SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

· When did you arrive in the United States?

· Did you arrive by ship or plane?

· What was your first impression of America?

· Why did you choose to settle in New Jersey? 

· Describe the town or city as it appeared to you when you first arrived.

· Did it in any way remind you of your home in Europe? If yes, how?

· Did you feel welcome in the United States? If yes, what particularly made you feel welcome? If you were made to feel unwelcome, please explain.

· Please describe your employment history: first job and subsequent ones.

· Please describe your first and subsequent homes in the United States.

· Did you attend night classes to learn English? Please describe that experience.

· Did you send your children to area schools and colleges?

· What do you consider the best thing about living in New Jersey?

· What are your thoughts on life, relationship with others, prayer, Judaism, religious observance, children, and grandchildren.

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS AND INFORMATION

· We recommend that the student bring a camera to each interview to make her/his own photographic record.

· We suggest the student ask to see photographs and documents of the survivor’s pre-war and post war life.

· It would be a good idea to participate in a shared activity, perhaps to watch a Holocaust movie together and discuss it, or visit a museum.

· Some survivors have heavy accents. The students should not hesitate to ask the survivor to clarify any remarks that he or she does not understand. Students should feel free to ask the survivors to spell out the names and places they mention in the course of conversation.

· If, for whatever reason, the student finds him/herself uncomfortable with the survivor at any of interviews he/she should report it immediately to the Rabbi or Educational Director and/or should contact the Holocaust Council of MetroWest.

· We hope that the parents of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah will plant two trees in Israel in honor of this occasion, one for their child’s simcha and one for the survivor.
