
On November 24, 2013, Sasha Ker-
low and Dan Mitchell will receive the
Miriam Singer Sulman Young Leader-
ship Award at the Jewish Federation of
Madison’s 73rd Annual Meeting.  The
award will be presented by Jon Eckhardt
and Alicia Schiff, who received the
award last year.

Named in memory of Miriam Singer
Sulman in 1975, a much admired and dy-
namic young leader of the Madison Jew-
ish Community Council, the recipient of
this award is enabled to attend the Jewish
Federations of
North America
General As-
s e m b l y
through an en-
dowment fund
established by
Miriam's par-
ents, Isadore
and Ida Singer
z”l. 

Sasha Ker-
low is proud to
continue her
family’s active
involvement in
the Madison
Jewish com-
munity since
returning to
Madison in
2011.  Sasha
graduated from
the Jewish
Federation of

The Jewish Business and Professional
Roundtable will hold its first event this
fall on December 10th from noon to 1:30
p.m. at Nakoma Golf Club located at
4145 Country Club Road in Madison.
The Honorable Yariv Becher, Israel’s
Consul for Economic Affairs to the Mid-

west, will be
the speaker for
the kickoff
meeting.  Yariv
Becher is re-
sponsible for
m a i n t a i n i n g
trade relation-
ships between
Israel and the
13 states that

make up the Midwestern region of the
United States. He heads the Government
of Israel Economic Mission to the Mid-
west, tasked with promoting investments
in Israel, encouraging Israeli exports to
the Midwest, fostering joint ventures be-
tween American and Israeli companies,
and advancing opportunities for cooper-
ation in commercial research and devel-
opment.   

The Jewish Business and Profession-
als Roundtable program is dedicated to
the interests of Jewish business execu-
tives and professionals within the Madi-
son area.  Lunch will be served at noon
followed by networking and an interac-
tive session with the Honorable Yariv
Becher. A $25 cover will be charged.

This event is open to all members of the
community who have an interest in join-
ing the Jewish Business and Professional
Roundtable. RSVP to lkaplan@jewish-
madison.org or 608-278-1808.  You can
also sign up online at www.jewishmadi-
son.org.   If you are a business interested
in sponsoring a roundtable event, please
contact Lynn Kaplan for more informa-
tion on sponsorship opportunities.  

Future Jewish Business and Profes-
sionals Roundtable Programs:

Please mark your calendar
Friday, January 24, 2014, 12-1:30 PM

– Speaker: Greg Lubar
Friday, May 16, 2014, 12-1:30 PM –

Speaker: Kevin Conroy

If you have not made your gift to this
year’s Jewish Federation of Madison
Tzedakah Campaign, please con-
sider doing so soon.  Your sin-
gle gift will help support
more than 20 essential agen-
cies and programs here in
the Madison area, as well as
humanitarian programs in more
than 70 countries worldwide.  

Jewish Federation of Madison is part
of the Jewish Federations of North Amer-
ica, a worldwide network that serves mil-
lions of Jews and non-Jews every day.

During both ordinary and extraordinary
times, our strong extensive network of

agencies and volunteers is uniquely
positioned to assist those facing

hardship here and around the
world.

Our 2013 Campaign is in
full swing and we are 58% to

goal.   Thank you for the hard
work of the campaign chairman,

Marc Shovers, and all of our campaign
volunteers who have taken time out their
busy days to make a commitment to the
future of our Jewish community! Will you

help us reach our goal this year? We still
have a long way to go!

If it is important to you to live in a
vibrant, caring, organized Jewish commu-
nity then it is up to you to make sure we
can continue doing the good we are able
to do with your dollars.  Your commit-
ment to our collective Jewish community
shows the strength of our people and the
power of community by making a signif-
icant difference in the lives of so many.
Together we are doing extraordinary
things!  Thank you to the 30 Tzedakah
Sunday volunteers whose calls to the

community brought our campaign total
up to $598,365. With your help we will
reach our goal of $1,036,000.  For more
information about our local agencies and
programs funded by the Tzedakah Cam-
paign, please refer to the information in
this issue of the Madison Jewish News.  
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The IRS requires us to
inform you that the
cost of your couvert
is not tax deductible.

You are cordially invited to attend

The 2013 Annual Meeting
of the

Jewish Federation of Madison
Sunday, November 24, 2013 – 4 to 6 p.m.

Goodman Jewish Community Campus
7762 County Highway PD, Verona

4:00-4:30 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres and reception
4:30-6:00 p.m. Program and Annual Meeting

Couvert: $10 per person

   ❖ Congressman Mark Pocan will speak about his recent trip
to Israel

Please join us as we highlight the successes of  the
past year and present the following awards:

   ❖ Miriam Singer Sulman Young Leadership Award -- 
Daniel Mitchell and Sasha Kerlow

   ❖ Ben Minkoff Volunteer Award (a surprise announcement)

   ❖ Alex Temkin Distinguished Service Award (a surprise
  announcement)

Other business includes the election of the Board of Directors
and Officers.

Please RSVP by November 18th via
email (rsvp@jewishmadison.org) or via phone (608.278.1808)
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Touching Thousands of Lives Locally and All Over the World
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Business and Professional Roundtable Kickoff is December 10

Yariv Becher

Miriam Singer Sulman Young
Leadership Award Winners

Daniel Mitchell

Sasha Kerlow

(Continued on page 3)



222 West Washington Ave., Suite 900
Madison • 256-0226
www.staffordlaw.com

We provide solutions...on time
and with a smile.

That’s our promise.

Who The Leaders Turn To

Pictured left to right: Matt Dregne, Laura Skilton Verhoff, James Egle,
and Janice Bensky.
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SILVER SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSOR SILVER SPONSOR

353 Island Drive • Madison, WI 53705 • 608.231.8000
www.madisoncomputerworks.com

Madison Computer Works
The Computer Mavens

Have anti-virus/spyware “protection” and you’re still
getting infected? Standard AV/AS isn’t enough.

We can protect your computer and lock out
malware BEFORE it infects your machine ... again.

Brian Lisse, co-owner

jewishmadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

ATTENTION BUSINESSES:
Become a website sponsor and support vital community services
while promoting your business among the Jewish community’s

6,000 members. For information about
becoming a website sponsor, contact:

Andrea Stein, Website Business Development Director,
astein@jewishmadison.org, 278-1808

jewishmadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison  Jewish community

Become
a sponsor

today!
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The Jewish Federation of Madison
(JFM) is excited to announce the Pass-
port to Jewish Life Program! Thanks to
generous private donations, this exciting
program is aimed at engaging community
members in the wonderful programs the
Madison area Jewish community has to
offer. Individuals or families in the Madi-
son area who meet the following criteria

are eligible for a gift of up to $500 (one
gift per household) to be used for tuition
or fees at Madison-area Jewish programs
(see examples below).  

Your household is eligible for a
Passport to Jewish Life gift if:

In the past two years, a member of
your household has not participated in the
major fee-based programs sponsored by

the JFM (e.g. Gan HaYeled, Chug Ivrit,
Camp Shalom, Midrasha, Yonim) or its
beneficiaries (e.g. Madison Jewish Com-
munity Day School) and has not been a
member of a Madison-area congregation. 

Some guidelines for the Passport Gift
funds are as follows:

The Passport Gift can be used
towards programs or organizations
such as, but not limited to:

• Gan HaYeled Preschool
• Chug Ivrit
• Camp Shalom
• Midrasha
• Yonim
• Madison Jewish Community Day

School
• Introductory Synagogue member-

ship fees
• Madison-area adult Jewish Educa-

tion programs (e.g. offered by syna-
gogues, UW, Hillel, Chabad, etc.)

The Passport Gift cannot be used
towards:

• Overnight camp tuition
• A trip to Israel unless the trip is or-

ganized by JFM or one of its beneficiar-
ies, after other scholarship funds have
been used

• Goodman Aquatic Center member-
ships

Each eligible household will receive
up to $500 to be used towards a qualified
program or organization.

The gift funds will be distributed

directly to the qualified program or or-
ganization by the JFM.

Approval of the program or organiza-
tion will be at the discretion of the JFM.

Interested in applying for the Passport
Program? Please contact Ellen Weismer,
program@jewishmadison.org or 278-
1808 x232 for an application.  The Pass-
port Gift funds are available as of
September 2013 and will be distributed
until they are gone! Individuals/families
may apply for a second $500 Passport
gift, if funds remain, after one year has
lapsed from the initial award.

$500 Available to Eligible Households
Through Passport to Jewish Life

BMO Harris Bank salutes the mission of the Jewish Federation of Madison 

to work toward building a strong and unified Jewish community.

Proud supporter of:

Unity and community.

BMO Harris BankSM is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

Madison 
 

Middleton 
Monona 
Oregon 
Sun Prairie 

jewishmadison.org  PLATINUM SPONSOR

Madison’s Future Directions Young
Leadership Program in 2012.  She serves
on the board of the Jewish Federation of
Madison and is an active member of the
Local Services Panel and Family Educa-
tion Committee.  Sasha and her husband,
Eric, have two children, Lev (10) and
Talia (8), who attend Camp Shalom dur-
ing the summer.  Sasha’s hobbies include
yoga, biking, and baking.

