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Sisisky and co-chaired by Mike
and Leah Sievers, will be held on
Thursday, Sept. 13 at the Virginia
Historical Society. The event will
feature guest speaker Dr. Stephen
Berk, an eminent scholar on Israel,
the Holocaust and world Jewry.
He is the Henry and Sally
Schaffer Professor of Holocaust
and Jewish studies at Union College
in Schenectady, N.Y.
He is the former chair of the
Department of History, Director
of the Program in Russia and East
European Studies and helps advise
the Hillel organization at Union.
Berk is considered an absolutely
superb lecturer and teacher. His
lectures are in high demand as
a guest speaker. He is always
informative,
interesting
and
entertaining. He is widely known
for his expertise on the Holocaust,

Russia, the Middle East and a
variety of Jewish subjects.
JCFR CEO Samuel Asher,
said, “I am very excited that we as
a community have an opportunity
to hear from Dr. Stephen Berk.

With all that is facing the Jewish
world and Israel, from the possible
change in Israel’s coalition
government to the every changing
Grand Event More on page 12

JCFR Mission to Cuba
December 20 - 23, 2012
The JCFR will host a Mission to Cuba. Limited
spaces are available since travel to Cuba is
heavily regulated and few communities have such
an opportunity. You will have an opportunity to
visit Jewish communal and humanitarian sites
and connect with the Cuban Jewish community.
If you are interested in this unique experience,
contact Matt Langsam at 545-8652 or mlangsam@
jewishrichmond.org

Beth Sholom Residents Go Dancing
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Beth Sholom resident Lola Kay and
Manley, activities director.

T

he residents at Beth Sholom
love to be on the move.
Whether it is exercising,
walking around the garden, or
going on trips to restaurants and
museums, they are always on the

go. Because of how active
many of the residents are,
Beth Sholom asked Phyllis
Harris, a ballroom dance
instructor, to come visit.
Nearly 40 residents
watched Harris dance with
her volunteers. Some of the
residents even got up for the
Cha-Cha and the Waltz.
They danced in their seats,
laughing and singing along
to all of those familiar songs
that they themselves used to
dance to.
Everyone had such
a good time that one of
Ashley Beth Sholom’s generous
family members set up a
scholarship fund to allow
the instructor to visit monthly.
This opportunity generates many
positive benefits for our residents.
It is widely known and studied
how influential music can be in the
elderly population.

This dancing program gives
residents who are in wheelchairs
or unsteady on their feet a chance
to respond to the music, but
also allows any residents who
are mobile enough a chance to
move around, maintaining their
physical and emotional well-being.
The “Dancing with Phyllis”
sessions mirror the benefits and
outcomes of a popular form of
therapy for those with dementia
called Dance Therapy.
Using dance in a therapeutic
way helps physically and mentally
as well.
Listening to the music and
watching others dance opened
up so many discussions about our
residents past dancing experiences
with friends or loved ones.
This allowed Beth Sholom to
tap into the strengths of residents’
long term memory, life histories,
and individual talents to foster not
only a physical connection with

Resident Belle Olshansky and ballroom
dancing volunteer.

the dancing but an emotional one
as well.
For more information on
the dance therapy program, call
Ashley Manley, activities director
for assisted living at Beth Sholom
at 421-1158.

focus on

federation
Network JCFR Participants
Share Their Experiences

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
• August 14 | 5 p.m.
Hadassah Membership Poolside
Wine and Cheese Party
Home of Ann Eisenberg

• August 22 | 7 p.m.
Shalom Richmond Newcomers
Sponsored by JCFR
Weinstein JCC

• Through August 31
Faces of the Ghetto: From
Jewish Council of Lodz Ghetto
Virginia Holocaust Museum

• September 13 | 5:30 p.m.
JCFR Grand Event
With Professor Stephen Berk
Virginia Historical Society

• August 20 | 8 a.m.
Beth-El Golf Tournament
Hunting Hawk Golf Club, Glen Allen

• September 20 | 7:30 a.m.
JCFR Enterprise Circle
With Dr. Sheldon Retchin
Weinstein JCC

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

August Network JCFR Schedule
(From left) Jennifer Koch and Melanie Phillips at
Network JCFR Trivia Night at FW Sullivan’s.

(From left) Jessica Smith, Jessica Lutzky and
Sam Wilson.

Editor’s Note - Four Jewish young professionals
share some of the benefits from their participation in
Network JCFR.

“I am a native Richmonder, but lived away from
Richmond for 12 years. I moved back to Richmond and immediately
contacted the Federation.
I was thrilled to learn more
about Network JCFR. It
has been amazing to move
back and have an opportunity to meet incredible
people through so many
different events including Geri Stahl
Shabbat dinners, Tikkun
Olam Tuesdays, Happy Hours, and book clubs.
It’s a great way to network and meet other Jewish professionals. Thank you Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond. You have helped to
make the transition back to Richmond even better than I expected.”
Geri Stahl

“I had never heard of Network JCFR until I
moved back to Richmond in September of last
year. Becoming a part of
this group has been one
of the highlights of the
past year of my life. My
involvement with this organization has provided
me with an amazing opportunity to become involved in the Richmond
Alissa Aronovici
community, meet other
Jewish young professionals, and has helped me
develop both professionally and personally.
Due to Danielle Aaronson’s strong leadership, I have been able to participate in professional development programs, community service
projects, Shabbat dinners, and networking and
social events. It has helped me feel reconnected
to my Jewish identity and introduced me to the
extensive and welcoming Jewish community in
Richmond. I hope to increase my involvement
with this group and am so grateful for all it has
given me!”
Alissa Aronovici
“Network JCFR has
been a great opportunity to network with
fellow Jewish young
professionals. I love the
diversity of programming, including Shabbat dinners, happy
hours, and the opporMatthew Miller
tunity to attend TribeFest
this past March. I always
prioritize the Network JCFR events on my social
calendar and always look forward to attending
each event!”
Matthew Miller
2 | the Reflector | August 2012

. Av/Elul 5772

“What can I say about the JCFR Network? Honestly what can’t I say? Before I started going to
these events, my social and
professional circle wasn’t
nearly as big. I’ve made
more connections in the
past 6 months than I have
in the past 4 years. I have an
absolute blast when I go the
events. Danielle is an amazing director and a joy to Max Wilson
hang out with. She has taken
us to so many venues and places, I would never
have thought to go to with my friends otherwise.
Being a new realtor, making new contacts is vital
for my business. Going to these is not only important, but entertaining as well, from Shabbat Dinner, to Happy Hour or a Squirrels game, there is
always fun to be had. I think the JCFR is necessary so that young professionals and friends can
get together and widen their spheres of influence
for business, and also a group to which we can get
together and just schmooze. I know I’ll be going
to these events for as long as the network exists.”
Max Wilson

