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Birthright Israel Winter Trip
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O
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(From left) At the Haas Promenade in Jerusalem are: Jared Bouis, Jessie
Gordon, Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin, an Israeli solider, Rachel Schneider,
Marc Kaplan and Dustin Baellow. Josh Shenker is in the back.

AGENCIES
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and Arabs, are (left)
Josh Shenker and (right)
Danielle Slavin. A young
Israeli teen is in the
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n Dec. 25, eight students
from Hillel at VCU and
RandolphMacon
College
traveled to Israel to participate in
Taglit-Birthright Israel with Young
Judaea.
The Hillel of Richmond group
was joined by Jewish students
from Tulane University, Florida
State University and Texas A & M
University Hillels.
Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin,
director for Hillel of Richmond,
served as one of the chaperones
for the 10-day trip. This whirlwind
tour of the Jewish state included
visits to the Golan Heights, Safed,
Masada, The Dead Sea, the Negev
Desert, Tel Aviv, and of course,
Jerusalem.
Randolph-Macon
student
Dustin Baellow, said, “The Kotel
was by far my favorite part. Just
being with that many Jews at the
same time was incredible, but then
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fter more than six months of
planning, the recruitment of
nearly 200 volunteers and several
months of food preparation, KBI’s
Annual Jewish Food Festival is
nearly here.
Come and enjoy great Jewish
food on Sunday and Monday, Feb.
19 - 20, from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. at Keneseth Beth Israel, 6300
Patterson Avenue. Admission is
free; credit cards are accepted. Eat
in or take out.
The volunteers prepare about
400 lbs of beef brisket and 400
pounds of corn beef, according
to longtime volunteer Diane
Goldberg. Also, about 200 pounds
of stuffed cabbage will be cooked
for the event. This is just part of
the menu to feed several thousand
people.

Last year, they
served about 4,000
main entrees during the
two days and sold out.
Diane’s
husband,
Rich,
is
another
longtime volunteer and
estimates about 3,000
people attended last
year. This year, they are
planning for the same
size group but remind Community members packed KBI last year during
the community to come the Jewish Food Festival.
early.
honey.
Visit
ilovejewishfood.webs.
Kasha Varnishkes - A delicious,
com to see a video of members nutritious dish of sautéed onions
preparing KBI’s great offerings. and noodles, mixed with nutty,
These include beef brisket - slow wholesome buckwheat.
cooked with onions and special
Matzah Ball Soup - fluffy
sauce. Tsimmes - a sweet cooked dumplings made with ground
delight, containing anything from
yams to dried fruits, carrots and Food Festival More on page 10

actually being at the Wailing Wall,
the wall that has been a part of
our Jewish heritage for thousands
of years was amazing. Then,
adding the spiritual aspect of the
wall, the Western Wall was the
best experience of my life. I now
consider myself more connected
with my Jewish identity due to
this whole trip, but especially the
Kotel.”
As part of the Taglit-Birthright
experience, eight young Israeli
soldiers, who are the same age as
the students, joined the group,
which many students felt was the
highlight of the experience.
VCU student Marc Kaplan,
said, “The trip really changed my
perspective about Israel and what
is actually going on there. Before
going on the trip I had little to
no idea about what the current
situation was in Israel. Being able to
meet and talk with people in Israel
who were our age and older than
us gave me a really well rounded
view of the situation.”
Despite the fact that this
trip was only 10 days, many of
the students also expressed an
immediate and deep connection
to Jewish peoplehood and State of
Israel.
“The biggest thing for me was
that this trip and experience further
strengthened my Jewish identity
and Judaic pride. I already had a
pretty strong sense and pride of
my Judaism, but to go there with
39 other Jews my age, be around
millions of other Jews from the
full spectrum of Judaism really
was an inexplicable revelation how
connected we all really are to each
other and the Jewish state,” said
VCU student Josh Shenker.
Taglit-Birthright Israel provides
the gift of first time, peer group,
educational trips to Israel for Jewish
Israel More on page 5
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federation
Young Jewish Professionals
Network At Many Events
“Are there young Jews in Richmond who
want to meet other young Jews and become
active in the community?”

T

his is the perfect example of
the question that Danielle
Aaronson is finding the answer for
on a daily basis. And the resounding
answer is “YES!”
The events Network JCFR has
been hosting are a great example of
the caliber of young Jewish leaders
in Richmond and what the Jewish (From left) Gabby Sirow, M’Lissa Levitt, Sarah Dauer, Melissa
community is doing to strengthen, Rubin and Whitney Frost at Hardywood Park Brewery.
connect, and develop them.
January brought TribeFest registration to a their hard work and for opening their doors to so
close with six Richmond participants. TribeFest, a many excited young professionals. The February
Jewish Federation of North America initiative, is a and March Shabbat dinners have been secured,
three-day conference in Las Vegas, which is open but if you are interested in opening your home
to all Jewish young adults (ages 22-45). TribeFest for a Shabbat dinner, please be in touch with
opens up doors for these young Jews to network Danielle Aaronson.
and connect with different opportunities from all
Network JCFR is taking advantage of some
across the world. Not only is it an opportunity of the new venues in Richmond. On Wednesday,
to make friends, reunite with old friends, but it Jan. 18, a group was welcomed into Hardywood
is an avenue to shake hands with some of the Park Brewery, not far from the Diamond on
movers and shakers in the greater Jewish world. Northside, for a Beer Tasting and brewery tour.
The schedule is coming into place- everyone can It is an exceptionally unique venue - only three
check it out at www.TribeFest.org.
months old and already selling out of every beer
Sara and Mitchell Waskin opened their they make. All had a chance to taste, learn and
home to host a Shabbat Dinner on Jan. 13. It was explore. Everyone loved it and we are hoping to
a lovely evening, complete with a home-cooked start hosting more events similar to this.
meal and over 20 people, that lasted late into the
In addition, Network JCFR volunteered at
evening. Network JCFR thanks the Waskin’s for the Hospitality House downtown and started a

Feb. 4 		
Feb. 4 Feb. 5 		
Feb. 5 Feb. 19-20
Feb. 25 Feb. 26 March 2 March 4 -

Weinstein JCC Forum, Roy Firestone, Oates Theatre at Collegiate
School, 7:30 p.m.
Klezm’Or’Ami’m, Richmond Main Public Library, 2 p.m.
Tu B’shevat Celebration by Congregation Beth Ahabah, Lewis Ginter
Botanical Garden, 10 a.m. to noon
Hadassah celebrates Tu B’Shevat at a model Seder, Weinstein JCC, noon
- KBI Food Festival, Keneseth Beth Israel, 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
An Evening with Susan Greenbaum, Temple Beth-El, 7 p.m.
First Day of Annual Silent Auction, Weinstein JCC,
Shabbat Across America, Or Ami, 6:30 p.m.
Community-Wide Purim Carnival, Weinstein JCC, 12:30 p.m.

