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No One Builds Community Like Federation | 

Saxon Shoes: Six Decades! 

2014 Campaign Kicks Off in September 

Campaign  More on page 16

Under the leadership of  Chair 
Ellen Renee Adams, the 2014 

Annual Campaign kicks off in Sep-
tember.

She most recently finished her 
term as JCFR Women’s Division 
chair, and has been a Campaign so-
licitor for the past 10 years. Adams is 
a Lion of  Judah, and was president 
of  Rudlin Torah Academy, and is a 
former board member of  the Wein-
stein JCC. She and her husband, 
Louis, have three children. Her 
2014 Campaign leadership team 
includes:

Women’s Division – Susan Ad-
olf  and Rebecca Kalman-Winston; 
Men’s Division – Joshua Peck and 
Richard Thalhimer and the Young 
Adult Division – Michael and 
Lauren Plotkin and Andy and Joc-
elyn Vorenberg, many events are 
planned and work is being done to 
reach this year’s goal of  $3,050,000 
goal  to support the Federation’s lo-
cal beneficiary agencies and our Is-
rael and global partners.

JCFR President Nathan Shor, 
said, “The goal for the 2014 An-

nual Campaign for our community 
is $3,050,000. I am confident our 
community can reach this goal. The 
Campaign team and  JCFR board 
is 100 percent behind our efforts to 
raise this money for our local and 
overseas beneficiaries.

“I hope you will join me at some 
of  the great programs we have 
planned (please check our website 
www.jewishrichmond.org for a full list), 
starting with our Campaign kickoff, 
the Grand Event on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, at the Virginia Historical 
Society and much more.”

Shor added, “As you think about 
how you will be able to help our 
Campaign this year, please remem-
ber ‘we are our brother’s keeper’ 
and our recipients needs are greater 
than last year. So, when you receive 
a call from one of  our volunteers, 
please remember to give just a little 
bit more.”

For a century, Federation has 
been at the center of  the Jewish 
community.  We are the safety net 
that enables Jews to fulfill their ob-
ligation to take care of  each other. 
We are a vibrant hub of  a commu-
nity that celebrates Jewish life.  

Federation cares for people in 
need here at home, in Israel and 

Ellen Renee Adams

Gary Weiner and his daughter, Amanda, 
represent second and third generation 
of service at Saxon’s.  

Jack and Gloria Weiner opened 
a tiny shoe shop in 1953 at 410 

East Grace Street in Richmond, near 
Cokesbury and Harris Flippen,  featur-
ing children’s shoes. 

Six decades later this small enter-
prise has grown into one of  the largest 
independent full-service shoe stores in 
the U.S. with more than 50,000 pairs 
on hand at its Short Pump flagship op-
eration. 

And Saxon Shoes is still owned and 
operated by the same family.  

“My dad’s brother had a shoe store 
in Clifton, N.J., and he did some re-
search,” said Gary  Weiner, Saxon 
president. “My mother’s dad loaned 
him some money to get started.”

He added, “He knew shoes and felt 
it was something he could do for a few 

years ... he just felt good.” 
He said, “They got their start fo-

cused 100 percent on children’s foot 
ware, including children’s orthopedic 
needs for special fittings, extra-wide feet 
and problem feet for kids.” 

Jack Weiner was the only em-
ployee and Gloria Weiner answered 
the phone. “My father couldn’t afford 
to hire anyone so my mother became 
a working woman in 1953, which was 
very early for women.”

Gary Weiner and his sister, Susie 
Weiner Adolf  got an early business 
education that has served them well. 
“ My sister, Susie, and I were in the 
basement of  our parents’ shoe store 
for many years because my parents 

Six Decades  More on page 15
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After graduating college, many students ask 
“What’s next?” 

It can seem overwhelming trying to piece 
together which direction to head post-grad-
uation. Under this all too common pressure, 
two Richmond locals made the decision to 
volunteer in Israel through Masa Israel Jour-
ney, which has programs of  varying length for 
young adults ages 18-30.  

Samantha Sisisky, who grew up in Rich-
mond and is a 2012 graduate of  The Univer-
sity of  Virginia, participated in Yahel:  Israel 
Service Learning – where she lived and worked 
among the Ethiopian Israeli community in 
Gedera. 

Melanie Phillips, a Charlottesville na-
tive and a 2012 graduate of  Virginia Com-
monwealth University, took part in the Israel 
Teaching Fellows, Israel Experience program 
in Rishon Lezion, where she was a volunteer 
english teacher in an elementary school. She 
became active in the Richmond Jewish com-
munity during college and is now the Young 
Leadership director at the Federation. 

Sisisky spent nine months in Gedera, near 
Rehovot, from September 2012 to June 2013, 
working and living in the Shapiro neighbor-

hood. The population is made up mainly of  
Ethiopian Israelis, a group Sisisky had not en-
countered in her previous trips to Israel. Yahel 
is a service learning program, incorporating 
both concepts – community service and learn-
ing – into every aspect of  its work.  

The community service part required 
around an average of  30 hours each week 
where Sisisky taught in a religious school, 

volunteered at a local nonprofit, and did one-
on-one tutoring. Many different activities 
comprised the learning component, includ-
ing becoming acquainted with the Ethiopian 
culture, immersing oneself  into Israeli life, and 
understanding social justice and social change 
as they relate to different groups like Bedouins, 
at risk youth, and more.  

Through these incredible experiences, Si-
sisky was able to get a taste of  real Israeli life. 
She came away from her time in Israel with a 
strong passion for social justice, and feels “The 
way [she] can practice Judaism is to pursue 
social change.”  Sisisky will be returning to Is-
rael in the fall to get a master’s from Tel Aviv 
University.

Phillips’ program, also Masa-sponsored, 
was quite different. The focus of  Israel Teach-
ing Fellows is for participants to be thrust into 
schools in disadvantaged neighborhoods and 
join the english team.  All students have eng-
lish instruction from 2nd or 3rd grade on, but 
classes are so big and chaotic that it’s easy to 
get lost in the balagan, or craziness of  an Is-
raeli classroom. Separating out small groups 
allowed children to receive individualized 
attention, helping them excel throughout 
the year.  In addition to teaching in Rishon 
Lezion, the fourth largest city in Israel, which 
is about 12 miles south of  Tel Aviv, the fellows 
participate in monthly educational trips and 
received teaching instruction at a local college.  

The year spent in Israel, from August 
2012 - June 2013, strengthened Phillips’ desire 
to work in the Jewish communal world, and 
she is delighted to bring her experience back 
to the Federation. While in Israel, she also 
spent a great deal of  time travelling around 
the country, absorbing as much as she possibly 
could of  Israeli life and culture.  

These two programs are just a small ex-
ample of  what Masa has to offer. With pro-
grams varying in topic from study abroad, 
volunteering, internships, and more, they have 
something for almost any interest. Both Sisisky 
and Phillips returned raving about their pro-
grams, and eager to share their experiences 
with our community.   

Masa Israel Journey Impacts 
Local College Grads  

As a Federation, we work to support Jew-
ish life not only here in Richmond, but in 
Israel as well.  A significant portion of  funds 
raised through the campaign goes to overseas 
organizations, including The Jewish Agency 
for Israel, which partners with the Israeli gov-
ernment to provide all the amazing programs 
offered through Masa.

 For more information about Masa pro-
grams, call or email Melanie Phillips, Young 
Leadership director at (804) 545-8623 or 
mphillips@jewishrichmond.org. 

Samantha Sisisky with two of her Ethiopian Israeli 
students in the yahel program in Gedera, Israel. 

Melanie Phillips helps two students in the Israel 
Teaching Fellows program in Rishon Lezion, Israel. 

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE

WINNER 
Open Table’s Diner’s Choice Awards 

SINCE 2005

•

Unparalleled Service

2306 East Cary Street • (804)643-6900
www.bookbindersrichmond.com

PRIVATE ROOMS 
Available for up to 70 Guests

CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND 

(From left) Melanie Phillips and Samantha Sisisky 
show medals they received after running Rishon 
Music Run in Israel.

• August 6-9       
Congregation Or Atid
Silent Auction
Congregation Or Atid 

• August 15 | 6:30 p.m.     
AIPAC, Eric Danko, Lobbyist 
Virginia War Memorial 

• August 16-17  
Congregation Brith Achim
Honors Rabbi Dennis-Beck Berman
Congregation Brith Achim

 
• August 19 | 8 a.m.
Beth-El Golf Tournament
The Crossings Golf  Club

• August 20 | 6 p.m.
RCJE Professional Development   
Congregation Or Atid

• August 21 | 7 p.m.
JCFR Shalom Newcomers 
Weinstein JCC

 COMMuNITy CALENDAR

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.
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 Once the bug bites you, you will 
never stop. Let us all go from 
strength to strength in our volun-
teer efforts. Once you start cam-
paigning, you never stop.

Once you Start Campaigning 
you Never Stop

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

Network JCFR plans 
the following pro-

grams in August. 

Fun at the Food 
Trucks,  Tuesday, Aug. 6,  
6 p.m.,  Virginia Histori-
cal Society (428 N. Boule-
vard). Network JCFR has 
your dinner plans made. 
Join us at the Food Trucks 
for a fun and different type 
of  dinning environment. 
With various types of  food, 
there is something for ev-
eryone to try.  And don’t forget your 
chairs and picnic blankets.

Sunday Brunch and Watermel-
on Festival, Sunday, Aug. 11,  10:30 
a.m.,  Strawberry Street Cafe (421 
Strawberry St.).  Start your week 
off right with a Network JCFR Sun-
day Brunch.  Meet us at Strawberry 
Street Cafe for food and drinks in 
the Fan.  Afterwards we’ll head over 
to Carytown for the annual Water-
melon Festival.  Spend your Sunday 
with Network JCFR.

Network JCFR and Or Atid 
Dairy Potluck Dinner & Ice 
Cream Social,  Friday,  Aug. 16, 
6:15 p.m.,  Congregation Or Atid 
(10625 Patterson Ave.). Enjoy a pot-
luck dinner and a quick Shabbat ser-
vice, then end it all with an ice cream 
social. Or Atid and Network JCFR 
have joined forces for a Shabbat to 

remember. Start your weekend right 
with us.
Pre-Shalom Newcomers Hap-
py Hour,  Wednesday,  Aug. 21,  5:30 
p.m., Barrel Thief  (5805 Patterson 
Ave.). Before Shalom Newcomers, 
come out to Barrel Thief  for some 
wine and hor d’oeuvres.  Practice 
your schmoozing, then head over to 
the Weinstein JCC to see everything 
the Jewish community in Richmond 
has to offer.  $10 per person, covers 
both hor d’oeuvres and wine at Bar-
rel Thief.

Looking ahead to September:
• Rosh Hashanah Pot-Luck, 
Wednesday, Sept. 5.
•    Sukkot Shabbat,  Friday, Sept. 20. 

For details and to RSVP, call or 
email Melanie Phillips,  Federation 
Young Leadership director at (804) 
545-8623 or mphillips@jewishrich-
mond.org. 

Are you New, Newish? 
Do you know someone who is New, Newish to Richmond?

