
“No one is more cherished in this
world than someone who lightens the
burden of another.” Do your part to
lighten the burden by contributing to the
2012 Tzedakah Campaign today! 
If you haven’t already made your gift

to the JFM Annual Tzedakah Campaign,
please consider doing so today.  You can
contribute online at www.jewishmadi-
son.org  or by calling our offices at 608-
278-1808. Gifts made by January 6th
will still count towards our 2012 Cam-
paign and our goal of $1,018,000.  Your
gift will help support more than 20
essential agencies and
programs here at home, as
well as humanitarian ef-
forts in 70 countries
worldwide. 
As we announced in

September, this year our
community will be called
upon to meet our
$1,018,000 goal, which is necessary to
fund our beneficiary agencies and pro-
grams, as well as to continue our work
towards Jewish Madison 2018.  As de-
fined by our community’s 2008 long-
range plan, Jewish Madison 2018
addresses the growing and changing
needs of the Madison Jewish community
and calls for increasing programming
and services for youth, families, and sen-
iors, while maintaining our collective re-
sponsibility to the global Jewish
community.  
We need the support of every commu-

nity member!  Please donate to our cam-
paign and join us in our mission.
Together we can do extraordinary things!

Jewish Federation’s online donations
grow
For the past several years, visitors to

our website, www.jewishmadison.org,
have been able to pay their Jewish Fed-
eration of Madison Annual Tzedakah
Campaign pledges using convenient on-
line payment forms.  We also offer online
registration for programs like Camp
Shalom, Midrasha, and Gan HaYeled, as
well as donations for memorial and trib-
ute cards. Our website is powered by
FED-web, the Jewish Federations of
North America’s cost effective solution

which allows every local
Federation to create a
unique web presence and
allows for secure online
transactions.  The online
payment system offers a
few different payment
methods using both credit
cards and a bill by mail

option. Users may choose to pay imme-
diately with a credit card either once or
over time using recurring payments
which will automatically be run each
month in the amount the user specifies.
When choosing the bill by mail option,
the user will be billed by the office for the
amount they have pledged to pay and will
still have the option of paying their bal-
ance with a one-time payment or using
recurring payments over time. With over
six years of successful online transactions
under our belt, we hope our members and
website users will utilize this great pay-
ment system with confidence and help us
in our efforts to be more efficient, effec-
tive, and green.
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It’s Not Too Late To Donate To The
2012 Annual Tzedakah Campaign

www.jewishmadison.org
or call 278-1808

We are thrilled that Camp Shalom
will have online registration again this
year.  Camp Shalom is for children en-
tering kindergarten through ninth
grade. Registration will begin on
Wednesday, March 6, 2013. It does
NOTmatter what time of day you reg-
ister. Registration policies will be
available online. We will accept regis-
trations based on a first-come, first-
served basis according to the date
people register, starting with March 6th.  

Please visit www.JewishMadison.org
and follow the directions for online reg-
istration. If you have questions before
registration begins, please contact
campshalom@jewishmadison.org.
If you will not be able to register

online, please contact the Jewish Fed-
eration of Madison IN ADVANCE to
request the registration materials.
Please email, call, fax or write to:
Camp Shalom
6434 Enterprise Lane
Madison, WI  53719-1117
608-278-1808 (phone)
608-278-7814 (fax)
campshalom@jewishmadison.org
www.JewishMadison.org

We encourage everyone to register
online. We look forward to a great
summer of 2013!

Register for
Camp Shalom
online on
March 6, 2013

Izzy was raised in an Orthodox house-
hold, but he didn’t discover his passion
for Israel until he participated in Taglit-
Birthright Israel when he was 19 years
old. These trips, funded in part by Jewish
Federation dollars, have brought more
than 300,000 young adults from all over

the world to
Israel, many
of them for the
first time.
Izzy loved

the entire trip,
but found one
aspect espe-
cially com-
pelling. “By
far, the most

amazing part of the trip is the soldiers
with you,” he said. “You’re learning
about Israel through their eyes.” Every
Birthright group spends time with young
Israeli soldiers who are about their age.
This encounter, or mifgash, is a central
component of the experience.
Not long after his Birthright trip, Izzy

decided to make aliyah to Israel, and his
family followed him soon after. As a new
citizen of Israel, he joined the Israeli De-
fense Forces (IDF). He lists his knowl-
edge of Jewish history as one of the
reasons he has had such interest in join-
ing the Israeli army: “I wanted to do my
part to change the hardships that we’ve
gone through as a people.” 
Izzy is just one among millions across

the globe whose life has been enriched by
the work of the Jewish Federation.
These efforts are driven in large part

through Jewish Federations’ Annual
Campaign, to care for Jews in need at
home, in Israel and in more than 70 coun-
tries around the world. The Annual Cam-
paign is the most trusted fundraising
vehicle in the world, raising nearly $1
billion dollars every year to provide the
basic infrastructure that supports the
global Jewish community.
Jewish Federations fund and support

a community-wide network of organiza-
tions that care for people in need here at
home, in Israel and around the world. The
work of Jewish Federations nurtures and

Jewish Federations Aid Discovery
and Enhance Jewish Identity

(Continued on page 4)



222 West Washington Ave., Suite 900
Madison • 256-0226
www.staffordlaw.com

We provide solutions...on time
and with a smile.
That’s our promise.

Who The Leaders Turn To

Pictured left to right: Matt Dregne, Laura Skilton Verhoff, James Egle,
and Janice Bensky.
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SILVER SPONSOR SILVER SPONSOR

353 Island Drive • Madison, WI 53705 • 608.231.8000
www.madisoncomputerworks.com

Madison Computer Works
The Computer Mavens

Have anti-virus/spyware “protection” and you’re still
getting infected? Standard AV/AS isn’t enough.

We can protect your computer and lock out
malware BEFORE it infects your machine ... again.

Brian Lisse, co-owner

jewishmadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

MAKE THE GRADES.
Math  •  Science  •  Social Studies

English  •  Foreign Languages

MASTER THE TEST.
ACT  •  SAT  •  SAT Subject Tests  •  AP Tests

GET INTO COLLEGE.
College Admissions Counseling for Grades 8-12

Essay Writing/Editing  •  Interview Prep
Course Selection • Test Planning

College Visit Planning  •  Scholarship Applications

GALIN EDUCATION
Madison’s Test Prep & College Admissions Experts

www.galined.com
608-338-1481 • info@galined.com



BMO Harris Bank salutes the mission of the Jewish Federation of Madison 

to work toward building a strong and unified Jewish community.

Proud supporter of:

Unity and community.

BMO Harris BankSM is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

Madison 
 

Middleton 
Monona 
Oregon 
Sun Prairie 

jewishmadison.org  PLATINUM SPONSOR
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Establishing a Legacy With
Jewish Federation of Madison
Do you want to assure the continuity

of our Madison Jewish Community?
There are easy and tax-favored options to
provide for the future needs of our local
and worldwide Jewish community. You
can:
• Make a charitable bequest of any

amount in your will or living trust
• Name Jewish Federation of Madison

as a beneficiary of your life insurance
policy
• Name Jewish Federation of Madison

as a beneficiary of all or a portion of your
retirement plan 
• Establish a named endowment fund

with $10,000 or more
• Set up a deferred or immediate char-

itable gift annuity with $5,000 or more

Your gift will enrich our community’s
future, as well as be there to help those
facing hardship here at home and around
the world.
Locally, your gift will allow the Jew-

ish Federation of Madison to continue to
help support the essential services pro-
vided by the Hilde L. Mosse Gan
HaYeled Preschool, Camp Shalom, Jew-
ish Social Services, the UW Hillel,
Midrasha Hebrew High School, and the
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish
Community Campus.
Internationally, your gift will help pro-

vide rescue, relief, and development pro-
grams and services to Jewish communi-
ties in need in 70 countries, including
Israel, the Former Soviet Union, Latin
America, and Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. A portion of your gift will also be
dedicated to providing non-sectarian aid
to overseas communities in times of cri-
sis.
And depending on what type of gift

you make, you may have the option of
designating your funds for a specific pro-
gram or purpose.
For more information about making a

planned gift, please contact Dori Falk, Fi-
nancial Resource Development Director,
278-1808,  dfalk@jewishmadison.org.  
For complete information about char-

itable giving and advice specific to your
situation, please consult a tax advisor or
an estate planning attorney.
An estate planning attorney can also

help you determine if charitable gifts be-
yond those explained here are appropri-
ate for you, such as charitable trusts, gifts
of life insurance, and donor advised
funds.
If you plan to include Jewish Federa-

tion of Madison in your estate plan,
please let us know so we can consider
your gift in our long-range planning.
We’d also like to thank you for your gen-
erosity, and if you permit us, to publicly

recognize your gift. If you prefer to re-
main anonymous, we’ll of course keep
your gift completely confidential.

Jewish Federation of Madison does
not provide tax or legal advice and the

information herein is not intended as
legal, tax, or investment advice. Please
contact a tax advisor or an estate plan-
ning attorney for information specific to
your situation. 



Behind the fall of the Soviet Union is the
story of the greatest and most successful
human rights movement in a quarter-cen-
tury – one that helped reform U.S. foreign
policy and brought millions of Soviet Jew-
ish immigrants to Israel and the United
States, including the family of the founder
of Google, five Nobel laureates, and count-
less others whose work re-shaped our com-
munity.
It is also one of the greatest historical ex-

amples of the collective power of Jewish
Federations, who heard the call to action,

and quickly helped mobilize more than
250,000 people for a historic “Freedom
Sunday” march on behalf of Soviet Jewry
in Washington, D.C. on Dec. 6, 1987.
This month, on the 25th anniversary of

the march, The Jewish Federations of North
America will join the efforts of Freedom 25
to engage one million people in a virtual
march to commemorate the occasion and
heighten awareness of its significance in the
Jewish community and beyond.
Freedom 25 is a coalition of national, in-

ternational and grassroots organizations, es-

tablished to educate future generations
about the Soviet Jewry movement and em-
power them to use its lessons of freedom
and accomplishment. Founded by Jewish
communal leadership veterans Daniel
Eisenstadt and Michael Granoff, Freedom
25 aims to build awareness in a new gener-
ation and provide tools for activism and
mobilization.
“Despite such a record of unprecedented

achievement and its enduring effect on con-
temporary society, ‘Freedom Sunday’ and
the movement in general are for the most
part a footnote in history,” Eisenstadt said.
“They are not taught in any elementary or
secondary schoolbooks; they aren’t even a
part of the curriculum at Jewish schools. In
short, the history and lessons of the Soviet
Jewry movement have slipped off the Jew-
ish and national communal agenda.”
Granoff echoed these sentiments and

added that, “now is the opportune time to
tell America, and the world, about this his-
toric movement. ‘Freedom 25’ was estab-
lished to assure that the critical lessons of
the Soviet Jewry movement are learned by
future generations so they can again be ap-
plied to expand the reach of freedom.”
In honor of this momentous anniversary,

JFNA has collaborated with Freedom 25 to
release an exclusive video highlighting the
Federation role in organizing the North
American Jewish community for the March
on Washington. 
“It’s a story not only of rescue and

bringing people to freedom, but also of how

we are all connected,” said Adam J. Smol-
yar, chief marketing officer of JFNA, who
also serves on the Freedom 25 Advisory
Board. “Jewish Federations were instru-
mental in catapulting the issue to the front
pages, and to the front of people’s minds in
every household of the Jewish commu-
nity.”
In advance of the 25th anniversary of

the March on Washington, JFNA staged a
historic dialogue at the 2012 General As-
sembly between Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel
and Chairman of the Executive at The Jew-
ish Agency for Israel Natan Sharansky to
examine how the event forever impacted
the landscape of the global Jewish commu-
nity, and how its reverberations continue to
be felt today. Wiesel and Sharansky worked
tirelessly to free the Soviet Jews and are
credited with organizing the unprecedented
march.
Freedom 25 will continue to stage

events in coming months to educate the
global Jewish community about the Soviet
Jews’ struggle for freedom.
In addition to JFNA, the Freedom 25

coalition includes the American Jewish
Committee, Anti-Defamation League, Jew-
ish Council for Public Affairs, National
Conference on Soviet Jewry, Jewish Na-
tional Fund, Jewish Agency for Israel,
American Jewish Historical Society, He-
brew Immigrant Aid Society, Orthodox
Union, Jewish Institute for National Secu-
rity Affairs, National Council of Young Is-
rael, Foundation for Jewish Camp, Yeshiva
University, Jewish Federation of Greater
Houston, Chai Mitzvah, Union of Councils
for Jewish in the Former Soviet Union,
United Synagogue of Conservative Ju-
daism and the Council of Jewish Émigré
Community Organizations.
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sustains the Jewish community today and
for future generations.
Nine months after Izzy joined the IDF,

he headed into battle on the Gaza border
to fight in Operation Cast Lead. A few
weeks in, a rocket hit his base and ex-
ploded in the tent, severing Izzy’s domi-
nant left arm just above the elbow. He
spent the next year in physical therapy.
“The rehabilitation stage was very rough,
a lot of pain, a lot of phantom pain,” he
says. “But I came out stronger.” The in-
jury, he says, did not affect his outlook on
life, or his attitude towards people. “The
only thing that changed was my
willpower.”
As soon as he was physically able,

Izzy reenlisted in the Israeli army, where
he had to prove that he could still fight.
He returned to combat, his rifle in his
right hand, and went on to become a staff

sergeant. The other injured members of
his platoon also re-enlisted. “Four of us
got injured, all four of us returned to the
army.” Izzy is currently writing a memoir
about his experiences in the army.
Coming full circle, Izzy now fre-

quently accompanies North American
Birthright Israel groups, with whom he is
very popular. He’s become one of those
soldiers he met on his own first trip, who
made the Federations-supported
Birthright experience so outstanding for
him. 
When asked why American students

love talking to him about Israel, he does
not have to think long before he answers.
“They get to see true happiness from
someone who’s there,” Izzy says. “They
come to Israel to see what it’s like, and I
give them an honest picture of being
proud of what I’m doing.”

