the assisted living facilities at Beth Sholom,
which include the Gardens and Parkside.
On June 11, Parkside Assisted Living
hosted its first Casino Royale Dinner. There

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

.
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Join the 2013-14 Patrons of
the Arts Season
followed by a classical piece
followed by Broadway, Disney
or Israeli music – and the best
part – you choose the songs. A
menu of 40 songs is provided
to participants at the start and
all throughout the concert the
audience picks the songs at
random.
This fun concept is just one
of the many exciting options
included in the Patrons of the
Arts subscription for 2013 -14.
The cast of the Shuffle Concert Ensemble that will kick-off the Patrons receive great benefits
and new for the season,
POA 2013-14 season on Oct. 6 at the Weinstein JCC.
all patrons will be given a
discount
on
all
purchases to the Weinstein
efore you know it, the fall season will be
JCC
Gift
Shop.
Keep an eye out for more
upon us and the 2013-14 Patrons of the
announcements
this summer about next
Arts season will be kicking off. Get a jumpseason
and
all
of
the wonderful events to
start on being a part of the many unique
come.
and exciting events ahead and renew your
For details, call Erin Mahone at (804)
Patrons of the Arts subscription or become
545-8644
or emahone@weinsteinjcc.org.
a subscriber for the first time today.

B

With extraordinary events starting
with our POA Kick-off event, the Shuffle
Concert. Imagine for a moment being
at a concert where you hear a pop song

The Weinstein JCC is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

Weinstein JCC

happenings

Another Great Season for JFT

Deb Clinton and Marc Greenberg, JFT committee
member.

T

he Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts
proudly thanks Jewish Family Theatre,
helmed by Artistic Director Debra Clinton,
for a fantastic season.
This year was no exception in the
outstanding presentation of theatre
honoring Jewish artists and experiences.
The musical, “Children of Eden” once
again brought children and adults together

on the November
stage to present a lesser
known but wonderful
production.
“My
Name is Asher Lev,”
the JFT’s contribution to the Richmond
Acts of Faith Festival, attracted people from
throughout the community to gain a deeper
understanding of Jewish faith and culture.
Finally, the sleeper hit of the season was
“Brighton Beach Memoirs,” with guest
director Fred Kaufman, and starring Chris
Russo, Debra Clinton, Mary McMillan
Horton, Brett Goldfine, Hannah Polaski,
Kate Belleman, and Neil Sonenklar. This
amazing cast brought down the house and
had several sold out nights.
All productions were in the Sara Belle
November Theater.
Be sure to renew your Patrons of the
Arts subscription for the 2013-14 Season
securing your ticket to all of the wonderful
JFT productions and so much more.
For details, call (804) 285-6500.

Stay Cool this Summer
at the Weinstein JCC!
Run
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embe e
M
New ne Fre
O
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Swim B Walk B Stretch
and so much more!

B

Lift

Call 285.6500 or visit weinsteinjcc.org today!
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Rain Fails to Damper Annual
WJCC Staff Member Selected for
Jewish Community Golf Classic Prestigious National Fellowship
T

– Straus, Itzkowitz and LeCompte and
Guide One Insurance and the 40 additional
sponsors – for supporting this event. The day
featured great food and drinks, prize play at
every hole and an incredible raffle.
The committee, chaired by Ronnie
Adolf, created a terrific and fun event, with
the proceeds benefitting the programs and
services of both the Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community and the Weinstein JCC.
The tournament’s winning foursome: David
Congratulations to the championship
Fratkin, Ken Fetzer, Todd Defrancesca and Melvin
foursome representing Dominion Payroll
Fratkin
little rain never hurt anyone – including Services: Todd Defrancesca, Ken Fetzer,
the nearly 100 golfers who teed off at David Fratkin and Melvin Fratkin.
For information on how to get involved
Jefferson Lakeside Country Club for the 16th
in
next
year’s golf tournament, contact Leslie
Annual Jewish Community Golf Classic
McGuigan
at (804) 545-8659 or lmcguigan@
Tournament on June 3.
weinsteinjcc.org.
Special thanks to this year’s Title Sponsors