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.
February Network JCFR Schedule:
Happy Hour at Metro Grill - Wednesday, Feb. 8, 5:30 p.m., Metro Grill (301 N. Robinson St.)
Come have a drink with us. Appetizers & connections on us, drinks on you.
Havdallah and Basketball - Saturday, Feb. 11,4 p.m., Robins Center (28 Boatwright Drive)
Join J-Town and Network JCFR for Havdallah and watch UR take on George
Washington, RSVP required with $8 ticket purchase.
Happy Hour at Kona Grill - Wednesday, Feb. 22, 5:30 p.m., Kona Grill (11221 West Broad St.)
Appetizers and connections on us, drinks on you.
Shabbat Dinner - Friday, Feb. 24, 5:30 p.m., West End community member’s home, celebrate
Shabbat with a home cooked meal and friends. RSVP for address.
Book Club - Sunday. Feb. 26, 2 p.m. RSVP for Address, Enjoy a cup of tea & snacks while
discussing February’s book (released via facebook & email).

book club with “A Thousand Splendid Suns” by
Khaled Hosseini it inspired a lengthy discussion.
The Brainstorming Brunch hosted in January
allowed some participants to voice ideas and
opinions for future programs and events. Get
ready for more Happy Hours, Laser Tag,
Picnics, Wine Tastings, Leadership Development
Opportunities, and much more. If you have
ideas for an event, contact Danielle Aaronson at
daaronson@jewishrichmond.org or 545-8626.
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Become a Mentor and
Help a Child

focus on

federation

M

ost of us lead very busy
lives. Between work,
family, our community, and
volunteering, there is little
time left for anything else.
The Richmond Jewish
Coalition for Literacy (RJCL)
may be the perfect place for
you to put the little corner of
your life that has you missing
the company of young
children and dedicated adults.
For many, volunteering Rickey Thornton with her mentee A’Nya.
at Swansboro Elementary
passionate
School is a large part of their week.
Mentor Joan Menkes is
The mentors look forward to it,
passionate about science and
plan for it, anticipate the day, and
Mentor Alison Linas is passionate
then, enjoy every bit. However,
about dance. Both have run
it does not have to be an activity
programs in their special areas at
that takes all your time and energy.
Swansboro to give added value and
There are many opportunities
interest to the children. Menkes’ ice
to volunteer with the children of
cream making day is anticipated by
Swansboro that are time limited.
all. Linas’ dance group has helped
• Reader’s Cafe - The Reader’s
children learn that you have to
Café can meet as few as 4 times
work hard for what you want.
over a period of a month over
You don’t have to volunteer for
lunch. It’s like a book club with 4
the whole year. You can do a time
elementary school children.
limited-project, one shot deal, like
• Help in classroom or library
a Dolphin Tea Party, or a 6 week
once a month - Every teacher could
once a week program like Reader’s
use an extra hand once in a while.
Cafe. The kids welcome and enjoy
You could be that person, reading,
anything and everything.
doing math, helping out any way
If you would like to try your
that would ease the burden of
hand at volunteering for the RJCL,
an overworked professional and
please contact Diane Munsey at the
enhance a child’s school day.
JCFR at 545-8654 or dmunsey@
• Library assistant - There is
jewishrichmond.org; or Claudia
nothing like helping in a library.
Biegler at claudiabiegler@gmail.
You can do anything from checking
com.
books in and out, or help some child
Also, the Richmond Jewish
follow a dream or idea onto the
Foundation has a fund to support
written page.
RJCL efforts. Contact Robert
• Personally designed program
Nomberg at 545-8656 for more
in an area about which you are
information.

Nominations for Federation
Awards Requested

E

ach year the Federation
considers candidates for the
Jewish community’s highest honor,
the Distinguished Community
Service Award, as well as Young
Leadership Awards. These awards
are given at the Federation’s
Annual Meeting on June 6.
The Selection Committee will
soon meet to review the nominees
to be considered. The JCFR seeks
nominations of qualified names for
www.JewishRichmond.org

award consideration. The recipient
should be someone who has done
exemplary work over a period of
years, and is currently active or
has shown a sustained interest in
community affairs.
The deadline is Feb. 16.
To receive nomination forms/
information, contact Ellen Moncure
at 545-8625 or emoncure@
jewishrichmond.org.

Change is Good
A

nyone who knows me knows
that I am always looking for
ways to be innovative. I don’t
stand in one place for too long. By
the same token, the JCFR is moving forward on many fronts.
We have not had much of a
winter so far. In a few weeks it will
be spring and spring in Virginia
is a time of change. The warmer
weather makes us feel so alive!
The weather energizes us and
spurs us forward. The greening of
the lawns, the vibrant colors of the
flowers and the additional sunlight
inspires us to shake off our winter
doldrums and accomplish great
things.
This spring is made all the more
promising by the success of two
consecutive Federation Annual
Campaigns. Last year’s campaign
raised more than $2,900,000. The
2012 campaign is expected to go
even higher.
Excitement is also blooming
at Parkside - the new assisted living facility that is part of the Beth
Sholom Life Care Community.
The transformation made by the
addition of Parkside to the campus is awe inspiring.
Spring also means the Federation’s annual allocations process.
For what would fundraising be
were it not for the fund distribution process.
We have an excellent committee of community volunteers who
review the funding requests from
our beneficiary agencies and organizations. They do a marvelous
job ensuring the accountability of
the entire fund distribution process.
Your campaign dollars make a
difference both here and overseas.
The Weinstein JCC is working overtime with its excellent cultural, recreational and educational
programs. Even with the difficult
economy, the Weinstein JCC has
maintained very strong market
penetration.
The Jewish Agency is attempt-

ing to meet the needs of 13 million
Jews worldwide in a climate of rising anti-Semitism and attacks on
Israel. Youth Aliyah programs
offer emergency assistance and
scholarships. Unemployed families
need job training, language acquisition and day care. Aliyah both
rescues people from hostile situations and helps strengthen Israel
by increasing its human capital.
At the February meeting of the
Board of Directors, Dr. Ira Sheskin will present his findings in the
Update of the 1994 Richmond
Jewish Community Study.

in the country, but things have
changed.
Our community already has
many of the essential ingredients
for future growth and development. We have visionary leadership at our agencies-the front line
of our service delivery system.
We have responsible agencies to
deliver effective programs and
services.
We have a communal vision
and leadership able to distribute funds to emerging priorities.
We have great leadership at the
JCFR, from our President Ivan
Jecklin and Campaign Chair and
President-Elect Nathan Shor on
down.
Our community already has
So what more do we need?
many of the essential ingrediWe need more people involved
ents for future growth and dein raising money, more donors,
velopment. We have visionary
more volunteers and more highleadership at our agencies-the
level campaign contributions.
front line of our service delivery
If you have not yet made your
gift
to the 2012 annual campaign,
system. We have responsible
please
do so now so we can inagencies to deliver effective
clude your pledge in this allocaprograms and services.
tions cycle.
We need you.
With your help we can keep
moving forward.
I cannot divulge any of the deAs always, feel free to contact me at
tails except this: Richmond is still 545-8622 or sasher@jewishrichmond.
one the best Jewish Communities org.

.
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Silent Auction/HumorFest/Comedy Night
are Coming to Weinstein JCC
Silent Auction - Virginia Beach Comedy Night : Corey Kahaney
and Local Synagogues are new is every woman, mother,
daughter, wife or ex-wife.
to the Weinstein JCC Auction

T

he annual Weinstein JCC
Silent Auction begins on Feb.
26 and ends during Comedy Night
on Saturday, March 3.
This is the largest fundraiser
the Weinstein JCC has all year and
proceeds help provide scholarships
to families in need as well as to
provide quality programming and
services for children, adults and
seniors.
This year two new sections will
be featured. The first is Virginia
Beach - a resort so many people
visit each year. There are lots of
restaurants and stores participating
and it should be a wonderful
addition. Also, all the synagogues
in Richmond have given the
Weinstein JCC a year membership
to auction off to new members
only. This is a great time to get
affiliated with one of Richmond’s
outstanding synagogues.
Please
join
community
members and bid high so needed
monies can be raised to keep the
Weinstein JCC the outstanding
institution that it has always been.
For information, contact Susie
Adolf, Auction chair at 301-9595
or shoozie@aol.com, or Rebecca
Kalman-Winston at 545-8659 or
rwinston@weinsteinjcc.org.

