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On behalf of Congregation Shaarei
Shamayim, I wish the Madison Jewish
community a shanah tovah, a new year
filled with health and happiness.  All are
welcome to share these holidays with our
community free of charge and to join us for
meals, services, and programs at this spe-
cial time of year.

At this time of year our attention shifts
towards teshuvah, of seeking forgiveness,
making amends, and turning back to our
best selves. We commit to working harder
in the next year to live with more integrity,
to be more thoughtful, and to create a more
just world.

I find that some of us focus intently on
doing personal teshuvah, of examining our
individual actions and setting things right.
We call up a friend to sort through past dis-
agreements, we apologize to our spouse, or
we make a personal commitment to helping
others more regularly in the year to come.
Others of us are more comfortable thinking
of teshuvah in collective terms, of calling
on our communities or our society to make
change and to live up to our communal val-
ues – caring for the poor, working for racial
justice, or creating Middle East peace.  

The story of Jonah, which is tradition-
ally read on Yom Kippur, teaches us that
both are necessary, and they cannot be sep-
arated from one another.

Jonah is the prophet who resists God’s
call to go to the city of Nineveh to tell the
wicked people that they must change their
ways.  He runs the other way and boards a
ship to Tarshish.  He then goes to sleep at

the bottom of the ship and remains asleep
as a huge storm erupts.  While the other
people on the ship are trying to save it from
sinking in the storm, Jonah continues to
sleep.  

The captain of the ship arouses Jonah
from his sleep, and Jonah suggests that he
be thrown overboard to save the ship.  Once
overboard he is swallowed by a large fish,
and after three days of reflection in its belly
he is spit up onto the land and finally
changes his ways.  He promises to go to
Nineveh, acting courageously to do his part
to create change.  

The people of Nineveh do change, and
God relents.  However, Jonah has no com-
passion for them and is angry with God for
saving them.  Change does not come easily
to Jonah.  He struggles with apathy and
cynicism.  He flees from personal respon-
sibility even as he asks others to change
their ways.

Jonah reflects our own struggles – we
flee from responsibility, we turn the other
way, and we become resentful of others.
Change starts with ourselves; if we cannot
be forgiving, compassionate, and kind, we
can hardly call on others to be forgiving,
compassionate, and kind, and we cannot
expect to create a society that is forgiving,
compassionate, and kind.  Likewise, if we
only focus on ourselves, and we ignore the
actions of our communities or our society,
our ability to create a better world for our-
selves and generations to come is limited.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur call on
us to do teshuvah individually and commu-
nally – to work harder in the next year to
live with more integrity, to be more
thoughtful, and to create a more just world.

It is my honor to wish the Madison Jew-
ish community a healthy, happy new year
in 5774. I am grateful for this opportunity.

Recently I was having a conversation
with some friends when one told a story of
how she had once wanted to be an actor.
She had worked on it so diligently! She
practiced the lines. She tried to develop the
characters that she would play. She asked
her siblings and friends to help her practice
the parts by reading the lines with her.  But
during these practice readings she would
repeatedly notice that they seemed to be
better at it than she.  They remembered the
lines faster.  They mimicked the voices so
clearly!  Here were her friends trying to
help her accomplish her goal, and they
seemed to be more suited for it than she!
She remembers realizing that she would
never be a good actor. She remembers
thinking that she had failed at her dreams.
Then she remembers feeling a sense of re-
lief as she realized that, although it was per-
haps a failure to leave acting behind, it
would also be a liberation for her and that
she would not struggle so much anymore
at something at which she was not very
successful.  Failing at acting would give her
an opportunity to do something else, better.

Our tradition teaches us:  “A righteous
person falls seven times and rises up again”
(Proverbs 24:16).  Seven is a significant
number in the Jewish tradition.  There are
seven days of creation. There are seven
days in a week.  At a wedding, the bride cir-
cles the groom seven times. And there are
seven times seven days of counting for the

49 days between Passover and Shavuot.
Seven is life-giving.  It is a number full of
strength and health and hope for the future.   

Why would our tradition teach us that
falling seven times is a righteous act?  What
can a person learn by falling seven times?
And why should we see the act of falling as
a positive thing rather than as a total failure?  

Perhaps by now each of us has learned
that finding success is not a straight path.  It
is circuitous, and arduous.  We all know
people who fall down and get up.  But we
may tend to judge a person who falls down
repeatedly.  We might see this person as a
failure.  We might even judge ourselves
when we repeatedly fall down.  We might
see ourselves as a failure.  

Instead our tradition encourages us to
see a person who has fallen down as a right-
eous person.  A person who falls down once
and again and again and continues to rise
up and correct his mistakes, to try again, to
learn to do things right, has courage.  A per-
son who fails and redirects his path and
rises up again has the courage to make
teshuvah.  Making teshuvah means that we
have a willingness to change and learn from
our mistakes. We can recognize our failures
and we can feel relief that we have another
opportunity to rise up again. We get another
try.  

The Days of Awe are our opportunity to
admit when we have fallen, dust ourselves
off, and rise up again. At this time of the
Jewish New Year, may each of us recognize
when we have fallen, and rise up again with
renewed strength.

May 5774 be a time of peace and health
for each of us, for Israel, and for all people.
L’shana Tova Tikateivu.

Dear Madison Jewish Community,

It is my pleasure and honor to wish a
Shannah Tovah U’Metukah, a good and
sweet new year on behalf of the Beth Israel
Center members and staff; Rabbi Rebecca
Ben-Gideon, Deborah Hoffman, Cheri
Keen, Lily Nagy-Deak, Elissa Pollack and
Stephanie Rose.