A

5400 Men’s Club Programs
July 1 - Dr. Stephen Long, University of
Richmond, “The Iran Puzzle.”
July 8 - Rabbi Andrew Goodman, UR, “Forgiveness and Commemoration: The University of Richmond Pilgrimage to Poland.”
July 15 - Dr. Lockett Garnett, Ortho Vir-

ginia, “Updates in Orthopaedics.”
July 22 - Karen Kemp Rice, The Virginia
Home for Boys and Girls.
July 29 - Brian Burns, “Curiosities of the
Confederate Capital: Stories of the Spectacular, the Tragic and the Bizarre.”

he Weinstein JCC is proud to announce
that Alexandra “Alex” Ross has been selected to be a part of the 8th cohort of the
Merrin Teen Professional Fellows Program,
a competitive national leadership and training program of the JCC Association. She is
one of 14 professionals working with teens
in affiliated JCCs and camps across North
America to be selected.
The program kicked off in January and
includes five seminars over 14 months. This
selective professional development program
focuses on developing leadership and management skills, learning how to serve teens
more effectively, strengthening their professional network and building their career
path, and deepening their Jewish knowledge.
In addition to seminars in the U.S., the
group will spend 10 days together in Israel,
with an in-depth focus on building bridges
between North American teens and their Israeli counterparts.
Since 2011, Ross has served as the Children, Family & Camp director at the Weinstein JCC. Prior to moving to Richmond,
she began her work with children as an art
teacher at Maple Heights City School in

Cleveland, and also
worked part-time as
an associate director for one of the
Mendel JCC’s day
camps.
She is thrilled to
be a part of the program that will allow
her to, “gain new
ideas to bring back Alex Ross
to the Weinstein
JCC and greater Richmond community and
better serve the many kids and families involved at the Center.”
The program was started in 1999
through the generous support of Seth Merrin and Anne Heyman. Their partnership
with JCC Association initiated this exceptional program to give those working with
teens the skills to better serve a critical sector
of the Jewish community.
The program has enhanced the profile
of those working with teens in their respective organizations and throughout the JCC
Movement, enriched and deepened their
Jewish identities.

Weinstein JCC Summer Camps ✿ Adventure is Now!
Camp Hilbert and Specialty Camps: Grades K - 9
Camp Ganim: Ages 2 - 5 ✿ Teen Camps ✿ Voices Together

For information visit weinsteinjcc.org or call (804) 288-CAMP today!
www.JewishRichmond.org
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Beth Ahabah is Open to New
Members in its 225th Year
C
ongregation Beth Ahabah is proud
to celebrate its 225th Anniversary
this year. As the sixth oldest Jewish
congregation in the United States, Beth
Ahabah traces its origins to 1789.
Affiliated with the Union for Reform
Judaism, it offers Reform Jewish services and
educational programs to the congregants
and the community. Beth Ahabah operates
the oldest Hebrew cemetery in Virginia
and maintains the Beth Ahabah Museum
and Archives, a collection chronicling the
Southern Jewish experience.
As the High Holy Days approach,
Congregation Beth Ahabah wants to
remind the community that now is the
best time to join the synagogue and
take advantage of all it has to offer,
including Religious School registration for
2013/2014.
The list of experiences and activities is
long. Beth Ahabah offers meaningful and

accessible Sabbath and holiday worship
services as well as a vibrant Religious School
and active, inclusive youth groups for
grades 3-12. The adult and youth choirs,
brotherhood and sisterhood and the Family
Connection offers a wide array of programs
and guest speakers throughout the year
as well as informal Chavurot ( friendship
circles) that inspire and encourage Jewish
community among congregants. There
are also an abundance of educational
opportunities like Introduction to Judaism,
Advanced Judaism and Torah Study.
If you are looking for a “Jewish
home” give Beth Ahabah a try. For
more information, contact Russell Finer,
executive director, at (804) 358-6757 or
email r.finer@bethahabah.org Also visit www.
bethahabah.org
We look forward to meeting you and
celebrating the New Year together.