On Wednesday, Aug. 21, the Jewish Community Federation of  Richmond will host the annual 
Shalom Richmond Newcomers Event at 7 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC.
Come meet other newcomers and learn all about the Federation, its partner agencies, the 
local synagogues and Jewish organizations. The Richmond Jewish Community has much to offer.
If  you know someone who is new to the community, please contact the Federation office so 
we can ensure they receive an invitation to the event. Dessert will be served.

For more information or to RSVP, contact Sara Rosenbaum
 at (804) 545-8629 or srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org.

August Network JCFR
Schedule of Programs 

Many years ago, I won’t say 
how many, I walked into 

the Hillel director’s office at the 
University of  Michigan and 
asked, “who runs the UJA cam-
paign on campus?”  

The Hillel Director, Rabbi 
Yehiel Poupko, was pleasantly 
surprised by the question. And, 
he was quick to respond with the 
words:  “you’re the chairman!”  

And that’s how it all started for 
me. When you add up the years 
when I was a volunteer on cam-
pus, my internship at the Balti-
more Jewish Federation (then the 
Associated Jewish Charities and 
Welfare Fund), and my different 
positions that led me to Rich-
mond,  I have been campaigning 
for almost 40 years.

Our 2014 JCFR Campaign 
Chair Ellen Renee Adams also 
has  been campaigning for many 
years.  Of  course, she has been 
the JCFR Women’s Division 
Campaign chair, has held many 
positions in our Campaign and 
has been on our Board for many 
years. 

But she had been campaign-
ing for many years before that 
as president of  RTA and in the 
many roles she played in the RTA 
leadership ranks. She was raising 

money and getting people to help. 
Always campaigning.

And now Susie Adolf  has tak-
en over as the Women’s Division 
chair for the JCFR. How many 
roles has Susie played in the com-
munity? That’s what I mean by 
always campaigning. The causes 
are almost too many to name. I 
remember her telling me that she 
and Lynn Schwartz liked going to 
the religious schools to help teach 
tzedakah to the children. Always 
campaigning.

Here are some of  the roles Su-
sie has played in our community: 
She has served on the Board of  
the Federation, as well as chair 
of  Women’s Outreach Events, 
co-chair of  JCFR Youth Philan-
thropy Project, served on JCFR 
Grand Event Host Committee as 
well as the JCFR Distinguished 
Community Service Award Com-
mittee Member. She has served 
as president of  the Richmond 
Chapter of  Hadassah, served 
on the Beth Ahabah Board and 
Weinstein JCC Board (where she 
has served on multiple commit-
tees.)

What I am trying to say is that 
we all believe in one cause or an-
other and it’s in our genes to help.  

The beauty of  Federation is 
that we are a one-stop shop. We 
allocate funds to our local agen-
cies; we offer professional devel-

opment to our educators through 
the Richmond Council of  Jewish 
Educators; we help children at 
Swansboro School through the 
Richmond Jewish Coalition for 
Literacy; we help overseas agen-
cies like the Ethiopian National 
Project in Israel or Youth Villages 
in Israel like Ben Shemen, Neve 
Michael and Ben Yakir. We help 
people all over the world through 
JDC and JAFI. And we can’t stop.

In their book, “The 7 Faces of  
Philanthropy,” authors Russ Alan 
Prince and Karen Maru File posit 
that there are many drivers that 
make us want to be givers and 
askers:
You could be a Communitarian who be-
lieves that doing good just make sense 
and builds community;  or you could be 
Devout and believe that it’s g-ds will 
that we support good causes philan-
thropically and through our volunteer 
work,  or you could be  a  Dynast who 
has experienced giving and doing as a 
family tradition and wants to better the 
cause.

Whatever your reasons for vol-

unteer activities. Howard is on 
the Board of  the JCFR and is a 
board member of  Junior Achieve-
ment of  Central Virginia. 

Once the bug bites you, you 
will never stop. Let us all go from 
strength to strength in our volun-
teer efforts. Once you start cam-
paigning, you never stop.

As always, please give me a 
call at (804) 545-8622 or email 
sasher@jewishrichmond.org.

unteering or campaigning, keep 
up the good work!! We always 
say no one builds community like 
Federation. It’s also great to build 
our Richmond community. 

Let me compliment my good 
friends Howard and Jill Goldfine 
who are consummate volunteers.  
Jill is the Board of  Management 
chair at the Shady Grove YMCA, 
and is involved in the Federation 
Campaign, among her many vol-

Network JCFR held a Torah on Tap at Toast 
in Henrico County on July 18. Rabbi Chaim 
Moskowitz was a special guest at the gathering. 
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 Fact of the Month 

Thank you for Being a Friend 
of The Reflector

Gloria & Arthur Adams
Tommy Baer
E.M. Bernstein
Rhona & Irv Blank
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Blum
Betty Borton
Ellen & Steve Brothers
Frona & Alan Colker
Richard Flax
Mr. & Mrs. Frank  Friedman
Sharon Garrett
Sally Gecel
Beverly Gelber
Eddy & Lou Gelrud
Gail & Sam Genderson
Joan & Joe Goodstein
Estelle, Richard & Mitchell  

 Gordon
Peter & Leta Greenberg
Edythe Hoffman
Ellen & Herold Hofheimer
Ellen  Hollands
Inge & Harold Horowitz
Jay Ipson
Robin & Danny Jackson
Pat & Marty Janner
Carol Jarett
Willa Kalman
David King
Laurence & Cathy Kinzler
B.J. Levey
Joseph Levy
Jeanette Lipman
David Lowitz
Shelly & Sherman Lubman
Betty Maistelman
Deanna Maneker
Dale & Victor Moes
Abby Moore

Rosalie Nachman
Helen & Walter Nelson
Sandi Nogi
Myrna Norman
Neil & Sara Belle November
Frances Nunnally
Arlene Opengart
Vilma Osmalov
David Ovrutskiy
Paula Powdermaker
Paul Ratki
Mark Resnick
Adriene & Herbert Schoenes
Ida Schreiber
David Schreiber
John Jay Schwartz
Irvin & Linda Seeman
Julie Semp
Stanley & Fran Shapiro
Hattie Shocket
Ann Silverstein
Paul Silverstein
I. Roland Specter
Steven Specter
Syral Specter
Sally Sperberg
Dr. & Mrs. I Norman  

 Sporn
Carole Stevens
Stacy & David Struminger
Marian Ticatch
Sylvia Treger
Arlyn Webber
Morton Weiman
Gerry Weiss
David & Rebecca Winston
Helen Zimm
Halina & Alan Zimm
Anonymous  

The staff of  The Reflector thanks the following individuals who have contributed to the 
2013 Friends of  The Reflector initiative. We appreciate your generosity and value your 

friendship. We will continue to make every effort to ensure that The Reflector is the best 
possible community newspaper that it can be. In the May issue, we enclosed a remittance 
envelope for our readers to consider making a donation. To make a donation, please send 
to:

 Reflector, 5403 Monument Ave., Richmond, Va., 23226
Thank you for being a friend.

Programs supported by Jewish Federations offer essential support for vulnerable young 
families in Argentina. 
The Baby Help program, developed by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Com-

mittee (JDC), provides nearly 600 Argentinian babies and children with formula, vitamins, 
medicine, clothing, diapers, baby equipment, parental counseling and other services. By 
situating the Baby Help Daycare Center at the new senior citizens’ home and community 
complex in Buenos Aires, JDC has also created an intergenerational programming model 
benefiting young and old. 

Learn more about JDC’s Baby Help program by visiting www.jdc.org.

partner Jewish agencies and local synagogues.
For a sponsorship of  $100 you will have a 

table and be listed as an event sponsor.  We 
also have opportunities for you to advertise 
your business in our monthly newspaper – The 
Reflector.  Once you sign a contract to advertise 
in The Reflector, the table at the Newcomer’s 
Event will be included in the advertising 
package. If  you currently have an advertising 
contract  in The Reflector there is no additional 
charge for your table at the event.  

For questions regarding advertising, please 
contact our Reflector Advertising Sales Rep, 
Rod Brinks at rbrinks@jewishrichmond.org or 
(804) 545-8655.

Become a Shalom Richmond 
Newcomers Sponsor 
Are you a real estate professional or 

business owner and would like to make 
new contacts?

The Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond’s Shalom Richmond Newcomers 
Event on Aug. 21, at 7 p.m., at the Weinstein 
JCC, is a great way for you to do just that!  
Join with us to welcome those new to the area 
and new to involvement with the Richmond 
Jewish Community.  

You will have an opportunity to introduce 
yourself  to those attending, as well as speak 
one-on-one with the individuals. This annual 
event has been held for many years and 
features representatives from the Federation’s 
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It is year two of  the Russian Reset-
tlement Documentary project, and 

JFS interns Kyle Davidson and Sarah 
Nuttycombe have spent the summer 
researching and editing the more than 
40 hours of  raw video footage that will 
become the full-length film. 

Both are recent graduates – David-
son from Radford University with a 
bachelor’s in criminal justice and Nut-
tycombe from the University of  Rich-
mond with a bachelor’s  in internation-
al studies. 

The project, generously funded in 
part by a grant from the Richmond 
Jewish Foundation’s Genesis Fund, 
tells the stories of  some of  the 800 in-
dividuals and families from the Former 
Soviet Union who JFS helped begin 
their new lives in the United States in 
the 1990s. 

To date, volunteers have logged 
more than 3,100 hours. Volunteers in-
clude University of  Richmond faculty, 
staff, and students; community mem-
bers; JFS board and staff; and Beth 
Ahabah Museum and Archives staff. 

BAMA and the UR Boatwright 
Digital Archive have collected and pre-
served thousands of  supporting mate-
rials, including photos, articles, docu-

JFS Russian Resettlement 
Documentary Project Enters year Two  

agency 
highlights

6718 Patterson Avenue, Richmond, VA 23226
804.282.5644 • www.jfsrichmond.org 

Call 804.282.5402 
for help today!

when you 
can’t be 
there…

Compassionate
Care… Your mom’s balance isn’t what it used to be. 

Your dad’s getting more and more forgetful. 
You’re afraid something will happen when 
you’re not there. Our professional nurses’ 
aides at HomeCare by JFS can help your 
parents with:
•  Bathing and dressing 
•  Cooking and eating 
•  Getting in and out of bed
•  Walking and more
Aides are available for as few as 
4 hours a day up to 24 / 7.

ments, and videos detailing the lives of  
these New Americans. 

In addition to funding a David D. 
Burhans Fellowship, UR has developed 
a community-based learning course 
“Bombs, Bolsheviks, and Ballet,” four 
independent study projects for course 
credit, and a Museum Studies course.

Nuttycombe’s and Davidson’s work 
has focused on the themes of  making a 
new life in a new country. Many refug-
es were victims of  overt anti-Semitism, 
and left the Former Soviet Uniton with 
little more than the clothes on their 
backs and their memories. 

They came from all parts of  the FSU 
and all walks of  life. But in the end, 
they all came for the same reason– to 
build a better future for their children. 
Their stories tell of  hardships, resil-
ience, and ultimately, finding beauty in 
their new lives in America.

The story of  immigrants is the story 
of  every Jew in America. The story of  

Richmond’s New Americans fosters an 
understanding of  immigration across 
the generations and shows how people 
working together can indeed change 
the world. 