My wife Rebecca very much enjoys
putting together jigsaw puzzles.  She espe-
cially enjoys puzzles that, when they are
complete, depict a piece of art that she en-
joys.  She is a professional in this endeavor,
and I am just an amateur.  This is a wonder-
ful activity on Shabbat afternoons, espe-
cially in the winter.

I have noticed as other people join in the
puzzle solving, they often bring a certain
style, skill or approach.  Some people like
to focus on one particular area for an hour
or more, pouring over pieces that could
possibly fit.  Others like to take a piece that
needs to be placed and is particularly dis-
tinguished in some way, and then scour the
part of the puzzle already put together to

find its home.  Some people can sit for
hours; others, like me, flit in and out for
twenty minutes here and there and try to
distract everyone with conversation.

In the end, whatever each person con-
tributed to the puzzle, we end with more
than the picture, now complete, which we
will enjoy for anywhere from a few min-
utes to a few hours before breaking it up
and putting it away in its box.  We will have
enjoyed friends’ company.  We will have
enjoyed time with family.  And we will
have enjoyed an activity that allows differ-
ent people to bring their various skills and
interests together to create something beau-
tiful.

When we are at our best, our Madison
Jewish community is like a good puzzle.  It
allows people and families with such a
wide variety of interests, commitments and
backgrounds to come together as a commu-
nity.  When we realize that our differences
are our strengths and they help us to create
a more vibrant community, then we can
truly appreciate the beauty of our own ex-
tended Jewish family here in Madison.

Shannah Tovah U’Metukah,
Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon

To the readers of the Madison Jewish
News, I send sincere and warm greetings
from the Officers, Board of Trustees,
Staff, and Members of Temple Beth El,
Madison’s Reform synagogue.  May your
New Year of 5774 be one of success,
health, prosperity and peace in all its
manifestations!

The Haftarah for the morning of Yom
Kippur is taken from Isaiah 58, a passage
written in anticipation of the Israelites’
return from Babylonian exile.  The
prophetic author reminds us of the true
purposes of our holy day fasting, which
are, first, to empathize with those hungry
from poverty, and second, to commit to
struggle against the injustices in the
world that bring about this assault to hu-
manity.

During my recent Sabbatical, I volun-
teered for the Second Harvest Food Bank
of South Central Wisconsin.  Part of my
responsibilities included sifting through
large palettes of produce that local retail-
ers had donated and process the usable
food for distribution to the food pantries
in the Food Bank’s service area.  Another
part of my tasks included interviewing
food recipients at local food pantries for
a national hunger study.

On the one hand, I was stunned by the

amount of food that came into the Food
Bank that was not fit to send on to others.
The produce had turned bad, and we had
to dispose of it.

On the other hand, when I visited local
food pantries, I saw both a vast amount
of food that was not being picked up by
the agencies’ clients, and I also under-
stood that the overall demand on food
pantries had decreased.

All of this seemed a bit odd to me.  A
lot of food not purchased at markets and
big-box stores that went to waste by the
time it arrived at the Food Bank, and a
surplus of food at food pantries with de-
clining client bases.

Now, it’s possible that the number of
people requiring food assistance has de-
creased.  But national statistics would
suggest otherwise.  Second Harvest, the
largest national agency concerned with
feeding our nation’s poor, reports that
hunger in America exists for over 50 mil-
lion people, including 1 in 6 of the U.S.
population, including more than 1 in 5
children.  This is an increase in the num-
ber of poor people in the US over the last
few years, a sad statistic for us to ponder.

Nonetheless, the book of Isaiah asks
that we continue the struggle for social
justice and to feed those who are impov-
erished.  Regardless of the statistics, our
task must continue each year as we see to
the welfare of others.  I hope you have a
successful year in doing so.

BY RABBI JONATHAN BIATCH

Temple Beth El

High Holy Days Greetings!

Shananah Tova U’Metukah

The New Year is Our
Opportunity to Rise Up Again
BY RABBI ANDREA STEINBERGER

Hillel at the University of Wisconsin

BY RABBI JOSHUA BEN-GIDEON

Beth Israel Center

Rosh Hashanah Greetings from
Congregation Shaarei Shamayim
BY RABBI LAURIE ZIMMERMAN

Congregation Shaarei Shamayim

Rosh Hashanah – A Time
To Reflect and Renew



The Talmud states: “The first person
was created on the eve of Shabbos.”
Why? It may be likened to a king who
built a palace, perfected it, arranged a
feast, and then invited guests... Such is
the way of the Holy One blessed be He,
Who created... the whole world with wis-
dom and all worldly needs (and then he
brought in guests), namely, Adam and
Chavah (Eve). 

Yet, the Torah also declares, “Man
unto toil is born,” and that every person
should live by the credo, “I was created
to serve my Creator.” 

How are these two contradictory ideas
about the purpose of man to be recon-
ciled? If man is G-D's honored “guest”
who finds everything ready and prepared
for him, how can he at the same time be
a “servant” who has to serve G-d con-
stantly, and in a manner of real effort
(toil)? 

One explanation of the apparent con-
tradiction is, that G-d gave Adam and
Chavah - and through them to all Jews,
men and women, to the end of posterity -
the capacity and ability to “serve,” that
is, to add something to the “palace” with
all its requirements, notwithstanding the
fact that these were created by G-d, with
Divine wisdom. 

Thus, however good the state of af-
fairs is around a person and with the per-
son, everyone can (hence, must) bring it
to a higher degree of perfection, to the
extent of - to quote the remarkable ex-
pression with which the Torah describes
man's contribution to Creation - becom-
ing a “partner with the Holy One blessed
be He in the work of Creation.” In other
words, he is capable of contributing so
much that the Torah declares him quali-
fied as a “partner.” 

