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No One Builds Community Like Federation | 

Israel Ambassador To 
Visit Richmond, April 11  

Yom HaShoah 
Remembrance
April 7
This Yom Hashoah, the Rich-

mond Jewish community 
will be commemorating a little 
known moment in Holocaust 
history, the 70th anniversary of  
the rescue of  the Bulgarian Jews. 

Her Excellency Elena B. 
Poptodorova, Ambassador of  
the Republic of  Bulgaria to the 
U.S., will give a keynote ad-
dress, on Sunday, April 7 at 7 
p.m., at the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum. 

In her remarks, the ambassa-
dor will explore the complexities 
of  that moment when ordinary 
individuals stood against the 
political and social systems in 
Bulgaria, when average persons 
achieved extraordinary ends.

Poptodorova has served as 
Ambassador of  the Republic 
of  Bulgaria to the U.S. since 
August 2010. 

The evening of  the VHM’s 
commemoration service will 
likewise mark the official 
opening of  and exhibition of  
paintings by local Holocaust 
survivor, Margot Dreyfuss 
Blank.

The service of  remember-
ing that evening will conclude 
with Survivors, their children 

and grandchildren lighting six 
candles to recall the six mil-
lion murdered Jews. The pro-
gram will also announce the 
winners of  this year’s student 
art contest.

This program is co-spon-
sored with the Jewish Commu-
nity Federation of  Richmond. 

The Virginia Holocaust 
Museum invites the entire 
community for this year’s 
commemoration on Sunday, 
April 7 at 7 p.m. The muse-
um has free, off-street, lighted 
parking.

For details, call (804) 257-
5400.

Dr. Michael Oren, Israel Am-
bassador to the United States, 

will visit Richmond on Thursday, 
April 11, for a special Federation 
community event at the Virginia 
Historical Society.

 This exciting event will be at 
7 p.m. and the cost will be $18 for 
community members and $5 for 
students. 

Due to security reasons, 
all those planning to attend 
will need reservations and 
present a photo ID to be ad-
mitted. 

Stuart and Dawn Siegel will 
chair this special evening, which 
will celebrate Israel’s 65th anni-
versary. Other members of  the 
committee are: Ric Arenstein, 
Nancy Belleman, Josh Peck, Cathy 
Plotkin, Richard Samet, Mark Si-
sisky and Nathan Shor.

Oren was 
appointed Is-
rael’s Ambas-
sador to the 
U.S. in 2009. 
He meets regu-
larly with of-
ficials in the 
White House, 
the State De-
partment, and 
the Pentagon, 
as well as with 
members of  Congress from both 
parties. 

A private cocktail reception for 
major Campaign donors with the 
ambassador will be held earlier in the 
day. This reception will be by invita-
tion only. 

For information/and reservations, 
contact  Ellen Moncure at (804) 545-
8625 email emoncure@jewishrichmond.

A Tribute to Israel’s 
65th Birthday   

A celebration of  Israel’s history, 
land and people through music 

To commemorate 
and celebrate Israel’s 

65th birthday, the Richmond 
Symphony will perform an 
uplifting concert especially 
orchestrated for this important 
event, on Tuesday, April 16 at 
7:30 p.m. 

The concert will be held 
in  the Israel November 
Auditorium at the Weinstein 
JCC and will feature a selection 
from the classical repertoire 
as well as contemporary 
Israeli songs preformed by 

the symphony and Gilad Harel, 
Israeli solo clarinetist. 

Harel is an avid chamber music 
player and has toured with pop 
singer and song writer Natalie 
Merchant, played at the main stage 
of  the Krakow Jewish Culture 
Festival in Poland and performed 
as a soloist in Israel, Europe and 
the United States. He is a member 
of  the Meitar Ensemble and the 
Israeli Contemporary Players. He 
teaches clarinet and contemporary 
music performances at the 
Jerusalem Academy-Mehta School 
of  Music at Tel Aviv University 
and is a graduate of  the Juilliard 
School in New York. 

Steven Smith, who celebrates 

Dr. Michael Oren
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Lo n g t i m e 
c o m m u n i t y 

volunteer Rhona 
Arenstein has been 
selected as a 2013 
Outstanding Women 
Awards honoree 
by the YWCA of  
Richmond. 

She is one of  
eight local women 

who will be recognized 
on April 26. 

Arenstein will be saluted for her 
outstanding efforts as a VCU Department 
of  Psychiatry volunteer and in the Jewish 
community. She is a tireless worker and 
has volunteered extensively with the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond; 
recognized for her commitment and 
effectiveness with both the Schwarzschild 
Award for campaign excellence and the 
Sam E. & Virginia V. Binswanger Award 
for outstanding young leadership. 

She has served on the board of  directors 
of  the JCFR and Jewish Family Services, 
volunteered at Congregation Beth Ahabah 
Archives and was a Beth Sholom Gardens 
Volunteer of  the Year  in 2006.

In service to the Weinstein JCC, Arenstein 
created the “Weinstein Knitzvah Knitters” in 
collaboration with VCU’s Virginia Treatment 
Center for Children and the JFS Home Care 
Program. In 2012, she received the Weinstein 
JCC President’s Award and in 2011 was 
recognized by the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum with its Neil November Award,  
along with husband, Ric. 

As a volunteer and advocate for VCU’s 

Department of  Psychiatry, she brought 
together VCU’s Department of  Psychiatry 
and NAMI (National Alliance for Mental 
Illness) for NAMI’s annual walk in 2012.

“The Outstanding Women Awards 
is an important program for the 
YWCA. Since 1980, we’ve honored 
exceptional women whose work has 
inspired and empowered others. It is a 
critical component of  our mission to 
acknowledge and celebrate the female 
leaders in our community,” said Linda S. 
Tissiere, executive director and CEO of  
the YWCA of  Richmond. 

“As we work daily to make Richmond 
a better place for women and children, 
it is important for us to pause and give 
thanks to those who share this vision 
and have set an example for all of  us. It 
is humbling to be in a room with these 
eight women,” Tissiere said.

This year’s winners were selected based 
on their impact on the Greater Richmond 
community, their leadership skills, a 
high level of  personal and professional 
achievement, and commitment to the 
YWCA of  Richmond’s mission to 
empower women and elevate children.

The honorees will be formally 
recognized and celebrated at the YWCA 
of  Richmond’s Annual Outstanding 
Women Awards Luncheon, presented by 
Bon Secours, at noon on Friday, April 26, 
at the Greater Richmond Convention 
Center. 

Online ticket sales have begun. 
Individual luncheon tickets are $50. 

For information, call (804) 980-7302 
or visit www.ywcarichmond.org

Hadassah’s Events
Hadassah General Meeting

Richmond Hadassah will hold a general 
meeting for all its current and prospective 
members, on Sunday, April 7 at 10:30 a. m. 
at the Weinstein JCC. 

The board is excited to share all 
the activities and programs Richmond 
Hadassah has planned for the upcoming 
year.  

Also on the agenda will be an Israeli 
affairs briefing, preview of  our cards and 
certificate collection and an informative 
update on Hadassah’s giving levels.  

Please join all to visit with your fellow 
members, sign up to be a part of  our 
programs, and hear about all our plans for 
2013 and beyond.  For information, call 
Sally Goldberg at (804) 741-2481  or Lee 
Bank  at (804) 270-3822.

Hadassah’s Secrets

Join the group to learn the best kept 
secret of  Hadassah.  Lunch & Learn will 
meet April 17 at noon at the Weinstein 
JCC.  

Facilitator Julie Beck-Berman will take 
members and guests on a surprising visit 
to Hadassah College Jerusalem. Learn 
about the variety of  classes available at the 
Hadassah Academic College, including 
those taught in English over the summer.  