When story creation and film edit-
ing began in May, it became clear this 
project held potential beyond original 
expectations and budget. 

In July JFS launched a second wave 
of  fundraising ($50,000) to profes-
sionally produce the feature-length 
film and museum exhibits, and we are 
reaching out to the Jewish community 
for support. 

If  you would like to preserve this 
important part of  Richmond’s Jewish 
history, please contat Faith Kallman, 
JFS Development director, at (804) 
282-5644, ext. 277, or email fkallman@
jfsrichmond.org.

Jewish Family Services is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution 
from the Jewish Community Federa-

JFS interns Sarah Nuttycombe and Kyle Da-
vidson work on the Russian Resettlement 
Documentary project.

On June 6, Deirdre Arnowitz, director 
of  Social Work Services at Beth 

Sholom Lifecare Community, welcomed 
a room full of  residents, staff, family 
members and friends as long-time employee 
Brenda Spain joined a special group of  
highly respected long-service employees, 
becoming the latest honoree of  the Arthur 
Heller Employee Recognition Award.  

Established in 2004 by the family of  
12-year Beth Sholom Nursing Home 
resident Arthur Heller, the award annually 
recognizes a long-service hourly staff 
member who has provided exemplary care 
and compassion for the residents of  BSLC, 
going far above and beyond expectations in 
his or her position. 

Spain has been a certified nursing 
assistant for 30 years at the home, working the 
night shift. In nominating her for the award, 
her supervisor spoke of  how she provides 
attention to the details of  resident care as if  
she were caring for her own loved ones.

Previous honorees have more than 300 
years of  service at BSLC, and many of  
them were in attendance at the program.   
Past recipients are: Carl Bailey, Mary Lee, 
Eleanor Tyler, Jacqueline Green, Anna 
Richardson, Jackie Washington, Denise 

Arthur Heller Award 
Recipient Honored 

Jones, Sharon Brown, Linette Jones and 
Mike Sorenson. 

In presenting the award to Spain, Matt 
Farmer, health care administrator, spoke of  
the respect this group of  employees holds 
among their peers, and the esteem and high 
regard the staff devotes to the award.  Dan, 
Arthur Heller’s son, and Dan’s wife, Nancy,  
expressed their continued appreciation to 
the Beth Sholom Lifecare Community staff 
for the exemplary care that is provided for 
the residents here.

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in 
part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

Brenda Spain, the Arthur Heller Recognition 
Award recipient, with  Dan Heller.



Weinstein JCC  
happenings

Imagine a live performance of  a pop 
song immediately followed by a Baroque 

concerto. Imagine a concert program with 
more than 40 possible pieces in 19 different 
musical styles. Imagine a concert where the 
pieces performed are chosen by you! 

Mark your calendar for the upcoming 
kick-off event for the 2013-14 Patrons of  
the Arts season! The SHUFFLE Concert 
will take place on Sunday, Oct. 6 at 3 p.m., 
at the Israel November Auditorium at the 
Weinstein JCC. 

At a SHUFFLE Concert, you will receive 
an individually numbered menu filled with 

Patrons of the Arts Kick Off
Planned for October 6

musical masterpieces in every possible 
musical style; from Baroque, Classical and 
Romantic to Jazz, Pop, Israeli, Jewish, and 
Broadway. If  your number is selected, then  
you get to choose what style and piece 
will be performed next. Every concert is 
a completely new experience, both for 
the audience and the SHUFFLE Concert 
performers. 

Tickets are $10 for members, $15 
for non-members and $8 for seniors and 
children 12 and younger. Reserve your 
tickets now as these seats will surely fill-up 
fast. Contact Lisa Looney at (804) 545-
8608 or llooney@weinsteinjcc.org for ticket 
information and to obtain your Patrons of  
the Arts subscription for the amazing 2013-
2014 Season. There’s more amazing music, 
theatre, art, poetry, authors and speakers in 
the months ahead. 

Contact Erin Mahone at (804) 545-8644 
or emahone@weinsteinjcc.org for details about 
upcoming programs, and look for the full 
program in late August 2013. 

The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, 
by a generous contribution from the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond.

The cast of the Shuffle Concert Ensemble that 
will kick-off the POA 2013-14 season on Oct. 6 
at the Weinstein JCC.

Call 285.6500 or visit weinsteinjcc.org today!

Run  B  Swim  B  Walk  B  Stretch  B  Lift
and so much more!

Stay Cool this Summer 
at the Weinstein JCC!

New M
embers

Get On
e Free

Month a
nd $1

Regist
ration! 

Jewish Family Theatre is excited to 
announce its fall musical, “Hello 

Dolly!”  Batten down the hatches. Dolly’s 
back where she belongs. Right on the JFT 
stage. 

A professional meddler and 
matchmaker, Dolly Gallagher Levi 
decides she’s going to marry miserly, half-
millionaire, hay and feed dealer, Horace 
Vandergelder – and that’s just where the 
fun begins. Marvelous numbers include 
“Elegance,” “Hello Dolly!,” “It Only 

Auditions Planned for “Hello 
Dolly!” on September 8  

Takes a Moment,” “Put on Your Sunday 
Clothes”… and more. Music and lyrics by 
famed musical composer Jerry Herman; 
book by Michael Stewart. 

Auditions will be held Sunday, Sept. 8 
from 2-5 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC. This is 
an open-call audition in search of  teens and 
adults. Sign-ups begin at 1:30 p.m. Bring, sheet 
music or a CD with no vocals. Be prepared to 
sing a 1-to-2-minute piece (32 bars at most). A 
preliminary rehearsal schedule will be available 
at auditions, as well as callback information. 

Performances will be held on: Dec. 12, 
14, 15, 18, 19, 21 and 22. A dinner/show 
will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 18  with 
dinner at 6 p.m. The show will be at 7:30 p.m.  
All performances will be in the Sara Belle 
November Theater.

Ticket information will be announced at a 
later date. 

For details on the auditions, email JFT 
Artistic Director Deb Clinton at dclinton@
comcast.net or call (804) 545-8232.

“Hello Dolly!” will be presented as the Fall 
musical for the Jewish Family Theatre. 
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5400 Men’s Club Programs  
Aug. 5 - Sarah Dwyer, fingerprint expert.

Aug. 12 - Paul Rocheleau, Cupron Corporation, an 
Israeli Company.

Aug. 19 - Dr. Barbara D. Boyan, dean, VCU School 
of  Engineering, “What is Biomedical Engineering 

and How It Affects Your Life?”

Aug. 26 - Dr. Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, VCU, 
“Tearing Down Fences: School Boundary Lines 
and Equal Educational Opportunity in 21st Cen-
tury Richmond.”

RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
 Your Child’s Teacher  
OR The Preschool Office 

Yom Kippur 
September 14, 2013 

Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center
Early Childhood Department—Parent Group Association

5403 Monument Avenue, Richmond, VA 23226 
804-545-8615 

Rosh Hashanah Orders Due no later than 
Wednesday, August 26 — 12:00 NOON! 

Pick Up After 10 a.m. on Tuesday, September 3 
Kosher Round Plain     Qty. ____ @ 5.00 ea.            Amt. ______ 

Kosher Round Raisin   Qty. ____ @ 5.00 ea.            Amt. ______ 

Yom Kippur Orders Due no later than 
Wednesday, September 4 — 12:00 NOON! 

Pick Up After 10 a.m. on Thursday, September 12 
Kosher Round Plain     Qty. ____ @ $5.00 ea.            Amt. ______ 

Kosher Round Raisin   Qty. ____ @ $5.00 ea.            Amt. ______ 

Total Enclosed  $______

Rosh Hashanah 
September 5 & September 6, 2013 

Name  ________________________________________   Teacher/Room ___________________ 
 
Check enclosed (Payable to:  Weinstein JCC PGA) 
Visa          Mastercard           American Express 

 
Name on Credit Card__________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Credit Card#________________________________________________ Email _______________________________ 
 
Expiration Date:  __________________    Security Code:  _________________Telephone  _________________

Celebrating Arts, Culture, and Education for
Richmond and our Jewish Community

The 2013-14 Patrons of the Arts Season is just around the corner!
Become a Patron ticket holder so you won't miss a single unique and

and entertaining moment from October through May.

Call 545.8608 or visit weinsteinjcc.org to learn more

Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts

“True music must repeat the thought and inspirations of  
the people and time.” – George Gershwin
What is the American songbook? You won’t find 
it in local public library, or even in the Library of  
Congress. The American songbook is not a physical 
book in multiple volumes, but is a term for a remark-
able era of  songs that achieved enormous popularity 
when first introduced. These songs have since be-
come the American classics or “standards” that jazz 
musicians play and cabaret chanteurs sing. 

Enjoy an afternoon of  music and learning with, 
Jewish Songwriters, American Songs, 1910-1965 
– performed by local Richmond Klezmer staple 
Klezm’Or’Am’im. The program is inspired by Da-
vid Lehman’s book, “A Fine Romance.” This class 
takes a look at Jewish Americans, such as Al Jolson, 
Irving Berlin, Leonard Bernstein, Carol King, Si-

mon and Garfunkel, and Bob Dylan; and their in-
fluence on popular music of  this country. 

In his book, Lehman discusses the great songs 
that have become an intrinsic part of  our American 
experience and that those songs, almost exclusively, 
were written by Jews. 

Klezm’Or’Am’im, has developed a music and 
education supplement to the book and will pres-
ent liturgical, popular, and theater music written by 
Jews from beginning to mid-20th century – and how 
these pieces continue to influence music today. 

Mark your calendars for this fun and educational 
event at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 15, at the Weinstein 
JCC. Tickets are $10 and a portion of  the fee will be 
donated to the Congregation Or Ami music fund. 

For details, contact Erin Mahone at (804) 545- 
8644 or emahone@weinsteinjcc.org.

Jewish Songwriters, American 
Songs 1910-1965  
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While community members are still 
enjoying their summer vacations, short 

excursions, visits to area theme parks, many 
children are in day camps, overnight camps 
and many other young adventures. 

But it will soon be time to start planning 
to go back to school. Here is a look at some 
of  the programs planned in the Richmond 
community by our Jewish educators.

Aleph Bet Preschool
School Begins Sept. 3

Fall classes at Aleph Bet Preschool begin 
Tuesday, Sept. 3 with three classes of  two, 

three and four-year olds. Limited registration 
is still open. School hours are 9 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m. for two year olds, 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. for 
three and four year olds with an added option 
for 8 a.m. drop off and 3 p.m. or 5 p.m. pick 
up. The preschool is excited to announce a 
new child-size kitchen for the 2013/14 school 
year.  With a generous gift from Hannah and 
Allen Cohen, children at Aleph Bet will bake 
their own challahs, make smoothies, peel, 
chop, mix, measure and learn all about various 
kitchen utensils. As a Jewish Montessori 
preschool, Aleph Bet believes in developing 
a child’s independence and self-confidence 
through hands on learning.  The center of  
every home is the kitchen. Incorporating this 
space into a child’s day at preschool, provides a 
seamless transition between home and school 
and creates a tangible link and relationship 
between the two. The preschool prides itself  on 
a low teacher/child ratio in a warm personal 
environment.  Call Nechomi Kranz at (804) 
740-2000 ext.1 to arrange a visit or email 
nechomi@alephbetpreschool.org.
 