You might have seen
her on Late Show
with David Letterman,
The Joy Behar Show,
The Bonnie Hunt
Show or Last Comic
Standing.
Perhaps
you laughed with her in her Off
Broadway show, The J.A.P Show or
her new show Pastrami on Rye with
Mayo.
Plan to see Kahaney on
Saturday, March 3 at the Weinstein
JCC’s Annual Comedy Night and
Silent Auction. The final hour of
Silent Auction begins at 7:30 p.m.
and Comedy Night immediately
follows.
As one of its largest Weinstein
JCC fundraisers, this evening raises
funds for all programs including
preschool/camp scholarships, senior
van transportation, special needs
activities and many more.
The following ticket plans are
available: Reserved table in first
row - $500 per table (of 8) or $50
per person; Reserved table - $280
per table (of 8) or $35 per person;
General Admission - $25 per person.
To purchase tickets, contact Lisa
Looney at llooney@weinsteinjcc.org
or 545-8608. Complimentary hors
d’oeuvres and cash bars available.

1st Annual Humor Festival at award from the world famous Magic
the Weinstein JCC February Castle in Hollywood. Daniels’
many television appearances
26 – March 3
include, Evening at the Improv,
For a week of laughter, join CBS Morning Program, Masters
community members for the first of Illusions and Lance Burton’s
annual Humor Festival and enjoy Magic Special. He has also opened
stand up, improv, a cartoonist and for such stars as Madonna, Charo,
a film. Reservations are required to Tony Orlando, Amy Grant &
Vince Gill. Recommended for
all events by calling 285-6500.
ages 16 and up.
ComedySportz
Sunday, Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
Diz & Izzy Aster: Vaudeville’s Late
$10 members / $15 non-members/
Bloomers
$8 seniors & students
Wednesday, Feb. 29 at 7 p.m.
H i l a r i o u s,
$8.50 members / $10 nonfast-paced,
members/ $5 seniors & students
clean comedy
In
the
for
the
tradition of Burns
entire family,
& Allen, Ball &
ComedySportz Richmond pits
Arnaz, Seeley &
two teams against each other in an
Fields, this offbeat
improv battle for laughs and points
couple brings their baggage to the
as they make up scenes, games and
stage in harmonies from Betweensongs. Enjoy yelling out suggestions
the-Wars and cheery songs of
and rooting for your favorite team.

5,000 Years of Kvetching - Illustrated
with Cartoonist, Ken Krimstein
Monday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m.
$8.50 members/ $10 nonmembers/ $5 seniors & students
Hold on to your
yarmulkes!
Ken
Krimstein has put
together a matzo-ballsoup-through-yournose funny collection
of his unorthodox (sometimes
Reform) Jewish-themed cartoons.
His book Kvetch As Kvetch Can: Jewish
Cartoons will make you laugh, eat
and feel guilty all at once. It’s like
oin the Weinstein JCC now and receive half off the registration fee and your Jewish mother that way. Q &
three months of membership free.
A and spontaneous cartoon-making.
The 3 months free will apply to a general membership or a general Recommended for ages 16 and up.
membership with the fitness center. The general membership includes all
the group fitness classes, lap pool, activity pool, adult locker rooms with An Evening with Comedy Magician
steam, sauna and whirlpool, free towel service and discounts on classes and Dana Daniels -Named Stage Magician
massage therapy. The Fitness Center includes the cardio machines, weight of the Year for 2010
machines and free weights. Signup for the Fitness Center and also receive Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.
three free sessions with the fitness staff.
$10 members/$15 non-members/
The special ends Feb. 29. Also, if current members upgrade to the $8 seniors & students
Fitness Center they will receive July and August free.
Dana Daniels
For details, call 285-6500 to speak with someone in the membership has been called
department. If you are a Weinstein JCC member, refer a friend/family one
of
the
member and if they join you receive a free month of membership.
funniest comedy
magicians
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, by a generous contribution from working today. In fact, he was the
very first magician to receive the
the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
Comedy Magician of the Year

Membership Special

J

.
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in our

agencies
the Great Depression. Slapstick
comedy, ukulele and musical saw in
a sweet little music hall show.
Film: Joan Rivers, A Piece of Work
Thursday, March 1 at 7 pm - $8.50
members/ $10 non-members
USA 2010 84 minutes - Adult
content
Directors: Ricki Stern & Annie
Sundberg
This film
takes
the
audience on a
year-long ride
with Rivers
in her 76th
year of life; it peels away the mask
of an iconic comedian, laying bare
both the struggle and thrill of living
life as a groundbreaking female
performer.

This Year’s JCC Forum
Speaker: Roy Firestone
W
hat do President Nixon,
Lance Armstrong and
Madonna all have in common?
They are just three of the over
5,000 people interviewed by seventime Emmy Award and ACE
Award winner, Roy Firestone.
As the ground-breaking, original
host of ESPN’s legendary Up Close,
Up Close Classic and Up Close Primetime,
Firestone has interviewed multitudes
of athletes, musicians, actors and
political figures, as well as scores of
writers and filmmakers.
Not stopping there, Firestone
moved on-camera. You may
remember him from the movie

Jerry McGuire, or TV shows, Married
with Children, The Simpsons or Larry
King Live. He has appeared on
dozens of shows.
Taking his acting talent, along
with his thousands of interviews,
Firestone has created a multi-media
performance for the JCC Forum
on Feb. 4 at the Oates Theater at
Collegiate School. Visit his website
royfirestone.com.
To purchase tickets, contact Lisa
Looney at 545-8608 or llooney@
weinsteinjcc.org. Tickets are $36
for Weinstein JCC members and
$42 for nonmembers.

5400 Men’s Club
Feb. 6 - Special Agent Greg Hopkins, Feb. 20 - Lt. Jim Price, Henrico County
Virginia State Police, “Street Level Division of Police, “Community
Drug Diversion.”
Policing.”
Feb. 13 - Tom Silvestri, publisher of Feb. 27 - Dr. Nicole Sackley, University
Richmond Times-Dispatch, Adapting of Richmond, “The Peace Corps and
the Five Stages of Grief.
the Sixties.”
www.JewishRichmond.org

American Youth Harp Ensemble
Conversation With My Father to Perform February 11
C
H
Jewish Family Theatre

onversation With My
Father, presented by
the Jewish Family Theater,
opens on Thursday, Feb.
16 at 7:30 p.m.
At its core are Eddie Ross (born
Goldberg), a Russian immigrant Canal
Street bartender and his son Charlie. Charlie
yearns to establish - at the very least - a
peaceful coexistence with his angry, remote
and verbally and emotionally abusive father,
who has spent forty years in America’s
melting pot trying to reject his heritage.
While exploring the relationship between
the two, Gardner presents the saga of a first
generation of American Jews who came of

age in the Depression and were assimilated
at a high price during and after World War
II. The play’s many vignettes span the years
between 1936 and 1976.
Weinstein JCC’s JFT cast includes: Neil
Sonenklar, Erin Mahone, Valerie Abbott,
Marc Greenberg, John Urbach, Fred
Kaufman, Eric Brenner, Aaron Greenberg,
Steve Siegfried, Craig Hamman, Matthew
Logan and Michael Thibodeau.
On Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 7:30 p.m. a
discussion will follow the play. For tickets,
information and all show times, call 2856500. This show participates in the 2012
Acts of Faith Theater Festival.

The Mother’s Circle is Coming
H
ave you ever wondered how to create
a Jewish home for your children, when
you’re not Jewish yourself ?
The Mother’s Circle, a series of free
programs for women of other religious
backgrounds raising Jewish children within
the context of intermarriage, is excited to
present The Mother’s Circle Mini-Course, a free
3-session introductory workshop to Jewish
parenting. The three sessions will cover
topics such as how to create a Jewish home,
the Jewish child’s life cycle events, and an
overview of the Jewish holidays.
The Mother’s Circle Mini-Course is a
project of the Jewish Outreach Institute.

Classes will be held at the Weinstein JCC.
Free babysitting is available. The instructor
is Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin, Jewish
engagement coordinator, Weinstein JCC.
Schedule of Programs:
Feb. 29 - March 14
Morning Session: Wednesdays, 9:15 10:30 a.m.
March 6 - 20
Evening Session: Tuesdays, 7- 8 p.m.
To register and for more information
on the Mother’s Circle and any Jewish
Education programming at the Weinstein
JCC please call Shoshanna SchechterShaffin at 804-545-8657.