 She will reveal all their secrets.  Bring 
your lunch or purchase it from the cafe..

Hadassah’s Game Day

Bring the tiles. Deal the cards. Even snap 
a Tidley Wink if  that’s your favorite game.  
Richmond Hadassah presents its annual 
Game Day, April 28, at the Weinstein JCC, 
from noon-4 p.m.

Get a group together and join the fun 
playing Mah Jongg, bridge, Scrabble or just 
come and chat. Lunch will be served and 

Rhona Arenstein to Receive 
YWCA Volunteer Honor

Rhona Arenstein

Network JCFR Upcoming Events
Understanding the Current Israel/ Middle East Climate
On April 25, Network JCFR/Community Leadership Institute and Temple Beth-El 

invites all young professionals to hear renowned speaker Neil Lazarus explain the current 
tense political climate of  the Middle East. 

Get your questions answered at “Understanding the Current Political Climate of  Israel 
and the Middle East with Neil Lazarus,” April 25, 6 p.m., at Temple Beth- El’s Parham 
Campus, 601 N. Parham Road. 

To RSVP and for information on upcoming Network JCFR programs, contact 
Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin at sshaffin@jewishrichmond.org

there will be snacks galore all day. There will 
also be door prizes.

For only $25 in advance, $30 at the door, 
members and guests can enjoy a fun day and 
support Hadassah’s good works.

For details, contact Charlotte Green at (804) 
722-1732 or kermitgreen0205@aol.com.

• April 4    | 7:30 p.m.    
Annual Brown-Lyons Lecture
By Dr. Jack Spiro 
Virginia Commonwealth University 

• April 7   | 10:30 a.m.    
Hadassah General Meeting
Weinstein JCC

• April 7 | 7 p.m.
Yom HaShoah Commemoration  
Virginia Holocaust Museum
 

April 11 | 7 p.m.
JCFR Event With Israel 
Ambassador to the U.S. 
Virginia Historical Society

• April 14 | 12:30 p.m.
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration
Weinstein JCC

• April 16  |  7:30 p.m.
Richmond Symphony Israel 65th 
Concert  
Weinstein JCC

 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.
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federationThe Passover Story 

Continues

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

B’chol dor vador – “In every gen-
eration,” the Passover Haggadah 
instructs, “each person is obligated 
to see him/herself  as if  she/he per-
sonally went forth from Egypt…for 
God redeemed not only our ances-
tors, God redeemed us with them.”

 We recite these words early in 
the Seder; they are a central theme 
of  the holiday and perhaps a cen-
tral theme to Jewish life. 

We are instructed not just to 
remember but also to envision our-
selves as active participants in the 
actual Exodus story of  slavery and 
redemption.

There are many ways in which 
the themes from Passover - free-
dom, redemption, liberation, 

Susan Meyers and her former mentee, 
Rebbeca Quick.

On Thursday, March 14 men-
tors from the Richmond Jew-

ish Coalition for Literacy (RJCL) 
joined with mentors from across 
the Commonwealth to celebrate 
Virginia Mentoring Partnerships’ 
20th Anniversary at the Annual 
Virginia Mentoring Awards Lun-
cheon.

RJCL, an outstanding program 
of  the Jewish Community Federa-
tion of  Richmond, has been an 
active member of  the partnership 
for the past fourteen years. Gov. 
Bob McDonnell was the keynote 
speaker at the luncheon.

The enthusiastic Swansboro 
mentors had a great time celebrat-
ing, included past award winners 
Claudia Biegler and Susan Mey-
ers. Meyers was joined at the lun-
cheon by Rebbeca Quick, who 
was her mentee at Swansboro El-
ementary School many years ago. 

“It was really wonderful to 
meet with Rebbeca again.  She 
has become a successful young 
woman who is president of  her se-
nior class at George Wythe High 
School and plans to attend VCU 
next fall. I am so proud of  her!” 
Meyers said.

“We had lost contact during 
middle school, so having the op-
portunity to catch up with her was 
priceless. It was a very happy re-
union for both of  us and I haven’t 
stopped smiling. She sure grew up 
since Swansboro. But she’s still as 
beautiful, charming and sweet,” 
she noted. “I know we will stay 
in touch and I’m confident that 
Rebbeca will reach all her goals. 

Seeing Rebbeca as a young adult 
planning to go to college is just 
one of  the rewards of  being a 
mentor.”

Rebbecca plans to enroll in 
the pre dental program at VCU 
and she is working in a dentist’s 
office.  

If  you would like to make a 
difference in the life of  a child 
join the mentors at Swansboro 
Elementary school. It only takes 
one hour a week. 

For information, contact 
Diane Munsey at the JCFR at 
(804) 545-8654 or dmunsey@
jewishrichond.org or Claudia Biegler 
at claudiabiegler@gmail.com. 

If  you would like to make a 
contribution to help RJCL, con-
tact Robert Nomberg at the Rich-
mond Jewish Foundation at  (804) 
545-8656.

RJCL Well Represented 
at Mentoring Awards 

P2G  More on page 4

reconnection, hope and opportu-
nity are a part of  the work of  the 
Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond. We are our brother’s 
keeper.

The Israel and Overseas 
Committee continues to allocate 
funds to the Ethiopian National 
Project, a program that helps 
Ethiopian Olim make the suc-
cessful transition to Israeli life and 
society. JCFR sponsored 20 chil-
dren in the Scholastic Assistance 
Program, which provides educa-
tional enhancement to allow these 
children to be better prepared 
to take the national achievement 
exams in order to advance to col-
lege. 

Although our Ethiopian broth-
ers and sisters have escaped from 
a terrible life in Africa to Israel, 

we still need to make sure we help 
them get the rest of  the way to 
their liberation through education.

JCFR also funds a scholar-
ship at Ben Yakir Youth Village. 
Ben Yakir serves at-risk Ethiopian 
children. Youth Villages work 
with these youth to help them 
overcome social, educational and 
related challenges by living in a 
caring environment of  a residential 
community. Again, we are helping 
these youth move to successful lives 
and real freedom in Israel.

At home, here in Richmond, 
many people turn to our local 
beneficiary agencies for help. JFS 
provides case management for 
indigent Jews requiring financial 
assistance. JFS provides friendly 
visitors and telephone reassurance 
for the Jewish elderly.  

JFS even provides case man-
agement when burial arrange-
ments are needed for indigent Jews 
(this is an area where JFS works 
directly with the Federation – they 
provide the case management and 
JCFR maintains an annual fund to 
be used to offset burial expenses for  
indigent Jews in Richmond).

We must continue to infuse this 
never-ending story with our unique 
experiences and energies to take 
people from slavery to freedom.  

Let us continue to help peo-
ple in their younger years, and 
when they reach their senior 
years.

May we go from strength to 
strength in building community 
at home and abroad.

Happy Passover.

Members of Israel Partnership P2G delegation 
along with Richmond Jewish educators who 
visited with them in Israel in December. 

Partnership Together - 
P2G Visit 
Five members of  the 

Israeli Partnership 
Together P2G delega-
tion visited Richmond 
on March 4 while on 
their way to Nashville, 
Tenn., for the Southeast 
Consortium Partnership 
meeting. 

As the newest mem-
ber of  the partnership, 
Richmond was the only 
city that the group had 
not visited. 

Richmond joined this partner-
ship along with the Jewish commu-
nities of  Knoxville, Chattanooga 
and Nashville, Tenn., Jacksonville, 
Pinellas County and Fort Myers 
(Lee and Charlotte counties), Fla., 
and Charlotte, and Volusia & Fla-
gler counties, N.C.

The Israeli group visited his-
toric Richmond sites along Monu-
ment Avenue and  toured Con-
gregation Beth Ahabah, the Beth 
Ahabah Museum and Archives 

and  the Weinstein JCC. While at 
the center, they visited preschool 
classrooms that have participated 
in the school twinning program. 