The said contribution cannot be
achieved in full measure through a lim-
ited, sporadic service, rendered on special
occasions, or at certain times; but - only
through a way of life which expresses it-

self in every-day service, by consecrating
every act, word, and thought to be for the
sake of Heaven, and consonant with the
principles of know Him in all your ways
- so that G-Dliness clearly pervades all
details of even mundane matters, and, on
an ordinary working day of the week. 

Rabbi Mendel and Henya, Rabbi
Avremel and Mushka, Faygie and I, ex-
tend our blessings to each and every one
of you to be inscribed and sealed for a
good and sweet year, a year of true peace,
prosperity and love.

Shana Tova U’metukah.

Beth Israel Center, 256-7763
1406 Mound Street

Erev Rosh Hashanah
6:00 PM ...............................................Services

Rosh Hashanah (first day)
8:00 AM...............................................Services
10:30 AM ..................................Youth Program
11:00 AM..................Preschool Family Service
5:00 PM ...............................................Tashlich
6:00 PM ................................................Mincha

Rosh Hashanah (second day)
8:00 AM...............................................Services
10:30 AM ..................................Youth Program
11:00 AM..................Preschool Family Service

Kol Nidre
6:30 PM ..............................................Services

Yom Kippur
9:00 AM...............................................Services
10:30 AM ..................................Youth Program
11:00 AM..................Preschool Family Service
4:45 PM.................................................Mincha
6:30 PM...................................................Ne’ila
8:04 PM.......................Final Shofar/Break Fast

Chabad of Madison , 231-3450
1722 Regent Street

Erev Rosh Hashanah
7:15 PM...................................Evening Service

Rosh Hashanah (both days)
10:00 AM ..............................................Service
12:00 PM......................................Shofar sound
2:30 PM.....................Tashlich (Thursday only)

Kol Nidre
6:55 PM...................................Candle Lighting
7:00 PM.................................................Service

Yom Kippur
10:00 AM ..............................................Service
12:00 PM ................................................Yizkor
5:30 PM...............................................Minchah
6:30 PM ..................................................Neilah
7:53 PM............................................Break Fast

Temple Beth El, 238-3123
2702 Arbor Drive

Erev Rosh Hashanah
6:00 PM ......................................Early Service
8:30 PM.........................................Late Service

Rosh Hashanah (first day only) 
8:45 AM ....................................Family Service
10:30 AM..................Adult and Youth Services
1:15 PM ...............................................Tashlich 

Kol Nidre
6:00 PM .......................................Early Service
8:30 PM.........................................Late Service

Yom Kippur
8:45 AM ....................................Family Service
10:30 AM..................Adult and Youth Services
1:30 PM ...........................................Discussion
3:00 PM ...............................Afternoon Service

including Yizkor (Memorial) Service
5:30 PM ..................................................Neilah

UW Hillel, 256-8361
611 Langdon Street

Erev Rosh Hashanah
6:30 PM.................................................Service
(Conservative and Reform)

Rosh Hashanah (first day)
10:00 AM ..............................................Service

(Conservative and Reform)
5:15 PM ...............................................Tashlich
6:30 PM ................Service (Conservative only)

Rosh Hashanah (second day)
10:00 AM..............Service (Conservative only)

Kol Nidre
6:30 PM.................................................Service
(Conservative and Reform)

Yom Kippur (Conservative and Reform)
10:00 AM ..............................................Service
12:00 PM ................................................Yizkor
5:15 PM .............................Concluding Service
7:35 PM..............................................Havdalah
7:45 PM............................................Break Fast

Shaarei Shamayim, 257-2944
Services are held at

First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive

Erev Rosh Hashanah
5:00 PM...............................Vegetarian Potluck
7:00 PM.................................................Service

Rosh Hashanah (first day)
9:00 AM ..........................................Tot Service
9:30 AM .......................................Main Service
10:00 AM.............................Children’s Service
10:00 AM ......................................Discussions

(6-8, 9-12 Grade)
3:30 PM ...............................................Tashlich

Rosh Hashanah (second day)
9:30 AM ................................................Service
12:30 PM......................................Picnic Lunch

Kol Nidre
6:30 PM.................................................Service

Yom Kippur
9:00 AM ..........................................Tot Service
9:30 AM .......................................Main Service
10:00 AM.............................Children’s Service
10:00 AM .......................................Discussions

(6-8, 9-12 grade)
2:00 PM ..................................................Yizkor
3:00 PM ...........................................Discussion
4:30 PM.................................................Avodah
6:15 PM ..................................................Neilah
8:00 PM ..............................Break Fast Potluck

B”H ~ The Honor To Serve
BY RABBI YONA MATUSOF

Chabad Lubavitch of Madison

High Holy Days Schedule of Services
September 4-6, 2013/5774 -Rosh Hashanah
September 13-14, 2013/5774 -Yom Kippur

Please call in advance for admission and ticket policy

6434 Enterprise Lane
Madison, WI 53719

608-278-1808

www.jewishmadison.org
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Kedem Juice
Selected 64 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO $4.70

$2.99

Large 
Pomegranates
From California

SAVE UP TO 98¢ ON 2

2/$5

Celebrate
Rosh Hashanah PRICES EFFECTIVE MONDAY, AUGUST 26 

THROUGH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2013

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS ONLY:
620 S. Whitney Way, Madison     •      261 Junction Rd., Madison

3650 University Ave., Shorewood Hills

Extra Large 
Red Delicious 
Apples
From Washington

lb.

SAVE UP TO 30¢ LB.

$1.49

Bunch 
Beets
From California

SAVE UP TO $1.50

$1.49

Bunch 
Carrots
From California

SAVE UP TO 60¢

89¢

Streits 
Matzo Ball Soup
or Matzo Ball Mix
Selected 4.5 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO $1.13

99¢

Squeeze 
Honey Bear
12 Oz.