Adventure Workshop, Sunday, Aug. 5,
11a.m., Maymont Park Entrance (Hampton
St.); Enjoy a peaceful gathering to reflect on your
personal connection to spirit/self. Some light
movement and beginner meditation will be led.
You will leave feeling more centered, proactive,
and mindful. Please bring a blanket, comfortable
clothes,and a journal (optional).
Happy Hour, Thursday, Aug. 9, 8 p.m., Sara
Rosenbaum’s residence (RSVP for address);
home-hosted happy hour complete with fireworks at nearby Diamond. Some drinks and
light appetizers will be provided.
Book Club, Sunday, Aug. 12, 2:30 p.m., Alissa
Aronovici residence (RSVP for address); Enjoy
a cup of tea and a snack while discussing “The
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society”
by Mary Ann Shafer.
Brunch, Sunday, Aug. 19, 11:30 a.m., Halligan
Bar and Grill (2451 Old Brick Rd.); Enjoy an
a-la-cart brunch ($5-$10) on the patio (rain plan
indoors) in southern style.
Matisyahu Concert, Tuesday, Aug. 21, 6
p.m., Snagajob Pavilion (Lakebrook Drive), Experience Matisyahu LIVE! $16.50 (cash or check)
handed to Danielle Aaronson by Sunday, Aug.
19, to claim the discounted ticket price.
Shalom Richmond Newcomers, Wednesday, Aug. 22, 7 p.m., Weinstein JCC ; Sponsored
by JCFR; New to Richmond (in the past year or
two or new to Network JCFR)? Come meet and
greet with the community.
Adventure Workshop, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2
p.m., Whole Foods (W. Broad St.), The most
powerful way to nourish ourselves is through
food. Guided with a Holistic Health coach, we
will navigate through an organic grocery store
discussing food choices, meal strategizing and
affordable food choices. Optional lunch (at your
own expense) will follow.
Contact Danielle Aaronson (daaronson@
jewishrichmond.org) if you know of anyone that
could benefit from being involved. We are looking
for community members who are willing to open
their homes for Shabbat dinner.

(From left) David Peyton, David Gluckman and
Derek Martin.
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Myths and Realities
About RJCL Mentoring
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federation
Reclaiming the Spirit of
Community

M

any readers have seen
articles in The Reflector
about the Richmond Jewish
Coalition For Literacy’s
(RJCL) mentoring program
at Swansboro Elementary
School in Richmond.
You
may
have
read profiles about our
wonderful and diverse
group of mentors. Your Swansboro Elementary School students at a
music performance at the school.
interest may have been
piqued. You may have
time. It must take hours of time.
thought, “I wonder if I could do
REALITY: Even if you only
that?” Well you can. And here have 1 hour a week or a few weeks
are some of the MYTHS and during the year, you can help. Many
REALITIES of being a mentor.
mentors come once a week for an
MYTH: You have to be a teacher hour to work with their child. The
or have a background in education. day and time is worked out between
REALITY: You only have to the mentor and the teacher- so some
have an interest in helping a child or come during their lunch, some in
children with their social, emotional the mornings and some at the end
and/or educational needs in school. of the school day. And if you can’t
You only have to be caring and do it for the entire school year, there
compassionate and willing to give is a program called Readers’ Café
those words of encouragement and where mentors work on 1 book
a big smile. If you have children, with a group of students for 4 to 6
nieces or nephews, have babysat, weeks. But many mentors, who start
you have mentored.
RJCL More on page 10
MYTH: I don’t have enough

By Homeland Security Officials

Jewish Leaders Briefed
on Bulgaria Attacks
D
espite the shocking nature of
the July 18 abhorrent attack on
Israeli tourists in Bulgaria, there is no
imminent threat currently facing the
North American Jewish community,
security officials have emphasized.
In the bombing, six were killed and
more than 30 were injured.
“We have no specific credible
intelligence pointing to any
threat in the United States,” said
Department of Homeland Security
Principal Deputy Counterterrorism
Coordinator John Cohen. “We’re
living in a time where we have
to confront events such as that
of yesterday and we are urging
members of the Jewish community
in the United States to remain aware
of their surroundings.”
On July 19, Cohen spoke to
nearly 300 Jewish community
www.JewishRichmond.org

leaders in a teleconference, along
with senior officials from the
Secure Community Network,
the Department of Homeland
Security, the FBI and the White
House.
JFNA is working with Jewish
Federations to raise funds for
the Jewish Agency’s Victims of
Terror Fund to help support those
affected by the attack in Bulgaria.
Online donations can be made
via the Jewish Agency, at: https://
donate.jewishagency.org/page/
contribute; or checks can be sent
to:
The Jewish Federations of
North America
Wall Street Station
PO Box 157
New York, NY 10268
Attn: Victims of Terror Fund

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

D

uring our 75th Anniversary
Sherry Rose Mission to Israel,
this past fall, we had the opportunity
to visit the The Museum for the
History of Society & Democracy in
Israel at the Yitzhak Rabin Center.
It was one of the most meaningful
parts of the mission, as we viewed
exhibits about the life and times of
the former Prime Minister whose life
was integral to the building of the
State of Israel.
It is almost 17 years since
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was
assassinated. The mood of the
country was somber back then.
Israelis regretted the fact that their
society could have produced a
murderer like, Yigal Amir, who
took the life of their Prime Minister.
They regretted the vitriolic diatribes
that produced such hatred. Prior to
the assassination there was graffiti
was everywhere – including fair
amounts in favor of the Rabin peace
initiatives. But the ones critical,
were not just critical, they were
frightening – full of threats, curses,
and personally vindictive.
Today, there are reminders
that there are still major splits in
Israeli society. Israeli’s coalition
government is teetering over an
Israel Supreme Court decision to
make ultra-Orthodox citizens part
of the nation’s compulsory military
service. The Kadima party has
announced that it will withdraw
from the coalition over this issue.
The coalition, which was lauded as
a great unity government, has only
lasted 70 days.
The 2012 U.S. Presidential
campaign has been particularly meanspirited. Political advertisements and
stump speeches are more negative and
personal than in prior years. It is my
guess that this negative campaigning
will continue up until the election.
We must not denigrate one
another. The summer fast of Tisha
B’av, which was on the 29th of July,

reminded us that the Temple was
destroyed and our people dispersed
because of the sin of senseless hatred
(“sinat chinam”).
While there is hatred of Israel
and Jews, propagated by Iran and
other countries, we must not be
No One Builds Community Like
Federation. Let us go from
strength to strength in building
our community and developing
new and innovative programs
that build us up as a people.

dragged down by such vitriol. We must
continue to build our community and
help those in need at home, in Israel
and around the world.
As we move into our programming
year, we continue to do great things
at Federation. On Thursday, Sept.
13, we will kick off the 2013 Annual
Campaign with our premier program,
the Grand Event. Once again chaired
by Mark and Susan Sisisky and cochaired by Mike and Leah Sievers, it
will take place at the Virginia Historical
Society. We will hear from Dr. Stephen
Berk, Professor of Holocaust and
Jewish Studies at Union College in
New York. Dr. Berk is one of our best
speakers and you will not want to miss
the Grand Event. He will bring us up
to date on the politics of the Middle
East and world Jewish affairs.
This fall the Community Rabbis,
the Weinstein JCC and the JCFR

will partner to offer a community
collaborative Adult Education
Program. Beginning on Thursday,
October 11, 4 sessions will be taught
by Rabbi Martin Beifield of Beth
Ahabah, Rabbi Yossel Kranz of
Chabad, Rabbi Royi Shaffin of Or
Atid, Rabbi Dennis Beck-Berman
of Congregation Brith Achim,
and Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin
of the Weinstein JCC. Following
a one week break for Book Fair
programing the Adult Education
program will conclude its inaugural
fall session with a panel discussion
led by Rabbis Gary Creditor of
Beth-El, Jesse Gallop of Beth
Ahabah, Ben Romer of Or Ami,
and Dovid Asher of Keneseth Beth
Israel entitled: Was the Election
Good for the Jews?
This program is a result
of RESHET, the collaborative
synagogue programing launched by
the JCFR last year. Through many
planning sessions and hard work all
participants are excited to launch
this new endeavor that we hope will
benefit the Jewish community at
large. We hope you will join us for
this exciting partnership and adult
learning sessions.
No One Builds Community Like
Federation. Let us go from strength to
strength in building our community
and developing new and innovative
programs that build us up as a
people.
Please call me at 545-8622 or
email sasher@jewishrichmond.org.