Undiscovered Photographers
Exhibit Coming in March
T
he opening reception for the
Undiscovered Photographers Exhibit
will be held on Thursday, March 15 at 7 p.m.
The Weinstein JCC is hosting the annual
exhibit from March 15 through April 12 in
the Sara D. November Art Gallery. Any
photographer age 18 or over whose work
has not been exhibited in a major show,

or has not placed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in an
Undiscovered Photographers Exhibit in the
past 5 years is eligible to enter. Prizes will be
awarded.
Exhibit entry forms are available at the
Weinstein JCC front desk or by contacting
Orly Lewis at olewis@weinsteinjcc.org or
545-8610.

Women’s Room
Feb. 6 - Brett Bonda, director Of The Feb. 20 - TBA
Richmond Ballet, “Minds In Motion:. Feb. 27 - Tony Booth from 107.3 Big Oldies,
Bringing Dance to Israeli Schools in 2011.”
“History Of Rock & Roll from 1945-1970.”
Feb. 13 - Tom Silvestri, Publisher, Richmond
For information, contact Shari MenloweTimes-Dispatch (Joint meeting with Men’s Barck at 545-8611.
Club)
www.JewishRichmond.org

ow do you get to Carnegie Hall
without leaving Richmond? Attend
the American Youth Harp Ensemble’s
(AYHE) Carnegie Hall Preview free concert
Saturday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. at the Weinstein
JCC.
The ensemble has established itself as
America’s premier youth harp ensemble
with a reputation for musical sophistication,
rich sound and imaginative programming of
repertoire. Recognized nationally as a model
arts education program, the Richmondbased AYHE serves over 300 young harpists,
ages eight to eighteen, annually.
Through radio, television and live
performances, the AYHE has reached an

estimated 300,000 people around the world.
The has had 15 international and national
tours performing in renowned venues in the
Netherlands, the Paris Music Festival, the
Edinburgh Music Festival, a debut in Salle
Gaveau in Paris and Salla Puccini in Rome,
the London Music Festival, and last winter,
the Advent Festival of Music in Austria.
The concert will include stunning
arrangements of West Side Story by Bernstein,
Anitra’s Dance from Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 by
Grieg, and the ensemble’s signature piece,
Malaguena from the Andalucia Suite by
Lecuona. Reservations are recommended
as space is limited. Call 285-6500 to secure
your seat.

Outdoor Soccer
F
or those interested in outdoor soccer,
the Weinstein JCC is the place. The
center is currently recruiting co-ed players
ages 5 to 13. The league will focus on skill
development and fun for everyone. Practices
will be held before each game and will be
facilitated by volunteer coaches.

All games are held at the Weinstein JCC
and divisions are put together by grade
levels. Registration is in progress. Sign up at
www.weinsteinjcc.org.
For further details and questions,
contact Kim Field at 545-8650 or kfield@
weinsteinjcc.org.

Passover Possibilities
T
he first night of Passover is April 6 and
the Weinstein JCC PGA is ready to
help with your preparations.
The center is offering Barton’s
Chocolates, which are not only delicious but
kosher for Passover. The Promise Haggadah
is also being offered. Celebrate a Passover
tradition with this beautiful Haggadah

personalized on the front cover with your
family name or individuals’ names.
Passover orders are due by Feb. 17 and
Haggadah orders are due by March 1.
Proceeds from the sale benefit the Weinstein
Preschool’s Nature Explore Outdoor
Classrooms. For orders, call 545-8616 or
wjccpga@hotmail.com.

Israel
Continued from page 1

young adults ages 18 to 26. Taglit-Birthright
Israel’s founders created this program to
send thousands of young Jewish adults from
all over the world to Israel as a gift in order to
diminish the growing division between Israel
and Jewish communities around the world;
to strengthen the sense of solidarity among
world Jewry; and to strengthen participants’
personal Jewish identity and connection to
the Jewish people. Hillel of Richmond is
pleased to be partnering with University of
Richmond Hillel for a summer Birthright
trip in late May.
Additionally, there are many spots and
dates available for summer Birthright trips
for 22-26 year olds. The Taglit-Birthright
Summer registration period opens on
Feb. 14. If you know of any Jewish 1826 year olds in the Richmond area that

Students visited a Kabbalist in Tzefat.

are interested in participating in a TaglitBirthright trip, please have them contact
Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin at 804-5458657 or sshaffin@weinsteinjcc.org.
Hillel of Richmond and Taglit-Birthright Israel
are generously supported by the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond.

.
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Join JFS at the Games
for Good

ark your calendars for Saturday, Feb.
11, and join co-chairs Susan Craven
Johnson of WKH Solutions and Blaine Garrett of Dominion Resources for an evening
of gaming, glitz, and glamour at the Games
for Good. This festivity is jointly hosted by JFS
and Circle Center Adult Day Services. All
proceeds will benefit the agencies’ programs
for older adults and their families.
Your evening includes casino games, tastings of wine and hand-crafted beers, delicious food, and fabulous silent and live auctions. There’s an auction item for everyone,
including an ultra-luxurious 10-day safari in
Kenya, a week at a Tuscan bed & breakfast,
a round of golf for four at Kinloch, a diamond bracelet, and an opportunity to throw
the first pitch at a Flying Squirrels game.
When: Saturday, Feb. 11
Where: Troutman Sanders Building
1001 Haxall Point
Times: 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Attire: Black Tie Optional
Tickets: $75 per person
RSVP: Faith Kallman, 282-5644, ext. 277

Many thanks to our event sponsors, auction
sponsors, and party hosts.
Event Sponsors - Platinum Sponsor: Woody
Funeral Home; Gold Sponsors: BB&T, David Word Automotive, Wine Selections by
The Barrel Thief
Auction Sponsors - Peter-Blair, Mrs. Dina
Boettcher, Caston Studio, Face Works Day
Spa, Ronald & Bonita Felmus, Franco’s,
Jack Kreuter Jewelers, Royal African Safaris.
JFS Party Hosts - Karin Fine, Sydney Fleischer & Mike Camp, Babs & Larry Jackson, Susan & Neville Johnson, Jr., Retta Leigh Keil,
Bev & Sid Koerin, Amy Krumbein, Susan &
Stephen Meyers, Abby Moore, Sara Belle &
Neil November, Robert Rolfe, Jerry & Anne
Samford, Jane Schumann, Eric & Liz Shoenfeld, Sandra Sisisky and Mort Thalhimer
III.
Jewish Family Services is supported,
in part, by a generous contribution
from the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.

Parkside Gets in the Mood

P

arkside residents got in the groove with
the “In the Mood” entertainment group.
Residents enjoyed the familiar songs from the
60’s, 50’s, the Big Band era, patriotic and turnof-the century tunes.
In addition to having their visual senses
stirred with colorful and splashy period
costumes, residents sang and clapped along as
dancers hoofed and did comic bits.
The all-volunteer troupe is comprised
mostly of dancers, a singer, and a guitarist
who perform at various venues throughout the
Greater Richmond area. The “In the Mood”
troupe, an outreach community service group,
has been performing since 2001.
Parkside, the state-of-the-art assisted
living facility on the Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community Campus, recently opened its
doors last August. The active Parkside residents
go to basketball games, enjoy museums, and
dine at their favorite restaurants as well as stay
in to cook, do Karaoke, exercise, and dance.
For a complete list of their activities or
for more information, contact Selma Harlow,
director of Admissions, at 421-5142 or
sharlow@bslcc.org.

Entertainers from “In the Mood,” an all volunteer
group.

The period costumes helped Parkside residents
get in the mood.

Residents at the Woods Gain Facility Improvements

Residents relax and enjoy fine dining at the
Woods 24th Annual Resident Council Holiday
Party.