SAVE UP TO 98¢ ON 2

2/$5

Manischewitz
Tam Tam 
Crackers
Selected 9.6 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO $2.70 ON 2

2/$5

Seedless
Raisins
24 Oz.

SAVE UP TO $1.00

$2.99

Elite 
Chocolate Bars
Selected 3 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO $2.96 ON 4

4/$5

Kedem 
Tea Biscuits
Selected 4.2 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO 58¢ ON 2

2/$1

Manischewitz
Soup Mixes
Selected 4-6 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO $1.18 ON 2

2/$2

Manischewitz 
Broth
Selected 32 Oz. 
Varieties

2/$5
-$1.00
2/$4

WHEN YOU BUY 2
WITH COUPON 
(LIMIT 1)

FINAL PRICE

Grocery

Manischewitz
Egg Noodles
Selected 12 Oz. 
Varieties

SAVE UP TO 62¢ ON 2

2/$3

Produce



Balsamic Apple Date
Stuffed Challah

Ingredients ~
For the challah dough:

5 cups flour
½ cup sugar
2 Tbsp honey
½ Tbsp salt
2 tsp vanilla
1 tsp cinnamon
¼ tsp nutmeg

¼ cup vegetable oil
1 ½ Tbsp yeast
1 tsp sugar
1 ¼ cups lukewarm water
2 whole eggs
1 egg yolk

For the filling:
3 gala apples, peeled and diced
1 cup pitted dates, chopped
½ tsp salt
1 cinnamon stick
¼ cup water
¼ cup red wine
2 Tbsp balsamic vinegar
1 Tbsp sugar

For top of challah:
1 egg
1 tsp water
1 tsp honey
1 Tbsp sanding sugar
1 Tbsp thick sea salt
2 tsp ground cinnamon

Directions:
In a small bowl, place yeast, 1 tsp sugar

and lukewarm water. Allow to sit around
10 minutes, until it becomes foamy on top.

In a large bowl or stand mixer fitted
with whisk attachment, mix together 1 1/2
cups flour, sugar, honey, vanilla, cinnamon

and nutmeg. After the water-yeast mixture
has become foamy, add to flour mixture
along with oil. Mix thoroughly.

Add another cup of flour and eggs until
smooth. Switch to the dough hook attach-
ment if you are using a stand mixer.

Add another 1-1/2 cups flour and then
remove from bowl and place on a floured
surface. Knead remaining flour into dough,
continuing to knead for around 10 minutes
(or however long your hands will last).

Place dough in a greased bowl and
cover with damp towel. Allow to rise 3-4
hours.

To make the filling, place apples,

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON, WI 53713
608-277-9111   •    Fax: 608-277-9666

Proud supplier of Camp Shalom
T-shirts and accessories since 1974!

Happy Rosh Hashanah!

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

• Top Producing Madison and Dane County Agent
• Accredited Senior Real Estate Specialist
• 20 Years Experience
• Exclusive Buyer Agency/
  Exclusive Seller Agency
• Residential Resale, Homes,
  Condos, New Construction,
  Waterfront Property
• UW Madison Alum

Restaino & Associates Realtors
2945 Monroe Street, Madison • 608-695-4068

SSchwartz@restainohomes.com • www.SteveSchwartzrealestate.com

Steve Schwartz
ABR, CPS, SRES

Experience. Integrity. Results.

Happy New Year!
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2805 West Beltline Highway (Todd Drive Exit) ~ 271-1111

www.sergenians.com

The smart choice since 1930.

Wishing you and your loved ones
a very Happy New Year!

Wishing you and your loved ones
a very Happy New Year!

— Tom Sergenian & Jim Garner, Sergenian’s Floor Coverings

www.cressfuneralservice.com

WEST
3610 Speedway Road • 238-3434

MIDDLETON
6021 University Avenue • 238-8406

EAST
3325 E. Washington Avenue • 249-6666

SUN PRAIRIE
1310 Emerald Terrace • 837-9054

STOUGHTON
206 W. Prospect • 873-9244

McFARLAND
5801 Hwy. 51 • 838-0655

DEERFIELD
201 Blue Street • 764-5369

WAUNAKEE
5785 Hwy. Q • 849-4513

Rosh Hashanah
Greetings!

Wishing you and your
loved ones peace and

harmony in the New Year!

Make Your Holiday Sweet With These Treats

BY SHANNON SARNA

From MyJewishLearning.com

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday – Saturday
3742 Speedway Rd., Madison • 608-233-7192

Sara Ben-Ami, proprietor
www.fit2eatmadison.com • www.b-tayavon.com

B’Tayavon!
Catering

Healthy, tasty food options for busy people ...
dine in or take out

Happy New Year!

Serving the Madison Jewish Community since 1994

1075 Water Street, Prairie du Sac
643-8565 • www.milwaukeevalve.com

Shanah Tovah from



dates, salt, cinnamon stick, water, red
wine and sugar in a medium saucepan
and bring to a boil. Continue to simmer
on medium heat until the mixture is re-
duced. Add the balsamic vinegar and
simmer another 2-3 minutes. The mixture
will cook around 10-15 minutes in total.

Remove from the heat and allow to
cool 5 minutes. Remove cinnamon stick.

Place mixture in a food processor fit-
ted with a blade attachment and pulse
until smooth.

After the challah is done rising, cut the
dough in half. To be as precise as possi-
ble, use a scale to measure the weight.

Roll the first ball out using a rolling
pin into a rectangle. Spread around half,
perhaps slightly less, of the apple-date
mixture in an even layer, leaving 1/2 inch
all around without filling. Working
quickly, start rolling up the dough to-
wards you. Try and keep the roll rela-
tively tight as you go. Pinch the end when
you finish.