Or Ami Happenings
M
ark your calendars for July 13 at
7:30 p.m. Congregation Or Ami
will hold the Bet Café, which is Hebrew
for Coffee House. This event will include
live music from the house Klezmer band
– Klezm’Or’Amim, Jazz vocalist Erin
Mahone with Dr. Jon Lebolt on piano and
the wonderful storytelling of Les Schaffer
“The Storyman.”

Come for refreshments, entertainment,
and spend the evening with friends young
and old; old and new. Tickets are $10 with
refreshments available for a suggested
donation. All funds raised will support the
Or Ami Ways and Means General Fund.
Call (804) 272-0017 or email office@orami.com for additional information.

Enjoying Summer, Planning
for Fall at Beth-El
Summer is here, school is out, and it’s time
to hit the beach and swimming pool. But here
at Temple Beth-El Religious School, all are
busy putting the finishing touches on our plans
for another year of learning and fun. If you
or anyone you know is looking for an engaging
Jewish educational experience for their child,
please be in touch with Hazzan Marian Turk
at hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org.
This summer, Temple Beth-El Religious
School will once again host the Richmond
Council for Jewish Education’s summer camp.
Camp Sababa will meet the week of August
12-16, and it’s a 5-day opportunity for children

.
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to engage in fun Jewish activities, learn about
Israel, and explore their Jewish heritage with
children from all over the Richmond Jewish
community. For information, feel free to
contact Hazzan Marian.
Also this summer, Beth-El will hold two
Shabbat Under the Stars services at the
religious school. On July 19 and August 16,
congregants and guests will gather at 6 p.m. for
a musical Friday night service to welcome in
Shabbat on the grounds of its beautiful school
at 601 N. Parham Road. All are welcome to
get to know our wonderful community while
enjoying a great service.

Or Atid’s Leadership Team
A
t its annual meeting in May, Congregation
Or Atid approved the slate of officers
that will lead the Congregation for the next
two years. A wonderful mix of many walks
of life, the new Executive Committee is eager
to continue the outstanding work completed
by the previous leadership team of Margo
Shayne, Lisa Roday, Jennifer Cohodas, Ron
Fink, Norm Geller, Mary Auerbach, and
Merle Kahn. The newly elected Executive
Committee is as follows:
Norm Geller, president – Dr. Geller is
a founding member of Or Atid and has been
actively involved in many aspects of the of the
congregation as vice president, board member,
committee chair and Men’s Club president.
Both of his children, Rebecca and David,
attended the religious school culminating in
Bat/Bar Mitzvah and confirmation. His
wife Sue has also been an intricate part of Or
Atid as chair of several committees and board
member. He is an assistant professor at VCU
in the School of Education, an educational
consultant at the Virginia Treatment Center
for Children and is in private practice.
He embraces the role of president with
great joy and anticipation of spiritual and
congregational growth. As it is written over the
Tree of Life in the lobby of Or Atid, “we will
grow from strength to greater strength” just as
we have done for the last 27 years.
Margo Shayne, advisor – As
immediate past president, she continues her
dedication to the Or Atid as advisor. Under
her presidency, the congregation has seen
substantial growth in membership and exciting
new avenues of programming. She has two
grown daughters, Beth and Hillary, both
of whom celebrated their bat mitzvahs and
confirmations at Congregation Or Atid.
Jennifer Cohodas, vice president –
She and her family have been members since
moving to Richmond in 1998. They have
found the family-friendly environment of Or
Atid to be its greatest asset. Her daughters,
Samantha and Rebekah, are students in the
Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School.
Cohodas has served on various executive
committees throughout her time. She
previously worked extensively with the Youth
Education Committee, her true passion in