“We are excited to be involved 
in this new partnership because it 
offers an exciting opportunity to 
connect with eight other south-
ern communities as well as engage 
with our Israel community of  
Hadera/Eiron,” said Sara Rosen-
baum, JCFR director of  operations 

The Officers, Board and Staff 

of the Jewish Community 

Federation of Richmond

 Wish You and Your Family 

A Very Joyous Passover
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(From left) Getting into the Purim spirit in February are Israel 
Fellow Ivan Goncharenko, Virginia Tech student Julia Sakow-
itz and Hillel staffer and Tech graduate Amanda Herring.

HAPPY PASSOVER FROM 
THE STEVIE WATSON TEAM

754-4551

Ranked Top 1% 
in the USA

who helped coordinate this gathering.
While in Richmond, they also re-united 

with all 13 participants from the communi-
ty’s Jewish educators delegation who visited 
Israel in December. Plans are underway to 
visit Hadera/Eiron during the Federation’s 
November 2013 Mission to Israel. 

Be on the lookout for information on 
brand new programs associated with Part-

nership Together, such as Teen exchange 
to Israel, Tikkun Olam Missions, future 
Educators Missions, Pen Pals for students 
and other opportunities to visit Hadera.

If  you have questions about Part-
nership Together or the Hadera/Eiron 
region, contact Shoshanna-Schechter-
Shaffin at (804) 545-8626 or sshaffin@
jewishrichmond.org. 

P2G 
Continued from page 3

Ivan Goncharenko wants Vir-
ginia Tech students to know 

more about the “real” Israel and 
to correct  misconceptions many 
have about his homeland.

He is part of  The Israel Fel-
lows program, which is a col-
laboration of  Hillel and the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel that places 
outstanding young Israelis on key 
North American campuses to 
serve as peer ambassadors to the 
campus community.

Since coming to Virginia Tech 
in August 2012, Goncharenko has 
formed a Friends of  Israel Club to 
spread the word about Israel. He 
has reached out to many students, 
faculty members and various 
groups in the Blacksburg community.

“I have many dialogues with non-Jewish 
students and professors and educate them 
about Israel. Israel is not perfect and I want 
to hear their questions and help them under-
stand more about our life in Israel,” Gon-
charenko explained.

His mission is to build connections and 
friendships and is part of  the local Hillel 
team, headed by Sue Kurtz, executive direc-
tor at the Rosenberg Hillel Center for Jewish 
Life.

“I wish I could live here (at Hillel). The 
building is amazing and Sue has a great team 
who help me everyday. I love all of  them and 
could not do my job without them,” he noted.

He also works closely and receives advice 
and direction from the Jewish Agency office 
in Washington, D.C., and regularly commu-
nicates with Israel Fellows at college campuses 
around the U.S.

Goncharenko became an Israel Fellow 
after serving three years as a commander in 
the Israel Defense Forces as part of  the K-9 
unit. This was followed by his university stud-
ies at Hebrew University in Jerusalem where 
he studied International Relations, Islam and 
The Middle East. 

At Virginia Tech, he has spent significant 
amount of  time meeting with student cadets 
and military leaders in the ROTC Corps of  
Cadets. It was a slow process at first since they 
did not understand his role and had never 
met an Israeli. To help build connections, he 
has brought in several speakers from Tech-
nion, (the Israel Institute of  Technology) and 
the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East 
Reporting in America (CAMERA).

Goncharenko’s passion for Israel and 

Ivan Goncharenko Helps Virginia 
Tech Students Connect with Israel

friendly manner has helped to remove any 
obstacles and he often asks students to join 
him for a “free coffee date.” His job has not 
been easy since he’s the first Israeli most of  
the non-Jews have met but he believes that 
he has made many good friends and connec-
tions. Consequently, Goncharenko plans to 
extend his appointment a second year. “I love 
it here and people believe in what I do.”

Goncharenko was born in the Ukraine 
and came to Israel when he was 10 years 
old, growing up in Beersheba. While at the 
university, he worked with Taglit-Birthright 
and served as a facilitator for more than 20 
Birthright experiences with students from 
Germany and Russia.

He has also focused his energy on  re-
cruiting Jewish students for Taglit-Birthright 
trips as well as helping Hillel with Israel 
education and advocacy programming on 
campus. The free, 10-day trip has created 
a greater bond with Israel with local Jewish 
students and Goncharenko was a trip coor-
dinator in December. 

“I am proud of  Hillel and all they do on 
campus and in the community,” he said.

“Ivan is an exciting young man who has 
made Israel relevant in the lives of  students, 
administrators and faculty at Virginia Tech 
through his passion and outgoing personal-
ity,” Kurtz said.

The 65 Israel Fellows across North 
America are university graduates and vet-
erans of  the Israel Defense Force who come 
from a wide range of  backgrounds and 
include new immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union, Ethiopia, and Bosnia-Herze-
govina. Hillel. The Jewish Agency has more 
than doubled the number of  Fellows on  
campuses in the past few years.

By Skip Kozakewicz
reflector edtior
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Starting Monday, April 8 through Sun-
day, April 14, the Weinstein JCC will 

premiere award-winning films in a unique, 
interactive and entertaining festival that 
takes viewers beyond the typical movie-
going experience. 

From Buenos Aires and Finland to the 
Bronx, from autism to long-term psychiat-
ric care, to recovery from a life-changing 
stroke, the ReelAbilities film selections offer 
a variety of  settings and unique stories that 
will captivate and engage. 

Taking viewers beyond identified dis-
abilities, the movies vividly illustrate distinct 
individuals and shared experiences faced in 
overcoming challenges to pursue lives of  
satisfaction and meaning.

“This film festival is a perfect fit for the 
Weinstein JCC as we strive to focus on com-
munity, well-being and fellowship among 
people of  all backgrounds,” noted CEO 
Jay Jacobs. “We’re thrilled about this year’s 
lineup, and the programs and speakers who 
will provoke thought and dialogue to make 
this a memorable experience for every 
ticketholder.” 

ReelAbilities is the country’s largest film 

ReelAbilities Virginia Disabilities
Film Festival Coming April 8-14  

Undiscovered Photographer 
Event, April 25-May 24

his third season as music director of  the 
Richmond Symphony and his second 
season as the Lewis T. Booker music 
director chair, will conduct. Smith is 
an ASCAP award-winning composer 
with commissions from the Cleveland 
Orchestra, Grand Rapids Symphony, Eugene 

Youth Symphony and solo artists. He was 
named Ohio Composer of  the Year for 2008. 

This memorable evening is sponsored by 
Weinstein JCC Patrons of  the Arts sponsors 
Mark and Susan Sisisky, with generous 
donations from the Arenstein Family, Sara 
Belle and Neil November and Carole and 
Marcus Weinstein.

Due to the popularity of  this event, 
limited tickets are available. Call (804) 545-
8608 for availability and purchase. 

festival showcasing films about disabilities. 
The annual event, offered in major cities 
across the nation, presents award-winning 
films that celebrate the diversity of  our 
shared human experience. The event is 
unique in integrating live discussions with 
industry professionals or individuals living 
with the highlighted disability after each 
movie showing, to bring a deeper level of  
understanding and appreciation of  the lives 
and stories of  people with disabilities. 

The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, 
by a generous contribution from the Jewish 
Community Federation of  Richmond.

Join now and

you'll be entered

to win free 

personal

training!

New MembersGet One FreeMonth and $1Registration! 

Achieve Your Personal Best! 

Training for a race?
Working toward a new fitness level?

Aiming for a weight loss goal?

Join the Weinstein JCC 
and you'll be well on your way.