R

esidents at the Beth Sholom Woods
have plenty to smile about. Thanks to
a grant made by the Ernst and Anne Fischer
Older Adult Fund, residents are enjoying
plays by the Henrico Theatre Company at
the Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen and
performances at the Chamberlayne Actors
Theatre.
The support of $2,000 from the Fischer
Older Adult Fund for the season passes to
both venues is administered by the Richmond
Jewish Foundation. Without this funding for
cultural events, Woods residents would not
have been able to attend such field trips.
Also this year, the Woods made some
necessary repairs to its leaky roof, installed
new hallway lights on the upper three floors,
upgraded its dining room with new flooring
and window treatments, and installed an

.
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Cathy Baab, (left), Woods service coordinator,
assists with residents who use the Food Pantry.
Donations are received from a near-by church.

awning in the backyard. The entire laundry
room was painted and improved with new
card-operated, high-efficient machines, and
the room was stocked with snack and drink
vending machines for the residents. The
entire flooring on the first floor lobby and
hallway was replaced, and several common
rooms received a fresh coat of paint as well
as new window treatments.
In addition to keeping low rental
assistance for its residents, the U.S. Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development renewed

the Woods request for service coordinator
services. This vital program is responsible
for assuring that elderly residents, especially
those who are frail or at risk, and those nonelderly residents with disabilities are linked to
the specific supportive services they need to
continue living independently at the Woods.
When the program first began nearly 20
years ago, the percentage of frail elderly
(those seniors who needed assistance with
three of more Activities of Daily Living) was
at 43%. Today, the “frail” population is at
13%.
While the service coordinator program
is not the only factor affecting the wellbeing of residents, it plays a significant role.
HUD has recognized the importance of this
program and has provided over $242,000 in
nearly 20 years to help keep Woods residents
independent for as long as possible.
This year, a Food Pantry was established
by service coordinator Cathy Baab.
Also the Woods is set to receive additional
$85,777 in equipment from the Federal
Transit Administration 5310 program. The
grant is for a new mini-van with a ramp and
a 15-passenger bus with a vehicle lift. The
Beth Sholom Home, the managing agent for
the Woods, will fund 20% or $17,155 for its
local match obligation while the FTA will
provide 80% or $68,622 in direct funds. The

FTA 5310 program is administered by the
Virginia Dept. of Rail and Transportation.
The equipment is used to transport
clients of Parkside, the newest assisted
living facility at the Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community, in addition to residents of the
Woods, the Home, the Gardens, and the
Outpatient Rehabilitation Clinic.
Since 1994, various vehicles for the
elderly and disabled have been made
possible by the FTA and the VDRT for Beth
Sholom facilities.
Beth Sholom Woods and the entire Beth
Sholom Lifecare Community continues to
provide comprehensive and compassionate
healthcare for individuals of all faiths in a
campus environment and home-like setting.
Beth Sholom will support these individuals,
their families, and the community through
advocacy, education and a commitment to
excellence in keeping with Jewish values.
The current waiting list at the Woods
is approximately over one-year long. For
information, contact Sue Berinato at
sberinato@bslcc.org or at (804) 421-5037.
###
The Beth Sholom Home is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from the
Jewish Community of Richmond.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah New Cub Scout
Pack/Boy
at Temple Beth-El
Scout Troop

As students approach
this very special milestone,
they complete a number of
projects that are designed
to help them delve into the
contents of their Bar or Bat
Mitzvah in a personal way.
Most Jewish children reach a point where
they ask what it means to “become” a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah as opposed to “having” one,
and why do they need to do all the “stuff”
they are doing to prepare.
In Judaism, one of the ways in which
we seek answers is through study; the more
familiar we are with the traditions, history,
and texts of our rich heritage, the more likely
it is that we can feel a meaningful connection
to it. The projects assigned to the students
are designed to create that connection.
The four projects are Torah, Prayer,
Lifecycle, and Mitzvah. The Torah Project
focuses on the specific Torah Portion for
the student. The students research the
meanings, themes, and interesting facts
about their Parashahs and Haftorahs.
The Lifecycle project is comprised of an
interview and an essay. Students interview
their parents and grandparents about their
lives as Jews, why Judaism is important to

them, special Jewish memories, etc. After the
interviews are complete, the students write
an essay about what it means to “become” a
Bar or Bat Mitzvah.
For the Prayer project , the student
chooses a prayer of his or her choice and then
researches the meaning and significance of
the prayer. The student needs to learn the
source of the prayer, and explain in which
service the prayer is recited. He or she may
include information about the history or
structure of the prayer as well.
Finally, the students choose a Mitzvah
project. The students each choose a project
that reflects essential Jewish values around
which they take action to incorporate the
mitzvot into their lives. For example, a
student may start a recycling program at a
facility that does not have one to fulfill the
mitzvah of Bal Tash’hit (Preserving the
Earth).
By the time the date of the simcha
arrives, the students have synthesized their
years of study at religious school with the
experience of completing these personalized
projects. They can look out from the bimah
and understand why it took years to get to
that place, and walk away with the desire to
continue to learn, study, and question.

Susan Greenbaum To Perform
at Temple Beth-El
T
he Sisterhood and Men’s Club of
Temple Beth-El will present a special
evening of music with Susan Greenbaum
and Chris Parker, from the popular
Richmond-based Susan Greenbaum Band.
An Evening with Susan Greenbaum will
take place on Saturday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m.
in the Social Hall at Temple Beth-El, 3330
Grove Avenue.
Noshes will be provided and a cash bar
will be available. Reserve a table for you and
your friends and enjoy the night out.

Reservations
can be made
through
the
Temple
office
at
355-3564.
The cost is $25
per person and
cash, check or
credit card can
be accepted at the time of the reservation.
Please RSVP by Tuesday, Feb. 21.

Beth Ahabah Seeks Cantorial Soloist
Congregation Beth Ahabah is seeking a Cantorial soloist to begin summer, 2012.
The duties include: leading the congregation in song; 40 weeks annually (Friday night
and Saturday morning services); singing for holiday services; assisting with music
selections; participating in rehearsals with accompanist and choir.
Required skills include: knowledge of Reform Jewish services
and ability to read Hebrew. Preferred skills include: ability
to read music and play guitar.
Travel reimbursement and salary negotiable.
Email resume to Katie.Roeper@gmail.com along with links to music and/or video.
www.JewishRichmond.org

in our

synagogues

R

ichmond has a new Jewish Cub Scout
Pack and Boy Scout Troop.
Right from the start, the boys have been
busy - busy having fun. That goes for both
the Cub Scouts of Pack 613 and the older
boys in Boy Scout Troop 613.
The cubs have already earned many
awards, which include bowling, community
and citizenship, skating and more. If they are
not playing games, they are going on trips to
firehouses, police stations, radio stations, just
to name a few. They are also having fun with
crafts and learning about tools. Recently, some
of the boys made their own wooden toolboxes.
As for the Boy Scouts, they have been
learning the necessary skills for their first
overnight camping trip at the end of
January. From knot-tying, orienteering (mapreading and using a compass), to setting up
and taking down tents and other camping
equipment, and most importantly, learning
how to work as a team.
Working together, they chose a name for
their patrol. They also sketched a design to
go along with the patrol name and had their
design imprinted on patrol patches. Soon the
boys will be creating their own Patrol Flag.
They also had to come up with a patrol yell.
In the process of all this fun, the boys of
Troop 613 are learning what it means to be
a scout. Trustworthy and loyal are just two
of the values of the Scout Law and all twelve
values are woven into each troop meeting.
Both the Pack and Troop are new and
the year has begun but registration is always

Jewish Storytelling

C

ongregation Beth Ahabah offers a
four-part lecture and participation
series on four Tuesdays beginning Feb.
14 through March 7, Tell Me A Bubbe
Mayse: The Art of Jewish Storytelling.
Sponsored by the Adult Education and
Programming Committee, this program
will provide insight into the Jewish
tradition of storytelling: scary, funny,
sacred, heretical, and most importantly,
personal.
This series stretches from biblical
times, through the Middle Ages, into
the 21st Century and from the Garden
of Eden to your own back yard. You
are invited to immerse yourself in the
wonderful world of Jewish Storytelling!
Call 358-6757 for more information or
r.brand@bethahabah.org.