.
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The Innocents by Francesca Segal

in our

agencies
J

ewish Family Theatre
is holding auditions for
the first show of its 20122013 season, the musical
“Children of Eden.”
Written by the composer known best
for the hit musical “Wicked,” Stephen
Schwartz, this musical retelling of the story
of Genesis is sure to be a hit with all ages.

Director Debra Clinton is looking
for a cast of children, teens and adults.
Auditions will be Sunday, Sept. 23, from
1-5 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC. Sign
ups will begin at 12:30 p.m. Please be
prepared to sing a two-minute selection
with sheet music, accompanist provided.
For more information, please contact
dclinton@weinsteinjcc.org.

Class Offered on Secrets of
the High Holidays
T
hink you know everything that there is
to know about the Jewish New Year?
Think again.
Get inspired and energized for the High
Holiday season with this new two-part series
focusing on the many hidden historical and
spiritual aspects of this celebratory and
sacred time of year.


Session 1: Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, Monday, Sept. 10, 7-8 p.m.
Session 2: Sukkot and Simchat Torah
Monday, Sept. 24, 7-8 p.m.
For registration, call Shoshanna
Schechter-Shaffin at 545-8657 or visit
www.weinsteinjcc.org.

Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center
Early Childhood Department—Parent Group Association
5403 Monument Avenue, Richmond, VA 23226
804-545-8615



September 17 & September 18, 2012


September 26, 2012

Rosh Hashanah Orders Due no later than
Friday, September 7 — 12:00 NOON!
Pick Up After 10 a.m. on Thursday, September 13
Weiman’s Round Plain

Qty. ____ @ $5.00 ea.

Amt. ______

Weiman’s Round Raisin Qty. ____ @ $5.00 ea.

Amt. ______

Yom Kippur Orders Due no later than
Wednesday, September 19 — 12:00 NOON!
Pick Up After 10 a.m. on Monday, September 24
Weiman’s Round Plain

Qty. ____ @ $5.00 ea.

Amt. ______

Weiman’s Round Raisin Qty. ____ @ $5.00 ea.

Amt. ______
Total Enclosed $______











 









.
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Weinstein JCC’s Jewish
Book Fair Community Read
By Debbie Friedman
Weinstein JCC Book Committee

O

ne of seven “addictive summer
novels” recommended by Real Simple
magazine, “The Innocents,” combines a
provocative love story with a traditional
Jewish community. Just in time for your
end-of-the-summer reading, this is a story to
savor from a new young writer, the daughter
of author Erich Segal.
Set in a tight-knit Jewish community
in suburban London, we meet Adam, a
young man who is engaged to his childhood
sweetheart, Rachel. Sweet, innocent and
lovely, Rachel is everything Adam has ever
imagined in a wife, and her parents adore
him. A life of easy contentment awaits at the
heart of the community.
But then Adam meets Rachel’s cousin,
Ellie, who was just kicked out of Columbia
University after appearing in an X-rated
adult film. Ellie represents everything that
Adam has striven to avoid -and everything
that is missing from his world. As his wedding
date approaches, Adam is torn between duty
and temptation, security and freedom, and
must make a choice that will break either
one heart, or many.
A reimagining of Edith Wharton’s
“The Age of Innocence, Segal’s first novel
is a delight. Praised as “wise, witty and
observant” (The Times) and “an impressive

debut...the loss of
innocence
and
the consequences
of adapting to a
culture that levies
certain expectations
on its members, are
all cleverly worked
into a poised text.”
(Sunday Times)
Francesca
Segal was born in
London in 1980. Brought up between the
UK and America, she studied at Oxford
and Harvard before becoming a writer. Her
work has appeared in Granta, The Guardian,
and The Jewish Chronicle, among others. She
has been a features writer at Tatler, and for
three years wrote the Debut Fiction column
in The Observer.
Get your copy of “The Innocents” at the
Weinstein JCC Front Desk or your favorite
book seller and start reading today.
Save the date to meet Francesca Segal
and join the conversation at the Weinstein
JCC Community Read on Wednesday, Nov.
14 at 11:30 am.
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

Touchdown Flag Football
Season is Nearly Here

F

lag football through the Weinstein JCC
for boys and girls ages 5 to 13 begins
soon.
The season starts with a skills evaluation
to be held on Aug. 26. The season will be
held from Sept. 9 - Nov. 18 (9 weeks total).
No league on Sept. 16 and Oct. 14.
Divisions will be held for each age group
as follows: Grades K-1, 2-3, 4-5, and 6-8,
with limited space in each division.
All participants will receive a NFL jersey
and flag belt. Each game will be held on
Sundays at Byrd Middle School, with a
practice session first. Volunteers are needed
for coaching the teams and is a fun way to
get involved with the kids in your community.
Register before Aug. 17 for a reduced
cost through the Weinstein JCC’s Youth
Sports League Bundle.

Safety, fun and skill development are the
focus, having fun with friends is the result.
For further information and to register
visit weinsteinjcc.org or email leagues@
weinsteinjcc.org. Non-members of the
Weinstein JCC are also welcome.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Memory of Beloved Resident Lives On at Home

(Right) Mike Sorenson receives Arthur Heller
Employee Recognition Award from Dan Heller.

B

eth Sholom Home was recently the
site of the 8th annual Arthur Heller
Employee Recognition Award, recognizing
excellence in care for the residents of the
lifecare community.
This year’s recipient, Mike Sorenson,
medical supplies coordinator, joined many
of the previous recipients of the award
at a reception in their honor, surrounded
by residents, staff, and friends of the
community. In addition to Sorenson’s
recognition, which included a cash award,

Art’s son Dan, and Home was rich with activities, and special
his wife Nancy, and friendships developed with residents, staff,
their two children, and residents’ family members. His bright
Erin and Ben, have smile and outgoing nature quickly revealed
been and continue the entertainer in him. (In his early years
to be very involved he sang professionally and entertained the
in volunteerism at Troops during WWII.) Weekly sing-alongs
the home.”
were a favorite, and his unforgettable
Established in tenor voice often earned him a spot at the
2004 by the family microphone.
of Arthur Heller
“He endeared himself to everyone here
in his memory, the and would light up a room any time he
award was created came in,” said Deirdre Arnowitz, director
Seven of the previous Arthur Heller Award receipients along with (far left) to recognize the of Social Work at the home.
difference
the
Mr. Heller was extremely appreciative
Nancy and Dan Heller, the son of Art Heller.
employees of Beth of the care he received at the Home. And
Sholom Home made during Mr. Heller’s so it was in that spirit that his family created
each of the previous recipients received a
twelve years of residency there in servicing this unique annual award to recognize an
corsage and a gift certificate, which was
the needs of all residents with dignity, employee for outstanding care and service
given to honor their continued excellence
kindness, concern and friendship. Each to the residents of Beth Sholom Lifecare
of service and their position as role models
recipient of the award (which requires Community.
for their fellow employees.
at least five years of employment in
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in
Eleanor Tyler, 2005 recipient who spoke
good standing at Beth Sholom Lifecare
part, by a generous contribution from
to the group said, “What makes this award
Community) was selected from nominations
Federation
of
Westand
End’s Best the Jewish Community
Hanover
Lifestyle
unique is that it was conceived of by a family
made by residents, resident families,
Richmond.
of a resident in his memory, and funded
fellow employees.
River City
Chesterfield Living
with memorial contributions. The family,
Arthur Heller’s’ residency at the
Certificate
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New Scholarship Tax CreditPlease
Bill:
A Game Changer for RTA
Advertising Concepts Inc. can not be held responsible for any errors after date above.