Call 285-6500 or visit weinsteinjcc.org!

Israel 
Continued from page 1

Once again, the Weinstein JCC will be 
exhibiting the photography of  local 

undiscovered photographers in the Sara D. 
November art gallery. 

The jurors for this exhibit will be Page 
Bond of  Page Bond Gallery and Brian Ul-
rich, assistant professor at Virginia Com-
monwealth University. If  you have photos 
that you would like to be considered, visit 
www.weinsteinjcc.org for a registration form.  

All photos may be dropped off at the 
Weinstein JCC on Monday, April 22 be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Also, please join community members 
for an art gallery reception on Thursday, 
April 25 from 7-8:30 p.m. to see all of  the 
chosen photographs.

For questions, contact Leslie McGuigan 
at (804) 545-8659 or lmcguigan@weinsteinjcc.
org.
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5400 Men’s Club Programs  
April 1 - No program

April 8 - Dr. Lauren C. Bell, professor of  Politi-
cal Science and associate dean, Randolph-Ma-
con College, “Filibustering in the U.S. Senate.”         

April 15 - Jim Nolan, political reporter, Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch, “The Virginia Legisla-
ture, 2013.

April 22 - Dr. John Treadway, University of  
Richmond, “Montenegro: One of  Europe’s 
Newest Countries.”     

April 29 - Jeffrey Dwyer, Virginia Depart-
ment of  Forensic Science, “Crime Scene 
Investigation and Forensic Science.”

NEIL SIMON’s

Eugene Jerome is a teen in 1937 living with his family in a crowded, 
lower middle-class Brooklyn apartment. Dreaming of baseball and girls, 

Eugene must cope with the mundane existence of his family life in 
Brooklyn: formidable mother, overworked father, and his worldly older 

brother Stanley. Throw into the mix his widowed Aunt Blanche, her 
two young (but rapidly aging) daughters, and Grandpa the Socialist, 

and you have a recipe for hilarity, served up Simon-style!

For showtimes and tickets visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608

Opening Night May 1st
Show runs May 2 through 12 at the Weinstein JCC!

“Absolutely brilliant...hilarious!” 
— Associated Press 

Directed by Debra Clinton

For details and tickets visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608

“Absolutely brilliant...hilarious!” 
— Associated Press 

A Tribute to Israel’s 65th Birthday 

Tuesday, April 16th  •  7:30PM
        at the Weinstein JCC

This memorable evening 
celebrates Israel’s history, 
land, and people through 
music. The concert, with 
conductor Steven Smith 
and Israeli Clarinetist 
Gilad Harel, will feature 
selections from the 
classical repertoire as well 
as contemporary Israeli 
songs performed by the 
Richmond Symphony.

Featuring 
Israeli Clarinetist

Gilad Harel

$15 Weinstein JCC Members  •  $18 Non-Members

This event is sponsored by Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts sponsors Mark and Susan Sisisky, with generous 
donations from the Arenstein family, Sara Belle and Neil November, and Carole and Marcus Weinstein.

✹Limited
Space!

Save the date for the Patrons of  the Arts 
season finale event on May 19 at 7 p.m., 

featuring a special Richmond Ballet perfor-
mance of  Ershter Vals. 

This ballet was selected by the Ken-
nedy Center for performance in its Bal-
let Across America series and was per-
formed in the Linbury Studio Theatre 
of  the Royal Opera House in London in 
2012. 

It features music originating in the 
Jewish ghettos during World War II, and 
uses engaging choreography to portray 
the light people find in relationships 

and communities, even in the darkest of  
times.

This captivating ballet weaves folk dance 
influences with classical technique while 
carrying a resounding message of  redemp-
tion. This special program also includes the 
exciting world premiere of  Chasing Cello, by 
choreographer William Soleau. 

This memorable ballet will have com-
pany dancers interacting with the cellist 
during the program. 

To purchase tickets for this final Patrons 
of  the Arts event to be held at Richmond 
Ballet, call (804) 545-8608.

Patrons of the Arts Season 
Finale Set for May 19 

The Weinstein JCC and the Jewish 
Community of  Federation of  

Richmond are sponsoring the Annual 
Women’s Night Out on Wednesday, April 24 
at 7 p.m.. 

All women are invited to Women’s Night 
Out with Yael Kohen, author of  “We Killed, 
The Rise of  Women in American Comedy.”

 A reporter and editor in New York City, 
Kohen traces the evolution of  women in 
comedy from Joan Rivers on The Tonight 
Show to Joan Rivers upstaging Donald 
Trump on Celebrity Apprentice; from Marlo 
Thomas’s kooky That Girl to Zooey 
Deschanel’s adorkable manic pixie dream 
girl on The New Girl; from the writers’ 
room at The Mary Tyler Moore Show to the 

writers’ room at Saturday 
Night Live (the early 
years and the Fey years); 
and from LA’s Comedy 
Store to the Upright 
Citizen Brigade and the 
YouTube sketch comedy 
boom. 

As a contributing 
editor at Marie Claire, 
Kohen covers books, pop culture, and 
issues important to working women. 

Call 545-8608 for tickets. The cost 
is $15 for members and $18 for non-
members. The event includes a dessert 
reception and book signing. 

With Yael Kohen  

Women’s Night Out

Yael Kohen

The 16th Annual Jewish Community 
Classic Golf  Tournament is proud 

to once again to have Straus, Itzkowitz & 
LeCompte and GuideOne Insurance as 
sponsors.

The tournament is scheduled for June 3 
(location TBA) at 1 p.m. (11:30 a.m. regis-

tration and lunch). It supports the Wein-
stein JCC and Beth Sholom Lifecare Cen-
ter. The day features lunch and dinner, 
drinks, great prizes, awards and a terrific 
day on the course. For sponsorship oppor-
tunities, contact CEO Jay Jacobs at (804) 
545-8643.

Jewish Community Golf Classic  
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Hannah and Allen Cohen host-
ed a fantastic romp through 

the time warp at their home on 
Saturday, February 23, in celebra-
tion of  Purim. 

The Rocky Horror Purim Party entertained 
guests in lavish style with food by Kenny Bendheim 
of  Anything Goes Catering and a performance by 
Diva Alvion Arnelle Davenport of  Godfrey’s.

Many thanks to the Cohens, corporate patron 
Woody Funeral Home, and our party patrons: Kar-
in Fine, Babs & Larry Jackson, Retta Leigh Keil, 

Bev & Sid Koerin, Abby Moore, Bob 
& Cindy Rolfe, Jerry & Anne Sam-
ford, and Sandra Sisisky. 

Special thanks to the Weinstein 
JCC for the party bus, which trans-
ported guests to and from the event.

Jewish Family Services is sup-
ported, in part, by a generous con-
tribution from the Jewish Com-
munity Federation of  Richmond.

We Went on a Strange Journey 
and Had a Wonderful Time

Friday March 8 was International Women’s Day. 
To celebrate, women from the Beth Sholom 

Gardens and Parkside had lunch together in the 
multipurpose room at Parkside. 

They enjoyed listening to classical piano music 
from Susan Cousins while eating, then sat back and 
heard the two guest speakers, Cantor Fran Goldman 
and Beth Sholom’s Deirdre Arnowitz. 

Cantor Goldman focused on the five most 
influential women in her life, and why they have been 

such big inspirations to her. Arnowitz interacted with the 
women by asking questions, such as “what has been the biggest 
accomplishment of  your life?” and “what is something that no 
one knows about you?”. 

The women really enjoyed hearing their friends express 
their opinions and share stories to answer her questions.

Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part, by a generous 
contribution from the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

International Women’s Day

The revelry is in full swing at the Rocky Horror Purim Party.  photos by Sid Koerin

*as noted in the January issue, Personal Finance

Building Wealth  
& Earning Trust 
for 150 Years

There is no guarantee that any investment will be profitable. All securities trading, whether in stocks
or other investment vehicles, involve risk including the possible loss of principal. 

Richard “Rick” Looney 
901 E. Cary St. Ste 1100
Richmond, VA 23219
804 780 2081  800 365 6699
InvestDavenport.com

Client Service is our top 
priority. Recognition for 
our asset management is 
an added bonus.

Recognized by Kiplinger* magazine as 
a “Wizard of Wall Street”

(From left) Residents Bea Fine and 
Beverly Gary.

(From left) Residents Sylvia Kootner and Anne 
Kamens.

6718 Patterson Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226 • 804.282.5644 • www.jfsrichmond.org 

Finish the 
School Year
Strong!

To schedule an appointment with Jill, 
please call 804.282.5644, ext. 239

Help your child make the most of this 
school year and get a firm foundation 
for next year. Fee subsidies are available 
for youth counseling with Jill Campbell, 
LCSW. Jill can help your child with:
• Bullying
• Focus & attention (ADD, ADHD)
• Anger & defiance
•   Family changes (divorce, remarriage,  

new baby)
• Anxiety & depression

Many residents attended International 
Women’s Day event.
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in our
synagogues

Oo-Rah to Girl Scouts 

RTA to Spin-Off Its High Schools    
Rudlin Torah Academy 

has announced it will 
spin off its successful high 
schools, Yeshiva of  Virginia 
and Shaarei Torah of  
Richmond, into a separate 
educational institution after the end of  this 
school year, and focus its energies on the K-8 
program.

RTA’s board feels its programs have 
grown to the point where they require more 
attention to their respective needs. Each 
program will benefit from having its own 
principal and board of  directors to focus on 
that specific institution. 

Rabbi Hal Klestzick has agreed to 
transition to and focus on the high schools. He 
will remain an integral part of  RTA, serving 
in a newly formed advisory position. Rabbi 
Klestzick joined RTA in 1989 and oversaw 
the launch of  both high schools, as well as 
significant growth in K-8, during his tenure.

“Rabbi Klestzick has dedicated 24 
years to growing Jewish education in this 
community, and he has been instrumental 
in building RTA into the first-rate school 
that it is today,” said Brian Greene, RTA’s 
board president. 

“The need for RTA’s structural changes 
is a testament to the growth of  our 
educational programs.  We are confident 
that these actions are in RTA’s best interests 
and the best interests of  our students, 
teachers and parents, all of  whom make 

our school a truly special place.” 
A search committee has been formed to 

hire a new principal for RTA.  Judy Lessin, 
who chaired the search committee that 
chose Rabbi Klestzick, will lead the current 
search. The committee plans to seek input 
from RTA’s staff, parents and community 
members.

The leadership of  RTA continues its 
search for a new location for the K-8 program 
for next year. The board is considering and 
investigating several options and hopes to 
finalize a new location soon. “Everyone can 
be assured that RTA’s superior educational 
programs, and the wonderful RTA 
experience, will continue wherever we are 
located,” said Greene.  “We look forward to 
working with the entire Jewish community as 
we move forward.”    

Rudlin Torah Academy is in its 47th year 
of  providing quality full-time elementary 
education to Jewish children in the Richmond 
area. It was chartered in 1966 as the Richmond 
Hebrew Day School. The Academy is 
accredited by the Virginia Association of  
Independent Schools. RTA students continue 
to excel in national standardized testing with 
classes generally performing above the 90th 
percentile.

For information, call RTA at (804) 784-9050.

Rudlin Torah Academy is supported, 
in part, by a generous contribution from 
the Jewish Community Federation of  
Richmond.

Beth El’s Sisterhood Welcomes 
Richmond Writer Edwin Slipek
Join the Temple Beth-El Sisterhood 

for its luncheon fundraiser on Sunday, 
April 21 at 1 p.m., to welcome Edwin Sli-
pek, senior editor, Style Weekly Magazine.  

Slipek, a well-known and a respected 
Richmond writer, will discuss Settlement in 
Shockoe:  Jews and 20th Century Richmond.  

For more than 16 years, Slipek has 
written for Richmond’s alternative week-
ly where he writes regularly on urban 
planning, the arts, architecture and local 
history. 

He is an architectural historian who 
is an adjunct professor in Virginia Com-
monwealth’s Art History Department 
and in the University Honors College.  
He is the co-author of  a number of  books 
including, The Buildings of  Virginia” and 
Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, a history of  
African-Americans in Richmond. 

The luncheon will be held at Temple 

Beth-El Social Hall, 
3330 Grove Ave.  
As one of  only two 
of  the Sisterhood’s 
fundraisers, dona-
tions will directly 
benefit  Beth-El’s Ja-
cob & Selma Brown 
Religious School. 

All members of  
the community are 
invited.  

A couvert of  $25 for the luncheon is 
requested and additional donations are 
welcome. For information, pay by check 
or to RSVP,  call Barbara Shocket at (804) 
358-7649 or the Beth-El office at (804) 
355-3564. 

To make reservations and pay by cred-
it card, visit:   http://www.tbedonorluncheon.
eventbrite.com.

The Girl Scouts of  Troop 4613 
ran their cookie sale recently 

despite the cold to help the Marines! 
The girls’ animated exuberance and 
cheerful smiles enchanted passersby 
to stop at their table. 

Troop 4613 is grateful to the 
numerous customers that not 
only bought for themselves but 
donated to our fighting Marines 
in Afghanistan. Prior to this sale, 
the scouts donated more than 
100 cans of  canned nuts to the 
Marines thanks to customers’ generosity. At 
this cookie sale, more 60 boxes of  cookies 
were to be shipped overseas. 

There was something for every taste – 
peanut butter cookies, caramel, coconut, 
shortbread, lemon, so hard to choose. 
Fanciers of  Girl Scout cookies knew what 
they wanted. Many were waiting for 
someone to come to their door but when no 
one showed, they set out on their mission 
to get hold of  these irresistible snacks. So 
popular that the leaders had to make a 
run for more when supplies ran out on two 
popular brands. 

None of  this could have happened 

without the wonderful leaders, supportive 
parents, amazing team of  girls and, 
of  course, Marine Auxiliary League 
representatives –  Wes Pruitt, commandant 
Slay Detachment, Richmond Marine Corps 
League, and Linda Delbridge, who does all 
the packaging and shipping overseas. Priuit 
in his blazing red Marine dress jacket and 
Delbridge proudly and humbly stood by as 
customers gladly replied “yes, I will buy a 
box or two for the Marines.”

Oo-Rah!  Job well done, Troop 4613! 
To join Girl Scout Troop 4613, contact: 

Kira Marx at: (804)475-0547 or email Kira_
marx@yahoo.com. KBI is the sponsor of  Girl 
Scout Troop 4613

(From left/top row)  Hudi, Jenna, Malka, Eliana; (bottom row)  
Sophia, Nancy and in Marine Red Blazer, Commandant Wes 
Pruitt.

RTA Students Shine at Model 
Seder at Weinstein JCC
Rudlin Torah Acad-

emy’s inter-genera-
tional Model Seder with 
the seniors at the Wein-
stein JCC is an annual 
tradition, and this year’s 
event was once again a 
great success. 

The seventh and 
eighth grade students 
led a roomful of  seniors 
through a mini-seder, en-
lightening the participants 
with insights, entertaining 
them with singing and so-
cializing, and assisting the 
seniors in every way.

The feedback from the seniors attending 
was overwhelming.  All were effusive with 
praise for the outstanding students, whose 
charm, helpfulness and knowledge radiated 
throughout a wonderful event. RTA is very 

proud of  its outstanding young men and 
women – they are truly shining ambassa-
dors in the Richmond Jewish community!