Jewish Identity Continued from page 1

The Jewish Business and Professionals
Roundtable, sponsored in part by Frank
Productions, will hold its second meeting
on January 25th at Nakoma Country Club,
4145 Country Club Road, Madison from
7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. with guest speaker
Gregory Marcus.  Gregory Marcus is Pres-
ident and Chief Executive Officer of The
Marcus Corporation, a Milwaukee-based
company that is a leader in lodging and en-
tertainment.  The Marcus Corporation has
two divisions, Marcus Theatres and Mar-
cus Hotels and Resorts.  The company’s
common stock is listed on the New York
Stock Exchange.  Greg joined the com-
pany in 1992.  He was elected to the Board
of Directors in 2005.  He was elected Pres-
ident in 2008 and Chief Executive Officer
in 2009.  Mr. Marcus is a keen business
man and respected philanthropist.  Mr.
Marcus currently serves as Co-Chair of the
United Way of Greater Milwaukee 2012
Campaign, Director of the Marcus Center
for the Performing Arts, Director of the
Milwaukee Development Corporation, Di-
rector of the United Way of Milwaukee,
Honorary Board member of the Betty
Brinn Children’s Museum, Trustee of The
Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, Mem-
ber of The Greater Milwaukee Committee,
Member of the Young Presidents Organi-
zation, Member of the Downtown Stake-

holders Finance
Committee.  He
also served as
the Director of
the Milwaukee
Jewish Federa-
tion from 2000-
2006. Greg
Marcus was
born in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin.
He received a
B.A. degree in accounting from Indiana
University in 1986 and a J.D. degree from
Boston University School of Law in 1989. 
Breakfast will be served at 7:30 am, fol-

lowed by networking until 8:00 a.m., and
then discussion and Q & A with Mr. Mar-
cus.  We will end promptly at 9:00 a.m.
RSVP to Dori Falk at dfalk@
jewishmadison.org by January 15th.    The
cost of this event is $25 payable in ad-
vance.  You may pay by going online or by
check payable to Jewish Federation of
Madison, 6434 Enterprise Lane,
Madison, WI 53719.  

Gregory Marcus

Jewish Business and Professionals
Roundtable to Hold Second Event 

Jewish Federations Commemorate
March on Washington With Freedom 25



For many people, “Israel” and “volun-
teering” are a natural fit. But for all the op-
portunities available, most are designed for
teens and young adults. Baby Boomers
must look harder for suitable programs.
Two years ago, 50-something Madison,

Wis. resident Marla Gamoran was unsuc-
cessful in her own quest for a volunteer op-
portunity, and created Skilled Volunteers
for Israel as a response. The program is a
customized volunteer-placement service
designed for adult professionals 35 years
and older, specifically focused on engaging
the North American Jewish community.
Skilled volunteers use their work-related

knowledge and expertise in a volunteer op-
portunity that is tied to genuine needs
within an organization, says Gamoran. The
volunteer projects are specifically devel-
oped to apply the volunteer’s professional
skills and interests to strategic needs in an
Israeli non-profit or educational organiza-
tion. Volunteers integrate themselves into
Israeli society, working side by side with Is-
raeli colleagues, and experiencing Israel
from the inside.
Over the summer, West Hartford resi-

dents Vickie Fuchs and Lois Koteen joined
the ranks of experienced adult volunteers
making a difference in Israeli society.
Koteen was looking for a way to im-

prove her language skills after studying He-
brew for two years at Beth El Temple in
West Hartford. While researching educa-
tional options, she learned about Skilled
Volunteers for Israel through United Syna-

gogue of Conservative Judaism’s summer
programs and enrolled in the Volunteer &
Study program, a collaboration between the
Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem and
Skilled Volunteers for Israel. She was
placed with the Jerusalem-based Shutaf, an
organization promoting inclusive programs
for children and teens with special needs.
On the occasion of its fifth anniversary,
Shutaf was seeking help with strategic
planning and organizational development,
Koteen’s professional bailiwick.
For the month of July, she rented an

apartment in the Rehavia neighborhood of
Jerusalem, experiencing the country “in a
way that I had never imagined doing at this
stage of my life,” she says: being on her
own, navigating her way, making friends,
and speaking Hebrew.
In the short time she was there, Koteen

witnessed the fruits of her labor. “I could
not have asked for a better placement,” she
says. “It takes many organizations a year or
more to put together a strategic plan, and in
three weeks, the small staff and I had a plan
and a basic outline of how to get from the
present to the future. Before I left, the two
founders had applied for a grant to fund in-
frastructure and on my last day in Israel,
they learned that they had received the
grant – so they now have some funding to
help them put their plan in motion.”
Fuchs travels to Israel several times a

year with husband Stephen Fuchs, rabbi
emeritus of Congregation Beth Israel in
West Hartford. “I decided to find some
place where I could, as my father used to
say, ‘Make yourself useful,’” Fuchs wrote
on the Skilled Volunteers for Israel website,

and was placed at Melabev, an organization
that provides services to individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease.
While Fuchs had no previous experi-

ence with that particular population, she
brought skills from a career as a teacher in
urban schools. Over a three-week period,
she worked three days a week with two
groups of people with varying degrees of
Alzheimer’s, playing word games and lead-
ing seated exercises.
“Melabev is a wonderful place, where

the ethos is kindness and respect,” she
wrote. “Everyone who works or volunteers
there demonstrates this and there is a peace-
ful and happy air about the place. I feel
privileged to be able to help the angels who
run Melabev make the lives of their clients,
who have been through so much… feel
safe and happy.”
Both women plan to volunteer again

with the program.
If Israel can use the extra help during

peacetime, the demand grows even more
when the country is at risk. The recent Pillar
of Defense operations in the south of Israel
have led to an increased demand for civil-
ian volunteers on Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) bases, a need filled by programs like
Volunteers for Israel (VFI). Wesleyan Uni-
versity professor and West Hartford resi-
dent Vera Schwarcz will spend two weeks
with that organization in December.
Schwarcz was teaching at Hebrew Uni-

versity in Jerusalem last spring when she
suddenly understood first-hand what it feels
like to live under the constant threat of ter-
rorism. While speaking about history and
trauma in modern China, a bus was

bombed in downtown Jerusalem. “It was
the very bus my daughter used to take from
her seminary to my apartment,” she recalls.
“She was not on it that day. But what if?”
Schwarcz travels to Israel frequently to

lecture about Chinese and Jewish history,
but now she is moved to do something dif-
ferent, “something more basic, more
grounded, and more urgently needed at the
moment,” she says. For two weeks in De-
cember, Schwarcz, currently on leave from
her teaching position, will join VFI, per-
forming non-combatant civilian tasks on an
IDF base.           
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Shmooze & Tunes Begins
Friday, January 11, 9:15 a.m. or 10:15 a.m.
Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building
6434 Enterprise Lane
Susan Valko-Szoke will be teaching Music Together classes for

very young children and their caregivers on Friday mornings.
Spend an hour with other Jewish families, SHMOOZING over
challah and enjoying TUNES -- informal singing, chanting, mov-
ing, listening, and playing instruments. Cost is $155 for 10 weeks ($60 for each
additional sibling). Contact Lynn by phone (278-1808) or email for more informa-
tion.

Havdalah Disco Party
Saturday, January 12, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Goodman Community Center
149 Waubesa St.
Mark the end of Shabbat and begin a new

week with music, snacks and fun for all ages.
Sponsored by the JFM Family Education Com-
mittee. See page 14 for more details.

K'tantanim – Israeli Dance for Preschoolers
Sunday, January 13, 3:30-4:00pm
Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound St.
The Yonim Israel Dance Troupe offers a special class about once a month for

3- to 5-year-old dancers. The next opportunity for these young dancers is Sunday,
January 13th.  Cost is $5 per session. Send questions or RSVP to Dana Prager via
email at yonim@jewishmadison.org.

Rosh Chodesh with Yehonatan
Tuesday, January 15, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Jewish Federation of Madison, 6434 Enterprise Lane
Mark Rosh Chodesh Shevat (the beginning of the month of Shevat) by dis-

cussing the upcoming elections in Israel with Yehonatan, our community shaliach
(Israel program coordinator). Explore such questions as: What is right and left in
Israel? What are the Israelis voting for now? How would you vote if you were in
Israel? Who are the main characters, what are the parties, and why are the Israelis
voting again? Questions? Email israel@jewishmadison.org or call (608) 669-8042.

Jewish Professional and Business Roundtable
Friday, January 25, 7:30-9:00am
Nakoma Country Club
This event, the second meeting of a new group dedicated to

the interests of Jewish business executives and professionals,
features Greg Marcus, president and CEO of The Marcus Cor-
poration. Breakfast and networking will precede Greg's talk.
Cost: $25. Email dfalk@jewishmadison.org to RSVP.

Hamantaschen Baking Open House
Brought to you by the Jewish Federation of Madison’s Family Education Committee
Sunday, February 17th,  2-6 p.m., for all ages
Temple Beth El Kitchen and Social Hall
Join us for an afternoon of baking, filling, folding and fun. Come for the whole
time or just drop by for a little to help.  There will be a dough-making tutorial
from 2-2:30 and the rest of the time will be spent filling, folding, baking and
packaging. Help fill them fold them and bake them to be sold at the community
Purim carnival on 2/24/12. Contact Ellen Weismer program@jewishmadison.org
or 278-1808 x232 to register. See page 15 for more details.

Vickie Fuchs helps an Alzheimer’s
patient at Melabev in Jerusalem.

Baby Boomer Volunteers Make a Difference in Israel

(Continued on page 7)

BY CINDY MINDELL

Jewish Ledger, Connecticut Edition



In November we took the opportunity
to combine travel to Israel with our pas-
sion for cycling. As this combination may
not seem like an immediately obvious
mix, we would like to share some obser-
vations for anyone who might have sim-
ilar interests.  Our adventure turned out
to be a powerful and memorable trip. 
Shelly's son Alex was in Tel Aviv for

a six month internship with Career Israel,
so the first priority was a few days of vis-
iting Alex and exploring in Tel Aviv.  Un-
fortunately, the missile attacks on Tel
Aviv started the evening we arrived.  The
conflict between Hamas in the Gaza Strip
and Israel was in play until a truce was
brokered a week later.   We sought shelter
during several air raid alerts, saw first-
hand a missile explode harmlessly in the
Mediterranean off the Tel Aviv beach and
generally learned more than we'd like
about the stress and destruction that goes
with a modern armed conflict.  Although
the conflict was unsettling for us, we
were universally reassured by local Is-
raelis that there was no need to worry ex-
cessively. 
We had prearranged with an Israeli

bike tour operator for a one week guided
tour from north to south through the na-
tion.  We traveled with a large van and
were given outstanding logistics support.
We were provided with an energetic, li-
censed tour guide with advanced degrees
in archeology who cycled with us to offer
historical and cultural background in a
personal format. The operator also made
all route, hotel and meal arrangements.
We found the roads to be totally suitable
for road cycling with good pavement and
substantial paved shoulders.  The car traf-
fic was generally low and in most cases
we were trailed by our support van so we
had a mobile safety barrier just behind
our small cycling group.  Our guides

arranged stops of historical and geo-
graphic interest at regular intervals along
the way, providing rest breaks from the
cycling as well as education and context
for our travel.  They had several route
formats but were also flexible in adjust-
ing to the group’s interests. 
The November weather was outstand-

ing with highs in the 70's and around 80
degrees in the desert, and large doses of
sunshine.  The scenery was epic with col-
orful sweeping desert vistas in the south
and fertile river bottoms in the north.
There were some lengthy climbs and
cruising descents along the way.  The cy-
cling format allowed us to breathe the air,
feel the hills and intimately absorb the
scenery. 
Major points of interest on our route

included Mt. Hermon and the Golan
Heights area to the north, the Sea of
Galilee, Jordan River valley, a full day of
touring on foot in Jerusalem, the Dead
Sea, Negev desert, and Eilat on the Red
Sea in the far south.  Some of our stops
included the Roman and Byzantine Era
ruins including Bet She’an, Beatitudes,
Masada and Mount Gilboa.  It was amaz-
ing to walk and ride in the lands of Abra-
ham, Jesus and Mohammed where so
much history and conflict has unfolded
over the centuries. 
For anyone with a love of cycling, we

recommend this touring format for a
proximity that may be hard to get from a
bus or rental car.  Our guides had a pas-
sion and love for Israel that fostered an
intimate and unique opportunity to im-
merse ourselves in the true spirit of the
Israeli culture!  We feel so fortunate to
have had this experience.  We have
heightened respect for the history of the
region but also for the difficulties cur-
rently facing Israel.  We were provided
an opportunity of a life time and we hope
you will consider taking a cycling trip in
Israel in the future.

For more information on travel or
study opportunities in Israel, please con-

tact our community shaliach Yehonatan at
278-1808 or Israel@jewishmadison.org. 
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Simchas and Condolences
Mazel Tov on the birth of: 
Rowan Elizabeth, daughter of James and Gena Semrow, granddaughter
of Cantor Deborah Martin.
Condolences to the families of: 
Eleanor Onheiber, mother of Michael (Patrice) Onheiber;
Ann Rock, mother of Michael Rock (Kathi Johnson Rock);
Wanda Auerbach, mother of Richard Auerbach (Debbie Stahl);
Jules Greenberg, brother-in-law of Jane Armstrong (Barry Greenberg);
Sherye Weinbach, mother of Dave (Dina) Weinbach;
Todd Seman, brother of Marcie (David) Wynn;
Juliette Kohn, mother of Larry Kohn (Laurie Buchalter); and
Richard Katz, husband of Rhea Katz, father of Sherie (Paul) Sondel
and Neal (Marci) Katz.

Cycling Through Israel
BY SHELLY DUTCH

Shelly Dutch and Chuck Callender bike through Israel for a powerful and
memorable trip.

Madison Yiddush Choir –
Come Sing With Us!
Madison Yiddish Choir, a community

choir that rehearses weekly at Beth Israel
Center, has just completed its 12th year
by performing Jewish music at Gilda’s
Club, soon to be called Cancer Support
Community.  We were touched by the au-
dience response, most hearing this type
of music for the first time, and many
wanting to know more about Jewish
music and culture.

As the choir begins its 13th year we’re
planning to perfect old favorites and de-

velop a new repertoire including not only
Yiddish but some Ladino, Hebrew and
English songs. This would be a perfect
time for people who love to sing to join us.
We rehearse on Sundays from 5:00

p.m. to 6:30 p.m. If you’re interested,
come try out our spirited and welcoming
group – no auditions are required.   Just
let us know you’re coming by contacting
either Robin Bechhofer (bechhof @bio-
stat.wisc.edu) or Sally Schrag (ss-
chrag@madison college.edu).      