G

ov. Bob McDonnell joined with
legislators and supporters of school
choice on June 27 for a bill signing ceremony
of the Educational Opportunity Scholarship
Tax Credit. This legislation provides a new
source of funds that can be used for tuition
for private schools by families that meet
certain income guidelines.
Families with incomes less than 300
percent of the federal poverty level are
eligible for these funds. A family of four with
household income of less than $69,000 would
qualify. Beginning in September 2013, Rudlin
Torah Academy (RTA) will be able to offer this
funding to new students to reduce the financial
burden of attending the school. Over the long
term this opens up significant new recruitment
opportunities for the school.
Similar to programs in other states, these
scholarships are funded by individuals and
businesses that contribute to special private
school scholarship foundations. The donor
will receive a state income tax credit equal
to 65 percent of the value of their donation.
The combination of the state tax credit
and the standard federal tax deductions for
charitable donations provides a powerful
incentive for new donations. For almost no
cost, a donor can make a significant financial
impact.
www.JewishRichmond.org

of Agudath Israel of America.
Representing the Richmond Jewish
community at the ceremony were RTA
Principal Rabbi Hal Klestzick and Stuart
Cantor, immediate past chair of Richmond
Jewish Foundation. Cantor said, “This is a
real ‘game changer’ for RTA. Costs have
been a real obstacle for some parents to send
their children. This legislation will remove
much of the financial burden and make

RTA an even more attractive choice for all
Jewish children in our community.”
For more information, contact Rabbi
Hal Klestzick at rabbiklestzick@rudlin.com
or 221-2020.
Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

(From left) Joining together for the legislative
triumph of the Educational Opportunity
Scholarship Tax Credit bill are Rabbi Ariel
Sadwin, Gov. Bob McDonnell, RTA Principal
Rabbi Hal Klestzick and Stuart Cantor

The governor acknowledged the tireless
efforts of the lead sponsors, Del. Jimmie
Massie and Senators Mark Obenshain and
Bill Stanley in getting the measure passed.
In his remarks, the governor recalled how
his first efforts as a freshman member of the
House of Delegates in 1992 sowed the seeds
in Virginia for what has become a successful
and widespread school choice movement.
Massie acknowledged the leadership team
of advocacy groups and individuals who
have played a prominent role in helping the
legislation become a reality, including Rabbi
Ariel Sadwin, Mid-Atlantic regional director

.
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Moving Forward
Together

S

yral Specter has been a JFS volunteer
since her retirement in 2003 as an accountant for Markel Corporation.
With a treasure trove
of accounting skills and
a desire to get more involved in the community, Specterr joined the
team that created the
JFS Bill Pay program.
JFS manages the finances of more than
40 clients every month,
Syral Specter
making it imperative to
audit and reconcile all accounts monthly.
She set up the audit procedures and conducted audits in the program’s early years.
Her work in Bill Pay is a major reason
the JFS program is trusted and respected
throughout the Richmond financial community.
As a volunteer, she quickly learned of
the many other services JFS provides. Last
year, after a bout of pneumonia, her doc-

tor prescribed Physical Therapy (PT) to
help her regain leg strength and improve
her balance. This was not her first experience with PT by JFS. As she recalls, “When
my husband needed physical therapy, Janet
Darden came to our home. She did such
a good job with Bud that I knew I wanted
her to work with me when my doctor said I
needed PT.”
The therapy worked. Specter now compiles statistics for the Volunteer program
and leads the JFS Volunteer Outreach effort. Outreach brings Passover, Rosh Hashanah and Hanukkah to Gayton Terrace,
Imperial Plaza, and Marywood, where elderly immigrants from the Former Soviet
Union participate in the festivities.
For more information, call 282-5644.

Let’s Get Physical!
With your doctor’s
order, you can receive
Physical, Occupational,
and Speech Therapy in
the privacy of your own
home! If you need help
with balance, mobility,
swallowing, speaking,
and more, call JFS at
804-282-5402 today.

Jewish Family Services is supported,
in part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

5400 Men’s Club Programs
Aug. 6 - Russ Morrison, Mariner’s Museum, Aug. 20 - Kitty Snow, “Richmond Insight:
“Life Aboard the Monitor,” (Joint Meeting Peeking Into Richmond’s Past.”
with Women’s Room).
Aug. 27 - Sherry E. Peterson,Alzheimer’s
Aug. 13 - John Croswaithe, Mariner’s Association, “When Is Forgetfulness a
Museum, “Colossi in Combat: Napoleon Problem?”
and Nelson.”

6718 Patterson Avenue
Richmond, VA 23226
www.jfsrichmond.org

GRAND OPENING
JAPANESE, THAI
& CHINESE CUISINES
Everything is prepared with our
hand-cut seasonal vegetables, free
of additives, fillers or preservatives.

Women’s Room Programs
Aug. 6 - Russ Morrison, Mariner’s Museum,
“Life Aboard the Monitor,” (Joint Meeting
with Men’s Club).
Aug. 13 - Shoshanna Schecter-Shaffin,
Weinstein JCC Jewish Education Coordinator,
Topic: TBA.
Aug. 20 - David Wein, pianist, “Join Us For A
Musical Concert of Your Favorite Songs.”

Aug. 27 - Brooke Spieldenner, Library &
Community Service Manager, Richmond
West End Library, Fashion Bifocal: Part
IV: “How Movies Influence Fashion.”
For information, contact: Shari
Menlowe-Barck, senior adult coordinator,
at 545-8611.

3601A Cox Road  Henrico, VA 23233
TEL 804-747-6888  FAX 747-8333
MISOASIANGRILL.COM

We look forward to
serving you soon!