Create a pinwheel shaped-challah by
snaking the dough around and around in
a circle around itself. When finished, tuck
the end under the challah neatly and
pinch lightly. This doesn't have to be per-
fect - remember, as long as it tastes good,

almost no one (maybe except that judg-
mental great aunt) will care what it looks
like.

Repeat with other half of dough.
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Allow challahs to rise another 30-60

minutes, or until you can see the the size
has grown.

Beat 1 egg with 1 tsp water and 1 tsp
of honey. Brush liberally over each chal-
lah. Combine sea salt, sanding sugar and
cinnamon, and sprinkle over challah.

Bake for 25-30 minutes, or until mid-
dle looks like it has just set, and the color
is golden.

Apple Cake for
Rosh Hashanah

3 cups flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
2 cups sugar 
1 cup canola oil 
2 teaspoons vanilla 

3 eggs 
3 cups Golden Delicious or Granny
Smith apples, peeled, cored and chopped 
1 cup chopped walnuts 
Turbinado sugar (for sprinkling on top) 
YIELD: 2 loaves

Directions:
Combine flour, salt, cinnamon, and

baking soda in a medium bowl and set
aside.

In a second bowl, mix together sugar,
oil, and vanilla. Add eggs one at a time
and stir to combine. Pour wet mixture
into the dry ingredients and stir until thor-
oughly combined. Fold in apples and
walnuts (the batter will be thick).

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease

two loaf pans and spread half of the batter
into each pan. Sprinkle the tops of each
loaf with a little sugar and bake for ap-
proximately one hour, or until a toothpick
stuck in the middle of the cake comes out
clean.

Leah Koenig is a freelance writer
whose work has been published in The
New York Times Magazine, Gastronom-
ica, Jewish Living, Lilith, Culinate,
Beliefnet and other publications.
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www.imperialgarden.com
2039 ALLEN BLVD., MIDDLETON • 238-6445 Corner of University Ave. & Allen Blvd.

Lunch
Cocktails
Carry Outs
Meeting Rooms
Parties & Celebrations

Dinner
Catering

Gift Certificates Available

✥

✥

✥

✥

✥

✥

✥

Happy New Year!

L’SHANA TOVA!
May your home be blessed through the coming year.

Professional Service for all your real estate needs!

Sue Goldstein, CRS, GRI, SRES

276-5203  •  goldstes@firstweber.com

Wishing
the Jewish
community
a Happy

and
Healthy

New Year

BY LEAH KOENIG

From MyJewishLearning.com



 Adults … Families … Kids …
No matter what your age or interest, you’ll have

GREAT TIMES THIS FALL
AT OSRUI! 

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

www.osrui.org

October 11-13  
Mother & Daughter Kallah
This popular program is for mothers, grandmothers, 
and aunts and the girls they love age 5-12.  Sample all 
that camp has to offer ... hiking, hayrides, art projects, 
low ropes, campfires and lots more!

October 13 
Prospective Camper Visiting Day
If your child wants to join us next summer for the first 
time, spend the day at camp and get a taste of all that 
OSRUI has to offer!  For additional information, email 
osrui@urj.org

October 17-20   Shabbat Shira
Learn the latest songs and enjoy old favorites. The 
weekend will be filled with music, community, and 
prayer, along with time to share.  Our outstanding 
faculty includes Shira Kline, Julie Silver, Duvid 
Swirsky & Craig Taubman.

November 15-17  Father & Son Kallah
Escape the hustle and bustle of work, school, and family 
obligations.  This weekend is for fathers, grandfathers, 
and uncles and the boys they love age 5 to 12.  Enjoy 
sports, archery, low ropes, campfires, and lots more!

For more information or to register:
847-239-6984   osruiprograms@urj.org

Registration for Summer 2014 Begins October 1st!

This popular program is for mothers, grandmothers, 
and aunts and the girls they love age 5-12.  Sample all 
that camp has to offer ... hiking, hayrides, art projects, 
low ropes, campfires and lots more!

Escape the hustle and bustle of work, school, and family 
obligations.  This weekend is for fathers, grandfathers, 
and uncles and the boys they love age 5 to 12.  Enjoy 
sports, archery, low ropes, campfires, and lots more!

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Learn the latest songs and enjoy old favorites. The 
weekend will be filled with music, community, and 
prayer, along with time to share.  Our outstanding 
faculty includes Shira Kline, Julie Silver, Duvid 
Swirsky & Craig Taubman.

If your child wants to join us next summer for the first 
time, spend the day at camp and get a taste of all that 
OSRUI has to offer!  For additional information, email 
osrui@urj.org

This popular program is for mothers, grandmothers, 
and aunts and the girls they love age 5-12.  Sample all 
that camp has to offer ... hiking, hayrides, art projects, 
low ropes, campfires and lots more!

Camp Shalom is turning
in 2014!60 If you would like to be involved in helping

to plan the 60th summer celebration,
please contact Ellen Weismer,
program@jewishmadison.org
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Looking for a meaningful gift?
Make a quick and secure online tribute donation at jewishmadison.org

Making a tribute donation to the Jewish Federation of Madison is a thoughtful way to honor someone or celebrate a special
occasion while helping those in need here and around the world. 