Temple Beth El and Jewish Social
Services are pleased to announce Gina
Wilson will be the honored speaker at the
2013 Liesl M. Blockstein Annual Memo-
rial Lecture on Sunday, February 10 at
11:00 am at Temple Beth El. Since May
2007, Gina has served as Director of
Agency Services and Programs for Sec-
ond Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wis-
consin. Gina has more than twenty-five
years of experience in nonprofit manage-
ment, community organizing and creat-
ing partnerships with private and public
organizations. Throughout her career, she
has focused on outreach efforts and rev-
enue development to increase participa-
tion in programs that assist underserved,
diverse populations. As a Board member
of the Wisconsin Alliance of Information
and Referral Systems, Gina acts as liai-
son to the 2-1-1 Wisconsin Board. She
holds a master’s degree in Social Work
from West Virginia University and is an
AIRS-certified information and referral
specialist. 
Second Harvest Foodbank of South-

ern Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization
committed to ending hunger in 16 south-
western Wisconsin counties through
community partnerships. By focusing on
a multipronged approach that includes
food distribution, increasing participation

in public and private food programs, and
mobilizing the public, it serves nearly
141,000 people who struggle with hunger
each year, 43% of whom are children.
From July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012 Sec-
ond Harvest Foodbank, together with its
more than 225 partner agencies and pro-
grams, provided nearly 11.5 million
meals to those facing hunger. It is one of
200 members of Feeding America, the
nation’s leading domestic hunger-relief
charity. For more information, visit Sec-
ondHarvestMadison.org. 
The Liesl M. Blockstein Fund was es-

tablished by her family as a memorial
fund after her untimely death in 1986.
The Fund supports two purposes:  a
scholarship for a Wisconsin woman who
chooses to study at the Hebrew Union
College – Jewish Institute of Religion in
the fields of rabbinical studies, cantorial
studies or education, and presenting an
annual lecture at Temple Beth El.  The
Liesl Blockstein Memorial Lecture series
annually honors a Wisconsin woman in-
volved in politics, academics, the arts
and/or cultural affairs to address our
community.  This lecture is co-sponsored
by Temple Beth El and Jewish Social
Services of Madison in which Liesl was
actively involved.

Gina Wilson Featured Speaker
at 2013 Liesl M. Blockstein
Annual Memorial Lecture

Some Madison Yiddush Choir participants.



Part of the mission of the Mosse/Wein-
stein Center for Jewish Studies at UW–
Madison is to make the study and
interpretation of Jewish history, religion,
politics, society, and culture available to all
UW students, regardless of religious back-
ground or prior studies. This semester,
nearly 120 students are enrolled in Jewish
Studies 211, UW-Madison’s Introduction
to Judaism course. Taught by Jordan
Rosenblum, Belzer Professor of Classical
Judaism, the course is offered every fall and
cross-listed with the Department of Hebrew
and Semitic Studies and the Religious
Studies program. 
As the Center for Jewish Studies learned

in a recent survey, students enrolled in Intro
to Judaism reflect the diversity of the UW

student body: they range from freshmen to
seniors, major in everything from Jewish
Studies to animal science to pre-law, and
their post-graduation plans include gradu-
ate school, traveling for service organiza-
tions, and entering careers in business,
medicine, and science. 
Previous knowledge of Judaism varies

widely as well among the students taking
the course. Some students have attended
Hebrew school since childhood; others
hoped to enrich what they’d learned from
family members or high school. Yet even
those with prior background in Jewish
Studies noted that they enjoyed learning the
material anew. One student noted, "What I
have enjoyed most is that even though ma-
terial is extremely familiar to me, I am able
to step back from my previous background
knowledge and learn the material afresh

from a different, academic, standpoint."
Yet Intro to Judaism—and the Center

for Jewish Studies in general—also plays a
key role in educating the entire UW–Madi-
son community about Judaism. Indeed,
many students in the course had no previ-
ous knowledge of Judaism whatsoever. As
one respondent wrote, “I took this class be-
cause I come from a small town that has
very few, if any, Jews. I felt very ignorant
about the topic and wanted to learn more.”
Another noted, “I am Christian and thought
it would be neat to learn about another re-
ligion.”
Students new to the material said they

were especially interested in learning about
Jewish history, foundational Jewish texts,
connections between Jewish and Christian
cultures, and the wide variety of contem-
porary Jewish practices. One student said

she was surprised to find that "the uniform
term of 'Jewish' has so many meanings."
Even those with a fairly extensive back-
ground in the topic reported that they
learned a lot. 
Intro to Judaism is a course that can in-

fluence the direction of a student's educa-
tion and life. Many of the students surveyed
plan to take more Jewish Studies courses in
the future, and several have begun consid-
ering Jewish Studies certificates or majors
since taking the course. The students wrote
thoughtfully about integrating what they'd
learned in Intro to Judaism with their own
interests, evidence that an engaging Jewish
Studies course can give students ideas and
information that they carry with them into
the post-University world, no matter their
background, major, or future plans.

Come together with students, friends
and the community to celebrate the 10th
Annual Israeli Film Festival.  This special
event, free and open to the public, is
scheduled from February 3rd through
February 7th.  The Festival aims to edu-
cate and expose the UW community to Is-
raeli topics through film and discussion.
The student-run event will be held at Hil-
lel, which offers a welcoming atmosphere
and comfortable seating.  Throughout the
week a mix of films, all co-produced in
Israel, will be featured every evening.
Each night focuses on a new theme show-
ing the diversity of Israel and ensuring a
little something for everyone.
This year’s topics include immigration

and refugees, Holocaust survivors, Israeli
and Arab women, religion, culture, and
LGBT themes.  Each night also features
a lecture or discussion to implore students
and community members to think deeply
about various aspects of Israeli life.  The
entire event is organized by students;
from the choice in themes to the movie
selection.  It also encompasses student or-
ganizations across campus and invites
everyone to help form a connection be-
tween the film festival, Hillel, and greater
UW student life.  On certain evenings
more than one film will be screened.
The Film Festival will kick off on Sun-

day afternoon, February 3rd with a com-
munity Birthday Bash in honor of its 10th
annual year.  There will be various activ-

ities and tons of birthday fun with pop-
corn, food and short Israeli children’s
films.  On Thursday February 7th the
Film Festival highlights Israeli culture
with two movies.  They are The Dream-
ers, a documentary about two Haredi
women trying to express themselves cre-
atively in an Ultra-Orthodox environment
and The Rabbi’s Daughter and Midwife,
about Adina Bar-Shalom, daughter of
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Israel’s Chief Rabbi
and the subsequent establishment of the
first college for Orthodox women.  
Paralleling this theme guest lecturer

Gil Choen Magen, an Israeli photogra-
pher, will display his series of photo es-
says on the Hasidic Jewish communities
in Israel throughout Thursday’s festivities.
The Festival will conclude with a late
night movie on Saturday, February 9th at
the University of Wisconsin Memorial
Union to celebrate another successful
year in film.  Many thanks to the students,
the community, and the Festival’s co-
sponsors: the Associated Students of
Madison, the Jewish Federation of Madi-
son, the UW Mosse/Weinstein Center for
Jewish Studies, and the Consul General
of Israel in the Midwest.  

“UW Hillel is thrilled to mark a
decade of Israeli film in Madison!  The
films serve as an opportunity to explore
the unique culture, history and human ex-
perience of Israel.”  --Greg Steinberger,
Hillel’s Executive Director.
A few of the highlighted films are:
The Flat (2012): reflects a journey of

personal identity after World War II.

Adam Resurrected (2008): The film
follows the story of Adam Stein, a charis-
matic patient of a fictitious psychiatric
asylum for Holocaust survivors in Israel,
in 1961.

Melting Away (2012): a film about a
family dealing with their son as a cross
dresser in Tel Aviv.  

Strangers No More (2010): short
documentary film about a school in Tel
Aviv, Israel where children from forty-
eight different countries and diverse back-

grounds come together to learn at a
unique school, Bialek Rogazim.
UW Hillel is located at 611 Langdon

St. in Madison and UW Memorial Union
is at 800 Langdon in Madison.  For reser-
vations and more information on dates,
times and co-sponsors, please consult the
UW Hillel website at uwhillel.org in Jan-
uary, 2013 or contact Eden Hazani Zion
at ehazanizion@uwhillel.org, 608-256-
8361.  Film trailers will also be available
at Hillel’s website.

The Jewish Federation of Madison (JFM) is seeking an Executive Director with depth, presence, and
a proven record of excellence, who will provide the vision and leadership to guide and strengthen the
Madison Jewish community. The Executive Director will oversee and direct all operations of JFM, including
governance, business management, hiring and supervision of personnel, fundraising, programming,
community and agency relations, and Israel and overseas relations. The Executive Director will be the
recognized leader and spokesperson, representing the Madison Jewish community in JFM-related matters.

The successful candidate is a collaborative leader with strong business acumen, and an effective relation-
ship builder with a solid reputation for integrity. The Executive Director must be a strategic thinker and planner
with organizational expertise to successfully implement the strategic direction of JFM and to effectively oversee
the management and maintenance of a complex facility.

The successful candidate will understand and guide the JFM’s mission to work toward building a strong
and unified Jewish community in order to ensure the survival, well-being and continuity of the Jewish people
in this area, in Israel and throughout the world.

Please send a cover letter and resumé to carin.maher@jewishfederations.org 

JOB POSTING:
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

January 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Madison Jewish News/7

Since 1982, more than 30,000 American
civilians have helped by packing medical
supplies, refurbishing electronic equip-
ment, repairing machinery, and performing
logistic assignments wherever they are
needed.
Since Pillar of Defense operations, VFI

has put out a call for volunteers in Decem-
ber and January.
Schwarcz learned about VFI from a

friend who has participated in the program,
and saw it as a way that she could “act upon
a strong desire to serve, quite literally from
the ground up,” she says. “I think we are
most needed on army bases in Israel where
supplies have thinned during Pillar of De-
fense operations. Restacking reservists’
bags does not require a PhD in Chinese his-
tory and a writer’s passion; nonetheless, I
hope I can add a bit extra to those I work
with and expect to write about the experi-

ence as a way to encourage others.”
For more information:
Skilled Volunteers for Israel: www.skil-

lvolunteerisrael.org
Volunteers for Israel: www.vfi-usa.org

(866) 514-1948
Skilled Volunteers for Israel is a Madi-

son-based 501-c-3 non profit organization.
The organization has already served Madi-
son resident Hilda Fine (there was an article
about Hilda last spring) and Madison native
Cheryl Temkin who volunteered with
Women of the Wall.  The organization has
multiple platforms to volunteer in 2013 in-
cluding Customized Placement services,
Volunteer & Study through the Conservative
Yeshiva and a new group program - Volun-
teer BaMidbar - Volunteer in the Desert.
For more information visit the Skilled Vol-
unteers for Israel website or give Marla
Gamoran at call at 608 469-0458.

Volunteers Continued from page 5

Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Israel Film Festival
BY CALLIE PADWAY

Fall 2012 UW Hillel Development Intern

Introduction to Judaism Course Brings
Jewish Culture to Diverse UW Students
BY ALLISON BLOOM



Searching for lively social events, dy-
namic educational programming and
ruach-filled services?  Looking for a
warm community that is informed by tra-
dition and actively and meaningfully en-
gaged with the broader community and
world?  Try Beth Israel Center!  All of
our events are open to the entire commu-
nity, and we sponsor and host a variety of
workshops, study groups, classes and so-
cial events each month.
Please visit our website, www.bethis-

raelcenter.org, for details on program-
ming and membership, or to join our
email and paper mailing lists.  For more
information on the events below, contact
Aimee Powalisz in the Beth Israel office
at 608-256-7763 or office@bethisrael-
center.org.  

Supper Quiz – January 19
Imagine a night of fine wine and food

with your friends. Laughter, cameraderie
and the Indian-themed decor will help
you forget that it’s winter in Wisconsin.
Introduced to Madison in 2007, the Sup-
per Quiz quickly became a Beth Israel tra-
dition. It’s a fabulous combination of
witty, intellectual entertainment and
scrumptious foods. Plus the proceeds sup-

port a good cause — Beth Israel Center. 
To reserve your place at a table, send

your name with or without the names of
up to seven teammates. Individuals and
groups of fewer than eight will be com-
bined with other contestants to form
teams of up to eight. The event is limited
to 10 teams, so reserve soon!    Call or
write to Aimee in the Beth Israel Center
office (256-7763, office@bethisraelcen-
ter.org) to RSVP.  Couvert is $85.

Shabbat Dinner – January 25
Warm up with a delicious kosher meal

of oregano chicken or veggie filo rolls at
Beth Israel Center!  Services begin at
5:45pm and the dinner takes place imme-
diately after services in the Beth Israel
Social Hall.  The cost is $15 for adults,
$12 for children 4-12 and $5 for children
under 4 who will be eating from their
own plate.  RSVP to office@bethisrael-
center.org by January 22.

Fiction with Friends –
February 4
Read works by contemporary Jewish

authors or books with Jewish themes and
then trade reviews and perspectives on

what you've read with old and new
friends. Discussions are facilitated by
Elana Matthews, MATC writing instruc-
tor and graduate of the Iowa Writers'
Workshop, and take place at Beth Israel
Center. On February 4 at 7pm, we'll dis-
cuss The Loves of Judith by Meir Shalev.

Shabbat Morning Children’s
Services
Beth Israel Center is proud to provide

programming for children (babies-grade
7) on Shabbat morning. Childcare is
available most Shabbatot, while the chil-
dren's services take place on Shabbat
when Talmud Torah is in session. 
• Matchilim (Beginners): This serv-

ice meets from 10:30-11:30 in the Multi-
purpose room (downstairs) and is geared
towards babies, toddlers and preschoolers
and their adults.  Make this your child's
first introduction to the Shabbat morning
service: with lots of singing, movement
and interactive activities and always a
special Torah story.
• Shorashim (Roots): This service,

for students in kindergarten, first and sec-
ond grades, meets in room 104 from
10:30-11:30 and then goes up to the
Sanctuary for the end of services.  Our
leaders provide Shabbat and age appro-
priate activities, including prayers, songs,

stories, drama, games and more.  We use
the beautiful prayerbook “Siddur Mah
Tov”, which allows meaning and spiritu-
ality to readers and non-readers alike.
Adults are more than welcome to stay
with their children and participate.
• Haverim (Friends)/Kehillat Noar

(Junior Congregation): This class, de-
signed for all 3-5th graders, will meet
from 10:30 to 11:30 for a spirited camp-
like Shabbat service with the 6th and 7th
graders in the Small Sanctuary.  Full of
ruach and song, this positive and ener-
getic Shabbat setting encourages partici-
pation with intention and attention to
what we are doing—building a prayer
community.  After class, students will be
brought to the Lounge to join their par-
ents for the end of services in the Sanc-
tuary.
• Shabbat Morning Program: This

6th and 7th grade program, designed to
build confident synagogue skills, is part
of the Beth Israel Center Talmud Torah
and follows the curriculum of that pro-
gram, including an in depth study of
Shacharit and the Torah service.  It runs
from 9:30am to 12:00pm in the small
sanctuary downstairs. 

Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center
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Janice K. Wexler 
Attorney At Law

6702 Stonefield Road, Middleton, WI 53562
Phone 608-203-6365    Fax 608-234-5960

                 www.jwexlerlaw.com

Getting Remarried?
   Living Together?

Pre-and Post-Marital Agreements / Cohabitation Agreements                
               Divorce and Separation Agreements 
        Grandparents’ Rights / Paternity / Child Custody
       Child Support  / Maintenance / Children’s Rights
         Post Judgment Modifications / Domestic Abuse

Today, people in a wide array of family configurations 
create legal agreements related to financial holdings, 
obligations in divorce or separation, children from a prior 
relationship, family money and credit history. Even in the 
best of relationships, talking about how to break up can 
become emotional and difficult. 