synagogue life. She also has been instrumental
in bringing about the exciting summer series –
Shabbarbeques! She is a public school educator
of twenty years and is a high school principal
in a nearby school system.
Ron Fink, vice president – He will
be serving a second consecutive term as vice
president for Or Atid , and is proud to be
among the original and remaining 40 founding
families. Fink has been chair of the Ritual
Committee, and his inspiring service as a High
Holy Day lay cantor spans more than two
decades. Most recently, he has been marketing
chair, a perfect fit given Fink’s professional
life – three decades of extensive marketing
experience that has culminated in his own
business, City Publications Richmond.
Benjamin Katz, vice president – He
was raised in Richmond, and he and his wife,
Rachel, came home in 2006 after spending
time in Northern Virginia. Their family has
since grown, adding son Jacob to the growing
number of Or Atid toddlers and preschoolers.
His family joined the synagogue, initially drawn
based upon Rabbi Royi Shaffin’s energy and
warmth and the openness of the congregants.
He spends his energy supporting the work of
the ritual committee, and is a lawyer in the
Office of the Attorney General where he
protects criminal convictions from challenge
on appeal.
Ann Macheras, treasurer – She has
lived in Richmond since 1990 and been a
member since her arrival. She has been chair
and co-chair of Social Action, and also taught
the Torah Tots class for several years. She is
an economist at the Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond where she has been a member of
the Research Department since early 2009.
Stacye Samuels, congregational
secretary – The wife of Jeffrey and mother
of Joey and Isaac, she has been a member since
1995. She has held many leadership positions
at the shul including sisterhood president
and editor of the update, as well as providing
substantial support during her husband’s
congregational presidency. She brings to the
board years of financial experience as the
bookkeeper of their family-owned business,
and years of collaboration in many community
committees.

Or Atid Happenings
Shabbarbeques are back at Or Atid. Join
Congregation Or Aid for its summer Friday
night tradition. Dinner begins at 6:15 p.m.
with informal, uplifting services to follow
at 7:30. Dress is casual. Dates are July 12,
19, 26, and Aug. 9. There is no charge, but
donations are always welcome.
On July 19, students from the Helen and
Sam Kornblau Religious School will have a

“reunion” and sign yearbooks. Prospective
members with children are encouraged to
attend as well. There will be gifts, prizes,
games and music. Find out all of the benefits
of enrolling your child in the only USCJ
Framework for Excellence school in the entire
Commonwealth.
Call (804) 740-4747 for information.
www.JewishRichmond.org

KBI Partners With JWRP for
Women’s Mission to Israel
T
he Jewish Women’s Renaissance
Project (JWRP) was established in
2008 with the purpose to empower Jewish
women to change the world. Its mission is
to create a Jewish women’s movement that
inspires a renaissance of positive values that
transforms ourselves, our families, and our
communities.
The flagship program, T.A.G. (Transform
and Grow) Missions to Israel, offers women
a special gift: a highly subsidized nine-day
action-packed trip to Israel. Women travel as
a group, grow as a group, and continue their
journey back to their communities as sisters,
having shared an incredible experience
together. They share a common vision of
self growth and personal development to
reach their potential as Jewish women, wives,
and mothers.
To date JWRP has brought close to
2,000 women from 40 cities and 7 different
countries. In 2013 1,000 more women from
around the world will attend. This trip is
primarily designed for women who have
children at home under the age of 18.”
Rabbi Dovid Asher of Keneseth Beth
Israel heard the leader of this group,
Rebbetzin Lori Palatnik, speak at a retreat

and brought the idea back to Richmond. For
the first time, ten women whose background
includes Hadassah, BBYO, board positions
on various Jewish institutions, and are
mothers of 20 children, will be going on the
June trip. Led by city leader Elly Goldberg;
it can be likened to a “Birthright for Moms.”
The Richmond delegation will also be
visiting Kfar Yeladim David, a village for
disadvantaged youth, where they will be
delivering presents and spending a day in
service, in addition to traveling through
Israel.
Included are interesting worshops,
madrichot, and ways to expound on these
positive values. Rebbetzin Palatnik said,
“Taking groups of women out of their daily
lives for nine days of learning and touring in
the Land of Israel literally transforms them.”
The website, www.jwrp.org provides
opportunities to work on these values,
information about the trip (only expense is
airfare), and other information.
To sponsor or participate in future
missions to Israel for Richmond’s Jewish
mothers, email RabbiAsher@kbirichmond.com.