Congregation Beth Ahabah
School Begins Sept. 8

School at the Barbara and William 
Thalhimer Religious School at 

Congregation Beth Ahabah, begins, Sunday, 
Sept. 8. Approximately 280 students in grades 
Pre-K through 10 are expected. While there is 
no firm registration deadline, late registration 
began Aug. 1 (with a $25 additional fee). 
Parents can register online at https://www.
formstack.com/forms/?1432538-BiXoaZqQrt or 

download a paper registration from www.
bethahabah.org.
 The school offers a comprehensive, exciting 
and innovative Jewish educational experience 
to students in grades Pre-K through 
Confirmation. Students learn Judaics and 
Hebrew through hands-on, interactive 
classes. More than just a Religious School, 
Beth Ahabah provides a community where 
our children make life-long friendships, forge 
personal connections to Judaism and see their 
Jewish values in action in the world around 
them. Classroom learning, music, Hebrew, 
culture, holiday celebrations, creative electives 
and field trips are all part of  the fun of  being 
Jewish at Beth Ahabah. This year’s theme is 
“Connecting to our World through a Jewish 
Lens.” Community field trips, a student 
photography exhibit and a partnership with 
students in  Israeli schools are just some of  the 
programs designed to expand our student’s 
Jewish world beyond the synagogue and into 
the world around them. Parents and students 
together will experience Jewish Learning in 
exciting ways. For details, contact Ramona 
Brand, director of  Education at (804) 358-
6757 or r.brand@bethahabah.org.

Congregation Or Ami
School Begins Sept. 8

The Joy Kramer Religious School of  
Congregation Or Ami begins Sunday, 

Sept. 8. Registration is open. The program is a 
lively, happy, welcoming place where the great 
majority of  our approximately 100 students 
willingly come to learn about Jewish life and 
Jewish religion, preparing them for their lives 
as proud, active Jews. Our faculty, led by 
veteran Jewish educator David Goldsmith, is 
made up of  professional, dedicated teachers. 
Students in grades K-8 attend from 9 a.m. to  
noon on Sundays.  Our 9th and 10th graders 
attend from 12:15-2 p.m., alternating with 
our amazing OATY senior youth group. We 
also have an excellent Torah Tots program 
every other week from 10:30-noon for 3 and 
4-year-olds, as well as monthly Tot Shabbats, 
led by Rabbi Ben Romer. For details, contact 
Education Director David Goldsmith at (804) 
740-0869 or OrAmiSchool@gmail.com.

Congregation Or Atid
School Begins Sept. 8
At the Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious 
School at Congregation Or Atid, school begins 
on Sunday, Sept. 8.  Expecting enrollment at 
70. Registration is on-going. As the only USCJ 
Framework for Excellence School in the state 
of  Virginia, our standards are quite high. 
We strive to promote lifelong learning that is 
meaningful to each age group by using a wide 
variety of  instructional activities, including 
technology, dance, bibliodrama, and music. 

We want our children to understand that 
being a Jew is a blend of  spirituality, culture, 
and an awareness of  our place in the world. 
We began a new B’nai Mitzvah class last year 
to prepare students for their new role as adults 
in the Synagogue. Students who complete this 
program are often prepared to be “rabbi for 
the day” on their Bar or Bat Mitzvah weekend, 
leading all aspects of  the service and reading 
both Torah and their haftorah.  Additionally, 
our teen program, Machon will explore new 
ground year.  Students will look at Judaism 
through the concept of  divergent thinking, 
a way of  discovering different perspectives 
related to ethics, history and world events 
related to Jewish life. Our teens are excited to 
be thinking outside of  the box and creating 
meaning while still socializing with their peers 
over dinner every Sunday evening. For details, 
call (804) 740-4747 or email rshaffin@oratid.org.

Temple Beth-El
School Begins Sept. 8

Temple Beth-El’s Jacob and Selma Brown 
Religious school year begins Sunday, 

Sept. 8. About 90 students are expected. 
Registrations will be accepted through the 
start of  school. Students learn Hebrew, learn 
to appreciate Israel, and learn  Jewish values 
and about their Jewish heritage through the 
lenses of  Torah, Avodah (prayer), and G’milut 
Hasadim (acts of  lovingkindness). Field trips 
and projects help students learn about tikkun 
olam and doing their part in making the world 
a better place. Our music and tefillah (prayer) 
programs help students connect with Jewish 
songs and liturgy. Our goal is to produce 
young people who are confident in their Jewish 
identity. In a new activity, our new tefillah 
program will get kids singing and tapping their 
feet as they learn Jewish prayer. For details, call 
Hazzan Marian Turk at (804) 355-3564 or 
email hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org.

TAG Community School
School Begins Sept. 3

Chabad of  Virginia’s TAG program  begins 
Tuesday, Sept. 3, at 4:15 p.m. for the 

elementary school division and 6:30 p.m. for the 
middle and high school divisions. About 60-65 
students in K-12 are expected. Registration is 
ongoing at anytime during the year. To register, 
contact Principal Rabbi Shlomo Pereira at tag@
chabadofva.org  or by filling out the Registration 
Form on- line at www.taghebrewschool.com. 
Our mission is to bring the joy and enthusiasm 
for Judaism to your children in an educational 
environment framed by kindness and stressing 
practical relevance. TAG is  open to all Jewish 
families regardless of  synagogue affiliation 
or level of  observance. All programs include 
three 40-minute blocks of  classes. Elementary 
School Division (K-5) - Living Legacy with 

Ines Rozenblum, Aleph Champ Hebrew 
Program with Shannon Pirron, Living Torah 
on the Parsha with Holly Markhoff and 
Elisheva Pereira. Middle School (6-7) - Living 
Torah on the Parsha with Elisheva Pereira; 
Pirkei Avot/Ethics of  the Fathers with Rabbi 
Shlomo Pereira, Living Legacy with Ines 
Rozenblum. The TAG HIGH program (8-
12) - Jewish Teenager FAQs with Rabbi Yossel 
Kranz, Parsha in Depth/Holidays with Rabbi 
Shlomo Pereira, Living Legacy with Ines 
Rozenblum. A number of  new programs will 
be offered, including a  weekly group activity 
for all Elementary that will include music and 
songs with Rabbi Pereira, as well as dance and 
theater activities. Contact Rabbi Pereira for 
details about other new programs. 

Rudlin Torah Academy
School Begins Sept. 3 

RTA’s school year begins Sept. 3 – with the 
High Holidays imminent – the second 

day of  school will be a half-day for Erev Rosh 
Hashanah. One of  the great joys of  RTA is 
everything blends together. There will be an 
excitement of  the High Holidays that is not 
just in the Synagogue but in the school as well.  
There are many exciting new activities planned 
and new programs as Rabbi Yosef  Bart leads 
RTA forward in its renewed focus on the K-8 
program. Our outstanding faculty of  RTA 
veterans welcomes aboard several new teachers 
with extensive experience in both private and 
public schools. Technology will be used more 
than ever, including professional development 
via online collaboration and research, and 
connecting with the community through 
expanded use of  social media.  Our students 
are steeped in tradition and innovation, 
excelling in math, English, science and modern 
technology, and equally adept at analyzing 
classical Jewish texts in the original Hebrew.  
RTA is in its 47th year of  providing quality full-
time elementary education to Jewish children 
in the Richmond area. It is accredited by the 
Virginia Association of  Independent Schools.  
For details, call Rabbi Yosef  Bart at (804) 784-
9050 or email rabbibart@rudlin.com.

Weinstein JCC Preschool
School Begins Sept. 3

The Dora L. Lewis Family & Child 
Development Center begins preschool on 

Sept. 3. Our school expects about 220 young 
children. We have a rolling registration, but 
nearly full for the 18-months old program. 
We offer fully licensed preschool programs 
serving children ages 2-5. The preschool 
has been accredited by NAEYC since 1987. 
Our classrooms are alive with investigation, 
collaboration and creativity. Incorporating 
the Reggio Emilia approach into the heart 
of  our programs that provides an experience 

Back to School in Jewish Community 

(From left) Liam McKinney and Kaila Galpern 
learn about baking at Aleph Bet Preschool.

Back to School  More on page 15
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Schedule of Local Holiday Services for 5774

Congregation Beth Ahabah 
(Reform) 
1111 West Franklin St. 
Rabbi Martin P. Beifield, Jr.

Chabad Community 
Shul  

212 N. Gaskins Road
Rabbi yossel Kranz

For information, 
Call (804) 740-2000 

Congregation Or Ami  
(Reform)
9400 Huguenot Road
Rabbi Ben Romer

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Erev Rosh Hashanah, 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 5 - Morning Service, 10:30 a. m. 
 Family Service/Taschlich, 3 p.m.
Yom Kippur
Sept. 13 - Kol Nidre - 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 14 - Morning Service,10:30 a.m.
 Family Service, 2 p.m.
 Rabbi’s Discussion, 3 p.m.
 Afternoon/Yizkor/Concluding  
 Service, 4:30 p.m.; Break the Fast,  
 immediately following service 

All services at the Weinstein JCC , except Family 
Service on Sept. 5 at 3 p.m. For information, 
contact the Temple office at (804) 272-0017.

Temple Beth-El  
(Conservative) 
3330 Grove Avenue 
Rabbi Gary Creditor

Keneseth Beth Israel  
(Orthodox)  
6300 Patterson Avenue Rabbi 
Dovid Asher

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Candle lighting, 7:16 p.m.; 
 Mincha, 7:15 p.m. 
Sept. 5 -  Shacharit, 7:30 a.m., Sermon/ 
 Shofar, 10:30 a.m.; Mincha/ 
 Ma'ariv - 7:15 p.m.; Candle  
 Lighting, After 8:17 p.m.
Sept. 6 - Shacharit - 7:30 a.m., Sermon/ 
 Shofar - 10:30 a.m., Mincha, 7  
 p.m.; Candle Lighting, 7:13 p.m.  
Yom Kippur 
Sept. 13 -  Shacharit, 6:15 a.m.; Mincha,  
 3:30 p.m.;  Candle lighting, 7:02  
 p.m., Kol Nidre, 7 p.m. 
Sept. 14 - Shacharit - 8:30 a.m., Yizkor,  
 10:30 a.m., Mincha, 5:30 p.m.,  
 Neilah,  6:45 p.m.; Yom Kippur  
 ends, 8:04 p.m.

Call (804) 288-7953  for information. 

Congregation Or Atid 
(Conservative)  
10625 Patterson Avenue 
Rabbi Royi Shaffin

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Erev Rosh Hashanah, 7:30 p.m.  
Sept. 5 - First Day of  Rosh Hashanah, 9  
 a.m.; Youth Service: K-7 grade,  
 10 a.m.
Sept. 6 -  Second Day of  Rosh   
 Hashanah, 9 a.m.  
Yom Kippur 
Sept. 13 - Kol Nidre 6:45 p.m. 
Sept. 14 - Family Service, 10 a.m. ; Youth  
 Service for grades K-7, 11 a.m.  
 Minhah, 6 p.m.; Neilah, 7   
 p.m.; Blowing of  the Shofar, 8 
 p.m.