We find that the collaborative process of full disclosure 
and open dialogue empower couples to deepen their 
relationship as they discuss how to best plan for a future 
that both parties hope never happens.

J. Wexler Law S.C.

Legal solutions for families in transition

Beth Israel Center

Congregation
Shaarei Shamayim
Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish

Reconstructionist and Renewal congre-
gation, welcomes new and prospective
members, as well as visitors, to partici-
pate in our services, discussions, classes,
and celebrations. For more information
or to learn about events, please visit our
website at www.shamayim.org, email us
at office@shamayim.org, or call 608-
257-2944.  

Erev Shabbat Vegetarian
Potluck
Friday, January 4
6:00 p.m. – Please call the office for
location.
Celebrate Shabbat in community and

join us for our monthly potluck in a
member’s home.  Children are welcome
to attend.  Please bring a vegetarian dish
to share.

Meditation and Chanting
Havdalah, Dessert Potluck
Saturday, January 5
6:30 p.m. – Please call the office for
location
Join Shaarei Shamayim members and

friends for our new meditation and chant-
ing havdalah. We will begin with medi-
tation and chanting, then do havdalah,
and end with dessert. All are welcome,
and no prior experience is needed.  Please
bring a dessert or healthy snack to share.

Shabbat Services
Friday, January 18
Saturdays, January 12 and 26
First Unitarian Society,
900 University Bay Drive
On Friday, January 18 we’ll have a

vegetarian potluck dinner at 6:00 p.m.

followed by dervices at 7:15 p.m. On
January 12 we’ll have Torah study at 9:30
a.m., services at 10:30 a.m., and Kiddush
at 12:30 p.m.  On January 26 we will
welcome to the community Talia McKit-
trick as a Bat Mitzvah.  Services begin at
9:30 a.m.

Intergenerational Retreat:
Social Justice, Social Service:
Making the World a Better
Place
Sunday, January 20
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Goodman Community Center (east
side of Madison), 149 Waubesa Street
Just because it’s cold and dreary out-

side doesn’t mean we can’t get together
for a retreat!  We will have a panel of
people who work in social justice and so-
cial service organizations talk about their
religious or spiritual connection to the
work they do.  There will be plenty of
workshops for kids of all ages, volunteer
work at Goodman Community Center’s
food pantry, and a discussion led by
Madison’s shaliach, Yehonatan.  Bagels
and coffee will be served at 9:00 a.m.
Please bring a brown bag lunch.  (This is
not a potluck!)  We will also have an op-
tion of purchasing a boxed lunch...For
more information or to RSVP, please
contact Sue at office@shamayim.org.
Non-members welcome.

Tu B’shevat Seder
Saturday, January 26
6:30 p.m. – Please call the office for
location.
Join us for this unique, adult-centered

Tu B’shevat seder.  We’ll sing, chant, and
eat lots of fruit, nuts, wines, and juices.



Temple Beth El Sisterhood Kugel Sale! 
 

 
 

Sunday, February 3, 2013 
 

Reserve your kugels now!  Available fresh for pick up at Temple Beth El 
early afternoon, or later from the temple freezer.  

 
Noodle Kugel: -
Kugel Fest 2012   a fabulous version of the classic kugel (no fruit)!  $9 
 
Browned Onion Kugel: a savory kugel whose secret is caramelized onions  
people are bowled over by the yumminess of this kugel  and you will be, too!  $9 
 
Apple-Matzoh Kugel: an award-winning recipe, enhanced by dried apricots and 
cranberries, sure to please all at your Passover Seder table!  $11 

 

-6. 
 

Please send your order, clearly marked, by Monday, January 28, to: 
Temple Beth El Sisterhood, 2702 Arbor Drive, Madison, WI 53711 

 or order online at www.templebethelmadison.org 
 

Checks should be made out to Temple Beth El Sisterhood. 
Questions? Contact co-chairs Leslie at 798-4212 or Rozan at 831-7810. 

 
You know you want some kugel! 
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Our events listed below are open to the
community. We encourage members of the
Jewish community to join Temple Beth El.
We welcome prospective members to par-
ticipate in programs and activities before
joining. Please contact Heidi Lauhon, Ex-
ecutive Director, at 238-3123 or execu-
tivedirector@templebethelmadison.org for
membership information.
Check out our Temple Beth El website

at www.templebethelmadison.org for more
information on our worship times and spe-
cial events.   

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TEM-
PLE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSING AT
2:00PM ON MONDAY, DECEMBER
31, AND WILL BE CLOSED ON
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2013.

NEW! Free Tots & Tunes
Classes
For all children ages Newborn to 5
years!
Meets in the Temple Beth El Lounge
Sundays from 8:45-9:45am (Note new
time!) on the following dates:
February 17
March 10
April 28
Join other Jewish kids and parents for a

fun way to learn about Shabbat and the
Jewish holidays!  Hang out with leaders
Dana Prager and Drew Bernat and sing
songs, do a craft project, and enjoy challah
& juice. Come and get to know other par-
ents and kids from around the community.
No RSVP needed!  Questions? Call Edu-
cator Larry Kohn, 238-3123. 

Congregational Shabbat
Dinner
Friday, January 11, 2013, 6:00pm 
RSVP Deadline: Friday, January 4,
2103 at NOON
Everyone loves a good brisket! Join us

for a warm and friendly Shabbat dinner be-
fore 7:30pm Shabbat services. Menu: Beef
Brisket, Broccoli with Toasted Garlic,

Roasted Potatoes and Sweet Potatoes,
Spinach-Orange Salad, Orange Chiffon
Cake with Chocolate Sauce. $14/adult;
$9/youth (4-12 years old) $5/tiny (2-4
years old). RSVP online at www.temple-
bethelmadison.org or contact Jennifer in
the Temple office, 238-3123 or
program@templebethelmadison.org 

Annual Winter Family Retreat
January 18-20 (MLK Weekend)
at OSRUI in Oconomowoc

Join us for this amazing family experi-
ence! The retreat will include: Family Shab-
bat Services, Sing-alongs, Hot Cocoa,
Sledding, Game Night, Arts & Crafts, Edu-
cation Sessions – Fun for the whole family!

Lodging and food will be included--
you won't have to worry about a thing ex-
cept spending quality time with your fam-
ily and friends from Temple. Grandparents,
Aunts and Uncles, the more the merrier!
RSVP online at www.templebethelmadi-
son.org by Friday, January 4th at NOON. 
Want to help planning the Retreat?

Have any great ideas or special talents
you'd like to share? Email Jennifer, Pro-
gram Director, program@templebethel-
madison.org and let her know.

Breakfast Series
Meets in the TBE Lounge (except for
March 3, see below) from 11:00am-
12:30pm; Bagels, talk and questions.

January 27- Steven Oreck
Primer on Nuclear Weapons and Iran

February 17
Fabulous Treasures: Three Collectors

Share their Finds

March 3- Melanie Herzog
Milton Rogovin: Photographer
The Stream, Edgewood College’s new

Arts Facility, will open just for us to ex-
plore the work of this Jewish, humanist
photographer.

March 17- Paul Sondel
Mobilizing the Immune System to Fight

Childhood and Other Cancers

Fiesta & New Member Shabbat
Friday, February 1, 2013
5:15pm Fiesta Dinner
(RSVP Required)
6:00pm Shabbat Services honoring
New Members
It may be cold outside, but it’s warm

here! Join us for our annual trip south of
the border with our Fiesta Shabbat! Leave
the dinner to us! First, start out with a taco
at the taco bar—vegetarian or meat.
$7/person. Then stay for our early Shabbat
services at 6pm where we will be espe-
cially honoring new members from the
past year. You won’t want to miss it! RSVP
by Friday, January 25th at NOON either
online at www.templebethelmadison.org
or by contacting Jennifer in the Temple of-
fice, 238-3123 or program@templebethel-
madison.org

Liesl M. Blockstein Memorial
Lecture and Brunch
Sunday, February 10, 11:00am
HONORING GINA WILSON, DI-

RECTOR OF AGENCY SERVICES
AND PROGRAMS FOR SECOND
HARVEST FOODBANK and kickoff of
our week-long Food Stamp Challenge.

Food Stamp Challenge!
The week of February 10-17, 2013
The whole community is invited to join

Rabbi Biatch, members of Temple Beth El,
the Temple Beth El Social Action commit-
tee, and Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice
in our week-long Food Stamp Challenge.
Go to our web site, www.templebethel-
madison.org to learn more about the chal-
lenge, take the pledge, and learn more
about hunger in Wisconsin. Rabbi Biatch
will be blogging his experience doing the
Challenge, and members of the community
will connect over their experiences.  On
Sunday, February 17th at 9:30am we will
meet to debrief on our experiences, make
connections, and talk about next steps. 

PURIM!
Join us for a weekend full of Purim fun!

Mark your calendars for February 23-24
and BE HERE to enjoy the merriment.

Evening of Saturday, February 23
SAVE THE DATE for an Adult

Evening Purim Celebration! More details
to come. 

Sunday, February 24
Community-wide Children’s Purim
Celebration
11:30am Children’s Megillah Spiel

with Rabbis and Educators from through-
out the Community
12:00-2:00pm Community Purim Car-

nival with Games, Food, Prizes, and a per-
formance from Yonim Israeli Dance
Troupe

Temple Beth El
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Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!

The Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its
appreciation to these individuals who recently
made a tribute donation to honor someone

or celebrate a special occasion

Mazel Tov to Merete Rose, in honor of your Bat Mitzvah
and the work of Erin & Ethan in Jewish Education and your
continued Jewish Education in Midrasha

Dr. Michael Witkovsky
Mazel Tov on the birth of Solomon Ezra, son of Ellen and
Ben Weismer

Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen 
Mazel Tov to Jacob Weinbach in honor of his Bar Mitzvah

Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen
In honor of Laurie Merel’s birthday

Carol Ottenstein and Ronald Sklansky
Mazel Tov to Deena Williams on your new position in life

Susan and Jonathan Lipp 
Mazel Tov to Jim Stein on your wonderful accomplishment

Susan and Jonathan Lipp      
In memory of Sherye Weinbach

Steve and Goldie Morrison
Rozan and Brian Anderson
Barbara Spierer 
Jim and Andrea Stein
Elizabeth and Hank Walter
Bruce Rosen and Diane Seder
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
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The Jewish Federation of Madison is
your smart choice for effective and mean-
ingful Jewish giving.  The Jewish Feder-
ation funds and supports a
community-wide network of organiza-
tions that do 2 things: 1. Care for people
in need here, in Israel, and around the
world, and 2. Nurture and sustain Jewish
life and learning today and into the future.
With each gift, we address so many
causes that are important to our commu-
nity: from feeding the hungry to funding
Jewish education and elder care to sup-
porting breakthrough initiatives like
Taglit-Birthright Israel.  The Jewish Fed-
eration also has a long track record for
carrying out big and bold initiatives and
mobilizing great resources during times
of crisis. We helped airlift thousands of
Ethiopian Jews to safety in Israel. We
helped rescue and resettle more than one
million Soviet Jews and we provided life-
saving humanitarian relief during the re-
cent natural disasters in Haiti and Japan.
In fact, the impact of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Madison here, in Israel, and
around the world is extraordinary, but not
a surprise.    Together, we ensure that the
programs, institutions, and values that en-
rich the fabric of our Jewish community
remain vibrant and strong. And that’s
smart. Please donate to the 2012 Annual
Tzedakah Campaign. 

Jewish Social Services is pleased to
announce an exciting new program un-

derwritten by a generous grant from
long-time Madisonian, Jeffrey C. Levy.

The “Levy Family Summer Series” will
provide a memorable summer experience
for active and engaged older adults. 
The series will be held at Nakoma

Country Club, with six high-quality pro-
grams tied by a common theme. A unique
addition will be the opportunity to spend
unhurried time engaging with the speaker
“salon” style, in a comfortable and re-
laxed setting. The programs will be fol-
lowed by either an elegant lunch or
“high” tea. 
Jeff Levy and his family have long

been involved in community activities.
His late father Irving Levy served on the
Methodist Hospital board and was in-
volved in the development of Methodist
Retirement Services, the original build-
ing of what is now called Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community.  The Levy fam-
ily established a number of funds at Beth
Israel Center, including the Dorothy Levy
Language Lab Fund, in memory of Jeff’s
mother. Jeff is on the board of Olbrich
Botanical Gardens and the Alliant Energy
Center, is a member of the United Way
Foundation and served on the boards of

Beth Israel Center
and Madison Jewish
Community Coun-
cil. 
When Irving

Levy moved into
Capitol Lakes in
2008, the quality of
life of older adults
became a concern
and a passion for Jeff.
With this donation, JSS will be able to
meet Jeff’s objective of offering an ap-
pealing, high quality summer program
and dining experience for older adults of
any age. 
An ad-hoc committee is generating

ideas for themes and speakers. The com-
mittee includes Jeff Levy, Herman Gold-
stein, Howard Fried, Danny Pekarsky,
Senior Adult Committee members Judy
Karofsky and Jean Weissburg, JSS pres-
ident Nan Youngerman and JSS staff
members Terrie Goren, Stacy Goldman
and Louise Goldstein. Watch for more in-
formation about the Levy Family Sum-
mer Series in the near future!

BETHKEBETHKE
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioners
Humidifiers • Duct Cleaning

Preventative Maintenance Plans
bethkeheating.com
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24/7

TZEDAKAH CAMPAIGN PLEDGE FORM

I/We pledge $ ________________________ to the 2012 Tzedakah Campaign

Name

Address City State Zip

Home Phone Email

Signature Date

❏ Will donate online at jewishmadison.org ❏ Send bill ❏ Check enclosed

Charge my credit card: ❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard ❏ American Express ❏ Charge my credit card monthly

CC Number: Code: Expires:

❏ I want to contribute an additional credit card convenience fee of 2.9%

We hope you’ll agree to be included in our donor appreciation listing along with almost all our donors. We list names by category, as detailed above. Your listing will serve as an inspiration to
others to help build our community and those facing hardship here and around the world.  If you prefer NOT to be listed, please check this box❏

6434 Enterprise Lane
Madison, WI 53719

Tzedakah means “righteous giving” in Hebrew. Performing the mitzvah of tzedakah is one of the
central pillars of Jewish tradition. In Judaism, tzedakah is much more than an act of

generosity; it’s an obligation and is part of seeking a just world.

Your contribution helps support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs, as well as
rescue, relief, and development programs in Israel and 70 other countries, including the

Former Soviet Union, Eastern and Central Europe, Latin America, and Africa.