Row 1: (From Left) Moshe Ackman, Saul
Sawilowsky, Jacob Zedd, Patrol Leader - Charlie
Alexander. Row 2: Quartermaster - Asher
Ackman. Row 3: Assistant Scout Masters - Ben
Melton and Drew Alexander, Scout Master - Russ
Stein, and Senior Patrol Leader - Josh Black.

(From Left) Wolf Cub - Yisrael Skaist, Tiger Cub
- Moshe Fletcher, Tiger Cub - Elliot Zedd, Tiger
Cub - Nachi Moskowitz, Webelos - Yossi Collins.

open to new Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.
Eligibility for Cubs: Boys in Grades
1st through 5th - or - Ages 7-10 years old.
For further information, please contact
CubMaster Yisrael Fletcher at 202-2885373 or email wfletcher7@gmail.com.
Eligibility for Boy Scouts: Boys Ages
11-17 years - or - at least 10 years old and
completed the 5th Grade. For information,
contact Scoutmaster Russ Stein at 804-6515825 or email russ613@comcast.net.

Tell Me a Bubbe Mayse:
The Art of Jewish Storytelling
A Four-Part Lecture and Participation Series
Sponsored by the Adult Education and Programming Committee
Congregation Beth Ahabah • Goldberg Auditorium • 7:30pm
Please join us for four evenings of insight into the Jewish tradition of storytelling: scary, funny,
sacred, heretical, and most importantly, personal. This series stretches from biblical times, through
the Middle Ages, into the 21st Century and from the Garden of Eden to your own back yard.

February 14: A Valentine’s Day Look at the World’s First Love Story
Julie Galambush, Professor of Religious Studies, College of William and Mary
“Adam and Eve: Retelling the Story Throughout History and What it Means Now”

February 21: Freaks and Monsters of Jewish Legend

Jerry Smith, Professor Emeritus of Modern Languages
and Literatures, College of William and Mary
“Elia Levita Bachur’s Bovo Buch: Our Earliest (1507) Written Example of Popular Yiddish Fiction”
Brian Meyer, Congregation Beth Ahabah
“Superhuman Figures in Jewish Storytelling: from Samson to the Golem to the Incredible Hulk”

February 28: Grandma, Tell Me a Story About When You Were Little
Laura Pershin Raynor, renowned storyteller, leads us in a workshop
about the structure and character of Jewish family stories.

March 7: Once, Long Ago and Far Away...

Ramona Brand, Congregation Beth Ahabah
Stories from the Congregation: workshop participants try their hands
at delivering the quintessential bubbe mayse.
coffee and dessert will be provided
during the the lecture
Sponsored by

Congregation

Beth Ahabah

1111 W. Franklin Street • Richmond, VA 23220
804-358-6757 • www.bethahabah.org
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Or Ami Events: Youth Groups;
Shabbat Across America

I

t seems like Or Ami is running
at breakneck speed as the High
Holidays came so fast followed
quickly on the heels of the rest of
the Jewish holidays.
Now the congregation is at the middle
of the year, where the pace is not quite so
frantic and the holidays are spread a little
further apart.
Please join the OMG and OATY groups
on Saturday, Feb. 4, at 6 p.m. They will come
together for a spaghetti fundraiser dinner and
Karaoke night hosted by DJ David Sporn
(Note to upcoming Bar/ Bat Mitzvah families.
Here’s a good opportunity to have a fun family
dinner AND check out a DJ).
This is a wonderful opportunity to help
teach the children about Tikun Olam as all
proceeds benefit, “The Girl Effect,” a program
that helps break the cycle of poverty for young
girls all over the world (www.thegirleffect.org)
Bring your friends and neighbors and take
a night off from cooking and cheer on the
talent!
Shabbat Across America takes place on
Friday, March 2. Please attend and bring your
friends or neighbors who may have asked
about Judaism or expressed a curiosity about
Or Ami. That is what this program is all about!
There will be a potluck dinner that evening at
6:30 p.m. followed by a special Oneg at 7:30

as all celebrate Shabbat with hundreds of
other congregations across the U.S.
Purim will be on Wednesday March 7 and
you will not want to miss it. The schpiel begins
promptly at 6:30 p.m. so arrive early to make
sure you get a place park and find a seat.
This year will be our all new. - well you
will just have to come and see it for yourself!
Mark it on your calendar, bring your friends
and family for a rollicking good time and don’t
forget to wear your favorite costumes.
We encourage everyone to bring your
favorite Hamantaschen to share.
Call 272-0177 for information on these
and other Or Ami activities.

hadassah
news

Hadassah’s Upcoming Events
Home Sweet Hadassah: March 22
Join hundreds of thousands of Hadassah
Members, Associates and friends as all celebrate
Hadassah’s Centennial Anniversary on the same
night all across the country. Mark your calendars
now so you can be part of history.
The Richmond Celebration will take place at
the Virginia Holocaust Museum with an array of
festivities and guests.
This event is sponsored by Weinstein
Properties, Richmond Jewish Foundation, Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond, Weinstein
JCC, Print Shack and Virginia Holocaust
Museum.
For more information or to participate or
sponsor, contact Elaine Ragone, program chair,
at talk2el@aol.com.

Hadassah Book Clubs
Hadassah’s Afternoon Book Group will meet
at the Weinstein JCC on Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. to discuss
Deborah Tannen’s “I Only Say This Because
I Love You.” In this illuminating book, Tannen
who is a linguist explains why talking with family
members is often fraught with misunderstanding.
Seeking approval and acceptance, we often
encounter criticism, disapproval or rejection.
The author explains why grown women so
often feel criticized by their mothers and why
mothers feel they can’t open their mouths around
their grown daughters. Tannen provides the tools
to improve relationships with family members
of any age. For information contact Julie Beck
Berman at juliefbb@aol.com or 862-6581.
There will not be and Evening Book Group in
February.

SMALL BITES

Or Atid Celebrating Its Future
is Now Campaign
I

n January at
Cong regation
Or
Atid,
the
Machon class of
students from 8th
grade to 12th grade
demonstrated its
skill in leading services and its continued
commitment to Jewish education.
Fully engaging the congregation in
worship, the students took turns leading
prayers in both English and Hebrew. Parents
and children shared a special moment when
Rabbi Royi Shaffin called upon the parents
to bless their children and share with them
what makes them special and what their
parents hope for them in the future. His
sermon was truly inspirational.
The congregation is celebrating the
conclusion of its Future Is Now campaign
with a special Shabbat service on Feb. 3.
The purpose of this fundraising effort was to
build the Wall of Nehemiah, a metaphor for

.
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the rebirth of the congregation through both
a new physical home and rejuvenation under
the leadership of Rabbi Shaffin. During
services, each family that contributed to the
campaign will be invited to come forward to
add a brick to the wall in order to illustrate
the depth of the community efforts to
strengthen the congregation.
More than 90% of the congregational
families have contributed to the Future Is
Now.
So that the entire Richmond Jewish
community may celebrate Tu B’Shevat,
The New Year of the Trees, together,
Congregation Or Atid is planning a dairy
pot luck Tu B’Shevat dinner on Friday, Feb.
10.
Interested guests should contact the
office at 740-4747 to RSVP, sign up for a
potluck dish, and get information on the
kashrut policy. Nuts, fruits, and other Israeli
foods will be served during this traditional
and educational meal.