For information, call the synagogue office
at  (804) 740-4747

Congregation Brith 
Achim (Conservative)  
314 South Boulevard, 
Petersburg 
Rabbi Dennis Beck-Berman

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Evening Service, 8 p.m.  
Sept. 5 - Morning Service, 10 a.m.;  
 Tashlikh Ceremony, 1:30 p.m.
 at Woodmere Lake on Walnut  
 Blvd.
Sept. 6 - Second Day Morning Service,  
 10 a.m.   
Yom Kippur 
Sept. 13  - Kol Nidre, 7 p.m. 
Sept. 14 - Morning Service, 10 a.m. ;  
 Afternoon (Minchah) Service,  
 6:30 p.m. Concluding Service  
 (Neilah), 7:30 p.m.; Break-the- 
 Fast, 8:10 p.m.

Call the synagogue office at (804) 732- 3968 or 
visit BrithAchimVA.org.

young Israel 
of Richmond/ 
Congregation Kol Emes  
(Orthodox)  
4811 Patterson Avenue

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Candle lighting, 7:16 p.m.; 
 Mincha, 7:15 p.m. 
Sept. 5 -  Shacharit, 7:30 a.m., Sermon/ 
 Shofar, 10:30 a.m.; Mincha/ 
 Ma’ariv - 7:15 p.m.; Candle  
 Lighting, After 8:17 p.m.
Sept. 6 - Shacharit - 7:30 a.m., Sermon/ 
 Shofar - 10:30 a.m., Mincha, 7  
 p.m.; Candle Lighting, 7:13 p.m.  
Yom Kippur
Sept. 13 -  Shacharit, 6:15  a.m.; Mincha,  
 3:30 p.m.;  Candle lighting, 7:02  
 p.m., Kol Nidre, 7 p.m. 
Sept. 14 - Shacharit - 8:30 a.m., Yizkor,  
 10:30 a.m., Mincha, 5:30 p.m.,  
 Neilah,  6:45 p.m.; Yom Kippur  
 ends, 8:04 p.m.

For information, call (804) 353-5831 or email 
kolemes@yahoo.org

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Erev Rosh Hashanah, Main  
 Sanctuary, 8 p.m.  
Sept. 5 - First Day of  Rosh Hashanah,  
 Main Sanctuary, Shacharit,  
 8:30 a.m.; Main Sanctuary  
 & Social Hall,Torah Service, 9:30  
 a.m., Sermon, 11 a.m.; Musaf,  
 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 6 - Second Day of  Rosh Hashanah 
 Main Sanctuary, 8:30 a.m.;  
 Torah Service, 9:30 a.m.;   
 Sermon, 11 a.m.; Musaf, 11:30  
 a.m.; Social Hall, 9:45 a.m.,  
 Creative Service 
Yom Kippur 
Sept. 13 - Kol Nidre, Main Sanctuary and  
 Social Hall, 7:15 p.m. 
Sept. 14 - Main Sanctuary, Shacharit, 9:30  
 a.m.; Sermon and Yizkor, 12:15  
 p.m. 
 Social Hall, Torah Service,  
 10:30 a.m.; Sermon and Yizkor,  
 12:15 p.m.; 
 Main Sanctuary, Musaf, 1:15  
 p.m.; Avodah, 2:30 p.m.; 
 Hazzan Turk’s Teaching,   
 4:15 p.m.; Mincha, 5:00    
 p.m.; Story for Children, 6:15  
 p.m.; Neilah, 6:30 p.m.,   
 Ma’ariv, 7:45 p.m.; Blowing of   
 the Shofar, 8 p.m.

For information, call (804) 355-3564. 

Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 4 - Erev Rosh Hashanah, 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 5 - Family Service, 9 a.m.     
 Congregational Service, 11 a.m. 
 Afternoon Youth/Family  Service,  
 2:30 p.m.
Yom Kippur
Sept. 13 - Kol Nidre. 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 14 - Morning Family Service, 
 9 a.m.; Congregational Service,  
 11 a.m.; Discussion, 1 p.m.;  
 Afternoon Family Service,  2:30  
 p.m.; Memorial & Closing   
 Services, 4:15 p.m.

For more information, contact Russell M. Finer, 
executive director, at 358-6757 or email

 R.finer@bethahabah.org. 
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in our
synagogues

Tee-Off With Temple Beth-El 
on August 19 

Back by popular 
demand. Temple 

Beth-El invites community 
members to play in its fifth 
annual golf  tournament.

 This event is set for 
Monday, Aug. 19, at the 

beautiful The Crossings 
Golf  Club located at 800 
Virginia Center Parkway 
in Glen Allen. The 
Crossings is now under 
the management of  Billy 
Casper Golf  and is in the 
best condition it has been in 
for several years.

It’s a Captain’s 
Choice/Scramble format with check-in and 
practice starting at 8 a.m. followed by a 9 
a.m. shotgun start. An awards luncheon will 
conclude the event. Cash prizes will be given 
for first, second and third place and there will 
be multiple contest opportunities for golfers 
including “longest drive,” “closest to the pin” 
and over $4,000 in door prizes to be raffled 
off. Top door prizes include a Callaway Razr 
Fit Xtreme driver and a catering package for 
10 people. Golfers will also get to see a par-3 
green with three holes cut for a “double-your-
money” contest.

The cost to enter is $400 per foursome or 
$120 per person. This includes golf  cart, range 
balls, refreshments, door prize/raffle ticket, gift 
bag and the awards luncheon. Just find some 
friends and put a team together or enter as an 
individual and a team will be put together for 
you.

Tournament sponsorships are a great 
opportunity to get your business/name seen. 
There are several levels of  sponsorship available 
with multiple price points that any business can 
find affordable. In all levels, you will be given 

signage on the course during the event and will 
be mentioned in the program booklet that is 
given to all participants. A few include either a 
foursome or a discounted foursome price.

For different levels of  sponsorship, we will 
also advertise your business on the Temple 
website and in the monthly newsletter 
beginning with our large High Holiday issue.

Sponsorships:
• Less than $200 – listed on the website until 

the next tournament and provided a single 
listing in newsletter.

• Above $200 and below $1,000 – listed in 
larger format on website until next tournament 
and provided with an ad in newsletter for three 
months after the tournament.

• Above $1,000 – listed in prominent spot 
on our website until next tournament and 
provided with ad in newsletter for same time 
frame.

For details on sponsorships or registration,  
contact Debbie Lacks-Hanner in the office at 
d.lacks-hanner@bethelrichmond.org or (804) 355-
3564 or visit www.bethelrichmond.org/category/
events.

KBI’s Personalized Learning 
Program a Smashing Success 
On Monday, July 8, members of  

Keneseth Beth Israel were joined 
by four rabbinical students who came to 
Richmond to help facilitate a personalized 
study program.  

During the course of  the week, more 
than 70 sessions took place. There were more 
than 40 participants and hundreds of  hours 
studied.  In addition, they taught classes and 
gave preparatory lessons for Tisha b’Av, 
the fast day on the 9th of  Av.  The students 
hail from around the country, including 
California, Georgia and Tennessee.  

The unique program allowed people of  
all ages to come any time of  the day to study 
any Jewish topic. This flexibility allowed 
anybody to partake. These erudite students 
were able to find the most pertinent text on 
the topic and share it with the participant.  
The classic texts were translated from the 
original and analyzed together with the 
member. This study program accommodated 
both men and women.  

Some adults remarked that throughout 

their entire life they were never given the 
opportunity to critically read through our 
historical, timeless literature.

Dovid Safier, project coordinator, is 
a rabbinical candidate from the 80-year-
old famed Ner Israel Rabbinical College 
in Baltimore.  After offering the concept 
to more than 20 congregations, Keneseth 
Beth Israel was selected.  Safier commented 
that the project’s success went “well-beyond 
expectations.”  Ben, another participating 
rabbinical candidate from Yeshiva 
University, remarked that in his experiences 
in dozens of  different communities around 
the country, “Richmond really stands out 
as a community that punches way above its 
weight.”

Rabbi Dovid Asher enthused, “A no-
brainer.  Excellent minds and a passion for 
teaching.  We had to give our locals the 
chance to experience this.”

For more information on how to take 
part in any similar educational programs,  
email RabbiAsher@kbirichmond.com.

Girl Scouts Make Exciting Plans 
As Girl Scout Troop 4613’s first year drew 

to a close, everyone had mixed emotions 
– sad because for a while there will be no 
more meetings, happy for all the fun, amazing 
activities and experiences their year was filled 
with, and excited about the beginning of  the 
Troop’s second year. 

After opening their meeting with the 
Pledge, Promise and Law, the girls formed a 
planning circle and began to share ideas for 
their next fun-filled session. As they took turns 
excitedly shouting out ideas, the suggestions 
flew around the room. 

Since Girl Scouts is girl-planned and girl-
led, the Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes had 
no trouble coming up with even more fun trips 
and meeting ideas for the Fall. Archery is high 
on the list as well as learning more camping 
skills. Everyone agreed another apple-picking 
trip was a definite. All the girls agreed they 
want to do more Chesed for our community. 

After compiling a long list recorded by 
Cadette (bridging to Senior next Fall) Malka, 
the meeting ended with a game. However, 
as each Troop meeting ends seems to always 
arrive too fast, it was time for the a “closing 
circle.” The girls returned their chairs and 
neatly placed them back around the tables 
in the room, respectfully returned the flag, 
and the troop posed for one last photo of  this 
session. 

This year, Troop 4613 girls earned an array 
of  fun patches, badges and pins. They earned 

fun patches for trips to the museum, apple 
picking, attending the ballet -- just to name a 
few. They earned badges in Chesed, first aid, 
cookie sales, leave no trace awards and much 
more.

 For next season, members will working on 
earning additional patches, pins and badges. 
Cadettes will work toward earning their Silver 
Award and seniors on their Gold Award. 

With Troop 4613’s first successful year over, 
everyone is anxiously awaiting the Fall. But for 
now, signing off as the girls did in their closing 
circle, ‘Troop 4613. Shalom Y’all, See you in 
Fall.’

To join Girl Scout Troop 4613, contact: 
Kira Marx at: (804) 475-0547 or email kira_
marx@yahoo.com or Heni Stein at henibt18@
comcast.net. KBI is the sponsor of  Girl Scout 
Troop 4613.

(From left/1st Row)  Natanya and Molly; (2nd 
Row)  Eliana, Malka, Hudi and Eliana; (3rd Row)  
Russ Stein, Merrill Gold Heni Stein.

(From left) 2012 tournament participants Jonathan Arno, Patrick 
Gallagher, Steve Green and Jeff Deibel with Glenn Mullian (center). 
Mullian, a Beth-El member and amateur golfer who received the 
Virginia Sports Hall of Fame’s 2012 Courage Award, was honored 
during last year’s tournament.

Congregation Or Ami’s Adult Learning 
Committee’s Real Theology presents 

“Big Fish,” on Aug. 18 at 6 p.m.  
In this disarming fantasy told largely 

through flashbacks, young reporter William 
Bloom attempts to learn more about his dying 
farther by finding the truth behind a lifetime 
of  his fanciful tall tales and legends of  epic 

Or Ami’s Real Theology Set
For August 18  

proportions.  
The screening is free and open to the pub-

lic.  There will be an informal potluck before 
the movie and a group discussion afterwards 
led by Rabbi Ben Romer.