For our children
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Camp Shalom
Chug Ivrit/After-School Hebrew Club
The Madison Jewish Community Day School Midrasha
Hebrew High School

For our college students
Hillel at the University of Wisconsin
Taglit-Birthright Israel
Chabad at the University of Wisconsin

For our individuals & families
Jewish Social Services
Jewish Education Teacher Training 
Jewish family educational and social programs
The Road Home

For our worldwide community
Jewish Agency for Israel
America Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
World ORT

For our local community
The Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish
Community Campus

The Goodman Aquatic Center
The Minkoff Center
Madison Jewish News monthly newspaper
Community Shaliach/Israel Program Specialist
Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe
Yom Hashoah Annual Holocaust Memorial Program
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Israel Independence Day Annual Celebration
Hava Nagila Annual Community Picnic
Community Relations Committee

Donate today and share the light with those in Madison and
around the world!  There are four easy ways to contribute:
1. Visit jewishmadison.org
2. Offer your pledge when a volunteer calls you 
3. Send in the form in the Madison Jewish News or the form

you receive in the mail
4. Call the Federation office at 278-1808

Why Federation? Because It Is
Your Smart Choice For Jewish Giving

The Levy Family Summer Series

Jeff Levy
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What started out as apprehension has
now turned into affection. On our first
day of Linking Hearts, we didn’t know
what to expect. We showed up at the
family’s home, and rang the doorbell,
and that was just the beginning of this
amazing experience we have had the
privilege of being a part of.
Before our first day at the Pingrys’

we had limited knowledge of what
working with a child with disabilities
was like, and our experience has far ex-
ceeded our expectations. Not only have
we had the experience of working with
such an amazing child like Gabrielle,
but we also feel like we have become an

integral part of her life, which is excep-
tionally rewarding. After just a few
“play-dates” with Gabrielle, her mother
told us how Gabrielle was very excited
to tell family and friends about her new
best friends. We knew that she enjoyed
her time with us each week, but didn’t
realize how much of an impact we re-
ally had.
While we are aware of the positive

impact our donated time has on
Gabrielle, we have also learned and
benefitted so much from this experi-
ence. As communications and education
majors, we both plan to be in fields that
involve a lot of teaching and convers-
ing. This experience has taught us much
more than any classroom has. It has
taught us about compassion, true friend-
ship, and learning to be grateful for
what we have. Many of us have the
ability to communicate freely, live inde-
pendently, and do the simplest of daily
tasks and routines. This experience has
taught us to be immensely grateful, for
not everyone has such abilities. It has
helped us take a break from our busy
lives as students and pay attention to
what is really important to us. It’s even
changed some of our plans for after
graduation!
When we originally signed up for

this experience with Linking Hearts, we
thought it would be a great way to give
back to the community and get involved
in something other than our schoolwork

and Greek life activities. We are pleas-
antly surprised at how much we enjoy
working with Gabrielle and how each
week we seem to stay longer and longer
at the Pingrys’ house. We would recom-
mend this program to any of our peers
or even families who are looking for a
little bit of a break from their parental
duties or looking for another way to en-
gage and entertain their child!
We are forever grateful for UW-

Chabad and Linking Hearts who have

made this incredible experience possi-
ble.

Linking Hearts has been pairing spe-
cial needs children with UW student
volunteers since October of 2012. The
volunteers visit and play with the chil-
dren once a week, providing the family
much needed respite and giving the
child new special friends. For more
information or to enroll your child,
please contact Henya at Chabad at UW,
608-257-1757.

148 E. Wilson St., Madison  �  608-257-0420 Free
Parking

�  Divorce/Legal Separation
�  Divorce Mediation
�  Collaborative Family Law
�  Child Support
�  Custody/Placement
�  Maintenance
�  Paternity
�  Grandparents’ Rights

HAUS, ROMAN and BANKS, LLP
Attorneys at Law

Lauri Roman
Family Law
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Beth Israel Supper Quiz 
 

Saturday, January 19, 7pm 
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nights films anniversary

Events begin at 7 every night

Check the Hillel website for details

2/3   Noodle (2007)
           Melting Away (2012)
2/4   Strangers No More (2010)
2/5   The Flat (2011)
           Adam Resurrected (2008)
2/6   Ameer Got His Gun (2011)
2/7   Haredot/The Dreamers (2011)
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Gabrielle with her new friends. L to R: Brittany Fallow, Gabrielle Pingry, and Melissa
Bromberg.

BY MELISSA BROMBERG (UW SENIOR)
AND BRITTANY FALLOW (UW JUNIOR)

UW Chabad’s Linking Hearts Program for
Special Needs Children Begins Successfully

FREE
GRAPHIC
DESIGN

SERVICES
when you place an ad in
Madison Jewish News

Contact Andrea Stein at
astein@jewishmadison.org



Get acquainted and inspired 
at HotelRED.com 

1501 Monroe Street 
Madison, WI 53711 
608 819-8228   

THE WISE
Witty dishes. 
Clever cocktails.
Madison’s smart new 
restaurant and bar. 

THE WISE

Madison’s smart new 

In Madison, 
RED means go.  
Welcome to world-class—a modern 
metropolitan escape located in the heart 
of Madison, Wisconsin. 

Stay, play and dine in style at the city’s 
fi rst true luxury boutique hotel and restaurant, 
where entertainment and indulgence stir 
the senses and excite the imagination. Just 
steps away from the legendary Camp Randall 
Stadium, HotelRED features 48 contemporary 
suites, ultramodern amenities and world-class 
service for the fast-paced professional and 
style-conscious traveler.

Experience the city as you never have before.
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Walk into Clara Lazimy’s classroom
on a typical school day at the Madison
Jewish Community Day School, and you
might have to be careful not to trip over
students in surprising poses. As a way to
teach the youngest students the letters of
the Hebrew alphabet, Clara leads them in
an exercise where they pose in the shapes
of the letters. 
It's a lesson that combines fun, multi-

sensory education, creativity, and a way
to develop comfort with a new language
– in short, it’s just one example of many
MJCDS classroom projects that hit all the
right notes.
Clara has been an educator in settings

across the world. Born in Argentina,
Clara lived in Israel for many years,
where she met her husband, Rafael, and
attended the Hayim Grinberg Institute for
Teachers of Hebrew and Judaic Studies.
She and her family have been Madison
residents since 1985. In the late 1980’s
and early 1990’s, she was director of ed-
ucation for MJCC and Beth Israel Center.
Her most recent position before joining
MJCDS was as Bilingual Resources Spe-
cialist at Hawthorne Elementary School

where Clara combined her passion for
working with young students in a multi-
cultural setting with her native Spanish-
language skills. 
The environment of respect, commu-

nity, and eager learning at MJCDS was a
heavy draw for Clara when she started as
Hebrew/Judaics teacher this fall. 
“I was impressed by the creative and

kind interactions between the multiple

age groups at the school,” she says,
which reminds her of “the best examples
of happy sibling relationships.” She finds
constant inspiration and joy in working
with the range of students in grades K-5.
Clara is committed to imparting to the

students a strong Jewish identity, partic-
ularly through language. “I teach Hebrew
as a modern living language, and I see
that as a gateway for how children de-
velop a deep sense of history and Jewish
identity.”  
Clara uses the Tal AM curriculum for

Hebrew fluency and literacy to accom-
plish these goals.  She is especially aware
of showing students a meaningful way to
access “the connections between ancient
and modern Hebrew, to see nuances, and
appreciate the richness and layers of the
language.”
With the older children, in particular,

the study of language leads seamlessly to
lessons in Jewish history and in interpret-
ing the weekly Torah portions.  Students
present their own questions and interpre-
tations of the text through divrei Torah at
the school-wide Kabbalat Shabbat cele-
bration on Friday afternoons. 
Clara says that the students are adept

at forging their own connections to text
and tradition.  In one recent discussion,

for instance, “the class really grappled
with a difficult concept: How heroic were
the Maccabees, and how our heroes can
be less than perfect?”
The collaborative and cooperative

working relationships among the MJCDS
teaching staff enrich the learning experi-
ence for teachers and students alike.  The
team of educators works together to
make connections between subjects
across the curriculum.  When students are
learning about the solar system from one
teacher, Clara will teach the names of the
planets in Hebrew. When a fall project in-
volved sorting leaves by shape and type,
Clara focused on teaching names for col-
ors. 
“There is a constant interweaving of

lessons and content, which is unique and
special to this school and this group of
teachers.” But, when asked what made
the school most special to her, Clara did
not hesitate to give her heartfelt, concise
answer: “The kids make it!”

For more information about Madison
Jewish Community Day School, a Jewish
elementary school serving all branches
of Madison’s Jewish community, contact
info@madisonjewishdayschool.com or
call 608-204-9900.

MJCDS Teacher Spotlight: Meet Clara Lazimy
BY NANCY BROWER

Clara Lazimy

The Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe has
been performing for over 20 years, enter-
taining audiences in Madison, the Mid-
west and at festivals on the East Coast.
Consisting of 41 children from five to
eighteen, these dancers gain confidence,
coordination, knowledge of Jewish cul-
ture and Hebrew language, as well as
lifelong friendships through this incredi-
ble program.  Rehearsing once a week,
this engaging group of young girls and
boys give eight performances a year.
This spring one high school senior

will graduate from Yonim, after being in-
volved with the dance troupe for 10
years.  Carolyn Baum started dancing
with Yonim when she was in first grade.
Carolyn notes that her best memories
from Yonim are from her time spent in
the Gimel (9-12th grade) group.  She re-
flects, “Although I’ve enjoyed all my
years in Yonim, I’ve really bonded with
all the dancers involved in Gimel in the
past four years.  It means so much to me
looking back at all of our moments to-
gether – at the Boston and Washington,
D.C. Israeli dance festivals, retreats, get-
togethers, and everything in between.  I
do my best to keep in touch with every-
one – it’s like having a huge family to
keep up with!  I also love our group this
year.”  
Carolyn has learned a lot from her

time spent in Yonim.  She states, “Al-
though it’s cliché, Yonim really has
taught me to be myself.  To be yourself,
you have to feel comfortable and ac-
cepted.  It’s not so often that you come
across such a genuine group of people
who allow you to do that.”
Carolyn plans to spend a gap year next

year in Israel.  She hopes to do some
dancing while she’s there!  She says, “I
plan on Israeli dancing for as long as I
can.”  Carolyn has a recommendation to
future Yonim dancers, “Shout out to
brave boys!  Boys fit in well in Israeli
dance, and Yonim has a bit of a short-
age.”
Carolyn’s final performance with

Yonim will be on May 5th for Yonim’s

end of the year recital at the Edgewood
College Anderson Auditorium.  A guest
choreographer will be working with the
dancers prior to this event.
Now is your chance to join Yonim!

Kids 3 to 5 years old can join our K’tan-
tanim program which meets once a
month.  Kindergarteners through high
schoolers are welcome to become part of
the troupe!  From the education in Israeli
dance and Jewish culture to the exciting
opportunities and lasting friendships, it is
an experience that your child won’t want
to miss!
Please come and see what the fun is

all about – join Yonim for our Season
Opener on Sunday, February 10th at the
Waisman Center Theater.  For more in-
formation about Yonim, please contact
Dana Prager at yonim@jewishmadison.
org

Yonim Season Opener
Set For February 10

Senior Carolyn Baum performs with
Yonim at the Overture Center.

www.jewishmadison.org
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Saturday, Jan. 12, 2013, 6 – 8 p.m.
At Goodman Community Center, 148 Waubesa

Featuring:

• A Havdalah service, dancing, pizza, snacks and desserts.  

• Disco music with DJ Micah Baum

• Fun on the dance floor including PRIZES  

Please bring: A vegetarian dessert, fruit, or appetizer/snack to
share. Put on your dancing shoes and boogie on down for

some dancing fun on Saturday, January 12th

RSVP [if you can] to program@jewishmadison.org.

Walk-ins are welcome. 

Join the Family Education Committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison for a

Havdalah
Disco Party



We will not rest

#1 in Wisconsin. #24 in the U.S. 
See why Barron’s* calls Burish the best.

 ®

. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 

 

 The Burish Group
 

Barron’s.

Barron’s

Andrew D. Burish, CIMA®

*Barron’s  

Visit our video library to learn more about 
the Burish Group at ubs.com/team/burishgroup

Barron’s
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hamantaschen baking open house
Brought to you by the Jewish Federation of Madison’s Family Education Committee

Join us for an afternoon of baking, filling, folding and fun!
When: Sunday, February 17th,  2-6 p.m.

Come for the whole time or just drop by for a little to help.  There will be a
dough-making tutorial from 2-2:30 p.m. and the rest of the time will be

spent filling, folding, baking and packaging.
Where: Temple Beth El Kitchen and Social Hall

What: Learn to bake Hamantaschen. Help fill them, fold them, and
bake them to be sold at the community Purim Carnival on February 24th

Who: All ages
Contact Ellen Weismer program@jewishmadison.org or 278-1808 x232 to register.



Jewish Education
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Midrasha will begin again on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 30th.  Wednesday night classes will be held at
Temple Beth El and Sunday afternoon Hebrew
classes will remain at Beth Israel Center.  There
will be many exciting activities this semester in-
cluding a field trip to the Israeli Film Festival, pro-
gramming with the Children’s Theater of
Madison’s cast of And Then They Came for Me,
and a student dinner.

This semester the students will be taking the fol-
lowing classes:
Eighth Grade: Survey of Jewish History and

Jewish Ethics & Law
Ninth Grade: Moral Dilemmas in the Torah and

Arab-Israeli Relations
Tenth Grade: iJew and Comparative Judaism
The 11th and 12th graders will take elective

classes on various topics related to Judaism and
Israeli culture.
It’s not too late to join us for Midrasha. If you

would like to register email Ellen Weismer at pro-
gram@jewishmadison.org

Important Dates for this semester:
Wednesday, January 30th – first Wednesday

night with Hebrew and Jewish Studies
Sunday, February 3rd – first Sunday Hebrew

class at Beth Israel Center
Wednesday, February 6th – field trip to the Is-

raeli Film Festival
Sunday, February 24th – Community Purim

Carnival (no Midrasha Hebrew)

On December 9th, the Jewish Community gathered together at the Goodman
Campus in Verona for the annual Hanukkah Tzedakah Night.  The event, spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation’s Family Education Committee, started off with
a song session led by Cory Meyer, a UW senior and the song leader at Beth Israel
Center.  Following the song session the children and staff from Gan HaYeled Pre-
school lit the Hanukkah candles and then there were three fabulous performances
by Chug Ivrit, the Madison Jewish Community Day School and Yonim. After the
performances everyone enjoyed sufganiyot (donuts) and participated in tzedakah
and craft projects sponsored by various local Jewish organizations. Beth Israel
Center/MOUSY put together holiday baskets for Housing and Hope; Sam
Roquitte collected toiletries, diapers and wipes and made bags for The Road
Home; Congregation Shaarei Shamayim tied no-sew fleece blankets for Project
Linus; Temple Beth El made some for The Road Home; and the Madison Jewish
Community Day School tied no-sew fleece scarves and collected gently-used
coats to be donated.  At the Hadassah table participants created Hadassah Hospital
from sugar cubes and frosting while at the Chabad table they made edible dreidels
and scratch art dreidel projects.  Everyone had fun doing candle crafts and tricks
with our community Shaliach, Yehonatan Hazani Zion.  Todah Rabah (thank you)
to everyone who came to this wonderful event.  For more information about up-
coming Family Education events check www.jewishmadison.org. 