Dan Mitchell is the Co-Vice Chair of
the Financial Resource Development
Committee for the Jewish Federation of
Madison (JFM) and also serves on the
Board of Directors. He first got involved
with the JFM in 2005 when he joined the
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Committee and later joined the Camp
Shalom Committee. He has volunteered
on the Tzedakah Campaign for as many
years as he can remember, and truly en-
joys contributing to the JFM and giving

back to the community. Dan grew up in
Milwaukee, WI and moved to Madison,
WI in 1997. He and his wife Rachel have
been married for 16 years and have three
children: Sam (13), Lizz (11), and Kate
(9). All three of Dan’s children graduated
from the Gan Hayeled preschool and at-
tend Camp Shalom.  Dan is employed by
Avid Technology where he works as a
Senior Engineering Manager. In his free
time, he enjoys running, biking and com-
peting in triathlons.

Sasha and Dan will be two of four
award honorees at the Annual Meeting.
The other honorees, which are a surprise,
will be awarded the Ben Minkoff Volun-
teer Service Award and the Alex Temkin
Distinguished Service Award (which is
not given out annually).

To register for the annual meeting,
please call 608.278.1808 or register on-
line at www.jewishmadison.org.

Singer Sulman Awards Continued from page 1

Like Us
on

Facebook!
Friends of Jewish Federation of

Madison can get timely programming
updates, tell us what you “like,” and
spread the word about the work we
do with your generous support. See

photos from recent events, and
encourage friends to join you in
supporting Jewish Federation of
Madison, and more. Find us at

www.facebook.com/
jewishmadison.
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The Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its
appreciation to these individuals who recently

made a tribute donation to honor someone
or celebrate a special occasion

In honor of Dina Weinbach becoming Executive Director
of the Jewish Federation of Madison

Dan and Bettine Lipman

In honor of the birth of Betty Pines Weeks
Debbie and Joel Minkoff

In memory of Annette Howards
Donald Dillenburg

Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!

Locally owned, locally loved. Come taste why.

Creative Mediterranean & Continental Cuisine

$25 Three-Course Chef’s Tasting Menus, Tues.-Thurs.
Menus posted each week at www.ottosrestaurant.com

6405 MINERAL POINT ROAD, MADISON • 274-4044
Easy online reservations: www.ottosrestaurant.com

Meet a Mensch:
Shanee Ellison

Tell us about your involvement with
the Jewish Federation of Madison.

My introduction to the Jewish
Federation of Madison began with
Gan HaYeled Preschool. GHY not
only welcomed my son, Morris, but
our entire family. It was the warm,
loving environment that I was look-
ing for in a preschool. In 2012, my
husband Neil and I participated in Fu-
ture Directions, a Jewish Federation
program that served as a wonderful
introduction to Jewish Madison. This
past year was my first year on the Fi-
nancial Resource Development Com-
mittee (FRD), and I’m slowly
learning the ropes.

What have you found most reward-
ing about your experiences?

I’ve met wonderful people. I find
their energy and commitment to
Madison’s Jewish community and or-
ganizations inspiring. 

Have your experiences taught you
any lessons you’d like to share?

There is a vibrant Jewish commu-
nity in Madison that has a lot to offer.
A community that I really didn’t think
existed until a few years ago. There’s
truly something for everyone. 

What further good do you hope to
accomplish through your involve-
ment?

Though my children are young,
my family and I have already benefit-
ted greatly from Federation-spon-
sored institutions and programming.
It can be easy to take these resources
for granted, and they wouldn’t exist

without hefty financial and volunteer
support. Through my involvement, I
would like to encourage others to get
involved to ensure that standout insti-
tutions and programming continue to
grow and thrive. 

Are you involved in the Madison
community in other ways?

My son has started kindergarten at
Midvale Elementary, so I hope to
become involved at his school.

Please tell us a little more about
yourself.

I grew up in Atlanta, attended col-
lege in Upstate NY, and then moved
to Chicago. After a stint in Uganda
with my husband, we settled in Madi-
son for Neil’s job as a History Profes-
sor. We've been here nine years, and
I've come to embrace (and at times
even love!) the Midwest. I work part
time as a nurse in the Transplant
Clinic at UW Hospital, and am mom
to Morris (5) and Orly (2). 

How do you define the word
“Mensch?”

A good egg. 

BY BETH GLASER

Madison Jewish News Summer Intern

Mazel Tov on the birth of:
Mushka Matusof, daughter of Rabbi Levi and Chanchie Matusof, granddaughter of
Rabbi Yona and Faygie Matusof;
Miriam Schwarzbrott, daughter of Brian and Season Schwarzbrott;
Miriam Sophie Levy, daughter of Rachel and Jeff Levy; and
Betty Pines Weeks, daughter of Jenny Gassman-Pines and Benjamin Weeks, grand-
daughter of Lester Pines and Roberta Gassman.

Condolences to the family of:
Ruth Levey, sister of Ada Mitchell;
Tikvah Weiner, daughter of Marc and Fran (z”l) Weiner;
Fred Utevsky, father of Judith Utevsky;
Irvin Troy, grandfather of Scott (Dorothy) Paler;
Marilyn Borenstein Holman, daughter of Harold Borenstein, sister of Nicki (Ron)
Milin and Phyllis Eisenberg;
Jack Kaufman, father of Roan Kaufman, Jillian Heisman and Erica Heisman;
Susan Mansfield, sister of Marsha (Steven Schooler) Mansfield;
Emily Velelli, grandmother of Jeffrey (Kaye) Becker;
Natalie Fields, mother of Leslie Fields (Jeff Lindholm), grandmother of Hannah
and Danny Lindholm; and
Andrea Stein, wife of Jim Stein, mother of Hannah and Jake.

WE DO:
BAR/BAT MITZVAHS • WEDDINGS • PARTIES
CORPORATE EVENTS • EVENT CONSULTING

WE HAVE:
DISC JOCKEYS • EMCEES • VIDEO DANCE PARTIES

DANCERS • TRIVIA • CHOCOLATE FOUNTAINS
VIDEO, GREEN SCREEN AND RED CARPET PHOTO BOOTHS

MOVIE SCREENS • DECOR LIGHTING • CASINO • MUCH MORE ...

608.233.5822 www.celebrationsentertainment.com

FUN • MEMORABLE • EVENTS
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Simchas & Condolences



November 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Madison Jewish News/5

6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808 • info@jewishmadison.org • jewishmadison.org

Yonim Israeli Dance
Troupe
Calling all 3-5 year olds!
K’tantanim begins November 3rd 
3:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
Beth Israel Center, Multi-Purpose
Room (lower level)
1406 Mound Street, Madison

Once a month, come to a fun-filled Israeli dance class. Sign up for all six
classes ($25) or drop in ($5 per class). Also, new K-5th graders are welcome to
sign up. Weekly rehearsals on Sundays.

For more information contact Laura Toso at yonim@jewishmadison.org

Hanukkah Tzedakah Night
Saturday, November 23rd, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community Campus
7762 County Highway PD, Verona
$5 donation per family is requested

Join the Family Education Committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison
for our annual Hanukkah Tzedakah fair.  There will be performances by
Gan HaYeled, Chug Ivrit, Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe and more followed by
Tzedakah projects led by many Jewish community organizations. All money
collected will go to help Emerson Elementary School provide winter clothing
for their students. Please bring gently used snowpants, mittens, hats, jackets and
scarves for our winter clothing drive.

Jewish Federation of Madison Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 24th
4:00-4:30 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres and Reception
4:30-6:00 p.m. Program and Annual Meeting
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community Campus
7762 County Highway PD, Verona
Couvert: $10 per person

Join us as we highlight the successes of the past year and present the follow-
ing awards: Miriam Singer Sulman Young Leadership Award: Daniel Mitchel
and Sasha Kerlow; Ben Minkoff Volunteer Award: a surprise announcement;
Alex Tempkin Distinguished Service Award: a surprise announcement.

The meeting will also include: the election of the Board of Directors and
Officers; and Congressman Mark Pocan will speak about his recent trip to Israel

Please RSVP online by November 19th. (After 11/19 please call 608-278-
1808 to RSVP.) Questions? Call 608-278-1808.

Jewish Business and Professionals Roundtable
Tuesday, December 10th
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Nakoma Golf Club
4145 Country Club Road, Madison

The Honorable Yariv Becher, Israel’s Consul for Eco-
nomic Affairs to the Midwest, will be the speaker for the
kickoff meeting.  Lunch will be served at noon followed
by networking and an interactive session with the Honor-
able Yariv Becher.  A $25 cover will be charged.  This
event is open to all members of the community who have
an interest in joining the Jewish Business and Professional
Roundtable. RSVP to lkaplan@jewishmadison.org or 608-278-1808. You can
also sign up online at www.jewishmadison.org. If you are a business interested
in sponsoring a roundtable event, please contact Lynn Kaplan for more informa-
tion on sponsorship opportunities.  