Saturday morning,
July 6, ServiceS will
conclude with
Something other
than adon olam.

Scouts Hold End-of-Year Dinner

B

oy Scout Troop 613’s fun-filled year came
to a close on Thursday, June 6.
Opening the 2nd Annual Troop’s Dinner
was special guest Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblatt,
visiting from the Riverdale Jewish Center,
Bronx, N.Y. The Rabbi’s hilarious recounting
of his time in the scouts as a young boy was
meaningful and a great start to the evening.
Next, the boys’ achievements were
recognized in front of family, friends and other
supporters of Troop 613. After a delicious
roasted chicken dinner, the boys were called
up to accept their awards. Charlie Alexander
earned Law and Public Speaking merit
badges. Berel Bart, Michael Zedd and Noah
Haine earned the rank of Scout.
Another highlight of the evening was
Avigdor Schiffman accepting his First Class
Scout rank. Schiffman worked hard for First
Class for four years. He transferred from
his old Troop after he started at Yeshiva of
Virginia.
There to support Schiffman were some of
his fellow students. His parents were unable to
attend, so Assistant Scoutmaster Ben Melton
(who works with the youth on his bugling skills)
and his wife, Lisa, proudly stood by his side.
This event would not have been possible
without the indispensable help of Rivka Bart,
Luda Cahana, Liz Alexander, the Haine

(From left) Noah Haine, Michael Zedd and Berel
Bart become Scouts after taking their oaths at
the annual dinner..

family, Dana Zedd, Rachel Sattler, Asher
Ackman, Susan Press and the attending YVA
students.
Before leaving, one excited scout exclaimed
to committee member Heni Stein, “Thank
You! This has been a really fun year!” Exciting
plans are underway for the third year of Troop
613 beginning in the fall.
To join Boy Scout Troop 613, contact:
Russ Stein at (804) 651-5825 or email
russ613@comcast.net. To join Cub Scout Pack
613, contact: Yisrael Fletcher at (202) 2885373 or email wfletcher7@gmail.com. KBI is the
charter organization for Pack and Troop 613

Instead, they’ll conclude with schnitzel
and deli roll, salads, side dishes and
desserts galore. It’s all part of a free,
catered Shabbat luncheon that you’re
invited to, as our unOrthodox way of
giving you a taste of KBI. So come at
9:00 to start praying, or come at 9:45
to hear the Torah reading and sermon,
or come at 11:15 to eat. Either way,
we’ll make you feel very welcome –
as we’ve been doing for 166 years.

KeneSeth
Beth iSrael

6300 Patterson Avenue | 288-7953
www.KBIRichmond.com

www.JewishRichmond.org

.

July 2013 Tammuz/Av 5773 | the Reflector | 9

Brith Achim Celebrates 20 Years
With Rabbi Dennis Beck-Berman

T

he
community
is
invited
to
celebrate Rabbi Dennis
Beck-Berman’s
20th
Anniversary
with
Congregation
Brith
Achim on Friday and
Saturday, Aug. 16-17.
There will be special
Rabbi Dennis Beck- services Friday evening
Berman
at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday morning at 10 a.m., and a rabbi
roast and dinner (vegetarian/dairy Italian
menu) Saturday night.
The cost to celebrate with the
congregation is $25 per person. Brith Achim

is also preparing a Rabbi’s Anniversary Book,
in which you may place congratulatory ads
as follows: full page - $150; ½ page - $80;
¼ page - $45; 1/8 page (business card) $25; inside front cover - $200; inside back
cover - $200; outside back cover - $200;
congratulations (names only) - $8. Checks
may be made payable to Congregation Brith
Achim, and mailed to: Congregation Brith
Achim, P. O. Box 1507, Petersburg, 23805.
Reservations and ads must be received by
July 31.
Contact Sid Sperberg at sid.sperberg05@
mail.com or Diane Emory at emorytmc@aol.com
with questions or for more information.