CURIOUS TO KNOW WHAT
YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH??
CALL ME FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

Classified
Group, Couples & Individual Therapy for Adults. Supportive & Challenging
Therapist. Relationships; Vocation; Gay/Lesbian & Cultural Issues; Addictive
Behaviors; Mood Disorders. Jonathan Lebolt, PhD, LCSW, (804) 683-4536, DoctorJon@comcast.net, http://Doctor-Jon.home.comcast.net.
To advertise, call 545-8620 today.
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754-4551
Ranked in the Top
1% in the USA
www.JewishRichmond.org

KBI Presents

Richmond’s Mohel
D
rew Alexander has lived in Virginia since
2000 and moved to Richmond in 2008.
His interest in the importance of a
halachic circumcision started when his
friend, a graduate student in Charlottesville,
found it would cost $1000 to bring a mohel
from Baltimore for his son’s bris.
He wondered, “How many people just
decide not to have proper bris with a mohel
when they find out how much it costs?” A
lot of people would be missing out on a very
important mitzvah.
In 2004-05, his wife, Dr. Liz Alexander,
received grant money for the family to live
in Israel for a year. Drew Alexander and
the Chabad Rabbi at University of Virginia,
Rabbi Shlomo Mayer, spoke about studying
to become a mohel while in Israel. He
shadowed Rabbi Yehuda Giat, a mohel,
schochet and sofer, all over Israel. Under his
guidance and close supervision, he observed
and performed several brisses and visited
newborns in hospitals to evaluate jaundice.
He received a religious “teudah” (certificate).
Among the brisses he performed were two at
which the former Chief Sephardi Rabbi of
Israel, Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu (of blessed
memory), was the Sandek (male holding
baby)!
Since moving to Richmond, he has
performed brisses in peoples’ homes and

synagogues for the
entire spectrum of the
Jewish
community;
occasionally for nonJewish families, who
want a more personal
experience for their
infant.
Jon and Wendy
Drew Alexander
Lusk said about their
son Reuven’s bris at KBI, “Drew was not
only an experienced mohel but expressed
great care for our whole family before,
during, and immediately after the bris.
He is a spiritually-minded individual who
puts his whole heart into this important
mitvah.”
Danielle McKinney, whose son’s
bris was in their home, added, “Prior
to the bris, Drew did a wonderful job
walking everyone through the procedures
involved, as some of the family are not
Jewish. Finding a mohel in Richmond
was no easy task, and we are very thankful
to have been introduced to Drew.”
Drew Alexander’s motto is, “My
emphasis is fulfilling the mitzvah according
to Jewish law, minimizing discomfort to
the baby, and treating everyone involved
with ahavas Israel (love of fellow Jews.

Discover the Beauty of Judaism
C
an you identify the most important
holiday in the Jewish calendar?
Where did the Torah come from? How
is Judaism different from Christianity
and Islam? What are the main personal
practices of Judaism? How are the services
in synagogue organized? Where did the
Jewish journey begin? How did we get
here? Can you read Hebrew?
If you answered all questions, you don’t
need this class. Otherwise, this class is for
you. Everyone is cordially invited to attend
the Discovering Judaism class taught by
Rabbi Gary Creditor, Tuesday nights at
7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth-El, 3330 Grove
Avenue, beginning Sept. 11. Join a warm

www.JewishRichmond.org

and inviting class where unending questions
are warmly received. It is open to the entire
community. Many people from differing
purposes and quests have already engaged in
this exciting journey to discover the beauty of
Judaism.
For information, contact Rabbi Creditor
at rabbi.creditor@bethelrichmond.org. Also
visit www.bethelrichmond.org under Adult
Education.
Everyone is welcome to attend the
Talmud & Torah classes at Grove Avenue.
Talmud meets every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m.,
beginning Sept. 11, and Torah meets every
other Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., beginning
Sept. 12. Call 355-3564 for details.

Girl Scouts Visit
Beth Sholom
W

in our

synagogues

hen Juliette Gordon Low
founded the Girl Scouts and
started her first girls’ troop in 1912,
she brought with her all her amazing
qualities. Volunteerism was high on
Low’s list and still remains today to
be at the forefront of the Girl Scouts.
When the girls of Troop 4613
were asked what they wanted their
girl scout experience to include,
they agreed that giving back to their
community was high on their agenda.
The leaders of the troop got together
and with the girls decided they would
like to visit with the residents of Beth
Sholom.
The girls and some of their
parents accompanied by Troop
leaders arrived at Beth Sholom Beth Sholom resident Rose Burke and Malka work on an
Home in the early afternoon of July art project.
15. Entering the Activity Room,
the group caught the scent of fresh flowers.
Spread across two of the tables in the room
were a sea of daisies, roses and other assorted
flowers just waiting to decorate available
vases.
The youngest members of Troop 4613
- the Daisies and Brownies - helped some of
the residents with the flower arranging while
the older girls - the Juniors and Cadettes assisted other residents with a creative art
project. After completing the art project, the
Juniors and Cadettes each selected a book to
read to the residents who had completed the
art project.
Part of the Girl Scout Law that each Hudi and Ellener Layne look at a crafts book as
girl recites at the beginning of each Troop they work on the art project.
Meeting is, “I will do my best to be ....
Walkathon - just to name a few) we will most
friendly and helpful, considerate and
certainly have to return to Beth Sholom!
caring....” and the Girl Scouts of Troop 4613
To join Girl Scout Troop 4613, contact:
exemplified these wonderful character traits
Kira Marx at 475-0547 or email her at:
this afternoon.
kira_marx@yahoo.com, or Heni Stein
Before we knew it, the hour flew by and
at 651-5359 or email her at: henibt18@
it was time to leave. Afterwards, the troop
comcast.net
went to Rita’s Water Ice for refreshments.
To join Cub Scout Pack 613, contact:
Although our 2012-2013 Troop Outing
Yisrael Fletcher at 202-288-5373 or email
schedule is now complete with many more
wfletcher7@gmail.com. To join Boy Scout
upcoming fun Troop field trips, (Swan Lake
Troop 613, contact Russ Stein at 651-5825
with the Richmond Ballet, visiting a working
or email.
farm, and walking in the March of Dimes

.
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Temple Beth-El Religious School
Shabbat Under the Stars
T
I
t is summer again, and to
continue in its tradition, Temple
Beth-El will be hold a Shabbat
Under the Stars Kabbalat Shabbat
at the Brown Religious School
Building on Parham Road.
The tfillot will be Friday Aug.
17. The evening will begin with a
social gathering at 6 p.m., where all
can schmooze and catch up with
friends. Light snacks will be served.
Following this, there will be
an out-door service (weather
permitting) with music, singing,
and a joyous greeting of the
Shabbat queen.
Bring a dairy dinner and

P

again mingle with friends and
neighbors following prayers. The
congregation will welcome Hazzan
Marion Turk at the Aug. 17 service.
Turk is Beth-El’s newly appointed
director of congregational learning
and music. She is coming to
Richmond from New York to be
the director of our religious school
and cantor.
All are welcome to join
members and guests for this tfillot
experience. Please note, there will
be traditional Kabbalat Shabbat
tfillot held at the Grove Avenue
location of Temple Beth-El.
Call 355-3564 for details.

emple Beth-El Religious
School is ready for the 20122013 school year. Registration is
underway, and the staff is preparing
for a great academic year.
Hazzan Marian Turk has
started her position as director
of
Congregational
Learning
and Music and has had a great
transition into her new role. She
is ready to lead the school forward
during this exciting time, and she is
looking forward to getting to know
the students and families of the
Jewish community.

of awe. As always, this program
is open to the community. See the
sign-up information at the Open
House or contact the temple office
at the end of August to make a
reservation and receive details
about time.
Finally, as the congregation
plans for Yom Kippur, we must
consider Kol Nidre and Yiskor. As
in the past, Or Ami will take great
pains to make sure that Yiskor
and all the names and memories
of those past are treated with
the utmost dignity. This year the
congregation will compile the
names of loved ones in a Yiskor
Book and ask that we observe the
time-honored tradition of a gift in
multiples of Chai ($18) for names
that are printed.
Call the Temple for more
information on Yiskor, the Open
House and other events at 2720017. Please note, the deadline for
names is Aug. 17.