Havdalah Karaoke Party
Saturday, January 25th, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Goodman Community Center
149 Waubesa St., Madison

       Join us at this event, sponsored by the Family Education Committee of the
Jewish Federation of Madison.

Ivrit Kala Registration is Still Open
Beginners - Mondays at 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Advanced - Mondays at 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison

Racheli, our Community Shlichah, will be teaching two adult Hebrew classes.
Classes take place October 7th - June. The fee is $18 per person.

Questions? Contact: Racheli at israel@jewishmadison.org

Chug Ivrit Registration is Still Open

Chug Ivrit, the afterschool Hebrew club of the Jewish Federation of Madison,
meets Monday and Thursday afternoons at Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound
Street, Madison. Students in kindergarten through 2nd grade may attend either
one or both days. Programming for students in grades 3-5 is offered on Mon-
days. For more information and to register: program@jewishmadison.org

It’s Not Too Late to Sign Up for Midrasha

The Midrasha Hebrew High School, founded in 1975, is jointly sponsored by
Beth Israel Center, Temple Beth El, and Jewish Federation of Madison. Midrasha
offers classes in Hebrew and Jewish Studies, and in elective subjects for students
in grades 8 through 12, who need not be affiliated with a synagogue to enroll.
For more information and to register visit www.jewishmadison.org

Cafe Ivrit is Back!
Thursdays at 7:30 pm
Michaelangelo’s Coffee House 
114 State Street, Madison

Cafe Ivrit is a great place to chat in Hebrew about Israel or Jewish issues. It
will be run by Mickey and Racheli, our new Israeli Shlichim.

To participate or for more information contact:
Racheli at israel@jewishmadison.org  or Mickey at israelfellow@uwhillel.org

Yariv Becher



Editor’s Note:  The following speech
was given by Marc Shovers, Chair of the
2013 Tzedakah Campaign, at the Major
Gifts Event on October 8th.

When Dina Weinbach asked me if I
wanted to speak, my first thought was,
delegation: I wondered how much it
would cost me to get Dan Mitchell or Beth
Schreiber to give this speech. Well, their
price was too high, so you’re stuck with
me. Actually, I would like to acknowledge
and offer my thanks to Beth Schreiber and
Dan Mitchell, the co-vice chairpersons of
the Tzedakah Campaign, for all of their
hard work on the campaign. I would also
like to thank Lynn Kaplan, our new FRD
director, for her outstanding dedication
and the excellent job she’s been doing on
all aspects of the campaign.

When Dina asked me to speak, my
thoughts turned to my Bar Mitzvah.

Specifically, my Bar Mitzvah invitation.
It had a saying on it from the Midrash that
has come to mind probably thousands of
times since I first saw it: “All beginnings
are difficult.” And this speech is no differ-
ent. So why are we here?

Clearly, we are here in part due to the
generosity of Marv Levy. Thank you
Marv, once again, for so generously sup-
porting our community through this won-
derful evening. And we are all here
because we care deeply about our com-
munity and the important work that the
volunteers and staff of the Federation ac-
complish every day. Specifically, you all
are here because of the incredible gen-
erosity you’ve shown to the Federation
and the causes it supports in Madison, Is-
rael, and throughout the world.

So in reality, why am I here? Well, in
part it’s because of Andrea Stein and a
phone call she placed maybe 15 years ago.
She asked me to join the Gan HaYeled
committee. My wife Jan thought it would
be a good idea since we’d have a child in

the program for at least a couple of years.
And that started me down the path of vol-
unteering with the MJCC, as the Federa-
tion was then known. I served on the Gan
committee for several years until Andrea
and Steve asked if I’d be willing to be-
come the chair, and I later become a mem-
ber of the Jewish Education Panel.

For Jan and me, sending our kids to
Gan was a real turning point in our lives.
Some of our closest friends in Madison
are the parents of kids who were in Sam’s
or Ben’s Gan classes. And some of Sam’s
best friends today are kids he met at Gan.
Making friends is important, to be sure,
but we wouldn’t have sent our younger
son, Ben, to Gan if we didn’t think the
program was worthwhile. In fact, it is
more than worthwhile. It is outstanding.
Through the efforts of a number of
tremendous preschool directors, at least
one of whom, Lynn Kaplan, is present
here this evening, and because of the ex-
ceptional, caring, and talented teachers,
our kids thrived at Gan. But that kind of

quality does not come cheaply.
I learned through my time as Gan com-

mittee chair, and as a member and later
chair of the Jewish Education Panel, that
Gan receives a healthy subsidy from the
Federation. A subsidy that we would not
be able to extend to Gan without the gen-
erous support of the people in this room.
Of course we could increase the fees but,
historically, Gan has been pretty much in
the middle of the road in comparison to its
peer group preschools in terms of costs to
parents, and in the area of teacher salaries.
If the fees are increased too much, many
parents would be forced to look elsewhere
for their preschool needs. So how and
why do we keep such a wonderful and
beneficial program going if it is not able
to sustain itself solely by the fees it gen-
erates?

During Federation budget meetings,
we are often faced with difficult choices
about which programs to support and at
what level. Over time, the board has con-
sistently reaffirmed its commitment to
Gan. Yes, we realize that Gan is expensive
to support. But we also recognize that Gan
is a gateway program; if people enroll
their kids in Gan, bond with the other par-
ents, and their kids make friends, they are
much more likely to stay involved Jew-
ishly. Like me, they’re more likely to be-
come an active volunteer. Once they
realize that the program is subsidized by
the Federation, they’re likely to be more
receptive to donating to the campaign, and
to continue their involvement in Federa-
tion activities after their kids graduate.
Simply put, Gan HaYeled is an outstand-
ing program whose lasting value extends
far beyond the time that its enrollees and
their parents are involved in the program,
and it benefits our community in a way
that exceeds the value of its subsidy. It is
a source of future volunteers and future
donors. And it is a sound investment in the
continuing strength and development of a
vibrant Jewish community in Madison.
But none of this would be possible with-
out the strong financial support of all of
you.

Another program I’d like to talk to you
about is Jewish Social Services, a major
recipient of Federation funding. I knew
sort of peripherally about the good work
that JSS accomplished, through its immi-
grant and refugee services, its elder and
family support programs, and other valu-
able activities. But I did not experience its
greatness first hand until 4 ½ years ago
when my parents decided it might be time
to move back up north from Florida,
where they’d spent the previous 19 years.
What did I know about moving aging par-
ents up north? Well, very little. So I called
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“So Why Are We Here?” Tzedakah Campaign Speech 

BY MARC SHOVERS

2013 Tzedakah Campaign Chairman

Marc Shovers

(Continued on page 7)

OTHERS WILL.

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

IF WE DON’T TEACH      
        OUR CHILDREN
  WHO THEY ARE,

As they grow up, young Jews will face challenges to 

their beliefs and identity. We believe the best way to 

protect our children against ignorance and hate is 

to educate them. From the pride of a preschooler at 

Gan Hayeled learning his or her first Hebrew words 

to the confidence of a UW student prepared to 

grapple with anti-Israel sentiment on campus, we’re 

strengthening Jewish identity and inspiring a life-

long connection to Jewish values. But we need your 

help. 

Jewish Federation
OF MADISON

Jewish Federation JewishMadison.org               

      Jewish-Federation-of-Madison     



November 2013                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Madison Jewish News/7

Francie Saposnik. To the surprise of no
one who knows Francie, she was a G-d
send. She was knowledgeable, generous
with her time, and an extremely valuable
resource as Jan and I researched our op-
tions. A space opened up in the independ-
ent living area at Oakwood Village and
my parents decided to make the move.
Their transition to Madison went as well
as we could have hoped, but moving to a
new place, even with children and grand-
children nearby, can be daunting. How
would they meet people, or get involved
in the community? Of course Francie and
Louise Goldstein came to the rescue.
Francie wanted to meet my parents as
soon as they arrived. At first, my mother
was hesitant about allowing Francie to
come over to their apartment; they just
moved in, and my mother thought that the
place was a mess. I worked hard to con-
vince my mom to let Francie stop by.
Francie knows that you just moved in, I
told her. She understands things are in dis-
array. But she wants to meet you. With an
air of some resignation, Mom agreed.
Francie brought my mother a challah, as
it was Shabbat; actually she split the chal-
lah in half to share with another Jewish
woman who just moved into Oakwood
and Francie only had one challah. Of
course Francie’s charms won my parents
over, and she made them immediately feel
welcome and a part of the Jewish commu-
nity. Francie and Louise also were able to
get my parents to attend the monthly
Shabbat service that JSS hosts at Oak-
wood. My parents met several other resi-
dents at services, including the woman
who got the other half of that challah, and
they found their new social group. Soon
after attending Shabbat services, Francie
and Louise got my parents to start attend-
ing Lechayim, the senior lunch, exercise,
and social gathering that meets most Mon-
days during the school year. My parents
love this program, which is open to any
member of the community. Through per-
sistence, warmth, and caring, JSS helped
my parents integrate into the Jewish and
general community here in Madison.

