My Canadian experience
My name is Daniel Avidar, I'm 26 and studying my second year in the of Social Work at 
Tel Hai College. Last year I had the privilege to know the long-term relationship between Judaism Ottawa, capital of Canada and the Upper Galilee Community. Contact which is expressed on an exchange, in projects for the promotion of education and employment in the periphery, volunteer activities and more. As part of this connection every year grope of young people come from Canada to stay with students at Tel Hai College. 
These exchanges aim to battle on a personal level between Diaspora Jewry residents of Israel, to bring together different cultures and find the common between them, to connect the individual essence of Jewish and community groups.

Under this frame I host wonderful people in my house, and get to know a new culture and to hear about the difficulties and coping of young Jews in the Diaspora.
A few months ago Haim and I told we have been selected to travel to Ottawa and represent the youth of the North there. I was glad for the opportunity and the excitement level grow as the date approached.

 Before the trip, I thought a lot about how it will be and what will be and what it means "to represent Israel." I did not take apart before in any expedition and the experience of the Diaspora Jewish community was new and intriguing for me. I tried to prepare myself to answer carefully on hard and complex questions about issues concerning Israel and its image in the world, especially now after the recent military operation in Gaza.
We landed in Ottawa directly to minus nine degrees it was snowy and beautiful streets, so I can say we had a soft and cold landing. I was very excited every morning from the amount of snow; it’s made me very happy.

We spent the day getting to know the community and all the activities their doing, joined various educational activities and volunteer in projects.

 One day we joined the Jewish school grades, which operate many years with generous Metula School. Teacher Ruth receiving us with open arms and great joy, we talked with students in the classrooms and joined Hanukkah activities. We spent a whole day with lovely children and teenagers and lovers of Israel.  We answer Questions that were prepared for us, I felt a bit like a press conference that consists of small and curious people. Do you have people with dark skin in Israel? What do you think about the establishment of a Palestinians? What does it mean to serve in the army? And is there Jacuzzis in Israel...? So what would be your answer?

Later in the week we volunteered on home for older people with disabilities, we passed playful activities at school about Hanukkah and Israel. On Friday night generous young couple opens their home and heart for us and for many people for Shabbat diner; we made latkes at Hanukkah party and watched the local hockey game.
Meeting with the young Jews allowed us to become more familiar with each other and to get to know the similarities and differences between cultures. I think that the imagination is bigger than the difference and most of us going through the same things and have similar experiences: love, disappointments, challenges, work, school, money, confusion and successes. Today I can say for sure that I have good friends in Canada, and the relationship that began last May strengthened following the mission and will surely happens in the future.
In an entertaining and probably not accidental, Chanukah and Christmas happen nearby which makes the party happier and the general atmosphere of joy and brightness.
 My connection to Judaism and the tradition took a different and surprise direction while I was there.  I started to want to explore the religion that I belong to, and ask myself what it is for me to be Jewish. I saw that there is all kind of Judaism; you don’t have to be "religious" to be Jewish. It was very powerful experience for me and my issue with the tradition and I'm glad that this mission has created an opportunity for me.

The Relationship between Israel and Diaspora Jewry is bi-directional and vitally important. The Diaspora is kind of spokespersons and supporters for Israel around the world and Israel support Jewish communities in Diaspora. With a lot of giving and love there is in Ottawa proud, unified ,coherent, attentive and caring community that  teach for helping others and keeping close relationship with Israel and the Galilee in particular.

Everyone was so nice to us and hosts us with lot of love and appreciation and I want to thank everyone who took part on this special and wonderful experience we had. Thank you Jasmine, Sarah, Jeff, Samantha, Maya, Dan, Stephen, josh and Haim- the perfect partner.

I am waiting and expecting the arrival of the Canadian again this summer.

Danielle.