Your tribute donation will help support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs that serve both the Jewish community and the
community-at-large, as well as humanitarian programs in Israel and 70 other countries worldwide. With one donation you can support:

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Camp Shalom 
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community Campus
Jewish Agency for Israel

Jewish Social Services
The Madison Jewish Community Day School 
Midrasha Hebrew High School
UW Hillel & Taglit-Birthright Israel
Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe

                   Celebrate a simcha/happy occasion such as a birthday, engagement, marriage, anniversary, new baby, or Bar or Bat Mitzvah

                   Express get well or thinking of you wishes 

                   Send condolences

                   Express your thanks and appreciation

                   Send greetings for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, and other holidays

                   Ask family and friends to make tribute donations in lieu of gifts for your special occasions

                   We’ll mail a notification card to the person you’re paying tribute to or the family of the person you’re remembering. 
                   When you donate online you can also send a personalized E-card to your recipient.



Official Partner
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Here’s an easy way to make a charitable gift that costs you nothing today:
Include a bequest to the Jewish Federation of Madison in your will

By simply including this one sentence in your will, you can enrich our community
and help those facing hardship around the world for generations to come:

I give $_______ [or____% of my residuary estate] to the Jewish Federation of Madison, Wisconsin.

                     If you already have a will, you can easily add this charitable bequest with a supplement, 
                     called a codicil. 

                     If you need to make major changes to your will, you can include this charitable bequest 
                     in your updated document. 

                     If you don’t have a will, now’s the time to make one to ensure your assets are distributed 
                     according to your wishes, not by strict state intestacy laws. And if you have minor children, 
                     a will is essential to ensure that they’re cared for by someone you choose, not by a court 
                     appointed guardian.

For more details about how to leave a bequest, please contact
Dina Weinbach, Executive Director, dina@jewishmadison.org; or call 608-278-1808.



Do you want to assure the continuity
of our Madison Jewish Community?
There are easy and tax-favored options to
provide for the future needs of our local
and worldwide Jewish community. You
can:

• Make a charitable bequest of any
amount in your will or living trust

• Name Jewish Federation of Madison
as a beneficiary of your life insurance
policy

• Name Jewish Federation of Madison

as a beneficiary of all or a portion of your
retirement plan 

• Establish a named endowment fund
with $10,000 or more

• Set up a deferred or immediate char-
itable gift annuity with $5,000 or more

Your gift will enrich our community’s
future, as well as be there to help those
facing hardship here at home and around
the world.

Locally, your gift will allow the Jew-

ish Federation of Madison to continue to
help support the essential services pro-
vided by the Hilde L. Mosse Gan
HaYeled Preschool, Camp Shalom, Jew-
ish Social Services, the UW Hillel,
Midrasha Hebrew High School, and the
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish
Community Campus.

Internationally, your gift will help
provide rescue, relief, and development
programs and services to Jewish commu-
nities in need in 70 countries, including
Israel, the Former Soviet Union, Latin
America, and Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. A portion of your gift will also be
dedicated to providing non-sectarian aid
to overseas communities in times of cri-
sis.

And depending on what type of gift
you make, you may have the option of
designating your funds for a specific pro-
gram or purpose.

For more information about making a
planned gift, please contact Lynn Kaplan,
Financial Resource Development Director,
608-278-1808, lkaplan@jewishmadison.
org.  

For complete information about char-
itable giving and advice specific to your
situation, please consult a tax advisor or
an estate planning attorney.

An estate planning attorney can also
help you determine if charitable gifts be-
yond those explained here are appropriate
for you, such as charitable trusts, gifts of
life insurance, and donor advised funds.

If you plan to include Jewish Federa-
tion of Madison in your estate plan,
please let us know so we can consider
your gift in our long-range planning.
We’d also like to thank you for your gen-
erosity, and if you permit us, to publicly
recognize your gift. If you prefer to re-
main anonymous, we’ll of course keep
your gift completely confidential.

Jewish Federation of Madison does
not provide tax or legal advice and the
information herein is not intended as
legal, tax, or investment advice. Please
contact a tax advisor or an estate plan-
ning attorney for information specific to
your situation. 
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Sherry Lessing • 608-828-5115
First Weber’s “Top” Realtor

Your relocation specialist. Whether you’re moving
into, out of, or just around town.

lessings@firstweber.com • www.sherrylessing.com

Wishing you a happy and
healthy New Year!

This New Year, Establish a Legacy
With Jewish Federation of Madison

611 NORTH SHERMAN AVENUE  | MADISON  | 608-663-5500

• Challah, Corn Tzitzel Rye, Bialy, Rugelach
• Beef Brisket, Matzo Ball Soup, Hummus and Lox
• Breakfast and Lunch, Bakery and More

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Come eat and schmooze, schmooze and eat

www.mannacafe.com

Nourish your soul
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This article is about the causes of changes of the social activity in the USA
the last third of the 20th century (part 1).

FREE
GRAPHIC
DESIGN

when you place an ad in
Madison Jewish News!

Contact Andrea Stein at
astein@jewishmadison.org



KIEV, Ukraine (JTA) — Hours after
assailants shot Rabbi Artur Ovadia
Isakov on a street in the Russian repub-
lic of Dagestan last week, mainstream
Russian media were still scrambling to
ascertain his identity.

But Isakov’s name and condition  al-
ready were known to the readers of
Jewishnet.ru, a growing social network
with 80,000 daily users that has relied
on user participation to cover Jewish
news and help connect fast-assimilat-
ing Jews across the Russian-speaking
world.

The first report about Isakov was
posted by a user from Israel, where the
rabbi is recovering from what authori-
ties say may have been a hate attack.
Other users added new information on
Jewishnet’s Facebook page, including
details about Isakov’s evacuation to Is-
rael and pictures of the rabbi’s family.

“Traffic on the website usually picks
up when something dramatic happens
in the Middle East or involving the
Jewish community,” said Igor Ko-

zlovskiy, a technology professional and
the site’s co-founder.