Or Ami is at 9400 Huguenot Road. For 
details, call (804) 272-0017 or email office@or-
ami.com. 
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Or Atid Offers Silent Auction, 
Shabbarbeque & Selihot    

Congregation Or Atid is hosting 
three exciting programs in the 

next month.
First, join the community in the 

final Shabbarbeque of  the season 
on Aug. 9.  This free dinner will also 
include a lively auction  of  celebrity 
memorabilia. This is a perfect 
opportunity to shop for that special 
Hanukkah gift before services start 
at 7:30.  More information about the 
auction can be found on the website 
www.oratid.org.

 Are you new to the area? Or 
are you interested in discovering a 
new synagogue experience? Come 
on in and explore the possibilities at 
Or Atid. Join members and guests 
on Aug. 16 at 7:30 p.m., for a dairy 
pot-luck dinner, casual Shabbat 
service followed by a fun ice cream 
social. We are eager to show you that 
our congregation, an egalitarian, 
participatory congregation, isn’t just 
about membership; it’s about family 
– “Connecting community with 
spirituality.”

Our Helen and Sam Kornblau 
Religious School is nationally 
recognized for providing the highest 
quality Jewish education attained 
according to the standards of  United 
Synagogue of  Conservative Judaism.  
We love to get together for creative 
programming throughout the year, 
such as our second annual Wine 
Tasting in February; Spiritual Noshes 
(both inspiring and delicious!); Coffee 
& Kibbitz, our morning socials, held 
on several Sundays throughout 
the school year; and of  course our 
summer “Shabbarbeques.”  Where 
on earth can you find more for every 
age group in this area?    

 Finally, we welcome the entire 
community for a special Selihot 
program:  Tikkun Olam from the 
Ground Up.  What does Judaism 
have to say about the environment? 
Are you aware of  the growing Jewish 
Agricultural Movement? Why is it 
important to learn of  the connection 
between Judaism and the planet? 
Why teach our children and how 
do core Jewish teachings relate to 
modern environmental issues?

Come to Selichot services for 
answers to these questions and 
more. We will discuss Schmitta, a 
Jewish tradition that promotes a year 

of  prohibition on certain types of  
agricultural production, a release of  
debts, and a freeing of  indentured 
servants.  In our discussion, we will 
explore the modern-day relevance 
of  the Shmittah year as it pertains 
to issues of  sustainability, food 
production and systemic change in 
both Israel and the Diaspora.  

Teens and young adults are always 
invited  to join the congregation for 
the evening.  Speaker Morris Panitz 
grew up in Norfolk and attended 
the University of  Maryland, College 
Park, where he earned a double 
degree in philosophy and Jewish 
studies. He participated in the 
Adamah Fellowship at the Isabella 
Freedman Retreat Center, and 
served as a farm apprentice at Ocean 
Air farms before joining the team at 

Check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/OrAtid for a full list and the details on 
both the Silent Auction and the Live Auction to be held before Shabbat Services.

Congregation Or Atid
Connecting community with spirituality

10625 Patterson Ave, Richmond, VA 23238 • (804) 740-4747 • www.oratid.org

Would you believe Presidents Obama, Clinton and Bush, 
Bruce Springsteen and the E street Band, Taylor Swift, 

Muhammad Ali and Leroy Neiman are ALL going to be at 
Congregation Or Atid from August  6th-9th?

Well, how about their signed memorabilia along with many others? 
 Bid all week at the Silent Auction where you can own a piece of 

Political, Entertainment, and/or Sports History.  Join us 
Friday, August 9th for the close of the silent auction; enjoy our 

ever-popular Shabbarbeque, followed by a live auction and then 
Shabbat Services with our Or Atid Family.

Event Partner:

 FREE ADMISSION!

Silent Auction Viewing and Bidding:
Tues. , 8/6, Thurs.  8/8 and Fri. , 8/9     
10 a-4:30p
Wed. , 8/7 10 a-4:30p; 6 p-7:30p

Friday Evening:
Doors Open ..............................5:45
Shabbarbeque Starts ................6:15
Silent Auction Closes ...............6:45
Live Auction ...............................7:00
Shabbat Services .......................7:30

Congregation Brith Achim 
News: Will Honor Rabbi

the Pearlstone Center in February 
2011. He has managed the Jewish 
Community Gardening Collective, 
helping local Jewish institutions 
create educational gardens.  He 
is the program director at the 
Pearlstone Center, overseeing 
a wide array of  innovative 
educational programs, including 
farm-based field trips, conferences 
and retreats, immersive programs 
and service learning.  

Or Atid will begin the evening 
with a dinner, then an engaging 
discussion with our speaker and 
following that, Selichot Services on 
Aug. 31 at 6:30 p.m.

You can find Or Atid at 10625 
Patterson Avenue.  Call (804) 740-
4747 to let us know that you will 
be coming.  

The community is invited to celebrate Rabbi 
Dennis Beck-Berman’s 20th anniversary with 

Congregation Brith Achim on Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 16-17 at Congregation Brith Achim in Peters-
burg.  

There will be special services Friday evening at 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday morning at 10 a.m., and 
a Rabbi roast and dinner (vegetarian/dairy Italian 
menu) Saturday night. The cost to celebrate with 
the congregation is $25 per person. Checks may be 

made payable to Congregation Brith Achim, 
and mailed to: Congregation Brith Achim, P. 

O. Box 1507, Petersburg, VA 23805.  Please make reservations by Aug. 5. 
Contact Sid Sperberg at sidsperberg05@gmail.com or Diane Emory at emorytmc@
aol.com for more information.

Congregation Brith Achim is proud to announce its newly elected Board 
of  Directors for the 2013-2014 year: President, Sid Sperberg; 1st Vice Presi-
dent, Diane Emory; 2nd Vice President, Karen Storm; Treasurer,  Larry Katz; 
Financial Secretary, Brian Silver and Recording Secretary, Meryl Yourish. 

“Fourth Friday Food, Fun & Worship” – Sept.-May 6:30 p.m. Bring your 
friends. A dairy dinner including traditional Sabbath rituals and spirited songs 
is followed by an animated Torah study for adults and children. Services are at 
7:30 p.m. and incorporate some lively new melodies and music, followed by a 
scrumptious oneg.

Rabbi Dennis Beck-Berman
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THIS COURSE, TAUGHT BY RABBIS  BEIFIELD & 
GALLOP, IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY 

THROUGH JUDAISM FOR ANYONE WHO WANTS 
TO UNDERSTAND JEWISH PRACTICES, BELIEFS, 

HISTORY, THEOLOGY, CONTEMPORARY 
JUDAISM, BRANCHES OF JUDAISM, HOLIDAYS, 

AND LIFE-CYCLE EVENTS.  
 

Perfect for Interfaith couples & those considering conversion 
Open to members and non-members 

 
Classes will be held on SUNDAYS from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

September 22, 29  October 6, 20, 27 
November 3, 10  December 8 

January 12, 19, 26  February 2, 23 
March 2, 9, 16 

 
For information, call Rabbi Beifield at the Temple office at 358-6757 or email at rabbi@bethahabah.org.  

 
YES!  I am interested in participating in the Intro to Judaism class. 

 
Name ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone ______________________       E-mail ________________________ 
Please check one: 
    ___ Beth Ahabah members: $60 per set of materials (couples may share) 

    ___ Non- members: $100 per set of materials (couples may share) 

Make check payable and mail to: 
Congregation Beth Ahabah 
1111 West Franklin Street 

Richmond, VA 23220 
 

OR 
register online at bethahabah.org 

agency 
highlightsin our

synagogues

RTA Students, Alumni 
Go ‘Camp-ing’ 

One way Rudlin Torah Academy alumni 
keep busy during the long summer 
vacation - working to provide exciting 
summer camp experiences for our 
community.
(Above) More than 50 children, most 
of them current or future RTA students, 
participated in KBI Boys Camp directed 
by yitzy Klestzick (RTA ‘05, yeshiva of 
Virginia ‘09)  and  yoni Lewis (RTA ‘09, 
yVA ‘13). (Left) Chabad’s Gap-Camp 
under the leadership of Ines Rosenblum, 
(Shaarei Torah of Richmond, ‘99), and 
Camp Kaytana led by Bracha Bart (RTA 
‘08).  

Rudlin Torah Academy is support-
ed, in part, by a generous contri-
bution from the Jewish Commu-
nity Federation of Richmond.

Fabulous Contemporary Home
on 11.92 acre lot with 4-acre lake!

Premier Close-In Manakin-Sabot Location!

•5,500 sq ft/open floor plan
•5 bdrms (1st flr master)
•2 car att gar + 3-car det
•Whole House Generator
•Very well maintained

Offered at $899,000!
STEVIE WATSON - 754-4551

Long and Foster

Advertise in The Reflector!
The Reflector is the most cost-effective way to reach Richmond’s most affluent, 

quality conscious families. We deliver directly to approximately 3,500 households - 
reaching about 10,000 people in the Richmond-Metro area.

Call for rates and publication dates:
Rod Brinks (804) 545-8655

rbrinks@jewishrichmond.org

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

Reflectorthe

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

Reflectorthe

Jewish Community Federation
OF RICHMOND

Reflectorthe
in this issue

Reflectorthe

(From left) Amalya Weinberger,  Amira  Sherman 
and  Lily Lusk.
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community
news

At its Annual Meeting on June 24 at the 
Country Club of  Virginia, the World 

Pediatric Project presented its 2013 Julian C. 
Metts Jr.  Humanitarian of  the Year award to 
Babs Jackson, president/CEO of  the Hospital 
Hospitality House.  

The award is given to the individual or 
group who, during the year “has best exem-
plified the passionate heartfelt dedication to 
healing children who otherwise have no hope 
of  receiving help. In her introductory remarks, 
Susan Rickman, WPP president, said that the 
honoree and the HHH “embody the mission 
and heart of  the pediatric project’s founder 
and the award’s namesake, Julian C. Metts.” 

In operation since 1984, HHH provides 
shelter and comfort for patients and their care-
givers undergoing medical treatment at MCV 
Health Systems, McGuire VA Veterans Hos-
pital and other Richmond area hospitals. It is 
the largest resource of  its kind in the country 

Babs Jackson Receives 
Humanitarian of year Award 

So how did this happen?
Quietly and effectively, local and 

international Jewish organizations, 
philanthropists, and advocates – running 
the pluralistic gamut of  religious 
movements and cultural options – have 
invested in both Jewish people (some who 
proudly identified as such and others who 
have since “come out”) and in synagogues, 
community-wide Sabbath dinners, 
camping experiences, Jewish learning 
conferences, Jewish Community Centers 
and youth clubs, urban holiday events, 
study groups, and even Jewish cooking 
classes.

Today in Warsaw and Krakow, centers 
of  Jewish life, one can take a Hebrew class 
in the morning, learn how to make latkes 
at lunchtime, and meet with other people 
who are exploring their Jewish heritage – 
in some cases long hidden by their families 
for fear of  persecution – at night. 