Midrasha Second Semester

Hanukkah + Tzedakah = Fun For Everyone!



Gimel students
have a

great time
dressing up.

Learning about the importance of “helper” dogs.

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY
www.madisontop.com

1-800-362-2787
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Look What’s Happening
at Hilde L. Mosse

Gan HaYeled Preschool!

Saturday, January 12, 2013, 6 p.m.
Havdalah Disco Party at Goodman Community Center on Waubesa

Sunday, February 17, 2013
Hamantashen Workshop with Susan Roquitte

Other events to look forward to in the spring (more details to come):

Mishpachah and Me – Family Night

Challah Workshop

WNO – Women’s Night Out – Jewelry Making at Fine Earth Studio

Community Tot Shabbats

Look for more details in future editions of the
Madison Jewish News or check online at www.JewishMadison.org.

UPCOMING
FAMILY ED

EVENTS
Organized by the Family Education Committee

of the Jewish Federation of Madison

Camp Shalom Middle School Programs
Looking for New Director

Camp Shalom, the oldest day camp in
Dane County, is looking for a new Director

for our middle school programs. All interested
applicants should contact Ellen Weismer at

the Jewish Federation of Madison,
program@jewishmadison.org,

by January 15th.

Celebrating
Shabbat.

Gan HaYeled will begin
enrolling students for the
2013-2014 school year in
February.  If you would
like to take a tour of our
school or have any ques-
tions, please contact Lynn
at lkaplan@jewishmadi-
son.org or call 278-1808.
Registration information
will be posted at Jewish-
Madison.org on February
1, 2013.

Gan HaYeled Registration
Begins February 1



Taxi Service

Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Promotional Products

STEVE SCHWARTZ  ABR, CPS, SRES
Restaino and Associates, 2945 Monroe St., Madison

608-695-4068 • SSchwartz@restainohomes.com
www.SteveSchwartzrealestate.com

• Top Producing Madison and Dane County Agent
• Accredited Senior Real Estate Specialist
• 20 Years Experience
• Exclusive Buyer Agency/Exclusive Seller Agency
• Residential Resale, Homes, Condos,

New Construction, Waterfront Property
• UW Madison Alum

Realtors

Turn your tzoris into a
mitzvah! Call 278-1808 to
donate your used vehicle
to Jewish
Social
Services.

Donate Your Vehicle

since 1977 ~ 238-5698
Providing personal service for …

• Invitations • Stationery
• Wedding and Party Consulting

• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
info@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Time to replace your doors and windows?
Visit the Window Design Center showroom 
and talk to an efficiency pro about Marvin 
Replacements. 

6524 Seybold Road, Madison 
windowcenter.com 271.8002

Windows and Doors

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

WEST
216 NORTH MIDVALE BLVD.

MADISON

(608) 238-1666

EAST
4726 EAST TOWNE BLVD.

SUITE 200, MADISON

(608) 241-0848

NEAL J. KATZ, D.P.M.

WWW.FEETBEGOOD.COM

PODIATRIST
Medical & Surgical

Foot Specialist

TREATING ALL FOOT PROBLEMS

Podiatrist

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Sq. • 274-5255 | Willy St. • 294-0116
New Location: 8452 Old Sauk Rd. • 836-5440

Offering a variety of deli items
including smoked salmon,

lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for 30 years!

Food and Dining

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN SERVICES

when you place your ad in

Madison Jewish News
in print or online.

Contact Andrea Stein, 278-1808 or
astein@jewishmadison.org

Advertising

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

TThhaannkk YYoouu ffoorr 5500 YYeeaarrss

DYKMANS TIME SHOP • 608-233-1444

Clocks and Watches

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Andrea Stein at astein@jewishmadison.org 

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.orgwww.allfourtrimesters.com

Midwife/Doula

www.mallardsbaseball.com          www.theshoebox.com          www.rookiesfood.com
Steve Schmitt, Owner

Warner Park “Duck Pond”
2920 N. Sherman Ave.
Madison, WI 53704

608-246-4277

1314 Canal St., Hwy. 14
Black Earth, WI 53515

608-767-3447

Baraboo Location: 608-356-1224

Hwy. 14 & 78 North
Mazomanie, WI 53560

608-767-5555
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Celebrating 25 Years of Printing Excellence!

 

       
        
        

(608) 277-7500 • www.SprintPrint.com

• Large Format
• Commercial Offset
• Digital Color Copies

• Direct Mail
• Graphic Design
• & Much More!

Help Us Go Green 
Sign up to receive our weekly event email

If you’re not already receiving
the Jewish Federation of Madison
weekly event announcement email,
please send us your email address
so we can send you timely informa-
tion about community programs,
services, and special events.
To reduce our postage costs and

help the environment, last year we
began emailing most of our com-
munications instead of sending
printed copy mail. [Publication and
mailing of our monthly newspaper,
the Madison Jewish News, is not
affected by this change; we’ll con-

tinue to mail printed copy issues.]
More than 1,600 members of our community already have

shared their email addresses with us. When you send us your
email you can be assured that we don’t share our email list with
any other individuals or organizations. Likewise, we’ll only send
you our Monday Morning weekly email and a limited number
of related emails.
Please share your email address with us in one of these three

ways:
    1. Email us at info@jewishmadison.org
    2. Visit our website Jewish Madison.org and click the
Sign-up for our weekly email box on the lower left-hand side of
the home page
    3. Call 608-278-1808

Like Us on
Facebook!

Friends of Jewish Federation of
Madison can get timely pro-

gramming updates, tell us what
you “like,” and spread the word
about the work we do with your
generous support. See photos
from recent events, add yours

to our albums, encourage
friends to join you in supporting
Jewish Federation of Madison,

and more. Find us at
www.facebook.com/

jewishmadison.



Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman

A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison A Senior Adult Program of Jewish Social Services

Lechayim    Lights
January 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Madison Jewish News/19

January and February
Lechayim Calendars

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus, hosted by

Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound Street.   
Reservations are required; call Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808,
ext. 227 by the preceding Friday. The kosher meals are cooked at
Beth Israel by Café O Catering.  A donation of $6.15 is suggested.

Menus are subject to change based on availability.

Monday, January 7
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, peas, cole slaw, baked

apples
1:00-2:00 Victor Borge’s video, “On Stage with Audience

Favorites”

Monday, January 14  
11:00-12:00 “Operation Diabetes” with the Wisconsin Pharmacy

Students Society
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Chicken potpie, Mandarin orange salad, ginger-spice

cookie
1:00-2:00 Neil O’Connor, Director of the Madison Veterans’

Center “Coming Home from War: Adjustments &
Assistance”

Monday, January 21  – JSS closed for Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
birthday, Lechayim does not meet

Monday, January 28  –We commemorate MLK’s birthday
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Veggie stir-fry, rice, egg roll, peach crisp
1:00-2:00 Rabbi Renée Bauer, “Honoring the Legacy of Martin

Luther King, Jr.: Pursuing Worker Justice from a Faith
Perspective”

Monday, February 4  
11:00-12:00 Operation Heart with the Wisconsin Pharmacy

Students Society
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Beef mushroom barley soup, potato kugel, salad,

apple crisp
1:00-2:00 Joan H. Hall, Editor, “The Dictionary of American

Regional English”

Monday, February 11
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Chicken with tomatoes, roasted potatoes, broccoli, 

brownies
1:00-2:00 Ulrich Rosenhagen, “From Judaeo-Christian to

Abrahamic: Is the American Creed changing?”

Monday, February 18
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Tomato soup, grilled cheese sandwiches, cole slaw,

corn salad, mandarin oranges
1:00-2:00 Ronnie Hess, “French Food”

Monday, February 25  – Lechayim Celebrates Purim
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, zucchini, peach crisp       
1:00-2:00 Henry Saposnik, “Makh zikh naresh: Yiddish folk

songs, theater songs & jokes”



Lechayim Lights
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Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions will pick you up right outside your residence, drop

you off at the door to Lechayim, and take you back home afterward.
Contact Louise Goldstein (608-278-1808, ext. 227 or louise@ jssmadi-
son.org) to make a reservation by 9:00 a.m. the Friday before Lechayim.
Wheelchair accessible vehicles are available. Rides are $1 round trip,
payable to the driver. If you need to cancel your ride, give us a call. If
you’re a “regular,” call Louise when you’re not coming.

About our Programs

NEED AN “ODDJOBBER” to do a few small but neces-
sary chores for you? Jewish Social Services volunteers can
be sent to take care of some of those little but important things
around your house or apart-
ment. To request an OddJob-
ber, contact Louise Goldstein
at 608-278-1808, ext 227 or
louise@jssmadison.org.

If it’s something we can help
you with, we’ll have a volun-
teer OddJobber contact you.   

This Month’s Health Assessment
is Operation Diabetes
The next Wisconsin Society of Pharmacy Students Health

Assessment, Operation Diabetes, will be at Lechayim on January
14, from 11:00-12:00.  The student pharmacists are supervised by
registered pharmacists and will be available to meet with you
individually to discuss your diabetes-related questions and
concerns, and can test your blood sugar on the spot.  

Monthly Health Assessment Schedule:
January 14th: Operation Diabetes (blood glucose screenings &
education)

February 4th: Operation Heart (blood pressure and heart health)
March 4th: Generation Rx & MedDrop (prevention of medication
misuse and abuse and medication disposal information)

April 8th: Operation Immunization (screening for immunization;
no immunizations will be administered) 

How about a good, hearty laugh
to get 2013 off to a great start?
On Monday, January 7 we’ll
welcome the late, famous and hi-
larious Victor Borge to perform
piano shenanigans for us, via the
magic of late 20-century video.
The Danish Jewish performer will
be shown performing “The Timid
Page-Turner,” with his son Ronald
as the page-turner, “Croatian Folk
Song” with opera singer Marilyn
Mulvey, and a blistering piano
duet of the “Second Rhapsody” by
Flizst  (not a typo), with pianist
Sahan Arzruni.  
Borge was known variously as

the The Clown Prince of Den-
mark, The Unmelancholy Dane
and The Great Dane. He was born
Borge Rosenbaum in Denmark in
1909 to mu-
sician par-
ents, began
piano les-
sons at age
two and
soon proved
himself to
be a
prodigy.  He
went on to
tour exten-
sively in Europe and was playing
a concert in Sweden when the
Nazis occupied Denmark.  He es-
caped to Finland and from there to
the US, taking the last neutral ship
to leave Finland in 1940. Later
during the war, he returned to
Denmark disguised as a sailor to
visit his dying mother.  He started
his radio career on Rudy Vallee’s
radio show and Bing Crosby’s
“Kraft Music Hall.”  In addition to
a successful career that included
playing with the New York and
London Philharmonics, he ap-

peared on Sesame Street and the
Muppet Show.  Here’s an under-
statement:  prepare to be amused!
Then on Monday, January 14

we will hear from Neil O’Connor,
the director of the Madison Veter-
ans’ Center, who will present
“Coming Home from War:  Ad-
justments & Assistance.” O’Con-
nor provides counseling to
veterans returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan who are trying to
readjust to a very different reality.
He was an Oncology Social
Worker in Radiotherapy at UW
Hospital and recently retired from
the Wisconsin National Guard
after 30 years.  He was deployed
twice and has a unique perspective
on the issues of veterans who are
returning home.  One issue that he
focuses on is sexual trauma in the
military, an issue that is still being
understood and that the various
branches of the US Armed Forces
have each addressed differently.  
On Monday, January 21

Jewish Social Services will be
closed in honor of the birthday of
Martin Luther King, Jr., so
Lechayim will not meet.
When Martin Luther King, Jr.

was assassinated in the spring of
1968, he was in the midst of or-
ganizing the Poor People’s Cam-
paign with the SCLC (Southern
Christian Leadership Conference).
The campaign averred that true
justice could
not be ac-
complished
unless there
was also
e c o n om i c
justice for
e v e r y o n e ,
meaning that
e v e r y o n e
had what
they needed
to live.  Rabbi Renée Bauer, Di-
rector of the Interfaith Coalition
for Worker Justice of South Cen-
tral Wisconsin, will address this
on Monday, January 28 in her
talk, “Honoring the Legacy of
Martin Luther King, Jr.: Pursuing
Worker Justice from a Faith Per-
spective.”  The Interfaith Coalition

for Worker Justice of South Cen-
tral Wisconsin (ICWJ) was
founded in 1999, and “…is a
coalition of individuals, religious
congregations, interfaith bodies,
labor unions, and community
organizations concerned about
economic and worker justice.
Their mission is to educate and
mobilize the religious and labor
communities of South Central
Wisconsin on worker rights” (from
ICWJ website).  The connection of
King’s last campaign with our
topic could not be more obvious.
The very first right of workers

(and everyone else) was to have a
day off – Shabbat.  The Torah
commands that we treat workers
well and are sure they are paid at
the end of the day, because they
need the income.   
Rabbi Renée Bauer is a Recon-

structionist Rabbi.  She has a B.A.
in History and Judaic Studies from
Brown University. She has studied
at Leo Baeck College in London,
was a visiting rabbi in Amsterdam,
Copenhagen, Prague and Bu-
dapest, and currently is rabbi of
Congregation Mayim Rabim in
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Thank You
to Maurie’s Fine

Chocolates for donating
chocolate door prizes

for Lechayim’s
Hanukkah celebration.