For more information about RTA, con-
tact the school at (804) 784-9050, or visit 
www.rudlin.com.

Seniors join to sing along with the RTA 7th and 8th grade students 
for the model seder finale

Edwin Slipek
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Some Beth-El students in costume at the 
school’s Purim morning celebration. 

Spring is in Bloom at Beth-El 
Religious School

March was an eventful month in Temple 
Beth-El Religious School. All enjoyed 

a spirited Purim celebration, including an 
original song from the sixth graders called 
Purim Style (to the tune of  Gangnam Style).  
The high school students also delivered 
mishloach manot to Beth Sholom Gardens 
and visited with residents.

April is a month for things to blossom 
and bloom, and on Friday, April 19 they 

will celebrate the blossoming of  the 
second graders as they lead parts of  the 
Shabbat service and receive the gift of  a 
siddur, decorated by their parents, to help 
them continue to grow in their Jewish 
development. All in the community are 
invited to come celebrate and meet some of  
the school community!

Have you heard the news about Tot 
Shabbat at Beth-El? It’s a fun, song-filled 
way for your little ones to enjoy Shabbat. 
Visit  www.bethelrichmond.org for the full list of  
Tot Shabbat dates. Don’t miss out on the 
excitement.

Are you, or do you know someone who 
is looking for fun and stimulating Jewish 
education for their children? Hazzan Marian 
would love to tell you about Beth-El Religious 
School and arrange a tour. For information 
about religious school or Tot Shabbat 
services, contact Hazzan Turk at hazzan.turk@
bethelrichmond.org or call (804) 355-3564.

FRUIT FESTIVAL®

MADE AND DELIVERED 
FRESH DAILY!

Make life a little sweeter.

To order, please call or visit:

804-323-7848
 9736 Midlothian Turnpike

Richmond, VA 23235
EdibleArrangements.com

Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 
©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kosher Certifi ed

965-9020

DRIVE A LITTLE
SAVE A LOT                    SAVE ON 

 DRY CLEANING  

9033 W. Broad St.  (Next to Food Lion)

OnePrice
CLEANERS

ANY GARMENT    $2.29

Congregation Or 
Atid has received 

notification from 
United Synagogues for 
Conservative Judaism 
that its application for renewal of  its Frame-
work for Excellence Certification has been 
approved. The Helen and Sam Kornblau 
Religious School remains the only school in 
Virginia to hold this prestigious designation. 
This certification recognizes the synagogue’s 
commitment to Jewish youth education. 

The religious school selected a model for 
recertification that highlights an emphasis 
on post b’nai mitzvah education through the 
Machon program. In a secular world where 
teenagers’ time is divided in numerous ways, 
the high school students at Or Atid retain 
their enthusiasm for learning and begin to 
develop their skills as Jewish educators. 

These teens spend six-and-a-half  hours 
per week as learners and teaching assistants. 
A unique aspect of  this program is the direct 
instruction they receive in how to be a Jewish 
educator. Or Atid is committed to cultivat-
ing the next generation of  Hebrew School 
teachers, rabbis and cantors.

 Or Atid prides itself  on providing a 
unique experiential educational experience. 
Students sitting at desks, working on work-

Or Atid 
Happenings  

Students at the Helen and Sam Kornblau Reli-
gious School use their dramatic talents to en-
tertain (and educate) the Congregation at its 
annual Purim Celebration. 

book pages is a rare sight.  Rather, students 
engage in Judaic studies through art, song, 
drama, dance, joga (Jewish yoga), cooking, 
and most recently technology.  Through a 
generous donation, Or Atid was able to pur-
chase Brightlinks interactive technology that 
allows teachers to use computer interactive 
software, paving the way for some very cre-
ative and thought provoking lessons. 

Diane Girgente, chair of  the Youth 
Education Committee, said, “I can think 
of  countless things that make our religious 
school unique, from the supportive parents 
to our wonderful and talented staff, but 
what I am most proud of  is that our stu-
dents love coming to school each week.”  

As always, prospective parents and 
students are welcome to spend a Sunday 
morning with the students, madrachim and 
teachers at Or Atid by contacting Rabbi 
Royi Shaffin at (804) 740-4747.

Please join members and guests for 
“Conversations @ Or Ami.”

This new and exciting educational 
program begins with a journey into 
faith traditions around aging, death, and 
mourning with a discussion led by leaders 
of  various local faith communities. 

The first is “Aging with Dignity 
on Sunday, April 28 from 2-5 p.m. at 
Congregation Or Ami.

Following this forum-style 
presentation there will be informational 
tables and representatives from various 
service providers in the fields of: elder 

Aging with Dignity Program   
care, estate and end of  life planning, 
health resources, mental health care, 
and more. This event will be full of  
information and enlightenment. 

Whether you are addressing your 
own personal needs or those of  aging 
loved ones this program will provide 
necessary information and insight 
into the process of  aging from various 
perspectives.

Tickets are $10 person.
For information on becoming a 

vendor/sponsor of  this event, please 
contact Erin Mahone at (804) 869-9804.

Or Ami’s Reel Theology
Congregation Or-Ami’s adult learning 

committee presents “The Cemetery 
Club,” starring Ellyn Burstyn, Olympia 
Dukakis, Danny Aiello, Jerry Orbach and 
Diane Ladd. A comedy with much Jewish 
humor about three widows who meet each 
other every year at their husbands’ graves 
to talk about their lives. The screening on 

Sunday, April 21 at 6 p.m. is free and open 
to all.

 There will be an informal pot luck before 
the movie and a group discussion afterwards 
led by Rabbi Ben Romer. The program is 
open to the community at Or Ami, 9400 
Huguenot Road.

For details, call (804) 272-0017.
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(From left/top) Stuart Samberg, Rabbi Asher, 
David Hecht, Mo Sherman, Yitzy Klestzick, Yoni 
Lewis and Akiva Lessin; (Bottom) Brian Greene, 
Avry Lynn, Manager Aharon Bart, Zachary Lynn; 
(not shown – Steve Gordon, Jeff Lessin, Mo 
Lazerson, Timothy Suddeth, Rabbi Moskowitz 
and Yitzy Glickman). 

To celebrate and honor their 
extraordinary lives The Sima Golub 

Schwarz and Kalman* Schwarz VHM 
Fund was created at Richmond Jewish 
Foundation by their children, Susie and 
David Novick, Penny and Harry Schwarz 
and Janie and Maurice Schwarz. 

The fund will annually support the 
Virginia Holocaust Museum’s Yom 
HaShoah Holocaust Remembrance 
Ceremony. 

“Like many survivors, our parents 
did not speak about this part of  their 
lives. Many of  the details are lost. 
While growing up we often asked what 
happened, but the questions were left 
unanswered. Only in the past decade 
have we understood what our parents 
endured and despite their struggles 
they tried to make our lives normal,” 
said Maurice. 

Kalman* and Sima were Holocaust 
survivors, but that is not their entire 
story. Kalman was one of  six children 
born in Poland. He had a seventh grade 
education and was a banker when the 
Germans invaded his homeland. 

Sima was one of  five siblings. The 
family led a normal life operating a 
general store in their native Poland. 
Both Sima and Kalman* survived 
multiple concentration camps, met at 
a displaced persons camp, married and 
had three children. They immigrated 
to Richmond because Sima liked 

small towns. In 
Richmond the 
family owned 
and operated a 
small grocery 
store and lived 
the “American 
dream.” 

A l t h o u g h 
K a l m a n * 
passed away in 
1988, his legacy 
will continue forever in our community, 
along with his wife Sima, with the 
creation of  this fund. 

“We are very proud of  our parents for 
our education, our Jewishness, our moral 
compass. This fund is to remember our 
father and honor our mother. We hope 
to educate future generations,” said the 
children of  Kalman* and Sima.