Soon after abandoning all that was fa-
miliar in Florida, and, as winter ap-
proached, moving to a cold and
forbidding environment, my parents were
able to develop close friendships. They
felt that they belonged. They were part of
something Jewish. All because of the great
work carried out by Jewish Social Serv-
ices. And once again, these valuable pro-
grams, which benefit so many people in
the Jewish and general community here in
Madison, thrive and meet the needs of
people of all ages because all of you in
this room, and many other generous peo-
ple who aren’t here tonight, contribute to
this extremely worthwhile endeavor.

I said at the beginning of my talk that
all beginnings are difficult. Well, the be-
ginning of this campaign has proven to be
difficult. Due to a variety of circum-
stances, we are starting the campaign later
than usual. Our known losses, from peo-
ple who’ve passed away or moved away,
are significantly greater than what was the
case last year. This is also the situation we
face with at-risk gifts. And because our
needs as a community continue to grow,
the Financial Resources Development
Committee has increased our campaign
goal from last year’s goal. This year, our
goal is $1,036,000. In the face of contin-
ued slow growth in the economy, and the
challenges we face from known losses and
at-risk gifts, our needs are even greater.
This reality is another reason that we are
all here tonight. We need to rise up to meet
the challenges we face as a community
and raise the funds we need to keep pro-
grams like Gan HaYeled, Midrasha He-

brew High School, Camp Shalom, and
JSS as strong and growing programs,
ready to satisfy the needs of the people in
our community who benefit so greatly
from the services that they provide. 

And we need to think about our
brethren in the former Soviet Union and
in Israel who also look to us for help.
There too, the needs for food, training,
and resettlement assistance are growing.
In addition, we need to continue to sup-
port the ability of beneficiary groups, such
as the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, to address humanitarian dis-
asters around the world, as the JDC did so
heroically in Haiti. 

To continue to simply meet the current
needs of our beneficiaries, much less to
expand services to those who need them
but don’t yet have them, we need your
help. All the volunteers in the world, and
the great professional staff we have here
in Madison, will not be enough, on its
own, to enable us to succeed. We need
your continued generosity and support. 

As I was preparing this speech and
thinking about my Bar Mitzvah, I decided
to review my parsha to see if there was
anything in it that could help me demon-
strate why we need your support, and
show why giving generously to the cam-
paign is the right thing to do. Fortunately
for me, there was! My parsha was
Vayikra, and in Ch. 19, verses 9 and 10, it
says:

“And when you reap the harvest in
your land, you shall not reap the corners
of your field; neither shall you gather the
gleaning of your harvest. And you shall
not glean your vineyard, nor shall you
gather the single grapes of your vineyard.
You shall leave them for the poor and the
stranger. ”

I remember asking my rabbi why the
farmer would just leave the corners of the
field intact, instead of harvesting every-
thing and then giving some of it to the
poor. The reason is so as to not cause em-
barrassment to the recipient . . . if the
fields are left unharvested, those who need
food may simply help themselves, without
having to ask someone for assistance,
which could prove to be a humiliating ex-
perience. In fact, giving in this way – giv-
ing anonymously, to an unknown
recipient – is one of the highest forms of
tzedakah that there is. According to Mai-
monides, there are 8 levels of giving, each
one higher than the next. From lowest to
highest, they are as follows:

8. Giving “in sadness,” out of pity, or
begrudgingly.

7. Giving willingly and cheerfully, but
inadequately.

6. Giving adequately after being asked.
5. Giving tzedakah before being asked.
4. Giving tzedakah publicly to an un-

known recipient, where you do not know
the recipient’s identity, but the recipient
knows yours.

3. Giving tzedakah anonymously to a
known recipient, where you know the re-
cipient’s identity, but he or she does not
know your identity.

OK, it’s time to really pay attention to
number 2 now.

2. Giving tzedakah anonymously to an
unknown recipient via a person (or public

fund) which is trustworthy, wise, and can
perform acts of tzedakah with your money
in a most impeccable fashion.

I’m really hoping that number 2 is
starting to resonate with you all.

1. Giving ways that will enable them
to become self-reliant.

Surely some parts of your gifts to the
Federation may rise to the first level of
giving, according to the Rambam’s levels.
But many of our recipients, the elderly, the
very young, the infirm, will not be able to
benefit from your generosity in way that
will enable them to become self-reliant. 

But the vast majority of your gift to the
Federation will rise to the Rambam’s sec-
ond highest level of giving: to give
tzedakah anonymously to an unknown re-
cipient via a person or public fund which
is trustworthy, wise, and can perform acts
of tzedakah with your money in a most
impeccable fashion. That is what we strive
to do at the Jewish Federation of Madison:
perform acts of tzedakah with your money
in a most impeccable fashion. 

We are so grateful to all of you here
today for the wonderful acts of generosity
you have shown the Federation in the past.

Our programs here in Madison and those
we support throughout the world could
not function without your donations. But
as the Torah says in Deuteronomy chapter
15, verse 11: “For there shall never cease
to be needy people in your land; therefore
I command thee, saying: ‘Thou shalt
surely open thy hand unto thy poor and
needy brother. . .” Our needs are great, and
they are growing. We have asked a lot
from all of you in the past, and we are ask-
ing for even more this year. For our cam-
paign to be able to overcome our difficult
beginning, and to meet the increased chal-
lenges we face, we sincerely hope that you
will consider increasing your gift by at
least 10 percent this year. 

I know that we are asking a lot. But as
you reflect on this request for an increased
gift, I hope that you will bear in mind an-
other verse from the Torah, again from
Deuteronomy, chapter 16, verse 17:
“Every man shall give as he is able, ac-
cording to the blessing of the L-rd thy
G-d which He hath given thee.”

Together we can do extraordinary
things. Thank you very much for your
time and attention.

Speech Continued from page 6

BY BETH SCHREIBER AND RUSSELL KAHN

Why We Give ...
Tzedakah is an essential value in Judaism and it is important to us personally

as well.  But why give to the Federation specifically?  Something that we appre-
ciate about the Federation is that it gives to those in need in our immediate com-
munity, but it also gives to those in need around the world.  So the Federation is
both locally-minded and globally-minded.  Furthermore, we give to Federation
because it is important to us to keep this small but mighty Jewish community of
Madison vibrant.  As our parents did for us, we hope to help our children develop
strong, positive feelings about their Jewish identity and this is best done through
community, where Judaism thrives.  The local programs sponsored by the Feder-
ation, such as Gan HaYeled, Camp Shalom, Midrasha and more, are the building
blocks of our children's Jewish identity.  One important way that we can help our
children to develop a strong Jewish identity is through our support of, and partic-
ipation in, these programs. As adults, it will be up to them to decide how much
they will integrate Judaism into their lives. However, the more positive their mem-
ories and associations are, the more likely that they will stay connected to Judaism
and the wonderful values and rich traditions of our people. 
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In recognition and appreciation for the
their extraordinary generosity, Major
Donors to the Jewish Federation of Madi-
son were honored at a dinner at Nakoma
Country Club on October 8, 2013.

We had a wonderful turnout with 50
guests.  These donors, along with others
who were unable to attend, contributed
$460,00 to the 2013 Annual Campaign.

After a fabulous meal hosted by Marv
Levy of Phillips Distributing Corpora-
tion, Tzedakah Campaign Chairman
Marc Shovers made a compelling pres-
entation about the importance of giving
here in Madison and around the world.
Madison jazz musician Dave Stoler and
the Dave Stoler Trio played a terrific set
of jazz classics all composed by famous

Jewish musicians. 
On behalf of our entire community,

we express our sincere appreciation to
these donors for their inspiring leadership
and generosity. 

Major Donors Honored at Tzedakah
Campaign Dinner on October 8th

Photos by Diane Kravetz

Special thanks...
We express our heartfelt appreci-

ation to Marvin Levy, Phillips Dis-
tributing Corporation, for once again
so generously offering his support of
the major gifts dinner for a sixth year
in a row. We also thank Jeff Levy of
Phillips Distributing Corporation for
donating the premium wine for the
evening’s reception and dinner.

Thank you also to Judy Schreiber
for once again volunteering her ex-
pert skills and experience to plan the
dinner and make everything perfect,
as usual.