Victor Borge

Renée Bauer
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Happy January Birthday

Best wishes for your wellness
Helen Vukelich
Lillian Zwilling

Jean Esch-Theobald
Victoria Junco Meyer

Juliette Kohn

Bon Voyage, Welcome Back
Rob Greenberg, Peru

Condolences
To the family of Irvin Youngerman,

father of Denise Youngerman
Susan Eichorn, on the death of her mother
The family of Juliette Kohn, mother of

Larry (Laurie Buchalter) Kohn

Transitions

Norman Dachman tells the story
with tears. He re-ex-
periences it keenly,
as if it were yester-
day instead of 64
years past.  Two little
boys stand on a
Chicago street cor-
ner awaiting their fa-
ther's homecoming.
They are two of four
sons of Latvian im-
migrants. All they
know is that a neighbor had loudly
banged on their door, scaring them
all. He excitedly handed their
mother a letter, a letter of inquiry
from the resettlement agency that
was  first sent to their neighbor by
mistake. Had the neighbor not
brought the letter to Norm’s par-
ents, they might never have re-
ceived it.
Their mother started to cry and

sent them to meet their father.
“Boys, why aren't you home eat-

ing supper?”
“Mama said to meet you, there is

a letter from Russia!”
Norman was surprised to see his

Papa, who was usually bone weary
at the end of the day, running. At
home Papa wasn’t able to finish
reading the letter; tears were flow-
ing, so Mama took over. They
learned that their uncle Boris had
survived the horrors of the Holo-
caust against all odds. He among
Norm's grandparents and six uncles
to survive. This event was

emblazened in Norm's conscious-
ness, defining his life's path. He
began learning as much as he could

about the Holocaust.  
After a career as Ex-

ecutive Director and
fundraiser for the
Chicago-based Zionist
Federation, Norm and
his wife Millicent took
an impressive Heritage
Tour visiting historical
sites of Jewish martyr-
dom. Norm was deter-
mined to educate

children about the Holocaust. He
designed a program with his wife,
using experiential exercises to help
them understand its import. Once
they presented at a military charter
school in Kenosha after a former
Waffen SS Officer did a talk deny-
ing the existence of concentration
camps. Together Norm and Milli-
cent helped the students imagine
the loss of their rights and free-
doms. “We touched the lives of
over 50,000 students.”
When his wife became ill, the

couple came to Wisconsin to live in
Mt. Horeb near their son, Adam.
Millicent died in 2009, after which
Norm dedicated every program to
her, calling her a “woman of valor.”
Norm honors the memory of all the
Holocaust victims. He continues
studying. “I just finished a book on
the Nazis and the church.”
He has enjoyed attending

Lechayim for years. Passing by his
table, you frequently hear a lively
discussion about history.

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Spotlight: Norm Dachman

Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings, with wine donated by
Frank Liquor, candles, and challah, singing and discussion.

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of JSS and Attic Angel Place. With music by
Les Goldsmith and the assistance of Angel volunteers.
March 1, May 3
Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of JSS and Capitol Lakes Retirmeent Community.
Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger with the assistance of
UW students through the UW-Hillel Foundation.
January 11, February 8
Oakwood Village University Woods at 4:00 in the
Oaks’ Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of JSS and Oakwood Village University West. With
the assistance of JSS volunteers and music by Lauren Mazur.
January 18, February 15
ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS:  If you are going to be in
one of these locations during your rehabilitation, please let
Jewish Social Services know; we’d like to invite you and make
sure you are able to attend if you’d like. 

In Stacy’s Words:  
Sacrifice

BY STACY GOLDMAN

JSS Senior Adult Services

It seems strange to think about the significance of trees while in the
midst of winter in Wisconsin.  But this month, we celebrate the holiday
of Tu B’Shevat (translated as the 15th day of the Hebrew month of
Shevat).  Tu B’Shevat is commonly referred to as the “New Year of
Trees,” and honors the beginning of the planting season in Israel.  Some
refer to the holiday as a “Jewish Arbor Day” of sorts.
Throughout history and across cultures, trees have been used as

metaphors for the human body, spirituality, wisdom, knowledge, and
life itself.  In one Talmudic story, however, the concept of planting a
tree is used to describe the interconnectedness that exists between
generations:
Honi Hameagel was walking along one day and saw an old man

planting a carob tree.  Honi knew that since a carob tree took 70 years
to bear fruit the old man would not live to see the fruits of his labor.  He
asked the man, “Why do you bother to plant a tree if you will never see
its fruits?”  The man replied, “I will not see this tree full grown, but my
children will and their children will.  I plant this tree for them.” (Talmud
Ta’anit 23a) 
Most parents are willing to make tremendous sacrifices in order to

provide a better life for their children.  As a social worker, I hear such
stories of sacrifice nearly every day.  I speak to children of parents who
worked day and night in harsh conditions in order to meet the needs of
their families, or who went to bed hungry a few nights a week so that
their children might eat until full.  Many times, these parents, now older
adults, continue to deprive themselves of well-deserved comfort in their
final days, in order to “leave something behind” for their children and
grandchildren.  
Perhaps the best way we can honor the sacrifices made by previous

generations is to ensure that we leave the world a better place for future
generations.  In the words of Rabbi Arthur Waksow, “You shall plan
your work, choose your tools, and number your offspring so that one
generation after your death, the earth is as whole, healthy, and holy as it
was one generation before you were born.”  
May we honor previous and future generations alike this Tu B’Shevat.

B’Shalom,
Stacy

Abe Landsman
Betsy Haimson
Bette Johnson
Bezalel Haimson
Bobbie Kunin
Clara Sweet
Evelyn Cantor
Fran Culbertson
Ginny Graff
Hilary Blue

Ike Lewis
Jeff Levy

Judy Nelson-Stern
Lois Stern

Lorraine Newman
Milt Leidner
Rob Greenberg
Rosalind Levin
Sally Jamison

Violetta Bartashchuk



The fourth candle was lit by
Nena Dyhr and Annette
Howards.

Harold Farkas lit the second
candle.

Hilary Blue lit the third candle.

Lechayim Lights
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Lechayim is cancelled when the Madison
Metropolitan School District closes schools
due to inclement weather. Listen to WIBA,
WTSO, WZEE, WMLI, WMAD, WOLX,
WMMM or Charlie FM to hear if Madison
schools are closed. Otherwise, we will cancel
Lechayim if we think conditions warrant it.
In that case, the decision will by made by
9:00 a.m. and someone will call you.  

Lechayim Snow
Day Policy

Scenes From Lechayim
and Hanukkah Celebrations

Photos by Milt Leidner,
Louise Goldstein,

and Stacy Goldman

Evie Medow lit the fifth candle.

Barb Jacobson lit the eighth
and final candle.

Abe Landsman lit the Shamash.

Milt Leidner lit the sixth
candle.

Around the buffet table at the Hanukkah party
for Russian seniors. Les  Goldsmith and Stacy Goldman

share Hanukkah memories at Attic Angel.

Genya Kleyman, Ninel Babinskaya, Ilya Fiksel and Kira
Govorukha enjoyed the Hanukkah party at the West Madison
Senior Center.

Betty Shovers lit the seventh candle.

The Shabbat Attic Angels: Jeanne Silverberg,
Janet Lesgold, Jane Peizer, Judy Ries,
Karen Roth, Lottie Frank, Shannon Davidson
and Maddy Smilovitz.

Shelya Bodnikevich
at the Hanukkah party
for Russian seniors.

Sandy Bierman lit the first
candle.



Learn more at http://jssmadison.org/becoming-volunteer

Our dedication to service will improve the quality of life and maintain
the dignity of our clients in a compassionate and caring atmosphere.
Volunteers will enhance the ability of the agency to achieve its overall
mission. 

Friendly Visitors develop on-going, one-to-one relationships with
someone in a nursing home, assisted living facility or living in his or her
own home.  They uniformly say that this is a very rewarding activity that
brings meaning and a wealth of feeling to their lives.  

Commitment is about an hour a week for a minimum of six months.

Bikur Holim means visiting those who are sick.  The Talmud says
that such a visit removes 1/60th of the person’s illness, but really the
good that is done through a simple visit is immeasurable. We currently
have Bikum Holim opportunities.

A la Carte Volunteering
Choose “single servings” of volunteer opportunities if that’s what best

fits your life.

The Driver Connection volunteers provide rides to appointments and
community events.   You’ll only be called when we need you, and you
only drive when you’re able.  

OddJobbers:  The really easy way to be really helpful! Can you
change light bulbs and hang a few pictures?  Show someone around Win-
dows 7?  Currently some people are waiting for help with these tasks.
To be an OddJobber, you don't need to be able to do everything; you just
have to like being helpful. 

Youth Volunteering and B’nai Mitzvah Projects
Learn more at http://jssmadison.org/youth-volunteering
Come talk with us about doing a Bar or Bat Mitzvah project with Jewish

Social Services.  There are also opportunities for older youth to volunteer
that are great ways to contribute to the community, develop new skills and
have fun.  Contact Louise Goldstein at 278-1808, ext 227 for a brochure or
to discuss doing a mitzvah project with Jewish Social Services.  

Double your Volunteering Mitzvah

Does your company match employees’ community volunteer hours with
a monetary donation to the agency for which the employee volunteers?
Check with your human resources department to see if such a matching
program exists and ask for guidelines. This is a great way to enhance the
beneficial effects of your volunteer work!

Deducting Expenses Incurred while Volunteering

Some expenses incurred during volunteer work are deductible.  Volun-
teers should keep records and save receipts for these expenses.  Check with
your tax advisor about these deductions.

DDiissccoovveerr ... distinctive living options to meet your
needs. Our full continuum of care includes:

Enjoy services and amenities to nourish your  mind,
body and spirit. Come ... Enjoy the Attic Angel touch!

8301 Old Sauk Road | Middleton | AtticAngel.org

• Barrier-free Ranch Style Homes
• Apartments with Services
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care
• Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation

Call 608-662-8842 today to find out more.

�  Bathing and Grooming Assistance
�  Meal Planning and Preparation
�  Light Housekeeping
�  Errands and Transportation
�  Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
�  Medication Reminders
�  Up to 24-Hour Care
�  Insured and Bonded

Contact Us Today!

608-729-5365
www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

FREE In-Home Assessment

Quality
of Life
for your Loved One

Quality
of Life

Locally Owned and Operated
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Add Something Special to your Life:

Volunteer for Jewish Social Services!

from
Jewish Social
Services!

Do you know a senior who is new to Madison, or are you yourself a
newcomer? JSS volunteers will visit and bring you a gift bag with
information about programs for seniors and JSS’ services, treats and

a few surprises. Just contact us at 608-278-1808, ext. 227.
Our thanks to Maurie’s Fine Chocolates and

Bagels Forever for their donations to this program.

For changes, updates or new information about any Jewish
Social Services program, check our website at

www.jssmadison.org
On the home page, click on the date

of the program in question

A Heartfelt “Thank You!” To All
Who Delivered Menorahs
Jewish Social Services thanks the 38 volunteers who delivered

menorahs to seniors in nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
Twenty-six seniors received electric menorahs along with visits
from the volunteers. As
they volunteered with their
parents, children learned
how doing something nice
for someone else makes
them feel good inside.
What better way is there to
spend time with people you
care about and do a mitz-
vah!  Thank you to you all!
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This article is about the struggle of American and Soviet Jews
regarding the emigration from the USSR (part 1).



If you are like me, you are anxious
about the situation in Israel. You realize
how vulnerable we are right now. A
cease-fire may be no more than a chance
to re-fuel, re-load and re-energize the
forces at work against us. We are unsure
what the days and weeks ahead will bring
or what it will require of the global Jew-
ish community in support. But anxiety
has a cost; it can get in the way of grati-
tude.
During this fragile break in fighting, it

is time to acknowledge the power of the
collective and to say thank you to the
North American Jewish community for
coming to Israel’s aid with record speed
and unified compassion. When Israel’s
local municipalities and the National
Emergency Authority Third-Sector
Roundtable (RACHEL) asked for your
help, you responded. The Jewish Feder-
ations of North America provided neces-
sary and almost instant relief. Federations
across the U.S. and Canada were quick to
respond. And The Jewish Agency, serv-
ing as the vital bridge between Jewish
communities and Israel, connected
Jewry’s support to beneficiaries on the
ground. Here is what our togetherness did
during Operation Pillar of Defense:

You created a Day of Respite for
30,000 kids who live in the southern part
of Israel and under the daily threat of
rocket attacks to central Israel for a day
of fun and normalcy at amusement parks,
museums, shopping malls, and zoos.
Respites were slated for a day for each
child and took place Sunday through
Thursday as soon as Home Front Com-
mand allowed
buses to travel
from the south.
The Victims of
Terror Fund
provided imme-
diate cash assistance to dozens of fami-
lies who suffered bodily injury or
destruction to their homes through rocket
fire.
Amigour, The Jewish Agency’s hous-

ing subsidiary, renovated fifty bomb shel-
ters and fortified homes in the south. It
was contracted to repair the apartment
building in Rishon Letziyon that was hit
by rocket fire aimed at Tel Aviv. Staff
members went shelter to shelter to ab-
sorption centers in the south to make sure
immigrants from Ethiopia and elsewhere
who arrived to Israel within days or
weeks of this military operation were
calm and prepared. Imagine moving to
Israel and fulfilling a dream, only to get
there and have thousands of reservists

called up to military service while rockets
are being stopped by an Iron Dome. Vol-
unteers set up activities for the kids and
musical performances for adults and sen-
iors.
Masa Israel Journey connects 11,000

young adults to study, internship, and
volunteer opportunities in Israel each
year. When the rocket attacks escalated,

we relocated
our program
participants in
southern Israel
to The Jewish
Agency’s new

International New Media Center in
Jerusalem. Working 12-hour shifts, lots
of twenty-somethings flooded social
media channels with thousands of blog-
posts, comments, tweets and Facebook
updates to promote Israel and correct
myths and falsehoods about the situation
that were traveling via social media.
Speaking of social media, Partnership

2Gether, The Jewish Agency’s People-
hood platform which partners 550 global
Jewish communities directly with Israeli
communities, created solidarity through
technology. Jewish school kids from all
over the globe – Ukraine to Mexico, San
Francisco to Peru skyped, wrote letters
and emails and communicated to sister
city schools throughout Israel, as an ex-

pression of solidarity and friendship dur-
ing tough times.
Some of you took this personal com-

mitment to our Jewish homeland a step
further. You went on solidarity missions
to Israel with groups or on your own. You
comforted people under fire. You went to
Sderot. Some of you paid shiva calls to
the families who lost children in Kiryat
Malachi. Some of you lay on the ground
during sirens, jumping out of cars and
leaving offices within 15 seconds, just
like every citizen of Israel who was in
harm’s way.
To all of you we say Todah Rabbah,

thank you very much. We know that we
may have much more to do in the days
ahead to show our support, but let’s not
forget to say thank you for all that you
have done already for our Israeli brothers
and sisters. In Hebrew, we have an ex-
pression: “Gam ze ya-avor” – this, too,
we will overcome. We will overcome the
challenges ahead because we are com-
mitted to each other and a shared destiny.
Thank you for caring, supporting and
strengthening our global Jewish family.

Misha Galperin is President and CEO
of International Development for The
Jewish Agency for Israel.