During a 1996 interview for the 
Stephen Spielberg Shoah project, 
Simone stated, “I hope that after I am 
gone that they (their children) should 
speak for me and to be involved and try 
their best to insure that it should never 
happen again. To speak out against 
injustice. To be committed to Judaism, 
to never turn your back on Judaism.”

This year’s Yom HaShoah Holocaust 
Remembrance Ceremony will be held at 
7 p.m., Sunday, April 7, at the Virginia 
Holocaust Museum.  

* Of  Blessed Memory

focus on 
foundation

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

Schwarz Family Creates Yom 
HaShoah Fund

Janet R. Howell
Owner

Are you concerned about the security of your property while traveling? Who will 
water your plants, get the mail, clean the flyers off of the door step and give your 
home that "lived-in" feeling? Home Watchers Etc. will work with you to design a 
schedule for visitation and inspection of your property during your absence.  Fully 
bonded and licensed,  Home Watchers Etc. can give you complete peace of mind 
while you are away from home.

Planning a vacation?

Call (804)647-9119 today!
Receive $10 o� of your �rst Home Watchers Etc. service when you mention this ad!

We also offer personal assistance services! 
For a complete list of services and pricing options visit www.homewatchersetc.com

For the first time in it’s 158-year history, 
Keneseth Beth Israel formed a competitive 

flag football team. The league is part of  the 
Central Virginia Football Assocation.  

The CVFA is a flag football association that 

has a team and league for just about everybody, 
as there are hundreds of  players. There is a co-
ed division, a women’s division, and a men’s 
downfield blocking division for the more 
experienced athletes. 

KBI’s team name was the Warriors and the 
team was sponsored by Designer Deliveries.  
On Jan. 6, shul history was made with the 
opening kick-off at 3:45 p.m. Unfortunately the 
losses were many, but the moral victories were 
plenty. The team was led valiantly by captain 
and place-kicker Ariel Klestzick.  

Although Jews are not often known for 
their football prowess, (Sid Luckman not 
withstanding) the Warriors represented 
the community well as the only Jewish 
team in the league. Fun was had by all. 
Stay tuned for future tryouts for upcoming 
seasons.  

For information, contact kbi@cavtel.net.

KBI’s Inaugural Flag Football 
Season Kicks Off 

Richmond Jewish Foundation
Rachel B. Banks Youth Fund

Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications are now being accepted 
by the Rachel B. Banks Youth Fund Grants Committee.  Funds are available for current 
unmet needs of Jewish youth or for innovative and creative approaches to enhance 
the programs, services or lifestyle of Jewish youth in the Richmond, Virginia, area.

The application deadline is 4 p.m. on May 10, 2013.

If you would like to request an application or need further information, please 
contact Joice Burnette, Foundation Administrator at joice@rjfoundation.org or 
(804)545-8628.

A new dialogue series on Jewish men’s 
voices is being sponsored by the 

Brotherhood of  Congregation Beth 
Ahabah. 

“Listening to Our Brother’s Stories” 
is the first in this dialogue series on 

Jewish Men’s Voices   
Wednesday, May 8, at 7 p.m. which 
will focus on participants’ reflections of  
memorable and transformative events in 
their lives.   For more information, or to  
sign up, email Ken Roeper at:  roepers@
comcast.net or call (804) 658-1556.  

Rewriting History: April 18   
On April 18, Danny Ben-Moshe, co-

producer and co-director of  the 
documentary, Rewriting History, and Dr. 
Michael Milgraum, a son of  a Holocaust 
survivor, will be featured speakers at a 
free program at 6:30 p.m. at the Byrd 
Theatre in Carytown.  

They will discuss current neo-Nazi 

expansion in Lithuania with a question 
and answer session. Rewriting History will 
be shown. 

In all of  Europe, Lithuania has the 
most extensive demostrations of  neo-
Nazism and anti-Semitism is flourishing.

For more information on the program, 
call (804) 370-1111.

Sima and Kalman* Schwarz
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Dan Dubansky along with the mentees he has 
helped at Swansboro Elementary School..

The Virginia Holocaust 
Museum is thrilled to an-

nounce the latest class of  five 
trustees who were recently in-
augurated onto its board. 

“This new class of  trust-
ees is truly exceptional in 
their individual and collective 
backgrounds, their belief  in 
service to the community and 
in their dedication to preserve 
the memory of  the Holocaust 
and thereby to assist the mu-
seum in achieving its goal of  
Tolerance Through Educa-
tion,” said Dr. Simon Sibel-
man, the museum’s president and executive 
director. 

Members of  the class 
are Del. Betsy Carr, 
Miriam Davidow, David 
Greenberg, Esq, Profes-
sor A. E. Dick Howard, 
and Professor Charles 
Syndor.

Many are aware of  the work that Davi-
dow and Greenberg have done in the com-
munity. 

Davidow’s induction to the board is a 
‘homecoming’ of  sorts since as the daugh-
ter of  a Holocaust survivor, she had been 
one of  the principal forces behind the es-
tablishment of  Holocaust education in 
Richmond and had advised the museum in 
its early phases of  development. 

She will  bring her enthusiasm and dedi-
cation to an institution for which she has a 
profound dedication.

Carr and Sydnor are likewise familiar 
names in Richmond. She was elected to the 
Virginia House of  Delegates in 2009 where 
she represents portions of  Richmond and 
Chesterfield County. 

Long a champion of  education, she is 
the founder and past director of  the Mi-
cah Initiative, which involves more than 
110 faith communities in partnerships with 
25 city elementary schools, providing over 
1,500 mentors, tutors and volunteers. The 
program has become the model for similar 
ones in New York and other regions. 

Carr has worked as supervisor of  state-
wide programs at the Virginia Museum 
of  Fine Arts, community relations and 
resource development chairperson at the 
University of  Richmond’s Women’s Re-
source Center. In 2005, she received one of  
the YWCA’s Outstanding Women Awards.

Former president and a graduate of  Em-
ory and Henry College, Sydnor is a highly 
respected historian of  World War II who 
provided the United States Department of  
Justice and its Office of  Special Investiga-

A Class With Clout at VHM

tions with expert testimony in twenty-one 
court cases involving former SS concentra-
tion camp guards and Nazi death camp col-
laborators. His efforts led to the deportation 
from the U. S. of  these former Nazis. 

In 1992, Sydnor became president and 
chief  executive officer of  Commonwealth 
Public Broadcasting in Richmond where he 
also appeared on camera providing com-
mentary for World War II related programs. 

These projects were not just working  
simply with Richmond’s public broad-
casting network, but also for the A&E 
Television Network’s The History Chan-
nel. Like Davidow, his joining the VHM 
Board will bring him full circle as he 
served as its first chairman.

Professor Howard is the White Burkett 
Miller professor of  Law and Public Af-
fairs at the University of  Virginia. Highly 
active in public affairs, he served as the 
executive director of  the commission that 
wrote Virginia’s current constitution, 
then successfully directed the referendum 
campaign for its ratification. 

From 1982-1986 he was counselor to 
the Governor of  Virginia and chaired 
Virginia’s Commission on the Bicenten-
nial of  the United States Constitution. 

A highly respected scholar in constitu-
tional law, he is the author of  numerous 
books, articles and monographs including 
Commentaries on the Constitution of  Virginia, 
which won the Phi Beta Kappa prize. 

Howard has been consulted by foreign 
governments, including Brazil,  Hong 
Kong,  Hungary and Poland, all seeking 
to work on new constitutions. 

“This is an exceptional group of  
women and men, and the museum is cer-
tainly fortunate to have them joining our 
ranks,” noted Board Secretary Jay Wein-
berg. “With such people offering advice 
and guidance, the Museum’s future is 
bright indeed,” said Sibelman.  