Hadassah Happenings
stitutions.
To order, make your check for $45 or $60
per arrangement payable to Richmond Hadassah. Include the recipient’s name, address
and phone number and which holiday you
would like the flowers delivered. Include your
name and phone number. Send the information with your check to Carolyn Perlman,
12808 Fox Meadow Dr., Richmond , 23233.
For details, call Carolyn Perlman at (804)
360-3604.

Fundraiser Deadline: Aug. 22

P

lease support Hadassah’s annual fundraiser for the High Holy Days by buying
a beautiful floral centerpiece for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. You must place
your order by Aug. 22.
For only $45, Coleman Brothers will
deliver a lovely fall arrangement to loved
ones locally and out of town for $60. All
arrangements will be delivered by Sept. 3
for Rosh Hashanah and for by Sept. 13 for
Yom Kippur. It also makes a lovely hostess
gift for friends.
The money raised supports many Hadassah programs in Israel including its efforts in
pace-setting health, education and youth in-

Book Club: June 9
“Lost Wife” by Alyson Richman, a beautiful romantic novel, will be first on the list of
reading for Richmond Hadassah’s new Book
Club, which will meet Sunday, July 14 at 1
p.m. at the Weinstein JCC.
In prewar Prague, the dreams of two
young lovers are shattered when they are
separated by the Nazi invasion. Then decades
later, thousands of miles away in New York,
there is an inescapable glance of recognition
between two strangers. This is a tale of first
love, the resilience of the human spirit, and
the strength of memory. The community is
invited.
For further information, contact Marilyn
Townsell at (804) 467-7798.

focus on

foundation

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

T

he slogan “Create a Jewish Legacy” has
been used in our community for the
past six years.
The “legacy” word that we use is
synonymous with bequests, as typically
used by attorneys and other planners. By
definition a bequest is the act of giving or
leaving personal property by a will. Leaving
a charitable bequest in your will may have
certain modern day tax advantages, but the
fact is that bequest giving has been around
for centuries.
Jews living in Christian Spain during
the thirteenth century commonly made
charitable bequests in anticipation of their
death. Wealthy Jews preferred to establish
private charitable foundations, or hekdesh,
which is a special type of trust existing under
Israeli law. The term “hekdesh” is mentioned
in the book of Leviticus (Vayikra), where the
subject of taking an oath to pledge, set aside,
or dedicate a gift to God is discussed.
While most Jews have wills (a much higher
percentage than the general population),
fewer than expected leave bequests to the
charities of their choice. When asked why
they haven’t left anything in their wills, the
answer is usually very simple...they were not
asked.
But many who are asked, do. And,
the reason is because they support their
synagogue or various nonprofits during their
lifetimes and want to gift these organizations
a percentage of their estate after they are
gone so their important work can continue.
You may or may not be asked to leave
a bequest, but it is certainly something you
want to consider doing voluntarily.
Many
families in our community
have been members of a synagogue for
generations, others may have received
support services through some of our local
agencies, while others may be active in an

Classified
Condo for Sale in Hathaway Towers. $225,000; 3-BR, 2-Bath Condo, 1,729 sq ft.
Corner unit with lots of sunlight and magnificent views from huge 3rd floor windows.
Amenities include elegant lobby, 24/7 security, swimming pool, dog walk, picnic tables
and grills, party room. $439 monthly condo fee includes water, sewer, cable and onecovered parking spot. Call (301) 717 - 5258.
To advertise, call (804) 545-8655 today.