Bottom Left: Beth Schreiber, Lee Eckhardt, Susan Roquitte, Ilene Laufman
Top Left: Jon Eckhardt, Rob Roquitte, Mark Laufman, Marv Levy

Bottom Left: Phil Levy, Jan Loeb, Marc Shovers
Top Left: Dan Mitchell, Jim Stein, Andrea Stein

Bottom Left: Judy Schreiber, Larry Landweber, Jean Landwebber
To Left: Jeff Levy, Lynn Preizler, Martin Preizler

Bottom Left: Vicki Stewart, Rona Malofsky, Phyliss Lefcowitz, Al Goldstein
Top Left: Jerry Stewart, Lynn Kaplan, Dan Kaplan, Sandra Levin, Alan Levin

Bottom Left: Hal Blotner, Harry Tobias, Marjorie Tobias, Harriet Hymann
Top Left: Joe Silverberg, Jean Silverberg, Babe Conney, Alan Hymann

Bottom Left: Cheryl Rosen Weston, Steve Morrison, Dave Weinbach
Top Left: William Haus, Claudia Haus, Debbie Minkoff, Joel Minkoff, Dina Weinbach
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Our events listed below are open to
the community. Check out our Temple
Beth El website at www.templebethel-
madison.org for more information on our
worship times and special events. All
events take place at Temple Beth El,
2702 Arbor Drive, Madison, unless oth-
erwise noted. The Temple office will be
closed on Thursday, Nov. 28 for
Thanksgiving. 

We encourage members of the Jewish
community to join Temple Beth El. We
welcome prospective members to partic-
ipate in programs and activities before
joining. Please contact Heidi Lauhon,
Executive Director, at 238-3123 or exec-
utivedirector@templebethelmadison.org
for membership information.

Tots & Tunes
Sundays: Nov. 3, Feb. 2, March 2,
April 27
9:30am -10:30am
Temple Beth El Lounge

For all children ages Newborn to 5
years! Join other Jewish kids and parents
for a fun way to learn about Shabbat and
the Jewish holidays!  Hang out with lead-
ers Dana Prager and Kenny Lyons and
sing songs, do a craft project, and enjoy
challah & juice. Come and get to know
other parents and kids from around the
community. Questions? Call Educator
Larry Kohn, 238-3123. 

47th Annual Food-A-Rama
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 11am to 1:30pm

Food-A-Rama is an annual luncheon
held on Election Day by Temple Beth El
Sisterhood. The Temple is open to the
community to come and enjoy kosher
style foods. We have the options of dine
in, carry out, and delivery. You can have
your choice of our NEW vegetarian
Mediterranean platter, our famous corned
beef sandwiches, or a kosher-style hot
dog.

Dine In at Temple Beth El: 11:00
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Carry Out: 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Order on-site, or order ahead online at
www.food-a-rama.com, or by calling
238-3123, and we’ll have your lunch
ready for you.

Delivery: Can’t make it to Temple?
We’ll come to you!  Order our NEW
Mediterranean vegetarian platter or our
corned beef sandwich and have it deliv-
ered to work or home.  Pre-paid orders
are due Oct. 28th.

Delivery forms can be downloaded
online at: www.food-a-rama.com

Bakery: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Fea-
turing scrumptious homemade cakes,
pies, breads, and confections

Deli: 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Featur-
ing Corned Beef by the Pound, Rye

Bread, Homemade Matzo Ball Soup,
Homemade Sweet and Sour Cabbage
Soup, authentic Chopped Liver and
Kosher-style Hot Dogs

For more information, please visit us
online at www.food-a-rama.com.

Swarsensky Scholar-In-
Residence Weekend
Nov. 8-10

Temple Beth El is excited and hon-
ored to have Professor Charles Cohen,
Professor of History and Religious Stud-
ies at UW-Madison, and Director of the
Lubar Institute for the Study of the Abra-
hamic Religions, as our 2013 Swarsensky
Scholar-in-Residence. Professor Cohen
will give two talks at Temple for the
Swarsensky Weekend.

Friday, Nov. 8
6pm Shabbat Dinner, Reservations
Required; 7:30pm Shabbat Services,
talk by Professor Cohen: “Stairway to
Heaven”

Welcome in Shabbat with Professor
Cohen at dinner & services. Please visit
http://www.templebethelmadison.org/
rsvp to register to join us for dinner by
Friday, November 1, 2013. Chicken or
vegetarian entrée options. $15 for ages 13
and over, $10 for ages 4-12, and $5 for
ages 3 and under.

Sunday, Nov. 10
9:45am Brunch & Keynote: “Jewish
Identity in Interfaith America”

While there is no charge for the
brunch, we ask that if you plan on attend-
ing, that you RSVP at http://www.temple-
bethelmadison.org/rsvp no later than
Friday, Nov. 1,  to assure space.

In the mid-twentieth-century United
States, the term “Judeo-Christian” came
to signal Jews’ acceptance into main-
stream American culture, though some
Jews attacked for, among other things,
homogenizing Judaism and Christianity.
In the early twenty-first century, it seems
problematic for additional reasons, in-
cluding its omission of Islam as a religion
with important theological and historical
ties to its predecessor monotheisms. To
what degree should Judaism, Christianity
and Islam now be considered elements of
the “Abrahamic tradition,” and what
might such consideration mean for un-
derstanding contemporary American re-
ligious culture? 

Israeli Film Series
Tuesdays: Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21
Front Doors open at 7pm; Movie at
7:15pm; Discussion to follow. 

Free and open to all. Enjoy popcorn,
Bamba, coffee, hot chocolate, schmooz-

ing, and a lively discussion following the
film! Brought to you by the Temple Beth
El Kesher Israel Committee.

Nov. 19 – Forever Scared (Documen-
tary)

Sayed Kashua is a talented and ambi-
tious writer with a top-rated television
comedy series. Sayed is a Palestinian Is-
raeli – “a walking, talking oxymoron”.
This documentary explores the situation
and emotions of a man who feels himself
both allied to and alienated from two sep-
arate states of being. (52 minutes)

Dec. 17 – Inside Jerusalem: Identity
and the Ancient Past (Documentary)

“Travel back in time on this journey
to visit ancient Jerusalem with world
class archeologists and biblical scholars
who present the facts of history.  Hosted
and narrated by Israeli model and actress
Shani Atias....” (45 minutes) 

Jan. 21 – Sallah Shabati (Comedy)
This sharp, often hilarious satire be-

came the most successful film in Israeli
history. Sallah Shabati is about new im-
migrants to Israel and their difficulties as
settlers who have been flown from
Yemen to Israel during “Operation Magic
Carpet.”  (110 minutes) 

Latkes & Leftovers:
Thanksgiving Hanukkah
Shabbat Dinner
Friday, Nov. 29
5pm Dinner
6pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Come celebrate the 3rd night of
Hanukkah with your Temple family!
Bring your Thanksgiving leftovers (no
pork or shellfish, and no dairy and meat
in the same dish please) to share along
with your hanukkiah to light. Temple will
provide the latkes, toppings, some drinks
and dinnerware. $5 for an individual, $10
per couple/family. RSVP by November
22, 2013 at www.templebethelmadison.
org/rsvp or contact Aleeza, Program Di-
rector at program@templebethelmadi-
son.org.

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor
(20- & 30-Somethings)

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor is for the
Jewish 20- & 30-somethings community
in and around Madison. (Dor means
“generation” in Hebrew.)  We’re open to
all young adults and are organized
through Temple Beth El Madison
(http://www.templebethelmadison.org/

Potluck Shabbat Dinner
Friday, Nov. 1, 7pm
Private Home West Side, RSVP for
the address

Join Madison’s Jews' Next Dor for a
potluck Shabbat dinner! This event is at
a private home on the west side of Madi-
son, and its address will be released
closer to the event.

The host will provide challah & wine,
the cutlery and plates. Please bring a dish
to share, no pork or shellfish, please
avoid mixing dairy and meat in your dish.
If there is a particular thing you want to
share with us, please do; if you aren't sure
what to bring, please follow these sug-
gestions to help us get an even distribu-
tion of courses:

If your last name begins with A - G,
please bring an APPETIZER or DRINK

If your last name begins with H - M,
please bring a MAIN DISH 

If your last name begins with N - R,
please bring a SIDE/SALAD

If your last name begins with S - Z,
please bring a DESSERT

Please RSVP for the address and let us
know what you plan to bring to Aleeza at
program@templebethelmadison.org

We look forward to welcoming in
Shabbat with you!

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor
Meet & Greet Dinner –
Sa-Bai Thong
Thursday, Nov. 21
7pm-9pm
Sa-Bai Thong
6802 Odana Road, Madison

Join Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor for the
next installment of our Third Thursday
Meet & Greet!  Bring a friend and join
with us to meet, greet, and eat our way
through a tasty family-style Thai dinner.
We’re taking menu suggestions (no pork
or shellfish), so check out the restaurant's
menu at http://www.sabaithong.com and
let us know what you’d like to enjoy
when you RSVP to Aleeza at program@
templebethelmadison.org. Dinner will be
$20 or less per person; please bring cash
with you (small bills are appreciated).
Hungry and ready to mingle?  See you
there! Our Meet & Greet dinners take
place on the third Thursday of each
month at a different restaurant each time.