Israel      Worldand
the
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The first snow was in town! It was sure beautiful – the quiet, the white. For me it
was a new experience that everything continued as usual despite the weather.  A lot of
people ask me about the weather in Israel and I will answer now – in Israel the weather
is very much like Los Angeles or so they say – sunny and warm most of the year.  We
only have two seasons during the year: summer for 10 months and a short winter in
December and January, some years a bit longer. The temperature is about 30 degrees
at the coldest.  In my hometown of  Jerusalem  there is one day of snow in the winter,
snow that usually does not stay on the ground. The snow of course is only in the moun-
tains that are above 2800 feet high – Jerusalem, the west bank, Golan Heights and
upper Galil. If the snow does stay on the ground it is like a national holiday- no schools
are in session and people from all over the country come to the mountains. So that is
why it was so beautiful and exciting for me.   I am looking forward for the next one
but as local Wisconsin people have told me, after the third one it will be boring!!
Israel is now relaxing from the last operation in Gaza, and so far it is quiet down

south. Now all the focus is back to the upcoming elections. Of course a lot of people
said that the operation was all about the election, and Binyamin Netanyahu, the Prime

Minister of Israel, made this operation for his own good. Personally I can say that there
is evidence to support this claim, but from the other side I have to say that since the
90’s, every time that there was an operation, the current government lost the elections.
Last of all,  I don’t like conspiracy.
I would like to invite you to my next Rosh Chodesh program on January 15th  at

7:30 p.m. at the Jewish Federation office. This Rosh Chodesh is a week before the elec-
tions in Israel so we will dedicate it to this subject.  If you want to know  more about
the process, what is right and left, what is the system in the Israel (it is very different
from the US) and what are the big parties that take roles in Israel, please contact me.
It was a very busy Hanukkah for me – first there was the Tzedakah event where the

children I teach at Chug Ivrit sang and danced both in Hebrew and in English. After
that we had a candle lighting at Ken and Laura Felz’s house with a program about Jew-
ish heroes.  We went to Attic Angel to light an electric menorah for the elderly Jewish
people there.  On Thursday I led games for children at the Beth Israel Center Hanukkah
party, created menorahs with Chug Ivrit students, and finally we hosted a candle lighting
at our apartment for the Café Ivrit participants.  It was lovely!  On the last night of
Hanukkah we led an educational evening
for the MJCDS parents – discussing how
we are responding to stories about heroes
with our children.
At the Federation we also had some

Hanukkah activities with the highlight
being a Hanukkah party at noon on
Wednesday where I fried latkes for every-
one. It was very nice and very tasty! It
sure was a busy and fun Hanukkah.
I am reminding everyone again that I

am re-opening the Hebrew classes for be-
ginners.  If you want to learn the Hebrew
Aleph Bet and want to learn basic conver-
sational Hebrew please join us for the first
class – January 8th at the Federation
building, 7:15 p.m.
Please contact me with any questions

about Israel or Hebrew.  Several people
have done that and I hope that I managed
to help them!
Yehonatan Hazani Zion:
Israel@jewishmadison.org
608-669-8042
Facebook:
Yehonatan Shaliach Madison

From the Mid-east to the Mid-west:
A Shaliach’s Exploration
in America’s Dairyland
BY YEHONATAN HAZANI ZION

A Big Todah: The Power of Collective Giving

Café at our house Chug Ivrit

BY MISHA GALPERIN

eJewish Philanthropy



NEW YORK (JTA) -- The sun was
shining over the Union Square farmers
market on a recent chilly morning as Chris
Mitchell, a 34-year-old chef at the fashion-
able kosher eatery Jezebel, loomed over a
table of Jerusalem artichokes. The six-
foot-something Georgia native carefully
inspected the exterior of the root vegetable
before buying a handful to serve as dried
chips.
Mitchell comes to the Manhattan mar-

ket every morning to buy Jezebel’s pro-
duce as part of the restaurant's
commitment to purchase locally produced
food.
“If you care about what you’re eating,

and who you are feeding your food to,
you’ll want to know where it comes
from," said Mitchell. "That’s the beauty of
buying locally.”
The locavore movement has become

one of the hottest food trends in recent
years, propelled by advocates who see it
as a conscientous and environmentally
friendly alternative to industrial food
trucked in over long distances. Produce
from local sources often keeps longer and
helps keep dollars in the local economy.
But for many kosher consumers, both

individuals and restaurants, limiting them-
selves to local food makes neither practi-
cal nor financial sense.

“It seems to me like another layer of
worry I have to tack onto my food shop-
ping,” said Erin
Reichner, a
B r o o k l y n
mother of seven.
“The price of
keeping kosher means I want to pay less
for my produce. I buy plenty of fruit for
my children, and I don’t care where it
comes from.”
Such declarations aside, interest in

local food has exploded in recent years.
According to the U.S. Department of

Agriculture, the number of farmers mar-
kets in the country has more than quadru-
pled since 1994 and grew by nearly 10
percent in 2012 alone. That's in addition
to the growth of Community Supported
Agriculture programs, or CSAs, in which
consumers purchase a farm share for a
fixed price in the spring and receive a
weekly box of produce during the season.
Practically none of these existed in the
United States in the early 1980s; today
there are estimated to be more than 6,000.
“The best way to cook is to have the

farm dictate what your menu should be by
buying local produce that’s in season,”
said Gabriel Garcia, the chef at Tierra Sur,
a renowned kosher restaraunt at the Her-
zog Winery in California that purchases all
its produce and meat from local sources.
Garcia said his restaurant’s New Year’s

resolution is to procure all its food from
suppliers within 200 miles.

“Food tastes better if
it’s naturally available,"
he said. "Why would
you eat berries in the
winter from a grocery

store when they are not in season if the
winter veggies are hearty, delicious and
available?”
In the Jewish world, the trend is mani-

fest in the growth of Jewish CSAs over the
past eight years, 58 of which now exist
across the country, diverting $7 million in
Jewish purchasing power from grocery
stores to local farmers, according to the
Jewish environmental group Hazon.
“Our traditional laws can inspire us to

think how we want to approach agricul-
ture," Hazon's Daniel Infeld said. "The
root of kosher means ‘fit to eat,’ and eating
locally should coincide with kashrut.”
Most kosher restaurants, however, are

not on board with the move toward local
suppliers. A Chicago restaurateur said he
was struggling enough to cover rent,
kosher certification and the premium nec-
essary to buy organic produce that adding
the additional limitation of local just was-
n't in the cards.
“I’ve been told that local produce lasts

longer, but I can get a much better price if
I’m buying in bulk from other countries,”
said the owner, who asked that his name
not be used. “Plus, I’m in that category of
local businesses and I need to take care of
myself. I’m not in the position to spend
that extra money right now."
Others say the issue is the hassle. With

all the additional requirements of running
a kosher eatery, local food is seen as an un-
necessary headache. Moreover, kosher
meat from local sources isn't readily avail-
able in many places.
"It’s just not a realistic ideal,” said

Moshe Wendel, the chef at the celebrated

kosher restaurant Pardes in Brooklyn. “It’s
not a feasible thing to do, and I would
never recommend it to anyone who keeps
kosher because it’s a hassle when you
have so many other things to worry
about.”
For many locavores, the impulse to

shun national brands goes beyond mere
environmental considerations. Consumers
are increasingly conscious of their food's
provenance and knowing the grower is
often the most straightforward way to en-
sure that what they put in their mouths
comes from a trusted source.
“If you are already keeping kosher,

then you know strict discipline for dietary
customs," said Jezebel's Mitchell. "So why
not aim for the best quality? If you care
about kosher and organic, you should care
about local."
But that kind of approach is also limit-

ing. For caterers, who are called upon
often to provide customers with an array
of options, refusing to provide tomatoes in
January could have a detrimental impact
on business.
“Buying from areas other than where

you live will supply you with a wider
range of food,” said Alison Barnett of Cel-
ebrations Kosher Catering in New Jersey.
“As a caterer, I need to have the freshest
produce, but I also need a secure and sta-
ble supply coming to the kitchen.”
At Shopper's Haven, a kosher market

serving the largely Orthodox community
of Monsey, N.Y., Darren Klapper held up
a package of kosher meat selling for
$25.99 that ultimately would become part
of his Thanksgiving meal.
“I can’t keep up with kosher prices, and

then you want me to eat organic because
the world is scared of a little pesticide
spray, and in addition to that pay for pep-
pers from a neighboring farm that are dou-
ble the price?” Klapper said. “It’s a bit
much.”

Israel and the World
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Spotlight
on Israel
A monthly feature

about the State of Israel

Taglit Birthright Israel, which is a
beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of
Madison, compiled a list of facts about
Israel (plus a few more for good luck)
that highlight Israel’s astonishing con-
tributions and accomplishments across
a broad spectrum of fields in its rela-
tively short existence. From business
to transportation, the list below is but
a small portion of what Israel has done
since the establishment of the State in
1948.  Madison Jewish News has been
featuring these facts in the last few edi-
tions of the newspaper. This month we
focus on technology and transportation.

Technology:
• Israel leads the world in the num-

bers of scientists and technicians in the
workforce, with 145 per 10,000. 
• An Israeli system to help dyslexic

readers is being used throughout the US
and Europe. 
• Voice over internet protocol (VoIP)

technology was pioneered in Israel. 
• Israeli laser technology is power-

ing hair removal devices in the Ameri-
can market. 
• Bill Gates called Israel a major

player in the high-tech world. 
• Research by three scientists from

the Haifa Technion made possible the
transmission of video pictures from
Mars by the NASA explorer “Spirit.” 
• With more than 3,000 high-tech

companies and start-ups, Israel has the
highest concentration of hi-tech com-
panies in the world outside of Silicon
Valley. 
• In response to serious water short-

ages, Israeli engineers and agricultural-
ists developed a revolutionary drip
irrigation system to minimize the
amount of water used to grow crops. 
• The first PC anti-virus software

was developed in Israel in 1979. 
• An Israeli company has developed

a nano-lubricant that one day could
mean the end of changing your car oil. 
• The U.S. Marines in Iraq are using

an Israel-developed hand-held com-
puter for communication purposes. 
• Israel engineers are behind the de-

velopment of the largest communica-
tions router in the world, launched by
Cisco. 

Transportation:
• According to industry officials, Is-

rael designed the airline industry’s most
impenetrable flight security. U.S. offi-
cials now look to Israel for advice on
how to handle airborne security threats. 
• A team of Israeli airport security

experts is advising the Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport on ways to improve
passenger safety. 
• Israel has designed the first flight

system to protect passenger and
freighter aircraft against missile attack. 

BY CHAVIE LIEBER

When It Comes To Eating Local,
Kosher Consumers Are Split



Israel and the World
January 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Madison Jewish News/27

What is it?  
World ORT is the largest Jewish edu-

cation and training non-governmental or-
ganization in the world, providing the
skills and knowledge that empowers stu-
dents to become contributing members of
society.  ORT is the acronym for the orga-
nization’s original Russian
name Obshestvo Re-
neslennogo zemledelch-
eskogo Truda (The Society
for Trades and Agricultural
Labor).  ORT was founded in
St. Petersburg, Russia in
1880.  ORT’s past and pres-
ent activities span more than
100 countries in 5 continents
and include more than 300,000 students
and beneficiaries every year worldwide.  

What are some current projects?
In Israel, World ORT works in full co-

operation with the Ministry of Education,
the Ministry for the Development of the

Negev and Galilee, the Ministry of Public
Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs, the Min-
istry of Industry, Trade and Labor, the
Ministry of Welfare and Social Services,
other government and public figures and
local municipalities.  Projects are created
to benefit not only the students but also
teachers, school principals, and the local
communities.  One current major initiative
is World ORT- Kav-Or which supports
schools sited within 27 public hospitals.  It
provides hospitalized children from age 6-
21 with enhanced learning environments,
distance learning technology and training
programs for teachers.  

In the Former Soviet Union (FSU),
more than 27,000 students are educated by
World ORT each year with operations in
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova,
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Georgia, Arme-
nia, and Kyrgyzstan.  Here, ORT provides
training for those preparing to emigrate to

Israel and for those wishing to
stay in the FSU, including un-
affiliated Jews who would oth-
erwise have no involvement in
the community.  One such
project is ORT KesherNet
which offers ICT training for
women in 17 fully equipped,
advanced communications
technology centers in Russia,

Ukraine, Belarus, and Georgia enabling
them to benefit from wider employment
opportunities.

In Latin America, World ORT is
strengthening Jewish communities and
paving the way to excellence in education.
A  major $9 million campaign supports

education and vocational training in Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Mexico,
Panama, Peru, and Uruguay.  For example,
ORT Mexico includes the CIM-ORT
School, Mexico City’s largest Jewish day
school that serves 650 students – an in-
crease of 200 since the school joined the
ORT network in 2010.   Moreover, ORT
Brazil’s Institute of Technology has been
officially ranked among the top 50 high
schools in the country.  

But that is not all…..
ORT has been providing non-sectarian

humanitarian support to disadvantaged

people in Africa, Eastern Europe, the for-
mer Soviet Union, Latin America, and
Asia since 1960.  ORT International Co-
operation (IC) projects, which are financed
multilateral development institutions,

bilateral donor agencies, private compa-
nies and foundations, have benefited more
than 2 million people in 98 countries.  

What does this have to do with Jewish
Federation of Madison?

World ORT is one of 3 overseas agen-
cies to which we allocate funds each year.
A portion of the funds from the 2012
Annual Tzedakah Campaign will be
allocated to 2013 local and overseas pro-

grams/agencies.  ORT’s mission is to In-
novate, Educate, and Impact by working
for the advancement of Jewish  people
through training and education – helping
to foster economic self-sufficiency, mobil-
ity and a sense of identity through the use
of state-of-the-art technology.  As a com-
munity, this is something we also value.

For more information about World
ORT, visit their website at www.ort.org.

At a Glance ... World ORT
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Haaretz, an Israeli daily Newspaper

www.israel21c.org
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Please help build our community and assist those
facing hardship here and around the world

Midrasha Hebrew High
School educates more than
100 students annually and
provides $2,000 Federation
incentive scholarships to
graduating seniors for

continuing Jewish studies

Jewish Agency for Israel provides social
welfare and refugee rescue and

resettlement programs in Israel, including
lifesaving humanitarian aid to the
residents of Israel’s border towns who
have endured years of war and terror

American Jewish
Joint Distribution

Committee
provides relief,

rescue, and renewal
programs to Jewish

communities in Israel
and 70 other countries,
including the 250,000
elderly Jews who are
struggling to survive

in the Former
Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe

Jewish Social Services
provides services to nearly 1,000
individuals and agencies annually in
both the Jewish community and the
community-at-large through senior,
individual, and immigration
programs 

Madison Jewish
Community Day School
provides a challenging and
innovative curriculum of
general and Jewish studies and
serves families from all parts
of Madison’s Jewish
community

Hilde L. Mosse Gan
HaYeled Preschool
educates more than 100
children year-round and
provides scholarships for
low-income families

American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee Non-Sectarian Programs
provides humanitarian aid to non-Jewish
communities in times of crisis, including
providing emergency humanitarian aid to

flood victims affected by massive flooding that
devastated multiple areas of Pakistan, affecting
nearly 20 million people leaving them without

access to the most basic necessities.

UW Hillel offers 
activities to the UW’s
5,000 Jewish students

Taglit-Birthright
Israel

provides free, first-time
peer educational trips 
to Israel for Jewish

young adults

Camp Shalom serves more
than 1,000 children each

summer of various religions,
including those with special

needs, and provides
scholarships to the 20%

of children from
low-income families