.
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Creating Your
Own Legacy

organization and want its good work to
continue even when we are no longer here.
Bequests come in all shapes and sizes—
not one size fits all. The easiest way to leave
a bequest is to leave something in your will.
Your attorney can craft “bequest language”
that will spell out your wishes and you can
visit www.createlegacy.org to download a free
Wills Guide or Wills Planner which will help
you create a plan for your will.
Other types of bequests include the gifting
of stock, a personal residence or vacation
home or even a life insurance policy. Perhaps
you purchased a life insurance policy many
years ago; today this policy could provide a
significant gift to a nonprofit.
RJF has worked with many individuals
who have left bequests of all sizes to help
support many worthwhile local and national
organizations. Usually an attorney calls RJF
to be sure that the bequest language includes
all the pertinent information.
In many cases, the client/donor has been
in touch with us to craft a document that
will govern how the funds will be used. RJF
drafts this document at no charge.
When one leaves a legacy to RJF to
manage, the funds are placed in a sacred
trust, meaning we will honor your bequest
and any endowment fund agreement that
you execute.
The named fund in honor or memory
of a loved one is carefully invested and
a prudent distribution is made each year
based on the RJF spending policy which is
reviewed annually. Creating a legacy ensures
that those that come after you will know your
wishes and ideals.
To learn more about how you can
establish your own endowment fund, call
the RJF offices at (804) 545-8656 or email
robert@rjfoundation.org.

Or Ami’s Real Theology

C

ongregation Or Ami’s Adult Learning
Committee’s Real Theology presents
“Driving Miss Daisy,” on July 21 at 6 p.m.
This is the story of the relationship of an
elderly white Southern Jewish woman named
Daisy and her black chauffeur named Hoke.
The screening is free and open to the pub-

lic. There will be an informal potluck before
the movie and a group discussion afterwards
led by Rabbi Ben Romer.
Or Ami is at 9400 Huguenot Road. For
details, call (804) 272-0017.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Community to Welcome
Friendship Circle Cyclists
T

he Friendship Circle of Virginia launches
with an event that raises awareness
and encourages friendship between teenage
volunteers and children with special needs.
Fifteen cyclists on a cross country bikea-thon will stop in Richmond for a weekend
to kick off the organization. The community
is invited on Sunday, July 21, 10 a.m., at
Chabad of Virginia, 212 Gaskins Road.
Participants will hear insights from the
cyclists about their experiences and what
Friendship Circle means to them, talks from
parents of children with special needs and a
chance to learn more about the group. Join
all for refreshments and a morning of fun
as the cyclists set off to the next leg of their
journey on their Bike-4-Friendship.
The group impacts the lives of thousands
of teenagers and children with special needs
throughout the U.S. The core program pairs
these teens with special friends for weekly
home visits during the school year which
are enhanced by a full range of innovative
group activities and events. Together, these
programs create a special atmosphere of
acceptance and love, demonstrating that
all people, regardless of the obstacles and
challenges they may face, are important and
worthy of friendship.
Teenagers are a perfect fit since this age
group is extremely aware of the prejudices
and stereotypes in today’s society and are
uniquely qualified to affect a change in the
culture. As the teens spend time enjoying
games, sports, baking, or whatever activity
their special friend chooses, a bond of trust
and friendship develops and they become
role models for their new friends. The teens
discover the unique abilities of their special
friends and get to see the social impact they’re
making on an entire family.
The children and young adults with
special needs thrive as they gain confidence in
social settings and are able to enjoy activities
with their very own friends. The experience
fosters the development of compassion,

Friendship Circle volunteer with his special
friend at a Friendship circle bowling event.

True friendship is in the Friendship Circle.

responsibility, appreciation, leadership, loyalty
and a stronger sense of community.
“Every member of our community can
play an important part in The Richmond
Friendship Circle,” said Dr. Sarah KranzCiment, PT, DPT, founder and director, who
has been a strong advocate for the special
needs community for more than ten years and
will introduce this rogram. “Together, we will
make a huge difference in the lives of children
with special needs, their families, and to the
lives of the teenage volunteers.”
To get involved, or information, email
sarah@friendshipcircleva.org.
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$1.2 Million Chabad community
news
Capital Campaign
C
habad of Virginia is pleased to
announce its first Capital Campaign
in more than 30 years. Chaired by Stuart
Siegel and the Chabad Advisory Board, the
Capital Campaign is designed to renovate
and redesign the Chabad Community Shul
to better serve the growing needs of our
thriving Jewish community.
“We are excited with the positive and
enthusiastic response we’re receiving from
the community,” Siegel said.
The campaign has reached nearly
$800,000 of its $1.2 million goal, which will
also eliminate existing debt.
Plans call for a complete makeover
of the existing space to accommodate a
new Social Hall for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
Weddings and other joyous lifecycle events.
New classrooms, offices and storage space
also will be included to provide for a
growing Hebrew School. The building
will receive a new roof, heating and air
conditioning systems and an expanded
kitchen. The newly enlarged Synagogue
will accommodate the growing attendance
during holidays and special occasions.