MaTTY (Grades 9-12)
For questions about MaTTY our High

School Youth Group, please contact
Naomi at matty@templebethelmadison.
org

Bagel Schmooze 
Sunday, Nov. 10
11:30am-12:15pm
Temple Beth El Youth Lounge

Come join MaTTY for delicious and
free bagels and cream cheese in the
MaTTY Lounge at 11:30am. All teens are
welcome to attend this event. If you are
a Sunday School staff teenager stop in
after work to have a nice break after all
of your hard work and relax with your
peers. 

Laser Tag & Hanukkah Party
Saturday, Nov. 16
6:30pm-9:30pm
Meet at Temple Beth El

MaTTY is celebrating Hanukkah in
style with laser tag and a delicious party.
The event is from 6:30pm-around
9:30pm. We will be leaving from Temple
Beth El and meeting in the MaTTY
lounge to do Havdallah before leaving
for the Laser Tag venue.

Gift Shop Hours
Sundays, Nov. 3, 10, 17, & 24, De-

cember 1, 8, & 15: 9:30am – 11:30am
Tuesday, Nov. 5: 10:30am – 2:30pm

[Food-A-Rama]
Wednesdays, Nov. 6, 13, & 20:

4:00pm – 6:00pm
Tuesdays, Nov. 26, Dec. 3: 11:00am –

1:00pm
Wednesdays, Nov. 27 [Chanukah Be-

gins], Dec. 4: 11:00am – 1:00pm

Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center

Congregation News
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Temple Beth El

“Quality Care , Compassionate Communication”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY

WWW.SONDELFAMILYVETERINARYCLINIC.COM
1848 WALDORF BLVD.  | MADISON  | 497-1392
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Congregation Shaarei Shamayim
Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish

Reconstructionist and Renewal congre-
gation, welcomes new and prospective
members, as well as visitors, to partici-
pate in our services, discussions, classes,
and celebrations. For more information
or to learn about events, please visit our
website at www.shamayim.org, email us
at office@shamayim.org, or call 608-
257-2944.  

What Makes a Jewish Service
Jewish?
Sunday, Nov. 3
9:50-11:30 a.m., Center for Families,
2120 Fordem Ave.

Join Judith Burstyn in an exploration
of Jewish prayer. We will examine the
traditional structures and rhythms of
daily, Shabbat and holiday prayers, and
discuss the role of communal and indi-
vidual prayer in our lives in a modern Re-
constructionist/Renewal context. We will
use resources from the book Making
Prayer Real, by Rabbi Michael Comins,
published by Jewish Lights. More infor-
mation about this book can be found at
www.makingprayerreal.com.

Weekend with Rabbi
Jeff Roth, Renowned
Meditation Teacher

Saturday, Nov. 9 (First Unitarian
Society) and Sunday, Nov. 10
(Center for Families)
Please call the office for the Saturday
evening location.

Shaarei Shamayim welcomes Rabbi
Jeff Roth for for our first special event
during Rabbi Laurie’s sabbatical. The
theme of the weekend is “Bringing cen-
tering and meditation to our Jewish prac-
tice and to our lives.” Rabbi Jeff will lead
us in services on Shabbat morning, No-
vember 9, at 9:30 a.m. at the First Uni-
tarian Society, 900 University Bay Drive,
followed by a potluck lunch and discus-
sion. In the evening we will gather in a
member’s home for Havdalah. On Sun-
day morning, November 10, Rabbi Jeff
will lead an adult education program be-
ginning at 9:50 a.m. at the Center for
Families, 2120 Fordem Avenue. Whether
you are curious about meditation or you
are an experienced practitioner, you are
welcome; no prior experience is needed.

Rabbi Jeff Roth is the author of Jewish
Meditation Practices for Everyday Life:
Awakening Your Heart, Connecting with
God. He is a well-known meditation
practitioner, teacher, and facilitator of
Jewish retreats. Rabbi Jeff is founder and
director of the Awakened Heart Project
for Contemplative Judaism, a co-leader
of the Jewish Mindfulness Teacher Train-
ing Program, and has facilitated over 90
Jewish meditation retreats. He is a co-
founder of Elat Chayyim, Center for Jew-
ish Spirituality, where he served as
Executive Director and Spiritual Director
for 13 years. He is affiliated with Aleph,
the Alliance for Jewish Renewal Com-
munities, of which Shaarei Shamayim is
a member community. For more informa-
tion about Rabbi Jeff Roth's work see
www.awakenedheartproject.org

Social Action Shabbat
Potluck
Friday, Nov. 15
Location – in a private home; please
call the office for location

We will gather at 6:00 p.m. and have
a brief Shabbat service at 6:15 p.m.  We
will have a vegetarian potluck dinner at
6:45 p.m. and a discussion at 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat B’Yachad –
Intergenerational Shabbat
Service
Saturday, Nov. 23
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., First Unitarian
Society, 900 University Bay Drive 

Join us for a musical Shabbat with our
beloved song leaders, Aviv and Anna.
We will celebrate Shabbat as an intergen-
erational community and then share kid-
dush lunch together.  This is a great way
to check out our Bet Sefer program.

Special Presentation by
Phillip Ratner, Renowned
Artist of Judaica: “An Ark of
Possibilities”
Sunday, Dec. 1
1:00 p.m., Lakeside Street Coffee
House, 402 West Lakeside Street

Phillip Ratner, father of CSS members
Sari Ratner Judge and Jennifer Ratner
Rosenhagen, will be presenting his vision
for a new ark for our community. 

Ratner is a distinguished artist of Ju-
daic sculpture, painting, etched glass,

tapestry and numerous other mediums.
As founder of the Ratner Bible Museum
in suburban Washington, D.C., he has de-
veloped over 250 works on the bible, as
well as designed arks and synagogue in-
teriors for many U.S. congregations and

those abroad. In addition, Ratner has
completed numerous public and private
commissions, including work at the
Statue of Liberty national park, the Ellis
Island Museum and the U.S. Supreme
Court.

An Introduction to
Judaism Class Taught by
Madison’s Rabbis and
Educators

Once again, Madison’s synagogues –
Beth Israel Center, Congregation Shaarei
Shamayim and Temple Beth El – will offer
a sixteen-session “Introduction to Ju-
daism” course on Thursday nights this
coming winter and spring.   Coordinated
by Rabbis Ben-Gideon, Biatch, and Zim-
merman, and taught by local rabbis and ed-
ucators, the course includes the basics of
Jewish thought and practice, and provides
a mix of study, discussion and practical ex-
periences designed for three kinds of peo-
ple: Jews hoping to re-acquaint themselves
with their tradition, non-Jews interested in
exploring Jewish life and considering con-
version, and anyone interested in under-
standing Judaism on an adult level.

The course will begin January 16, and

will run consecutive Thursday nights (ex-
cept the week of Passover) through the
middle of May.  The course will take place
at Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive,
Madison.

Session topics include Shabbat and its
importance, Jewish holidays, the Jewish
life cycle, theology and prayer, Israel, his-
tory and contemporary Jewish issues.

A minimum of 10 students will be re-
quired for the course.  Registration is due
no later than January 9.  Tuition for this
sixteen-week class is as follows:  Members
of a Madison synagogue: $100 per person,
$175 per couple.  Non-members: $150 per
person, $250 per couple. Undergrad or
Graduate students: $50. This price includes
the price of handouts, but not the cost of
textbooks, which will be purchased inde-
pendently.  Scholarships are available.  For
more information and an application for
registration, call Rabbi Jonathan Biatch at
Temple Beth El, 608-238-3123.

Curious About Judaism?
Get Yourself an Introduction!

Certified organic CSA produce from your local Jewish farm

CSA  Produce
Restaurant
Wholesale

Weddings
Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Simchas

We wish you a very happy Chanukah!

www.primrosevalleyfarm.com

 Chag Chanukah Sameach!
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Beth Israel Center
Beth Israel Center is pleased to wel-

come Joey Weisenberg for three Shabba-
tot in the coming year. Joey is the
Creative Director of the recently-founded
Hadar Center for Communal Jewish
Music in New York City, and is the au-
thor of Building Singing Communities, a
Practical Guide to Unlocking the Power
of Music in Jewish Prayer.  Joey visits
synagogues and communities around the
country as a "musician-in-residence" and
teaches his popular 'Spontaneous Jewish
Choir' workshops.

Joey's first visit to Beth Israel Center
will center on Shabbat, November 8 and
9. All are welcome to participate in this
special Shabbat experience.

Friday Evening, Nov. 8
Joey will lead Kabbalat Shabbat serv-

ices, starting at 5:45pm. After services,
we will enjoy a Persian Shabbat dinner,
catered by Layla's. Reservations are re-
quired for dinner. The cost is $18 per
adult,  $15 for children ages 5-12, $5 for
children under 5 who will have their own
plate. Beth Israel members may have the
charges put on their account. Payment in
advance will secure reservations for non-
members.

After dinner, we'll experience together
an inspirational tisch, which literally
means table in Yiddish. We will sit
around our tables and share niggunim
(songs), a d'var Torah or two, and perhaps
a relaxing beverage. Donated bottles are
more than welcome. Address kashrut
questions to Rabbi Ben-Gideon, and
please bring bottles to Beth Israel before
noon on Friday.