Young Polish Jews are also leading the 
way. In many ways they have inherited 
a tremendous historical legacy, but are 
remaking it in their own image. 

Add to this a growing number of  Jewish 
expats living and breathing Polish culture 
and language and you have an enigmatic 
phenomenon that is bolstering a local 
community’s confidence in itself. 

Take Antonina Samecka, a Polish 
Jewish fashion designer whose RISK. 
MADE IN WARSAW brand has a line 
festooned with Jewish imagery and humor. 
By incorporating Stars of  David in the 
design and creating a “You Had Me At 
Shalom” T-shirt, it embodies the vanguard 
of  Jewish Poland today – a mix of  pride 
and creativity.

And the picture would not be complete 
without mentioning Jewish heritage tours 
around the country, family genealogy research 
in corners of  Poland where there are no Jews 
left, and a trend among some Jews to acquire 
a EU passport and embrace the country their 
parents and grandparents left behind. 

In a scene in Steven Spielberg’s iconic film 
“Schindler’s List,” the brutal Nazi Amon Goeth 
proudly hails that he and his soldiers are about to 
destroy 600 years of  Jewish history in Krakow. 

And although they succeeded in 
liquidating the city’s ghetto and sending the 
survivors to the death camps, the winds of  
history have shifted to prove him wrong. 
Today, in tens of  thousands of  Jewish faces 
and lives, in song and prayer, and even in new 
forms of  Jewish self-expression, Jewish life 
in Poland is blossoming. And that is cause 
for celebration.

Why Jewish 
Life is Thriving
in Today’s 
Poland

Editor’s Note:  The Reflector is reprinting 
major parts of  a commentary by Alan H. Gill, 
CEO of  the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC). It was published June 21 on 
FoxNews.com, a week after Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu visited Poland. To read the 
full commentary online visit www.foxnews.com/
opinion/2013/06/21/why-jewish-life-is-
thriving-in-today-poland/#ixzz2ZWm1t9lx 

When Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu visited Poland last week, 

he found a Polish Jewish community 
virtually unrecognizable to any student 
of  history. That’s because 22 years after 
the fall of  communism and more than 
70 years after the Nazis annihilated three 
million Polish Jews (of  the 6 million total 
Jews murdered), Polish Jews are embracing 
their identity and faith in inspiring and 
frankly unbelievable ways.

And that’s not just because there is 
a laudable Museum of  the History of  
Polish Jews that opened with fanfare 
last month or a moving tribute to the 
anniversary of  the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising that brought international 
attention to the bravery of  the Ghetto 
fighters so many years after their heroic 
actions.

It’s because the country’s 25,000 
Jews – though a far cry from the millions 
that built a robust Jewish civilization 
throughout pre-war Poland – are eager 
to innovate Jewish life through street 
festivals, educational and religious 
programs, and by investigating their 
family’s past, despite the pain.

Today, in tens of  thousands of  Jewish 
faces and lives Jewish life in Poland 
is blossoming. And that is cause for 
celebration. And this is extraordinary in 
a country whose Communist-led post-
1967 “anti-Zionist” purges forced many 
Jews to either emigrate from Poland 
or head underground, hiding their 
identities for many decades to come.  

And yet after Communism fell, some 
Jews – like their Catholic neighbors who 
enthusiastically clung to their faith – were 
able to explore what it meant to be a Jew 
in a place where for the better part of  50 
years it was unthinkable. And in many ways 
it was because a parent or grandparent 
shockingly revealed their Jewish heritage 
on their deathbeds.

that operates only on donations.  
In part, Jackson was recognized for mak-

ing the pediatric floor at the facility, which in 
the past had not been able to serve children, a 
reality. All children and their caretakers stay-
ing at the facility, not only need specialized 
treatment, but also caring and nurturing sur-
roundings.  

The staff was recognized for their warmth 
and comfort and love of  all the children who 
stay at the House. Such bonds were formed 
in recent months when it was home for the 
con-joined twins from the Dominican Repub-
lic while they were undergoing the successful 
effort to separate them at MCV.  HHH also 
hosted their “Going Home” party that was a 
special celebration in many ways. 

Rickman acknowledged that Jackson is re-
tiring this year, “leaving behind an incredible 
service to not only WPP but also many other 
families who have stayed at the facility.”  She 
told her board that “Babs’ legacy will be the 
solid ground and culture she built at HHH as 
their CEO and guiding light.”

Since coming to the organization in 2000, 
Jackson has seen it grow from fewer than 50 
guests a day to more than 150. Besides her 
work at this nonprofit, she serves on the boards 
of  the Downtown Management Group and 
the Better Business Bureau and is the past 
treasurer of  Prevent Child Abuse Virginia 
and Congregation Beth Ahabah. Jackson also 
serves on the board of  the MCV Auxiliary of  
VCU Health Systems. 

She is an MBA graduate of  the VCU 
School of  Business. Her husband, Larry Jack-
son, is CEO of  JFS.  

will also answer questions, so if  you’re 
concerned about civil unrest among Israel’s 
neighbors, or U.S. foreign aid for Israel, or 
the state of  U.S. funding for Iron Dome, 
then now is the time to get involved by 
attending this event.  Light refreshments will 
be served. A minimum $100 contribution is 
suggested. The memorial’s Hall of  Honor 
is indoors and air conditioned. There is 
ample free offstreet parking. 

Danko works with members of  Congress 
and their staff  to promote foreign aid and 
other measures to strengthen the US-Israel 
relationship, specifically promoting and 
developing- bilateral energy cooperation.  

To get involved with AIPAC Richmond  
email Jeff  Stein  at jstein@aipac.org or Dovid 
Asher at RabbiAsher@kbirichmond.com.

Senior AIPAC Official to Speak 
in Richmond on August 15
AIPAC’s mission is to strengthen the ties 

between the U. S. and its ally Israel. 
As America’s pro-Israel lobby, AIPAC 
works with Democrats, Republicans and 
Independents to enact public policy that 
enhances the U.S.-Israel relationship.  In 
order to help AIPAC meet its mission, a new 
local chapter of  AIPAC American Israel 
Political Affairs Committee has formed in 
Richmond and you are invited to take part.  

On Thursday, Aug. 15, at 6:30 p.m., at 
the Virginia War Memorial’s Hall of  Honor, 
621 S. Belvidere St., AIPAC Richmond invites 
the Richmond area community to hear Eric 
Danko, one of  only ten AIPAC lobbyists. 

Danko will speak as a true insider about 
the latest coming out of  Washington, D.C, 
that affects the U.S-Israel relationship.  He 

Babs Jackson (left) receives award from  Julian 
C. Metts Jr., founder of the award that bears 
his name, and Susan Rickman of the World 
Pediatric Project. 
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Last fall, Ron Fink, marketing chair 
and executive committee member of  

Congregation Or Atid (COA), reached out 
to me about Create a Jewish Legacy and the 
Book of  Life. After several conversations, 
a few visits and some generous donations, 
COA now has a growing endowment fund at 
Richmond Jewish Foundation and is poised 
to grow the fund to ensure COA’s bright 
future. 

Soon after our initial call I met with 
COA’s executive committee to discuss RJF’s 
role as our community’s planned giving and 
endowment resource. For more than 30 
years RJF has helped synagogues, families 
and agencies create lasting endowment 
funds and since 2007 we have helped our 
synagogues and agencies develop more 
bequest donors through the Create a Jewish 
Legacy initiative. 

Shortly after my meeting with COA’s 
executive committee, a couple called me to 
ask for my help in creating the Congregation 
Or Atid Endowment Fund, designed to 
support the synagogue’s annual operations. 
Every spring, RJF will determine the annual 
distribution to COA based on a simple 
formula that accounts for donations made to 
the fund, the fund’s growth from investments 
and any distributions and fees. 

We use a formula based on the three year 
average of  the fund’s balance determined on 
December 31 of  each year. We then multiply 
that balance by a spending rate of  4%.  The 

goal of  our investment manager is to earn 
over 7% each year. This allows for the 4% 
spending rate, an RJF fee, and a balance that 
stays in the fund to grow for the future.      

After the couple created the fund and 
made the first donation, the synagogue’s 
leadership, including Margo Shayne, Lisa 
Roday and Norm Geller, went into action to 
set up a series of  meetings for me to discuss the 
fund with the congregation. These meetings 
led to several one-on-one conversations with 
members of  the COA community who are 
creating plans in their will or estate plan 
to leave a gift after their lifetime. A host 
of  congregants were so moved by the idea 
of  supporting Or Atid’s future they have 
already made cash donations to the fund. 

COA is working on additional ideas to 
educate the remainder of  the congregation 
including an endowment donor thank you 
event, discussing the new fund during the 
high holidays, branding a new endowment 
society, hosting additional educational events 
throughout the year and regularly including 
articles about the endowment campaign in 
their monthly bulletin.  

If  you would like to donate to the 
COA Endowment Fund or any of  the 
other 200 RJF funds, please donate online 
at www.rjfoundation.org or call Robert at 
(804) 545-8656. If  you are a member of  a 
synagogue or nonprofit and want to help 
your organization start an endowment fund, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me, as well. 

focus on 
foundation

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

Congregation
Or Atid 
Endowment Fund 

Hadassah Happenings

Hadassah’s Book Club is Perking: 
Aug. 11
Join Hadassah on Sunday, Aug. 11 at 1 p.m., 
at the Weinstein  JCC as members and guests 
discuss the “Pictures at an Exhibition” by Sar-
ah Houghteling.  

Don’t miss discussing this historical novel, 
family saga, labyrinthine love story, and sump-
tuous meditation on the purpose and value of  
material beauty when war threatens the very 
fabric of  civilization.

Houghteling”s sweeping and sensuous 
novel  tells of  a son’s search for his family’s  
master pieces  of  art looted by the Nazis dur-
ing the occupation.

If  you want to read ahead, the following 
books will be read: Sept. 9 —“What We Talk 
About  When We Talk About Anne Frank”  
by Nathan Englander, a collection of  short 
stories.”  On Oct. 27, Hadassah will discuss 
“Everything is Illuminated” by Jonathan Saf-
ran-Foer.  Warning: This one has some spicy 
language, but it was a multiple award winner.

The community is invited so bring your 
friends. For details, call Marilyn Townsell at 
(804) 467-7798.

Wicked Women in the Bible Part II: 
Aug. 14

If  you enjoyed “Wicked Women in the 
Bible part I,” wait until you hear Part II. The 
first part was so interesting, Hadassah mem-
bers asked for Part II. Part of  the fun is deter-
mining what constitutes “wicked.”

The community is invited to join in this 
animated discussion at Hadassah’s Lunch 
and Learn, Wednesday Aug. 14, at noon at 
the Weinstein JCC, facilitated by religious his-
tory expert Julie Beck-Berman. Bring a bag 
lunch or purchase lunch at the Café.

For details, contact Carolyn Belgrad at 
cbelgrad@comcast.net or (804) 839-7351.

Fundraiser Deadline: Aug. 22

Please support Hadassah’s annual fund-
raiser for the High Holy Days by buying a 
beautiful floral centerpiece for Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur. You must place your 
order by Aug. 22.