A rendering of the Ark at the redesigned Chabad
of Virginia’s Community Shul.

The entire community is invited to be a
part of this exciting campaign, which will
ensure that every Jew has a welcoming,
nurturing home to connect with their
heritage at their own pace.
For more information, contact Rabbi
Yossel Kranz at (804) 740-2000.

Nine Virginia Students take
Taglit-Birthright Experience

(From left) In Tsfat outside the art studio of Avraham Leventhal are Lillian Goldstein, VCU; Felisa
Conrad Burton, George Mason University; Jordan Conrad Burton, VCU; Tyler Rosenberg, VCU;
Robert Abramov, Rice University; Adam Uslan, University of Richmond; Cameron Ribler, University
of Richmond; Jordan Silberg, VCU; and Michael Wiener, Bard College.

T

hree Virginia Commonwealth University students and two University
of Richmond students recently travelled to
Israel on a Taglit-Birthright Experience. A
total of nine Virginia students went on the
trip.
“This was hands down the greatest trip
of my life. Before hearing about Birthright, I didn’t know any of this was possible
...when I arrived at the airport and started
to see the other faces of participants in my
group, I knew it was going to be a great

trip,” said Tyler Rosenberg, who lives in
Northern Virginia and just graduated from
VCU.
The Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond provides generous contributions
to six Hillels across the Commonwealth
of Virginia to support various programming and Birthright. In addition, the Federation provides direct gifts to the TaglitBirthright organization. For details, contact
Samuel Asher at (804) 545-8622 or sasher@
jewishrichmond.org.

.
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ISRAEL

NOV
2 - 12
2 13

JEWISH
COMMUNITY
FEDERATION
OF RICHMOND

Mission to

WANT TO GO ON A
LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE?
Want to join a group of
35 fellow Jews from
Charlotte, N.C, and
Richmond?
Want to explore up close
Israel’s history and culture?
Want unique access to
Israeli leaders and
government officials?
Want to forge a special
connection with the land
and people of Israel?

HIGHLIGHTS:
3 nights in Tel Aviv
2 nights in the North
4 nights in Jerusalem
Spend time in the Carmel Market,
Tel Aviv’s largest marketplace
• See the beautiful vistas from the
top of the Golan Heights
• Climb Masada
• Float in the Dead Sea

ONLY 10
SEATS LEFT!

•
•
•
•

Want to see first-hand
the extraordinary ways
Federation connects the
people of Richmond
with the people of Israel?
Have we got plans for you!
Our SHERRY B. ROSE
ISRAEL MISSION
Nov. 2-12, 2013
is not just a trip.
It’s a journey that can
change lives –
including yours!

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICE
$3259
(subject to change) includes

• $800 subsidy from the Sherry B.
Rose Israel Mission Fund of the
Richmond Jewish Foundation
• Includes round-trip domestic and
international airline travel from
Richmond to Israel on U.S. Air via
Philadelphia
• All hotels
• Most meals
• Land only price available
(please inquire)

REGISTER TODAY
The Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond is busy putting together
this Mission for members of the Jewish
community. Read all about the options
– then start packing!

In order to receive the subsidy, mission participants must
make a commitment to the 2014 Annual Campaign. Your individual commitment, based on your 2013 Annual Campaign
gift, must be the greater of an $800 or 15% increase.

Ellen Renee & Louis Adams
MISSION CHAIRS

FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO REGISTER
.
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Contact Matt Langsam at the Federation Office
mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org or (804)545-8652
www.JewishRichmond.org