Saturday Morning, Nov. 9

Joey will teach about his work during
Shabbat morning services. He will also
demonstrate what it means to unlock the
power of music in Jewish prayer as he
leads what promises to be an inspirational
Musaf service. Come for services and

stay for lunch. No reservations necessary.
Services start at 9:30am.

Saturday Afternoon/Evening,
Nov. 9

After the afternoon Mincha service,
which starts at 4:00, the Shabbaton con-
tinues with a seudat shlishit (third meal)
and singing until it's time to daven
Ma'ariv, around 5:25, followed by Hav-
dalah. After Havdalah, all are welcome to
hold onto the joy of Shabbat just a bit
longer during a song-filled melava
malka.

There is no cost or reservation re-
quired for the seudat shlishit and/or
melava malka, but if you are planning to
attend, please drop us a line by Nov. 1 (at
office@bethisraelcenter.org) so we can
estimate crowd size.

~~~

In addition to our special Shabbat with
Joey Weisenberg, Beth Israel Center of-
fers ongoing dynamic educational pro-
gramming and ruach-filled services.

All are welcome to Beth Israel’s:
• Monday night Yiddish class with

Sylvia Grunes
• Tuesday night Beit Midrash, led by

Lily Nagy-Deak, Rabbi Rebecca Ben-
Gideon, and other scholars and rabbis
from around the community

• Thursday morning Talmud class
with Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon

• Thursday evening Hebrew class with
Anna Heifetz

• Kabbalat Shabbat services Friday
evening at 5:45

• Shabbat morning children’s services
for preschoolers and elementary school-
aged children starting at 10:30 nearly
every Saturday

• Traditional egalitarian Shabbat
morning services followed by a Kiddush
lunch every week.

Visit www.bethisraelcenter.org or call
the office (608-256-7763) for schedule
additions and updates.



LOS ANGELES (JTA) — If the Pil-
grims are lighting menorahs and the
Maccabees are chasing turkeys, it must
be Thanksgivukkah, as some have come
to call the confluence of Thanksgiving
and Hanukkah that will happen this year
on Nov. 28.

It’s a rare event, one that won’t occur
again until 2070 and then in 2165. Be-
yond that, because the Jewish lunisolar
(lunar with solar adjustments) calendar

is very slowly getting out of sync with
the solar calendar, the Hanukkah-
Thanksgiving confluence won’t happen
again by one calculation until the year
79811 — when turkeys presumably will
be smart enough to read calendars and
vacation in space that month.

How do we celebrate this rare holiday
alignment? Do we stick candles in the
turkey and stuff the horns of plenty with
gelt? Put payes on the Pilgrims? What
about starting by wishing each other
“gobble tov” and then changing the

words to a favorite Hanukkah melody:
“I cooked a little turkey,
Just like I’m Bobby Flay,
And when it’s sliced and ready,
I’ll fress the day away.”
The holiday mash-up has its limits.

We know the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Parade will not end with a float carrying
a Maccabee. But it has created opportu-
nities as well: Raise your hand if you
plan to wait until the post-Thanksgiving
Day sales for your Hanukkah shopping.

Ritually, just as we’ve figured out
that we add candles to our menorahs
from right to left and light them from left
to right, a new question looms this year:
Should we slice the turkey before or
after?

For our household, the dreidel-wish-
bone overlap means that our son at col-
lege who always comes home for
Thanksgiving will be home to light the
family hanukkiyah, too.

“I think it’s wonderful,” said Dr. Ron
Wolfson, whose book “Relational Ju-
daism” (Jewish Lights Publishing)

speaks to how our communal relation-
ships — how we listen and welcome —
can make our Jewish communities more
meaningful. “This year is about bringing
friends and family together.”

Wolfson, also the author of “The
Hanukkah Family Guide to Spiritual
Celebration,” said in a recent interview
that this year’s calendrical collision was
a way to enhance “Thanksgiving beyond
football and a big meal.”

In our land of commercial plenty, the
confluence certainly has served up a
feast of merchandise. There are T-shirts
saying “8 Days of Light, Liberty &
Latkes” and a coffee mug picturing a
turkey with nine burning tail feathers.
And then there’s the ceramic menorah in
the shape of a turkey — a Menurkey,
created by 9-year-old Asher Weintraub
of New York.

But being more of a do-it-yourselfer,
I recycled an old sukkah decoration to
create my own Thankgivukkkah center-
piece — the cornukiyah.
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Come see our wide selection of menorahs
and candles, dreidels, Hanukkah gelt
and gifts for the whole family!

www.orangetreeimports.com

Open Daily
Mon.-Fri. 10-8:00;

Sat. 10-5:30; Sun. 12-4

Orange Tree Imports
1721 Monroe Street
Madison, WI 53711

608-255-8211

L’SHANA TOVA!
May your home be blessed through the coming year.

Professional Service for all your real estate needs!

Sue Goldstein, CRS, GRI, SRES

276-5203  •  goldstes@firstweber.com

Professional Service for all your real estate needs!

May the lights shine brightly in
your home this holiday season.

Happy Hanukkah!

Celebrate
Hanukkah

THE
TRADITIONS

OF

611 NORTH SHERMAN AVENUE  | MADISON  | 608-663-5500

• Challah, Corn Tzitzel Rye, Bialy, Rugelach
• Beef Brisket, Matzo Ball Soup, Hummus and Lox
• Breakfast and Lunch, Bakery and More

HAPPY HANUKKAH

Come eat and schmooze, schmooze and eat

www.mannacafe.com

Nourish your soul

www.imperialgarden.com
2039 ALLEN BLVD., MIDDLETON • 238-6445 Corner of University Ave. & Allen Blvd.

Lunch
Cocktails
Carry Outs
Meeting Rooms
Parties & Celebrations

Dinner
Catering

Gift Certificates Available

✥

✥

✥

✥

✥

✥

✥

Happy Hanukkah!

Pass the Cranberry Latkes: When Holidays Collide
BY EDMON J. RODMAN

(Continued on page 13)



For the holiday cook trying to blend
the two holidays’ flavors, there’s a recipe
that calls for turkeys brined in Manis-
chewitz, and I found another for cran-
berry latkes. But what about a
replacement for the now infamous
Frankenstein of Thanksgiving cuisine,
the turducken? How about a “turchitke,”
a latke inside of a chicken inside of a
turkey?

For Wolfson, who has largely ignored
the merch and wordplay, this year sim-
ply is an opportunity to change the
script. At his Thanksgiving dinner, he is
going combine Chanukah ritual with
holiday elements found on Freedoms-
Feast.us, a website that uses American

holidays to pass on “stories, values and
behaviors.”

Searching the site, I found a “Thanks-
giving Service for Interfaith Gatherings”
by Rabbi Jack Moline that includes a
reading that also could work for
Hanukkah — a holiday of religious free-
dom — as it celebrates many of the oc-
cupations that “we can do when we are
free,” including activists, writers, artists,
entrepreneurs, even journalists.

For our own celebrations Wolfson, a
Fingerhut professor of education at
American Jewish University, wants us to
consider the similarities of the stories at
the heart of each holiday.

“The Pilgrims were escaping reli-

gious persecution in Europe. They did
not want to be assimilated,” Wolfson
said, adding that “the Maccabees were
fighting against Hellenization,” another
form of assimilation.

Counter to the usual “December
dilemma” for the intermarried — whose

numbers have increased to 58 percent
since 2005, according to the recent Pew
study — Wolfson noted the “opportuni-
ties and challenges” presented this year
by Hanukkah and Christmas not coincid-
ing.
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Shop for your Chanukah favorites at

Enjoy the        Celebration!

• Top Producing Madison and Dane County Agent
• Accredited Senior Real Estate Specialist
• 20 Years Experience
• Exclusive Buyer Agency/
  Exclusive Seller Agency
• Residential Resale, Homes,
  Condos, New Construction,
  Waterfront Property
• UW Madison Alum

Restaino & Associates Realtors
2945 Monroe Street, Madison • 608-695-4068

SSchwartz@restainohomes.com • www.SteveSchwartzrealestate.com

Steve Schwartz
ABR, CPS, SRES

Experience. Integrity. Results.

Wishing you a wonderful Chanukah
and Thanksgiving celebration, and

Best Wishes in the coming New Year!

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON, WI 53713
608-277-9111   •    Fax: 608-277-9666

Proud supplier of Camp Shalom
T-shirts and accessories since 1974!

Happy Hanukkah!

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

(Continued on page 14)

Holidays Continued from page 12



“We usually feel the tension between
the two holidays,” he said. “This year we
can feel the compatibility of the two.”

The early Hanukkah will help people
to appreciate its “cultural integrity,” said
Wolfson, adding that he “would not be

surprised by a spike in candle lighting
this year.”

But for others in the Jewish commu-
nity, the pushing together of the Festival
of Lights with Turkey Day has forced
other changes, some unwanted.

Rabbi Steven Silver of Temple Meno-
rah in Redondo Beach, Calif., is cancel-
ing his temple’s traditional Friday night
Hanukkah dinner.

“That holiday weekend will be vaca-
tion time, people will be out visiting
family and friends,” he said. “The rabbis
won’t have anyone in front of them that
weekend, and that’s a problem.”

Yet Silver also has found the conflu-
ence has presented an opportunity.

The day before Hanukkah, his con-
gregation is planning to attend an inter-
faith Thanksgiving service at a Catholic
church.

“There will between 800 and 900 in
attendance, from Buddhists to Sikhs, and