While English-speaking Jews have a
number of social networks to share
news and connect around shared inter-
ests, Russian-speaking Jewry had none
when Kozlovskiy founded Jewishnet
with a partner, Roman Gold, in 2011.

The site, which maintains sections
devoted to dating, couch surfing and
finding travel buddies, is used as well
to promote Jewish events in Kiev,
home to one of the largest Jewish com-
munities in the former Soviet Union
and one of the most highly assimilated.

According to 2008 figures from the
Jewish Agency, 80 percent of Jewish
newlyweds in the former Soviet Union
married a non-Jew, a figure dramati-
cally higher than the rate in the United
States. The vast majority of Ukraine’s
360,000 Jews are non-observant, and
only a small fraction is affiliated with
the organized Jewish community,
which many young Jews find obsolete
and rife with internal discord.

Social networks, Kozlovskiy says,
have the potential to keep Jews, inter-
married and not, connected to Jewish

life.
“If we don’t reach out to the unaffil-

iated, they will assimilate and will be
lost to the Jewish people,” Kozlovskiy
said. “The fact that our website isn’t af-
filiated with any denomination or Jew-
ish institution has allowed us to be a
portal for any Jew.”

Jewishnet functions much like any
other social networking platform, al-
lowing users to post news stories, share
tips, ask questions, connect with old
friends and promote events. But mind-
ful of the limitations of many web-
based networking sites, organizers of
Jewishnet have taken steps to provide
users with opportunities for real-life
engagement with the Jewish commu-
nity.

A platform called Juice, which is run
partly through Jewishnet, invites young
Jews — many of them young and unaf-
filiated — to meetings with community
leaders, Jewish businessmen and jour-
nalists. Reports of the events often are
published on Jewishnet, and users can
submit questions online in advance that
are asked by moderators during the ac-
tual event.

One of the first Juice talks brought
dozens of young Jews last November to
a talk with three rabbis, including the
chief rabbi of Ukraine, Yaakov Bleich.
The goal, according to Juice co-orga-
nizer Inna Yampolskaya, was to build
bridges between young Jewish profes-
sionals and the establishment from
which many feel estranged.

Those in attendance proceeded to
grill the rabbis with questions, asking
why synagogue seats are sold and why
philanthropists fund projects in Israel
when there are so many unaddressed
challenges at home. Some questions
were submitted anonymously online
because participants felt uncomfortable

posing them publicly.
“It was a unique experience because

it was the first time participants could
ask a rabbi anything they wanted,” said
Inna Yampolskaya, one of Juice’s vol-
unteer organizers. “Transparency is
new in Ukraine, where everything in-
cluding Jewish life used to work top to
bottom, not the other way around.”

The New York-born Bleich ad-
dressed the questions that were put to
him. But in an interview with JTA, he
stressed that the message is less signif-
icant than the medium. In a society
only recently liberated from the stric-
tures of Communist rule, the discussion
helped to erode longstanding cultural
taboos on challenging authority and
connect otherwise unaffiliated Jews to
Jewish life.

Others turn to Jewishnet for func-
tions more typical of social network
users the world over.

Liliya Vendrova, an employee of the
Joint Distribution Committee’s Kiev
office and coordinator of Juice, uses the
site to find news and make contacts for
events she organizes. Ira Philatova, a
high-tech professional in her 20s, con-
nects with childhood pals.

“It was a pleasant surprise to see old
friends on the platform, people I found
after years of not speaking to them,”
Philatova said.

The site also has enabled Russian-
speaking Jews who live abroad to keep
abreast of developments at home. But
it also functions in reverse, permitting
users to connect with wider develop-
ments in the Jewish world.

“Many people their age are not in-
terested in participating in organized
Jewish life, and they are reaching out
to those people,” Bleich said. “One of
the reasons that this is succeeding is the
authenticity.”

Israel      Worldand
the

efforts in health, technology, culture, democracy and clean tech.

http://www.goisrael.com/tourism_eng
Israeli tourism

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107652.html
General Information

http://www.israelemb.org/
State of Israel Embassy in Washington, DC

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Israel+Ministry+of+Foreign+Affairs.htm
State of Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.mapsofworld.com/country-profile/israel1.html
Maps of Israel

http://www.aboutisrael.co.il/eng/
Virtual, interactive information center about Israel.

http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Home
Jewish Agency for Israel.

News

http://www.ynet.co.il/english/articles/0,7340,L-3284752,00.html
Ynet is part of Yedioth Group, Israel's largest media company

http://www.jpost.com/
Jerusalem Post, an Israeli daily newspaper.

http://www.haaretz.com/
Haaretz, an Israeli daily newspaper

Michal Agassi
Jewish Agency for Israel Shlichah

Go to the Source: Web Sites about Israel

General

http://chicago.mfa.gov.il
State of Israel Consulate

Sign up for Israel Update and Cultural Events newsletter.

http://www.israel21c.org/bin/en.jsp?enPage=HomePageIsraeli
Learn about how Israel and Israelis are having an impact on individual lives through their

efforts in health, technology, culture, democracy and clean tech.

http://www.goisrael.com/tourism_eng
Israeli tourism

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107652.html
General Information

http://www.israelemb.org/
State of Israel Embassy in Washington, DC

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Israel+Ministry+of+Foreign+Affairs.htm
State of Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.mapsofworld.com/country-profile/israel1.html
Maps of Israel

http://www.aboutisrael.co.il/eng/
Virtual, interactive information center about Israel.

http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Home
Jewish Agency for Israel.