Welcome to the Café @ the Weinstein JCC!
We offer Daily Specials
Fresh Baked Breads & Pastries
Yummy Soups & Salads
Box Lunch Delivery • Local Vendors!
Monday ~ Friday 8 to 5
On the Fitness Level ~ 285.6500
Individual & Corporate Catering
www.JewishRichmond.org

community

focus on

foundation
How To Goof Up Your Will

By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

I

t’s one thing to have a will; it’s another to
have a will that works well. In fact, there
are some cases where it is probably better
not to have a will at all than to have one that
is defective or that fails to accomplish your
wishes.
There are several ways you can goof up your
will. Here are four of the more common ones:
1. Do it yourself. State law dictates what
is and what isn’t legal in drafting and signing
a will. A universal will form obtained at a
stationery store or a homemade will based
on hear-say advice is risky, to say the least.
A good estate-planning attorney can ask the
right questions to help you make sure you
are covering all the bases in planning the
disposition of your estate. To make sure things
are done right and for your own peace of
mind, it seems well worth the cost to obtain
professional help in preparing your will.
2. Provide incorrect or unclear
information. If you are making a bequest to
a charity like Richmond Jewish Foundation,
it is important to use the full legal name of
the organization. This will avoid confusion
and possible delays during probate. And be as
clear as you can. If you are making a bequest
for a specific purpose, spell out your wishes
so the recipient will know exactly what you

intended. Charitable organizations usually
prefer unrestricted bequests, since this allows
the board of trustees to apply the gift where
it is needed most. Also, many organizations
have well-considered policies directing the use
of unrestricted estate gifts.
3. Hide your will. What’s the use of having a
valid will that expresses your wishes exactly -- only
to have it so well hidden no one can find it at your
death? In addition to storing your will in a safe
place, make sure you tell the appropriate persons
where to find it.
4. Overlook other transfer arrangements. A
will provides only one way to transfer assets at
death. If this document is not coordinated with
other transfer arrangements, enormous problems
may result. For example, what happens if your
will provides for an equal division of your estate
among family members and your life insurance
policy earmarks the death benefit for, say, the
oldest child? The life insurance proceeds would
go to the older child as well as a portion of the
estate identified in your will. Hence, one family
member would receive far more than the others probably not what you would desire.
We at RJF want you to have a good will.
We encourage you to take care of this very
important matter. Planning is easy when you
use the new online Wills Planner available
on our website. The Wills Planner helps you
organize your estate planning information
before meeting with your attorney. You can
even share your secure information online to
help your attorney complete the plan. To get
started, visit www.createlegacy.org and click on
“Plan Your Will” to create your account.
Further, if you want to talk with us about
finding an attorney or about how to leave a
bequest to RJF, you may email me at robert@
rjfoundation.org or call 545-8656.

Richmond & Tidewater Area
Summer Campers
Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications are now being
accepted by the Sroka/Karp* Memorial Fund Grants Committee. Partial
need-based scholarships are available for a summer Jewish camp experience.
If you would like to request an application or need further information, please
contact Joice Burnette, Foundation Administrator at 804.545.8628.
The application deadline is 4:00 p.m. on February 29, 2012.
*Of Blessed Memory

www.JewishRichmond.org

news

PJ Goes to Camp: Scholarship
Opportunity

P

J Goes to Camp is an incentive program
for first-time campers who are subscribers
to The PJ Library® and live anywhere in
North America.
The program is managed by the
Foundation for Jewish Camp, in partnership
with the Grinspoon Institute and the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation’s PJ Library®
Program.
Increasing youth attendance at Jewish
camps is a goal of the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation (HGF). That is why, in partnership
with the Foundation for Jewish Camps (FJC),
HGF has designed a program to encourage
families to send their children to Jewish
overnight camp for the first time.
PJ Goes to Camp offers incentive grants
of up to $1,000 to offset camp tuition for PJ

Library participants, siblings, and alumni.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
First-time campers at nonprofit Jewish
overnight camps are those that are also:
• Current PJ Library subscribers (enrolled
in the program on or before Sept. 1, 2011).
• Siblings of currently eligible PJ Library
subscribers (enrolled in the program on or
before Sept. 1, 2011).
• PJ Library alumni.
• Campers who have not received an
incentive from One Happy Camper.
FOR WHAT TIME PERIOD?
These opportunities apply only to Summer
2012 experiences.
WHICH CAMPS ARE INCLUDED?
All 155+ nonprofit overnight Jewish
camps in North America approved by the
Foundation for Jewish Camp are included.
Apply at http://www.jewishcamp.org/
one-happy-camper/.

Menorah Review Available

T

he latest issue of Virginia Commonwealth University’s publication, Menorah Review
(Number 76, Winter/Spring 2012) is now available online, in addition to archived
issues, at www.menorahreview.org.
Dr. Jack D. Spiro, Rabbi emeritus of Congregation Beth Ahabah, is editor and holds the
Harry Lyons Distinguished Chair in Judaic Culture at VCU.

Joan Lipstock and Carole
Weinstein Recognized
O

n May 4, nine Richmond women will
be honored at the Annual YWCA
Outstanding Women Awards luncheon.
The JCFR is pleased to congratulate two
community members – Joan Lipstock and
Carole Weinstein - for being among this
year’s recipients.
The women will be honored at a
luncheon that raises funds for the YWCA’s
domestic violence, sexual assault and child
development programs. This is the 32nd
year for the awards.
Lipstock is being recognized for the Arts
Category. Lipstock is described as an advocate
for people with disabilities whose work in the
arts presents an honest picture of living with
a disability, dispels myths and empowers the
disabled to advocate for themselves. She is
also chair of the special-needs division of
the Maccabi Games, an athletic competition
for teenagers, and is founder of Dreamers

Theater,
an
acting troupe
of
teenagers
with disabilities.
We i n s t e i n
will
be
honored
for
the Education
C a t e g o r y.
Weinstein
is
r e c o g n i z e d (From left)Carole Weinstein
and Joan Lipstock.
for her varied
career in education, which includes teaching
at St. Catherine’s School to acting as
an adjunct professor of English at the
University of Richmond, to serving as a
trustee of Davidson College. She has been a
longtime leader in the Jewish community and
recognized by a number of organizations,
including the Federation and the University
of Richmond.

.
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Save the Date!

Beth Sholom Lifecare Community’s
Annual Gala

CABARET NOUVEAU
Expect the Unexpected!
Westin Hotel
March 17, 2012
7:00 p.m.

Community-Wide Purim
Carnival Coming March 4
T
he Richmond Council for Jewish
Education (RCJE) will once again
be organizing its annual community-wide
Purim Carnival. The event will take place
on Sunday, March 4 at the Weinstein JCC.
Teen volunteers from the RCJE’s member
organizations will help run the stations, which
include carnival games for both younger
and older children, arts and crafts activities,
children and family costume contests and
inflatables. Food will be available for purchase
and live entertainment will be provided.
All attendees are encouraged, in the spirit

of Purim, to come dressed in costume. Beth
Ahabah will perform their annual “Purim
Shpiel” which is guaranteed to provide laughs
for the entire family.
The theme for the day will remain “Purim
Goes Green.” Any additional proceeds from
the carnival will be donated to JNF to plant
trees in Israel.
The carnival is open to the entire
community. Doors open at 12:30 p.m. and the
event should conclude around 4:15 p.m. If you
have any questions, or for more information
on the event, please contact 285-6500.

High Excitement at
YVA Invitational
T

he
annual
Yeshiva
of
Virginia Invitational
Basketball
Tournament drew
large crowds to
the Weinstein JCC
the first week of
January.
This
year
marked
the
seventh year of A large crowd of RTA alumni were on hand to cheer for YVA in the
the tournament, tournament championship game.
with eight teams
participating including, Richmond AZA.
It was a great moment for Jewish
basketball in Richmond, with YVA
finishing second in the Gold Bracket, and
AZA second in the Black Bracket.
The competition was fierce among
the eight competing teams, which
included regional private schools and
home school organizations as far away as
Charlottesville.
Mark your calendars for next year’s
YVA Invitational - January 2013 will be
another great week for Jewish basketball!
Air Yoni! YVA Junior Yoni Lewis goes up for a
score in the championship game versus Spirit.