For information, call (804)257-5400.

community
news

Five years ago, my wife, Deane, asked me 
to assist her, as a substitute volunteer for 

the Richmond Jewish Coalition for Literacy. 
My task was to read a Dr. Seuss book to a 
group of  2nd graders at Swansboro Elemen-
tary School. 

After the reading session, their teacher 
asked me if  I would consider being a men-
tor. So, I jumped in BIG and decided to try 
mentoring a group of  five boys who she felt 
needed some support.

Since first meeting them and gaining an 
understanding of  their home-life situations, 
I have tried to offer them opportunities and 
experiences that they otherwise would not 
have enjoyed. This started out with trips to 
the Science Museum, Botanical Gardens 
and restaurants.

I soon discovered that doing these seeming-
ly small gestures were huge in the eyes of  the 
boys. So, I decided to do more. I asked the po-
lice if  they could send an officer to speak to the 
boys. The officer, James Killingsworth, was an 
inspiration to them. The officer told me about 
his work with PAL (Police Athletic League).

PAL has summer camp programs. The 
cost for eight weeks was about $700 per 
child. My boys’ families had no way to af-
ford this. Basically, their summer plan was 
hanging around their house, or on the street, 
with little or no adult involvement, or food.  
I decided to make a personal commitment 
to send the five boys to camp. I contacted 
friends, and shared my plan. Many, includ-
ing Congressman Cantor’s family, have re-
sponded generously.  This summer, I hope 
to be able to offer this life-changing opportu-
nity to as many at-risk kids as possible. 

In addition to the summer camp, there is 
a spring-break session. Again, this gives them 
something to do AND provides the meal that 
they would miss by not being in school. And 
the kids love hanging around with and learn-

ing from the police officers. 
My eyes have been opened to another 

world right here in Richmond. It’s one where 
people don’t get to eat whenever they feel like 
it, don’t have access to transportation and live 
in homes that are not up to a standard that 
you, or I, would live in. 

In the short term, I want to help as many 
at-risk kids as possible be involved in super-
vised activities. This includes after-school 
hours, weekends, spring breaks and the sum-
mer. I want to expose them to experiences 
that our children take for granted. 

In the long term, I want to help them in 
attaining their goals, like going to college. 
They need surrogate guardians to advocate 
for them. We need to help them even if  their 
parents don’t want to, or can’t. Some par-
ents are overwhelmed trying to survive; and, 
some just don’t care.

We would also like to send more children 
to camp this summer – a big issue is trans-
portation. It’s difficult to get them to activi-
ties. 

My challenge to myself  and our com-
munity – to send 15 more kids to camp at 
$700 each. I’m looking for help for spon-
soring a child or contributing towards their 
tuition. All money will go directly to the 
campers’ fees. 

My concept is simple, and I’ve spent five 
years proving that it works. Working with 
these kids is the most rewarding thing I’ve 
ever done! Join me! 

For information and to contribute, email 

Dan Dubansky 
Takes Mentoring 
a Step Further  

The Virginia Holocaust Museum is located at 2000 E. Cary St.  
with free off-street, lighted parking.

By Dan Dubansky
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(From left) Samantha Greene, Yael Kranz, Tamar Kranz and Avi Greene helped celebrate Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut in 2011.

the jewish federation helps countless 
people overcome poverty, hunger and 
despair, and  helps support programs 
that sustain jewish identity and enrich 
our community.  together, we can make 
a world of difference this passover and 
throughout the year. 

JewishRichmond.org                  JCFRichmond          

®

Wherever you find joy 

and caring and Jewish values,

that’s where you’ll find the 

Jewish Federation. 

Register now for Camp Sababa (for-
merly known as “Hebrew Fun in the 

Summer Sun”). 
This exciting camp experience will be tak-

ing place for the 3rd year in a row and is for 
ALL rising 1st-7th grade Jewish students.

Camp will be held from August 12-16,  9 
am - 2 p.m. This year the program has been 
extended by an hour. 

This program is an exciting and fun way 
for your kids to explore their Jewish roots. 
For the last two years, kids from synagogues 
all over Richmond—as well as children who 
don’t belong to a synagogue—have enjoyed 
the fun way of  getting better at Hebrew 
through singing, dancing, nature, crafts, dra-
ma and special events like Israel Day, Mayim 
(water) Day, and Color Wars.  

Make sure your child is in on the action!  
Sababa is Hebrew slang for “cool,” and 
Camp Sababa is the coolest way for your chil-
dren to make new friends over the summer 
while learning Hebrew.

Camp will once again take place at the 
Beth-El Religious School at 601 North Par-
ham Road, and will continue to be run by 
the education directors and teachers from the 
participating schools as well as teen aides.

Register by May 15 for $65, after that 
the cost is $75 and final registration is due 
by July 1.

Check out this testimonial from a parents 

Camp Sababa   

A “Cool” Summer Experience 
To Be Offered for 3rd Year

of  1st and 2nd grade campers of  last year’s 
campers.
“Our family couldn’t even begin to dream about being 
able to afford to send our three children to a conventional 
Jewish summer camp.” 

“This camp offers a wonderful opportunity for our kids 
to reunite with old friends and make new friends in a 
joyful, educational and convivial environment. Judging 
from their reaction after picking them up on the first day, 
this was the best week of  their summer vacation. 

For more information, contact your 
education director or email HebrewFun.
SummerSun@gmail.com.

This program is sponsored by the Rich-
mond Council for Jewish Education and sub-
sidized by the Jewish Community Federation 
of  Richmond.

Campers last year enjoyed their experience.

Community Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration, April 14
Never has the existence of  a Jewish 

State been more important, and on 
this historic Yom Ha’atzmaut, it is impor-
tant to celebrate the great things Israel has 
given us, to explore our collective 65 year 
history and come together as a community.

On April 14, come celebrate Israel’s 
65th birthday with the whole community 
at the Weinstein JCC from 12:30 to 3 p.m.

JCRC Mission to Washington, D.C
  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24

       Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
       In collaboration with the Virginia Peninsula & 
       Washington, D.C., Communities

                REGISTRATION DUE BY FRIDAY, APRIL 5   |  COST: $75
  Includes: round-trip bus transportation, 
  lunch & closing reception in D.C

  Buses leave the Weinstein JCC at 8 a.m.
  Return to the Center at 8 p.m.

       FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER
       Contact Sara Rosenbaum at the Federation office,
  804-545-8629 or srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org

The Federation’s next Mission to Israel, from November 
2 - 12, 2013 in conjunction with the Jewish Federation 
of North America’s General Assembly, will be 
in Jerusalem and will celebrate Israel’s 65th 
anniversary.
The trip will be led by Ellen Renee and Louis Adams.NOV 2 - 12, 2013

For more information on this mission, contact Matt Langsam 
(804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org

JCFR 
MISSION 
TO ISRAEL

JCRC Mission to Washington, D.C
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
In collaboration with the Virginia Peninsula & 
Washington, D.C., Communities

REGISTRATION DUE BY FRIDAY, APRIL 5   |  COST: $75
Includes: round-trip bus transportation, lunch & closing reception in D.C

Buses leave the Weinstein JCC at 8 a.m.
Return to the Center at 8 p.m.

  FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER
  Contact Sara Rosenbaum at the Federation office
  804-545-8629 or srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org

 In honor of  such a historic day, com-
munity members will explore Israeli his-
tory and culture through a wide range of  
family friendly activities that include Krav 
Maga (Israeli martial art), Israeli music, 
arts and crafts, a “walk through Jerusa-
lem” and discussion and learning sessions. 
And, of  course, there will be food.

For details, call (804) 545-6500. 