Adult Learning at Or Ami

O

n Aug. 18 at 6 p.m., Congregation Or Ami presents the adult
learning committee movie of the month, Reel Theology, “Snow
in August.” In this period drama, a young Irish boy discovers the true
meaning of courage. When Michael Devlin (Peter Tambakis) witnesses
the fatal beating of a Jewish man, he’s beset with fear that the perpetrators
will find out - and wracked with guilt for not reporting the crime to the
authorities. But with the help of a local rabbi and the watchful gaze of
the Golem, a protector fashioned from clay, Michael sees to it that justice
is served
For information, call 272-0017.

.
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holidays and observances; discussion
of ethics and spirituality; learning
Bible, history, and mitzvot; learning
about Israel; and developing
synagogue skills.
The high school program is a
round table of speakers on a variety
of relevant topics for 8th -10th
grades. The focus is Tikkun Olam,
“hot topics,” and Confirmation.
Call 740-0820 if you have
any questions about the school or
registration. You may also email
bari.cohen@bethelrichmond.org
with any questions or concerns.

Shabbarbeques and More
at Or Atid

Or Ami Happenings

lease come and join members
and friends to celebrate “Come
Meet Or Ami” on Saturday
evening, Aug. 25 from 5-8 p.m.
Volunteers will have the grill
going and potluck sides and dessert.
There will be activities for the
children and a chance for adults
to meet, greet and schmooze with
old and new friends. Also, there will
be committee people to talk with,
new Board members and Religious
School representatives. It’s a nice,
gentle way to ease back toward the
fall and into the High Holy Day
spirit.
Or Ami will hold its annual
High Holy Day Worship services
again this year at the Weinstein
JCC. Details to come soon.
New this year, will be a
congregational S’lichot Service
on Saturday evening, Sept. 15.
The program will start with a
family-style pot luck dinner, casual
interactive discussion and worship.
It will get everyone in the right
frame of mind as we enter the days

Enrollment is still being
accepted. Please be aware that
Temple membership is not
required for students who are in
PreK+, kindergarten, or 1st grade.
The curriculum in the primary
grades focuses on Hebrew reading
readiness, holidays and Bible
stories, and Jewish virtues.
For
students
in
grades
2-10, Temple membership is a
requirement. The curriculum
for grades 2 through 7 focuses
on Hebrew reading for prayer
comprehension; studying Jewish

A

ugust is another busy month
at Congregation Or Atid. The
first two weekends will feature two
more Friday night Shabbarbeques.
On Aug. 3 and 10, members
and non-members are invited to a
casual meal before services led by
Rabbi Royi Shaffin. Dinner starts
at 6:15 with services beginning at
the usual time of 7:30. The event
is free, but donations are always
accepted. Please RSVP to the
office for planning for food for all.
A miniature golfing outing for
families, couples and singles and a
trip to the outlets in Williamsburg
are planned for August. Interested
community members can check for
details on the Or Atid calendar on
the website www.oratid.org.
Or Atid will kick off another
exciting membership year with a
Prospective Member Weekend.
On Friday, Aug. 24, the Or Atid

community will host its Shabbat
Under the Stars followed by an
old-fashioned ice cream social.
Rabbi Shaffin’s special brand of
spirituality will shine during this
special service on the covered patio.
Regular Saturday morning
services are never “ordinary” at Or
Atid, so join our minyan at 10 a.m.
to reflect on Parashat Shof ’tim.
On Sunday, Rabbi Shaffin, Or
Atid lay leadership and committee
representatives will
meet and
greet, provide tours of the
sanctuary and the religious school,
and answer questions at “Mimosas
and Meet Up” from 10 a.m. until
noon. Babysitting will be available.
Anyone from the Richmond Jewish
community is welcome to attend.
Or Atid’s Framework for
Excellence Helen and Sam
Kornblau Religious School is taking
registrations for the upcoming year.

DESIGNS
BY
FRANCINE
Residential and
Commercial Interiors

“The Best in
Interior Design”

Tuition is free for all members, and
non-members are invited to enroll
their children on a tuition basis. A
pre-school program is available
for the youngest yeladim, and an
interactive,
thought-provoking
machon class is designed to keep
high school students engaged in
their Jewishness until graduation.
Contact the office for a registration
packet.
Information for High Holiday
services is also available through
the office. Or Atid offers numerous
child-centered worship and learning
experiences throughout the High
Holiday season, led by the Rabbi
and the exceptional educators. More
information will be in the September
issue of The Reflector and posted to
the Or Atid website.
For information, call the office
at 740-4747. We look forward to
seeing you soon.

FOR ALL YOUR DESIGN NEEDS:
FURNITURE . FABRICS
WALLCOVERING
CARPET & RUGS
WINDOW TREATMENTS
ACCESSORIES . LIGHTING
DESIGN CONSULTATION

Francine Morgan
(804) 360-9818
Complimentary Consultation
By Appointment Only

www.JewishRichmond.org

focus on

foundation
Peace of Mind Gift Annuity

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

T

he Virginia Holocaust Museum called
the Richmond Jewish Foundation
offices about a donor who wanted
information about a gift annuity. Richmond
Jewish Foundation serves as the planned
giving branch of our community and
manages the Virginia Holocaust Museum’s
endowed assets. Unbeknownst to us at the
time, the donor was Selma G. Brown.
Selma has always been generous
to our Jewish community. Together,
with her late husband Jake, the Browns
created endowments at Richmond Jewish
Foundation to support senior programs at
the Weinstein JCC, a lecture series at VCU,
and the JCFR annual campaign.
After speaking with Selma’s advisor,
Richmond Jewish Foundation created a
charitable planning illustration that showed
the benefits of opening a charitable gift
annuity. Selma was excited to discover that
she would receive a good quarterly payout
that was significantly higher than current

CD rates, that there would be a charitable
tax deduction and that part of the income
would be tax-free.
Most importantly, Selma was pleased
to
know
that
her
charitable
wishes would be
fulfilled with the
creation of a new
endowment that
would provide an
annual gift to the
Virginia Holocaust
Selma Brown
Museum forever.
Fulfilling the gift was easy. Selma
transferred some appreciated stock to create
the charitable gift annuity. Selma said, “I
was delighted with the fixed payment that
I would receive quarterly. My CPA and I
were pleased that my charitable deduction
may reduce my taxes this year, and now I
don’t have to concern myself with the stock
market’s fluctuations. The gift to the Virginia
Holocaust Museum is secure and that gives
me peace of mind.”
If you are looking for a secure source
of fixed income for now or your future and
want to help the charity of your choice,
please call the RJF office at 545-8656 or
email Robert@rjfoundation.org.
Also visit the Charitable Gift
Annuity
webpage
(http://createlegacy.
org/?pageID=12) to learn more including a
link to download a brochure.