Food Festival
Continued from page 1

matzah, served, of course, in Jewish penicillin - a
hearty chicken broth that is sure to cure whatever
ails you.
Hot Corned Beef - just like from the corner deli.
And Pickle on a Stick – half - or whole - sour!
Latkes - grated potatoes mixed with eggs and
onions in a perfect union - crispy on the outside,
creamy on the inside; bet you can’t eat just one!
Shwarma - seasoned and shaved lamb and
turkey, served on pita with hummus and a diced
tomato and cucumber salad. Falafel - the Israeli
version of fast food, falafel is made of chickpea
batter spiced to perfection and fried into a crisp

.
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ball. Served in a
pita with salad and
condiments - just
grab and go.
Kosher Hot Dog What would a Jewish
Food Festival be
without an all-beef kosher hot dog, mustard
and onions? Cholent - a stew simmered for
hours, containing beans, barley, potatoes and
meat.
Stuffed Cabbage - exquisitely seasoned meat
and rice stuffed into cabbage leaves and
baked in a sweet-and-sour sauce! Schnitzel boneless chicken coated in a bread-crumb
batter oven-fried to perfection. A selection
of kugels - sweet or savory noodle or potato
casseroles. Don’t forget to visit “Bubbie’s
Bakery” for wonderful homemade baked
items.
Plan on taking home your favorite dish order from the take-home table when you
finish eating, or call to place a take-home
order in advance.
Entertainment includes face painting
and live music all day Sunday and much
of Monday. Call 804-288-7953 for more
information.

Classified
Group, Couples & Individual Therapy for Adults. Supportive & Challenging
Therapist. Relationships; Vocation; Gay/Lesbian & Cultural Issues; Addictive
Behaviors; Mood Disorders. Jonathan Lebolt, PhD, LCSW, (804) 683-4536, DoctorJon@comcast.net, http://Doctor-Jon.home.comcast.net.
To advertise, call 545-8620 today.

Richmond’s Best Kept
Secret for Fine Interiors.

I am a full service interior designer dedicated to my client’s needs
and desires. My clients get advice and information throughout the
process to help them make knowledgeable and confident design
decisions. Treating clients with respect and delivering more than
promised is my guiding principle in business. Please contact me for a
complimentary consultation.

FRANCINE MORGAN 804•360-9818
Fabric • Wall Coverings • Furniture • Lighting • Floor Coverings • Window Treatments
www.JewishRichmond.org

One day they will be applying
to the same universities.

Give the gift of Friends for Life.
Camp Airy for boys: Thurmont, MD · Camp Louise for girls: Cascade, MD

A Jewish Camping Tradition

410-466-9010 www.airylouise.org
www.JewishRichmond.org

.
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KBI Day Camp
K

WJCC
Summer
Camps

T

he theme of Weinstein JCC summer
camps is to get active and get outside.
No matter your age or interest, the Weinstein
JCC has a summer camp for all youngsters
up to 10th grade.
Camp Ganim offers 2 to 5 year olds the
chance to interact with nature and freely
run, climb, dig, collect, pretend, take risks,
create and safely explore sand, mud, flowers,
insects and more! Add swimming, water
play, music, art and nurturing counselors and
what a perfect summer for a preschooler!
Specialty Camps take it a step further for
the Kindergartners through 10th graders.
There are quite a few new and exciting
offerings this year including Horseback
Riding, Rock Climbing, Swim Camp,

Gymnastics and Baseball/Softball Camp
but we haven’t forgotten the camps you love
including Junior Chefs, Kids on the Move,
Water Week, Raintree Tennis, Kung Fu and
plenty more! Add in swimming and you have
a summer of fun and recreation!
Camp Hilbert takes fun and nurturing
to a new level on the 120-acre Goochland
County site. From the morning flag pole
assembly to canoeing on beautiful Lake
Rosalie, children will enjoy a wide range of
activities led by trained specialists and our
professional staff from the Weinstein JCC.
Come join us for summer fun no matter
your age or interest! Online registrations
are now available or download the summer
camp brochure at www.weinsteinjcc.org.

Camps for all
Ages & Interests

All Camp Information Nights
March 17th at 7:00 pm
Learn about Camp Hilbert and Specialty Camps specifically

March 20th at 7:00 pm
Learn about all our camps
Come learn about all of the exciting happenings
planned for our camps in the summer of 2012!

Camp Ganim

Camp Hilbert

Ages 2 – 5
Camp Director: Lily Ocasio

Grades K – 10
Camp Director: Alex Ross

Specialty Camps

Grades K – 9
Camp Director: Kim Field

Call 285-6500 for more information or download our
2012 Summer Camps Magazine at www.weinsteinjcc.org.

.

12| the Reflector| Febuary 2012 Shevat 5772

BI Boys Camp is excited to announce
yet another year of great fun. Set to
begin it’s 8th year, the ages are rising 2-8th
graders.
“We do sports, learning, games,
swimming, trips, and much more. In KBI
Boys Camp your boys will experience their
best summer ever. Our dates are still to be
announced, so we’ll keep you posted,” said
Yitzy Klestzick, camp director.
The day runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and the camps are in operation for a total
of six weeks, usually starting in mid June
For information, contact Yitzy Klestzick at
and lasting into early August. Campers 804-640-6464 or email summerboyscamp@
can sign up for each individual week.
gmail.com.

Hebrew Fun in the Summer Sun
R
ichmond
Congregational
Schools/
Richmond Council for Jewish Education
(RCJE) once again will offer Hebrew Refresher
Camp for summer 2012.
Hebrew Fun in the Summer Sun, a Hebrew
Refresher Camp, will be held this summer from
Aug. 13 - 17, and will once again be held at the
Beth-El School campus on Parham Road.
The camp will be open to students from
all of the local congregations and community
(you do not need to be a synagogue member
to participate). It’s a coordinated program
under the leadership of the following
Directors of Education: Ramona L. Brand
(Congregation Beth Ahabah), Rabbi Royi
Shaffin (Congregation Or Atid) and David
Goldsmith (Congregation Or Ami).
They will create a camp environment,
which will foster sense of community among
Jewish children by bringing together children
from different congregations for learning

Camp Gan Israel
C
amp Gan Israel is part of the largest
and fastest-growing network of Jewish
day camps. Our camp enjoys a well-earned
reputation with innovative ideas, creative
programs, and new activities being introduced.
Many a child has been known to wait all year to
come back to Gan Israel. From preschoolers to
our senior division, campers will enjoy a wide
range of exciting activities and field trips in a
warm and vivacious atmosphere.
The real secret to our success lies in our
outstanding staff. Our counselors are known
for their personal warmth and their ability
to care for each child as an individual. Many
staff members return year after year, lending
experience and continuity.
Each counselor is a role model for our

and fun. High quality
Hebrew instruction will
help students “brush up”
on their Hebrew skills.
Music, art, teva (outdoor
activities), prayer and
games, will also make this
a fun way to review Hebrew skills. Children
from all area Congregational or Day Schools
are invited to enroll. Registration begins June
15.
This program is funded by the
Richmond Council of Jewish Education an
ad hoc committee of the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond. Look for more
details and registration information in the
coming months.
For information, contact r.brand@
bethahabah.org; oramischool@gmail.com or
rshaffin@oratid.org.

children, promising
them
friendships
which will last forever.
Their love for the
children is perhaps
surpassed only by
the children’s love for
them.
Chana Weiss, director of Camp Gan
Israel, said, “Our dates are July 2 - Aug. 10;
registration is on a weekly basis. Register at
www.chabadofva.org. Early bird special 15
% off by March 15. Refer a friend discount
10%; 10% discount of additional kids;
discounts can not be combined.” Call 7402000 ext. 5 for information.
www.JewishRichmond.org