For only $45, Coleman Brothers will de-
liver a lovely fall arrangement to loved ones 

locally and out of  town for $60. All arrange-
ments will be delivered by Sept. 3 for Rosh 
Hashanah and  by Sept. 13 for Yom Kippur. 
It also makes a lovely hostess gift for friends. 

The money raised supports many Hadas-
sah programs in Israel including its efforts in 
pace-setting health, education and youth in-
stitutions.

To order, make your check for $45 or $60 
per arrangement payable to Richmond Ha-
dassah. Include the recipient’s name, address 
and phone number and which holiday you 
would like the flowers delivered. Include your 
name and phone number.  Send the infor-
mation with your check to Carolyn Perlman, 
12808 Fox Meadow Dr., Richmond , 23233. 
For details, call Carolyn Perlman  at  (804) 
360-3604.

Hadassah Trailblazers: Oct. 20
Richmond Hadassah will honor six wom-

en who have been life members for more than 
50 years and 320 members who have been 
Life Members for over 25 years at its annual 
membership event.

Join members, associates and friends on 
Oct. 20 at 11 a.m. at the Westwood Racquet 
Club when Richmond Hadassah will cel-
ebrate these trailblazing members.

For details, about Hadassah membership 
or the event, contact co-membership Vice 
Presidents Beth Rochkind at  (804) 308-2538 
or ABEJRock@aol.com or Elaine Ragone at 
(740) 8673, (talk2el@aol.com.) Or contact any 
member of  the Membership Committee: 
Paula Carl, Terry Hirsh, Marsha Marks, 
Debbie Leo, Debbie Friedman, Geri Stahl, 
Pat Gershenoff  and Susan Kleinman.

FRUIT FESTIVAL®

MADE AND DELIVERED 
FRESH DAILY!

Make life a little sweeter.

To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
 9736 Midlothian Turnpike

Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com

Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kosher Certifi ed

Please Support  Reflector Advertisers.

Thank You!
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Six Decades
Continued from page 1

couldn’t afford any baby sitting and they needed 
a place for us. 

“So, I’ve been in the shoe business since three 
or four weeks old.  My sister a little longer. As his-
tory goes, my parents got lucky.” 

Following the Grace Street location, they 
moved to Patterson and Libbie in 1961. This 
store featured women’s and children’s shoes. The 
family opened their third store in 1971 (next to 
the Westhampton Bakery) at 5726 Patterson Ave-
nue offering high-fashion shoes in a 5,000 square 
foot storefront. In 1983, a men’s store was opened 
in the same neighborhood in the 5700 block. 

“We thought that was a big store at 5,000 
square feet and our store at Short Pump is 26,000 
square feet. Our Fredricksburg store is 19,000 
square feet,” he said.

In 1989, they consolidated the three opera-
tions into a superstore of  18,000 square feet at the 
Ridge Shopping Center.  A fire in February 2001 
destroyed the store and most of  the inventory. “It 
was devastating, but gave us a new perspective on 
the business and life,” he said. 

The Ridge store reopened about nine 
months later. Then in 2005, Saxon moved to 
Short Pump Town Center. This store offers 
more than 200 well-known brand names for 
men, women and children. 

Weiner said it has always been a family 
business. His mother insisted they work in the 
store or do other jobs. “We always worked.”  

When he was young, he worked as a stock 
boy and began selling shoes at age 14-15. After 
college he bought men’s shoes and moved into 
other areas buying children’s shoes and work-
ing with his mother on buying women’s shoes.

“My mother was one of  the premiere buy-
ers in the country of  ladies footware,” Weiner 
noted. 

“My Dad had a great ability to work with 
people and try to find a happy conclusion with 
everything. The perseverance and organiza-
tion skills from my mother just made it a really 
good fit for me, my  sister and our kids,” he 
emphasized.  

There is a good mix of  work ethics in all 
the children, he said. 

“Here we are today in 2013; we do more 
business before lunch on Saturday than my 
parents did during their entire first year in 
business. And we have gone from one em-
ployee to roughly 140 employees in two cities.”

His mother was active until about eight 
years ago. “My mother still checks up on me 
when she’s in town and brings me my lunch.” 
His wife, Beth, has worked in the business 
for 15-20 years. “She does a lot of  important 
things in the office setting.”

Amanda Weiner, his daughter, handles 
all the social media and front-desk customer 
service as well as cause-related marketing. His 
son, Evan, does all the IT and building opera-
tions. Cory, his youngest son, who worked in 
the business for several years, is now in con-
struction management.

“My sister began working as a teenager 
and continued until about 4-5 years ago when 
her daughter, Robin, had her first baby. When 
she became a grandmother, it was a great time 
for her to retire. Robin worked here for quite 
a few years and ran the front desk, and Susie’s 
son, Jason, worked here before moving out of  
town. Everybody in and around the family ei-
ther is or has been involved, including nieces, 
nephews and cousins.”  

He cited consistency as the number one 
reason Saxon has grown and remained a 
leader for the six decades. “For 60 years we’ve 
focused on selection, sizes and service. Selec-
tion – the largest selection available in a shoe 
store;  sizes – hard-to-find sizes. And most im-
portantly, we’ve focused on service, a long-lost 
art found in only a few places. There’s a good 
segment of  the population who still wants and 
appreciates a one-stop shopping experience.”

Saxon Shoes is also noted for its long histo-
ry of  philanthropy and community service. “It 
started with my Dad when he couldn’t afford 
to give anything away, but he would still let 
somebody pay less for a pair of  shoes, or owe 
him money because he thought it was right.”

This legacy has continued and is vibrant. 
In “Bright Beginnings,” the Saxon staff 

provides and fits 400-500 children with new 
shoes each school year through the YMCA. 
The “Saxon Shoes for the Needy” program 
will soon begin its 21st year from October-
December collecting 5,000-10,000 gently 
used  shoes primarily for adults for the Salva-
tion Army. Saxon is involved in 100’s of  other 
efforts to help seniors, the needy, the disabled, 
the disadvantaged and others. Weiner person-
ally has actively coordinated the visits of  Israeli 
Scouts to Richmond for many years.   

“We are proud of  our history started by 
my parents. We are more than a sea of  shoes.  
We’ve had the same consistency and same 
family for 60 years. Our salespeople must be 
on time, do the best they can and make people 
happy. We insist on that,” Weiner said. 

Back to School
Continued from page  8

A family institution for 60 years, Saxon Shoes is 
known for selection, sizes and service. 

that shapes not only children’s knowledge and 
skill, but also their attitudes about learning 
and intellectual curiosity. The program also 
provides a unique curriculum for the teaching 
of  ethics to young children.  Ethical Start™ is 
based on the text of  Pirkei Avot (Ethics of  the 
Fathers) a classic Jewish text on ethics. With 
its focus on responsibility, dignity, kindness, 
community, tradition and respect, relevant 
teaching opportunities present themselves 
readily. Our school also has a vegetable and 
herb garden where the children learn to dig, 
explore and learn about the wonders of  nature. 
The Early Childhood Playground renovation 
is moving ahead and we will become the first 
certified Nature Explore playground in the 
area. For details, call Donna Peters at (804) 
545-8617 or email dpeters@weinsteinjcc.org.

RCJE Teachers’ Workshop

On Tuesday, Aug. 20, from 6-9 p.m., the 
Richmond Council of  Jewish Education 

will host its annual Teacher’s Professional 
Development Workshop at Congregation Or 
Atid. The seminar will feature a lecture and 
discussion with Lauren Granite of  Centropa. 
Centropa, a Jewish historical institute based in 
Vienna, Austria, addresses these challenges by 
using modern technologies to engage students 

in the stories of  the past, empowering them to 
tell stories themselves and connecting them to 
each other across three continents. It is open 
to any educator whether you are teaching at 
a public, private or religious school setting.  
Dinner will be free for teachers teaching at 
a Synagogue religious school, the Weinstein 
JCC, Aleph Bet Preschool or Rudlin Torah 
Academy. For others, dinner will be $10.  
For details, or to register, contact Sara 
Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org.

Richmond Jewish Coalition for 
Literacy 

In September, the Richmond Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy will begin another 

productive and supportive year mentoring 
students at Swansboro Elementary School. 
Sponsored by the Federation, RJCL’s goal 
is to enable at-risk children to become more 
secure in their learning environment. About 
40 literacy volunteers share their time with 
the students in several different activities. To 
make a difference in the life of  a child, join 
the mentors. It only takes one hour a week. 
For details, call Diane Munsey at the JCFR 
at (804) 545-8654 or email Claudia Biegler at 
claudiabiegler@gmail.com.

It only takes a few minutes to change lives in Richmond and around the world. Food banks for the needy, care 
for seniors, Israel experiences for the young — these are just some of the solutions Federation supports with heart, 
innovation and decades of knowing what works. Seize the moment: Donate. Volunteer. Get involved. 
Your link to getting started: JewishRichmond.org

FEED THE HUNGRY. 
GIVE HOPE TO THOUSANDS. 

SECURE THE FUTURE.

BEFORE 
YOU 

 HSINIF 
BREAKFAST. 

NO ONE BUILDS COMMUNITY   
LIKE FEDERATION. 

JewishRichmond.org   
      jcfRichmond
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Campaign
Continued from page 1

around the world.  We respond in times of  
crisis. And we nurture the Jewish commu-
nity today and for the future.

The Campaign supports a community-
wide network of  organizations that do two 
things: 

1. Care for people in need here at home, in 
Israel and around the world. 

2. Nurture and sustain the Jewish com-
munity today and for future generations. 
Through our community-wide network of  
partners and our strategic approach to fund-
raising, the JCFR identifies, supports and ad-
dresses the full range of  social service issues 
and community needs with compassion and 
foresight, today and into the future.

Through the Jewish Agency for Israel 
and World ORT Federation funds training 
and educational programs to break the cycle 
of  poverty, mentoring and enrichment pro-
grams for children at risk and programs to 
help new immigrants integrate successfully 
into Israeli society. 

Federation is active in more than 70 
countries. In Russia and other Eastern Eu-
ropean countries, home to the world’s poor-
est Jews, Federation-funded programs offer 
relief  to 168,000 Jewish elderly while helping 
more than 10,000 children attend Jewish day 
schools. And everyone, including you, can 
make a world of  difference right now. 

The Jerome Gumenick Annual 
Campaign Endowment of  the RJF 
Matching Gifts Program

Major donors are encouraged to increase their gift by 5 percent. This 5 per-
cent increase will be matched from this pool of  funds.

Donors who give below $5,000 are encouraged to increase their gift by $500 
or  increase their gift  in increments of  $100.  These increases will be matched 
from this pool of  funds.

For Young Adult Division donors who give below $500, increases in any 
amount will be triple matched from this pool of  funds.

Several events are in the planning stages. Super Sunday is schedule for 
December 8.

For additional information about the Campaign, contact Matt Langsam at  
(804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org. Online giving is available at www.
jewishrichmond.org.

Assisting young families through financial hardships with grants for preschool 
and camp.

Helping seniors with their special needs.

Providing education and training to advance Jewish people 
worldwide.

COMING SOON! 

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond  

2014 Grand Event  

Wednesday     
October 9, 2013 

5:30 pm 

Guest Speaker:  Will Recant, Assistant Executive Vice-President  

of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC).   
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