Beth Ahabah Offers Exciting Jewish
Educational Programing

T

he Barbara and William B. Thalhimer Jr.
Religious School of Congregation Beth
Ahabah offers a comprehensive and exciting
Jewish Educational program.
The goal of the Religious School is to
enrich childrens’ knowledge, understanding,
and appreciation of Judaism by providing a
positive educational environment that will
encourage a life-long commitment to the
practice of our faith.
Students from Pre-Kindergarten through
10th grade receive a well-rounded Jewish
education with specific focus on religion,
Torah, culture, Hebrew and community.
Exciting and innovative learning takes
place through a variety of programs such as:
First Steps: a program designed especially
for 3 and 4 year olds; Electives: a new
www.JewishRichmond.org

program offering specialty mini-sessions
with hands-on fun; Music: weekly
music and two extra-curricular youth
music program for both vocalists and
instrumentalists; Midweek Hebrew: an
optional supplemental Hebrew program
with games and pizza; Youth Groups:
fun-filled programs that connect our
kids socially and Jewishly; Bar and Bat
Mitzvah Preparation: students receive
comprehensive prayer and ritual training
and Family Learning: School wide
programs that engage parents and students
learning together.
For more information, contact Ramona
L. Brand, director of education at 3586757 or r.brand@bethahabah.org.

DOWNTOWN • 125 SOUTH 14TH STREET • 23219
800.648.6210 • FREE PARKING • WWW.LADIFF.COM

Beth Ahabah Religious
School Begins Sept. 9

R

eligious School at Beth Ahabah begins
on Sunday, Sept. 9.
For registration information,visit www.
bethahabah.org and click on Education
and the link to the Religious School page to
find both the on-line and paper registration
forms.

Or, to register online go to:
h t t p s : / / w w w. f o r m s t a c k . c o m /
forms/?1202707-BiXoaZqQrt.
For more information, contact Ramona
L. Brand, director of education at 358-6757
or r.brand@bethahabah.org.

Beth Ahabah Summer
Cookout
Join Congregation Beth Ahabah for a
summer cookout following its 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat services on Friday, Aug. 17.
Come enjoy the summer evening with
new friends and learn more about Beth
Ahabah.
Dinner is free and dress is casual.
Conversation is easy.

Shoshana Cheuca works on an art project.

Shabbat Services through August 31
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Gumenick
Chapel.
Call 358-6757 for information.

.
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RJCL

hadassah

Continued from page 3

Hadassah Happenings
Holiday Floral
Centerpieces

P

lease support Hadassah’s
annual fundraiser for the High
Holy Days by buying beautiful
floral centerpieces for Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
For only $45, Coleman Brothers
will deliver a lovely fall arrangement
to loved ones to be delivered to the
door locally or for $60 sent out of
town. It also is a hostess gift for your
friends and family.
Delivery is set for Rosh
Hashanah on Friday, Sept. 14 and
for Yom Kippur Friday, Sept. 24.
Place your order by Sept. 1.
The monies raised supports
many of Hadassah’s programs
in Israel including their efforts in
pace-setting health care, education
and youth institutions.
To order, send a check for $45 per
arrangement payable to Richmond
Hadassah by Sept. 1. Include

your name and phone number,
the recipient’s name, address and
phone number and the holiday you
wish it delivered.
Mail Claudia Biegler, 9712 Old
Country Trace Henrico, 23238.
For more information, contact
Claudia Biegler at 740-0890.
Membership Party

A

ll new and prospective
members of Hadassah are
invited to a wine and cheese
poolside party the evening of Aug.

14 at the home of Ann Eisenberg.
It’s the perfect time to join
Hadassah.
In honor of its Centennial year,
support Hadassah’s extraordinary
work by becoming a life member
for only $212, which includes a
thank you gift of a silver and crystal
key necklace (offer ends Dec. 31).
For information, contact any
of the following:
Dana
Reynolds
at
danareynolds@hotmail.com;
Debbie Friedman at djfriedman@
verizon.net; Lisa Hessberg at
lehess@hotmail.com; Geri Stahl
at germs2076@yahoo.com; Beth
Rochkind at ABEJRock@aol.com;
Elaine Ragone at talk2e@aol.com;
or 740-8673; Ruth Nathanson Green at reng36@yahoo.com;
Diane Peskin at dianepeskin@
hotmail.com or Linda Price at
lindap36@hotmail.com.

out coming for a short time, decide
they want to spend more time at the
school!
MYTH: Mentors have to be
women or retired or older.
REALITY: Mentors come in all
genders, ages and backgrounds. And
we are looking to diversify. Many
boys at the school would love to have
a man in their life and we would love
to engage more men in the program.
And young people - college students,
young professionals are encouraged
to just give a small time of their
week. The students love to bond
with young people.
MYTH: Since it’s a Jewish
agency, you have to be Jewish.
REALITY: You don’t have to be
Jewish. It is sponsored by the RJCL,
but all faiths are welcome as this is
not a religious-based experience and
there is no religion involved in the
mentoring.
MYTH: Mentoring in Richmond

community
news

is far away from my house or
dangerous.
REALITY:
Swansboro
is
conveniently located on Midlothian
Turnpike just off of Forest Hill Avenue.
It is 10 minutes from the Willey Bridge
and Chippenham Parkway, and 5
minutes from the Expressway. There
is parking right at the school and the
school building is locked. The faculty
and staff provide a safe, welcoming and
warm environment for all of their staff
and mentors.
The program gears up again in
the fall and new mentors are always
welcome and needed. So many of
the students left school this summer
saying, “I hope I have a mentor next
year.” We hope they do too! Join us!
Contact Diane Munsey at the
Federation office at 545-8654 or
DMunsey@JewishRichmond.
org; or Claudia Biegler at
claudiabiegler@gmail.com to get
involved.

Help Us And We’ll Help You

Grow A Secure Income
An Ezra Charitable Gift Annuity is a way to make a
gift to us or your favorite charity while creating
security for you and your loved ones. It’s as simple as
transferring your low performing investments such
as CDs and stocks to us in exchange for fixed lifetime
payments. You might be surprised at how much higher
your income could be and your payment rate will
never change.
To learn how an Ezra Charitable Gift Annuity is good for you
and the charity of your choice, contact the Richmond Jewish
Foundation office at 804-545-8656 or Robert@rjfoundation.net,
or visit our webpage: createlegacy.org/?pageID=12

www.rjfoundation.org
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Thank You for Being a Friend
of The Reﬂector
T

he staff of The Reflector thanks the following individuals who have contributed to the
2012 Friends of the Reflector initiative. We appreciate your generosity and value your
friendship. We will continue to make every effort to ensure that The Reflector is the best
possible community newspaper that it can be. Thank you.

Myra Beller
Ernest Bernstein
Irv Blank
Betty Borton
Edith Brenner
Ellen & Steve Brothers
Martin Caplan
Margie Clayman
Matthew Cohen
Terry Dascher
Jennifer Etters
Charles Feldman
Martin Feldman
Hans Falck
Lisa Fratkin
Frank & Wendy Friedman
Sharon Garrett
Sally Gecel
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Gelber
Gail Genderson
Richard Genter
Jodi & Michael Gillette
Edith & Eugene Glock
Joseph & Joan Goodstein
Lawrence Gordon
Harry Gordon
Harry Grandis
Lou Hanks
Carl Hayslett
Herold Hofheimer
Ellen Hollands
Inge Horowitz
Helen Horwitz
Randy Howard
Robert Hyman
Martin Janner
Willa Kalman
Rebecca Kalman-Winston