News

http://www.ynet.co.il/english/articles/0,7340,L-3284752,00.html
Ynet is part of Yedioth Group, Israel's largest media company

http://www.jpost.com/
Jerusalem Post, an Israeli daily newspaper.

http://www.haaretz.com/
Haaretz, an Israeli daily newspaper
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With Popular Website, Kiev Project
Becomes Hub for Young Jews
BY CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

Left to right, Jewishnt co-organizers Inna Yampolskaya and Igor Kozlovskiy,
Ukrainian Chief Rabbi Yaakov Rabbi Bleich and Juice coordinator Lilya Vendrova
at a Juice event in Kiev, November 2012. (Courtesy Juice)
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✓  Always dreamed of 
    going to Israel?

✓ Want to re-visit Israel?
✓ Do you want to
    travel in Israel?

✓ Interested in
    Summer Programs?

✓ Gap Year? Internship?
✓ Volunteering?

So many possibilities! To hear more
information email our community

Shlichah at Israel@jewishmadison.org

(JTA) – The directors of the Jewish
Community Center of Krakow and the
Krakow Islamic Center are joining
forces to fight Poland’s ban on Jewish
and Muslim ritual slaughter.

Jonathan Ornstein, the JCC’s execu-
tive director, and Dr. Hayssam Obeidat,
director of the Islamic Center, issued a
joint open letter Tuesday saying their

“communities stand united and call on
the Polish government and the Supreme
Court if necessary to ensure that we have
the right to ritual slaughter and can prac-
tice our traditions as Poland and the Eu-
ropean Union allow.”

Poland’s Parliament this summer re-
jected a law that would have legalized
both kosher slaughter, or shechitah, and

Islamic halal ritual slaughter. The failure
to legalize ritual slaughter was “a great
source of distress” to both communities,
Ornstein and Obeidat wrote.

“The mistaken idea that such slaugh-
ter is particularly cruel to animals goes
against the very reason it is called for in
the tradition of our people,” their letter
said. “Muslim and Jewish practices de-
manding humane treatment of animals
date back to the very founding of our
faiths.”

They continued, “A free, democratic
Poland must safeguard the rights of all
its citizens whichever race, faith or
group they belong to. Our two commu-
nities, Muslim and Jewish, although
small in number, deserve the same rights
as the majority of Poles, who are
Catholic.

“While we do not feel this ruling was
meant to curtail our freedom and turn us
into second-class citizens, we are afraid
that that is the result. We cannot help but
to point out the hypocrisy of a situation
which allows hunting for sport to be legal
but ritual slaughter to be forbidden.”

Some 15,000 to 25,000 Jews are be-
lieved to be living in Poland, several
hundred of them in Krakow. Between
25,000 and 40,000 Muslims are esti-
mated to be living in Poland, with about
1,000 in Krakow.

Ornstein told JTA that while Jewish
and Muslim leaders have been in contact
about the ritual slaughter ban, he be-
lieved it was the first time the directors
of Jewish and Muslim community organ-
izations in Poland had issued a formal
joint appeal or statement.

Krakow Jewish, Muslim Leaders Band
Together to Fight Ritual Slaughter Ban

(JTA) — An open-air concert by Is-
raeli musicians will be featured at the
opening ceremony of what is being
called the largest Jewish community cen-
ter in Siberia, Russia.

Hundreds are expected to attend
Wednesday’s opening in Novosibirsk of
the  Beit Machem Center.

According to Rabbi Zalman Zaklas,
the city’s chief rabbi and emissary for the
Chabad-Lubavitch movement, the center
cost approximately $5 million to build.
The money was raised in donations on
three continents, he told JTA on Tuesday;
the city of Novosibirsk donated the land.

The center, which has 37,000 square
feet of floor space, has a synagogue,
classrooms, a kosher restaurant and Jew-
ish shops,  as well as a computer corner,
entertainment area and gym.

Along with the Israeli musicians, the
Novosibirsk Academic Symphony

Orchestra will perform at the opening
ceremony. Among those expected to at-
tend are Rabbi Berel Lazar, a chief rabbi
of Russia and the most senior Chabad
emissary in the country.

Approximately 20,000 of the 3.5 mil-
lion residents of greater Novosibirsk are
Jewish, according to Zaklas, an Israeli
rabbi who has been living in Novosibirsk
for 13 years.

“Many of them are descended from
Jews who were exiled here in communist
times, when Judaism was strongly re-
pressed, and in recent years they have
been retracing and reconnecting to their
Jewish roots,” he told JTA.

“The timing of the opening means
that the community will be able to cele-
brate the High Holidays already in the
new center, which will help bring chil-
dren closer to the Jewish faith and
people.”

Largest JCC in Siberia
to Open With Concert
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A Night of Laughter
and Philanthropy ...

Eat, Laugh and Give Back
with Writer and Comedian

Joel Chasnoff

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND

Doors open at 5:45 • Dinner at 6:00
Entertainment begins at 7:00

Full Compass Systems Headquarters
9770 Silicon Prairie Parkway

Madison

Dinner reservations are required and seating
will be assigned. RSVP at 608-278-1808

or rsvp@jewishmadison.org

This is a free event open to the entire community, but dinner is limited
and reservations are required. Attending the kickoff event implies
commitment to donate to the 2013 Annual Tzedakah Campaign.

“Joel’s show was outstanding! Joel seemed to instantly develop a connection with the audience;
his material was tasteful, thoughtful, and of course, hilarious.” 

~ Brian Radley, Special Events Chair, Middlebury College, Vermont

“Chasnoff is a big hit with remarkable ability. His unique brand of Jewish humor is
based on positive experiences of Jewish life.”  ~The Forward

“I am impressed not only with the humor of Joel’s act, but also the source of his humor.
One cannot help but recognize the value he places on the rich traditions of Judaism.

It is very intelligent humor that brings audiences a deeper appreciation of what it means
to be Jewish in a modern world.”  ~Richard Joel, President, Yeshiva University
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