Natalya & Roman Khabinsky
Larry Kinzler
Sarah Koenig
Karen Kravitz
Michael Krumbein
Dianne Lapkin
Daniel Laskin
David Lerner
Bernard Levey
Sandee Levin
Jeanette Lipman
Betty Maistelman
Myra Menlowe
Sharyn Milsky
Sheldon Milstien
Dale Moes
Abby Moore
Rosalie Nachman
Jay Nogi
Myrna Norman
Rebecca Plotkin
Norman & Marilyn Radow
Peggy Resnick
Peter Schatzki
David Schreibfeder
Murray Schwartz
Muriel Scoler
Linda & Irvin Seeman
Frances Shapiro
Ann Silverstein
Paul & Grace Silverstein
Bernice Slipow
Dr. Henry & Dottie Snider
Sarah Taylor
Arlyn Webber
Sandra Weiner
Vicki & Eric White
Moshe & Joyce Zasler
Halina & Alan Zimm

804-355-4001

2313 WESTWOOD AVENUE B
RICHMOND,VA 23230

FAX 804-355-4003

The Most Authentic Greek Cusine in Richmond
Ulysses and Christina Avgeros are back on the restaurant scene
in Richmond. You may remember the couple from Su Casa, the
restaurant that they owned and operated for 14 years.
The Greek Grill Café serves authentic Greek dishes such
as spanakopita, souvlaki, moussaka and gyros, along with
hamburgers, sandwiches, and pizza.
Step inside, and experience the Parthenon, Greek islands,
and other scenes of Greece with brightly colored murals
and décor.
The Greek Grill Café is a family-owned and
family-friendly restaurant, perfect for a quick
lunch or a relaxing dinner.

Stop by and get to know us.
Our Banquet room

Hours:

With seating for up to 60 people,
it is a great location to host:
Business Meetings . Parties . Receptions . and more.

MON-THUR
11a.m. - 9 p.m.

FRI & SAT
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

CLOSED SUNDAY

A special menu is available for groups with 20 plus people.
Contact us for more details

www.greekgrillcafe.com

Please come visit and get a little taste of Greece.

Juan F. Villalona, MD, FAAP
7229 Forest Avenue, Suite 106
The Highland II Medical Office Building
Richmond, VA 23226

Tel. 804.888.PEDS
Fax 804.888.9738
www.pedsgirichmond.com

Accepting New Patients
www.JewishRichmond.org
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Federation Offers Interfaith
Trip to Israel in January 2013
B

uilding on the success of the
Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond’s 75th Anniversary Sherry
Rose Mission to Israel in October, an
interfaith trip to Israel is scheduled for
Jan. 15-22, 2013.
Chaired by Marvin Daniel, who
participated in the 75th Anniversary
Mission in October, the purpose of
this journey is to provide a special
experience in the land that is the
birthplace of both religions. The
itinerary will include visits to historic
and religious sites of significance to
both Jewish and Christian participants
as well as the modern wonders that (From left) Marvin Daniel along with Bob Voogt in
make Israel such a unique destination. Israel last year.
Daniel said, “I think that this trip
The cost of the trip is $3,099 and includes
came to my mind as a result of the Sherry round trip airfare including domestic airfare
Rose 75th Anniversary Mission to Israel from Richmond to Newark.
in November of 2011. Even though the
The itinerary includes one day in Tel
majority of the participants were Jewish, Aviv, two nights on a Kibbutz and four
there were a significant number that were nights in Jerusalem.
not.”
Participants will have the opportunity to
He added, “I watched as people of climb Masada, float in the Dead Sea, view
different religious backgrounds wanted to the beautiful vistas from the top of the Golan
learn more about each other’s faith and Heights and experience Israel as can only be
faith practices. They wanted misconceptions experienced with the Jewish Community
cleared up and things explained. I decided Federation of Richmond.
that a trip that was specifically interfaith
For more details, please contact Matt
would be a wonderful and meaningful Langsam at mlangsam@jewishrichmond.
experience for all involved,” Daniel noted. org or by calling 545-8652.

community
news

Are you New, Newish?
Do you know someone who is New, Newish to Richmond?
On Wednesday Aug. 22 the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond will host the
annual Shalom Richmond Newcomers Event at 7 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC.
Come meet other newcomers and learn all about the Federation, its partner agencies
and the local synagogues and Jewish organizations. The Richmond Jewish Community
has much to offer.
For more information or to RSVP, contact Sara Rosenbaum
at 545-8629 or srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org.

Grand Event
Continued from page 1

Jewish Response Fund for
Theatre Shooting Victims
F
ollowing the terrible shootings in
Aurora, Colo., Allied Jewish Federation
of Colorado launched the Jewish Response
Fund for Victims of the Aurora Movie
Theater Tragedy to support and assist the
victims and their families.
The Jewish Federations of North
America urges Jewish communities to direct
donors to the Jewish Response Fund online
or send a check, payable to:
Allied Jewish Federation of Colorado
with “Jewish Response Fund” in the
memo, to:
Allied Jewish Federation of
Colorado
300 S. Dahlia, Suite 300,
Denver, CO, 80246.
One hundred percent of all donations
to the Jewish Response Fund will go to
help the families who lost loved ones, those

.
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injured in the shooting, and other needs
relating to the tragedy as they arise. There
will be no administrative fees taken out of
the donations to this fund.
“No other community in this country
understands terrorism more than the Jewish
community,” said the Federation’s president
and CEO Doug Seserman. “While the
gunman in Aurora is a terrorist of a different
kind than we’ve experienced in Israel, don’t
be mistaken. This guy is a heinous terrorist
who gunned down innocent Coloradans to
make some kind of psychotic point.”
He continued, “As Jews, we are guided by
the principle of tikkun olam, repairing the
world. And that’s not just the Jewish world.
We are obligated to help in every way we
can.”

complexion of the American Jewish
community, we could not have planned
for a better speaker. Dr. Berk’s insights and
knowledge of world affairs will make for an
unforgettable evening.”
He is the author of “Year of Crisis, Year
of Hope: Russian Jewry and the Pogroms
of 1881-1882” (Greenwood Press, 1985).
At the present time Berk is writing
a book entitled, “Our People Are Your
People: American Jewry and the Struggle
for Civil Rights 1954-1965.”
The book provides an interesting
discussion of an extremely important
chapter in the history of the civil rights
movement and attempts to dispel the myths
and misunderstandings that surround the
Black-Jewish relationship.
Berk has been a consultant to the
Wiesenthal Holocaust Center in Los
Angeles, and in 1992 made a set of six hourlong audio taped lectures on the Holocaust.
His well received book, “Year of Crisis,
Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the
Pogroms of 1881-1882” deals with antiSemitism in Russia and eastern Europe
and is an important contribution to the

pre-history of the Holocaust in the Jewish
heartland.
In 1994 Berk authored a brief and
interesting article on the Holocaust
in Yugoslavia. He has lectured on the
Holocaust throughout the United States
and Canada. Berk is also the author of
many articles on Russian history, Russian
Jewish history, anti-Semitism and American
policy in the Middle East. Berk is frequently
consulted by newspaper reporters and by
television and radio stations including the
BBC.
In 1996, Berk received the prestigious
Holocaust Memorial Award from the
Holocaust Survivors and Friends Education
Center.
The evening will begin at 5:30 p.m. with
cocktails and dinner followed by the lecture
at 7:30 p.m., with a dessert reception
immediately following.
Tickets for the lecture and dessert are:
$20 or $100 per person for dinner and
private reception with Professor Berk. For
more information or RSVP, contact Ellen
Moncure at 545-8625 or emoncure@
jewishrichmond.org.
www.JewishRichmond.org