three Jewish congregations” Silver said.
“We are planning to bring a 6-foot-high
wooden menorah and symbolically light
it.”

The holidays overlapping, he said,
“are giving us an opportunity to show
the miracle.”

Read more: http://www.jta.org/2013/
10/23/jewish-holidays/pass-the-cran-
berry-latkes-when-holidays-collide#
ixzz2iviwbLIH
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J. Wexler Law S.C.

Legal solutions for families in transition

Janice K. Wexler 
Attorney At Law

                     info@jwexlerlaw.com
                 www.jwexlerlaw.com

6702 Stonefield Road, Middleton, WI 53562
Phone 608-203-6365    Fax 608-234-5960

      Cohabitation Agreements / Premarital Agreements
        Grandparents’ Rights / Paternity / Child Custody
Child Support / Alimony / Maintenance / Children’s Rights
       Post Judgement Modifications / Domestic Abuse

    Happy Hannukah!

Divorce and legal separation are difficult enough without
destructive, expensive court battles.  There is a better way.

At J. Wexler Law, we use the collaborative model to find legal
solutions for families in transition. It is a better approach for
people who have been in significant relationships, especially
when children are involved, because it allows people to continue
to have a relationship after the formality is over. It is the least 
confrontational way to get the best outcome.

We apply the same principles to the other areas of family
law we practice.

1075 Water Street, Prairie du Sac
643-8565 • www.milwaukeevalve.com

Happy Hanukkah from

Sherry Lessing • 608-828-5115
First Weber’s “Top” Realtor

Your relocation specialist. Whether you’re moving
into, out of, or just around town.

lessings@firstweber.com • www.sherrylessing.com

Wishing everyone a
Happy Hanukkah and a
Happy Thanksgiving!

www.cressfuneralservice.com

WEST
3610 Speedway Road • 238-3434

MIDDLETON
6021 University Avenue • 238-8406

EAST
3325 E. Washington Avenue • 249-6666

SUN PRAIRIE
1310 Emerald Terrace • 837-9054

STOUGHTON
206 W. Prospect • 873-9244

McFARLAND
5801 Hwy. 51 • 838-0655

DEERFIELD
201 Blue Street • 764-5369

WAUNAKEE
5785 Hwy. Q • 849-4513

Wishing you and
your loved ones

peace and harmony
on the occasion of

Hanukkah!

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday – Saturday
3742 Speedway Rd., Madison • 608-233-7192

Sara Ben-Ami, proprietor
www.fit2eatmadison.com • www.b-tayavon.com

B’Tayavon!
Catering

Healthy, tasty food options for busy people ...
dine in or take out

Happy Hanukkah!

Serving the Madison Jewish Community since 1994

Holidays Continued from page 13
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Official Partner

Here’s an easy way to make a charitable gift that costs you nothing today:
Include a bequest to the Jewish Federation of Madison in your will

By simply including this one sentence in your will, you can enrich our community
and help those facing hardship around the world for generations to come:

I give $_______ [or____% of my residuary estate] to the Jewish Federation of Madison, Wisconsin.

                     If you already have a will, you can easily add this charitable bequest with a supplement, 
                     called a codicil. 

                     If you need to make major changes to your will, you can include this charitable bequest 
                     in your updated document. 

                     If you don’t have a will, now’s the time to make one to ensure your assets are distributed 
                     according to your wishes, not by strict state intestacy laws. And if you have minor children, 
                     a will is essential to ensure that they’re cared for by someone you choose, not by a court 
                     appointed guardian.

For more details about how to leave a bequest, please contact
Dina Weinbach, Executive Director, dina@jewishmadison.org; or call 608-278-1808.
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Jewish Federation of Madison is part of the Jewish Federations of North America, a worldwide humanitarian
network that serves millions of Jews and non-Jews everyday around the world.

For our children
    Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
    Camp Shalom
    Chug Ivrit/After-School Hebrew Club
    The Madison Jewish Community Day School
    Midrasha Hebrew High School

For our college students
    Hillel at the University of Wisconsin
    Taglit-Birthright Israel
    Chabad at the University of Wisconsin

For our individuals & families
    Jewish Social Services
    Jewish Education Teacher Training 
    Jewish family educational and social programs

For our local community
    The Irwin A. & Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community Campus
    The Goodman Aquatic Center
    The Minkoff Center
    Madison Jewish News monthly newspaper
    Community Shaliach/Israel Program Specialist
    Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe
    Yom Hashoah Annual Holocaust Memorial Program
    Yom Ha’Atzmaut Israel Independence Day Annual Celebration
    Hava Nagila Annual Community Picnic
    Wisconsin Jewish Conference
    Community Relations Committee

For our national community
    Anti-Defamation League
    Association of Jewish Family & Children’s Agencies
    Hillel Foundation for Jewish Campus Life
    Jewish Council for Public Affairs
    Jewish Labor Committee

For our worldwide community
    Jewish Agency for Israel
    America Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
    Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
    Jewish Telegraphic Agency

Please consider joining one of our leadership donor societies
Nevi'im (Prophet) Society ...........................................$50,000+
Theodor Herzl Society ...............................$36,000 to $49,999
King David Society ....................................$25,000 to $35,999
Maimonides Society ..................................$10,000 to $24,999
Chai (Life) Club ............................................$5,000  to $9,999
Moreshet (Heritage) Society ..........................$2,500  to $4,999
Shofar (Ram’s Horn) Society ..........................$1,000  to $2,499
Magen David (Shield of David) Society ................$500 to $999
Kehilla (Community) Club ....................................$250 to $499
Bonim (Builders) ..................................................$100 to $249
Chaverim (Friends) ..................................................$18 to $99

Tzedakah means righteous giving in Hebrew. Performing the mitzvah of tzedakah is one of the central pillars of Jewish tradition.
In Judaism, tzedakah is much more than an act of generosity; it’s an obligation and is part of seeking a just world. Your

contribution helps support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs, as well as rescue, relief, and development
programs in Israel and 70 other countries, including the Former Soviet Union, Eastern and Central Europe, Latin America, and Africa.

How your contribution to the
Tzedakah Campaign makes a

difference here and around the world...

Four easy ways to contribute:

1. Visit jewishmadison.org

2. Offer your pledge when a 
   volunteer calls you

3. Send in the form below or 
   the form you receive in 
   the mail

4. Call the Federation
   office at 608-278-1808

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

JewishMadison.org               

      Jewish-Federation-of-Madison     

@JewishMadison

TZEDAKAH CAMPAIGN PLEDGE FORM

I/We pledge $ ________________________ to the 2013 Tzedakah Campaign

Name

Address City State Zip

Home Phone Email

Signature Date

❏ Will donate online at jewishmadison.org ❏ Send bill ❏ Check enclosed

Charge my credit card: ❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard ❏ American Express ❏ Charge my credit card monthly

CC Number: Code: Expires:

❏ I want to contribute an additional fully deductible credit card convenience fee of 2.5%

We hope you’ll agree to be included in our donor appreciation listing along with almost all our donors. We list names by category, as detailed above. Your listing will serve as an
inspiration to others to help build our community and those facing hardship here and around the world.  If you prefer NOT to be listed, please check this box ❏

6434 Enterprise Lane
Madison, WI 53719
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Camp Shalom is turning
in 2014!60 If you would like to be involved in helping

to plan the 60th summer celebration,
please contact Ellen Weismer,
program@jewishmadison.org

For information on Summer 2014, contact us:   
osrui@urj.org    847-509-0990
Register Now at www.osrui.org

A summer of fun.

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union 
Institute, the Reform Movement‘s 
camp in Wisconsin, offers a unique 
environment for campers in grades 
2-12.  We combine creative and 
innovative Jewish experiences with 
all the fun of 

summer camp - swimming, sports, 
drama, dance, archery, visual arts, 
horseback riding, waterskiing,  
campfires, photography, the 
Alpine Tower, boating, biking, 
camping trips, and, most 
importantly, lifelong friendships.

Prospective Camper
Family Tour at OSRUI!! 
Sunday, November 17

1:30 p.m.
Email us to make 

a reservation

A lifetime of friends.

OSRUI

-  

 -

 

 

 
 

 
- -  

-  

“The values that are lived daily are outstanding and
the children have a wonderful summer in so many ways.”

~Camp Parent

Time to start thinking about your
summer plans already! Please visit

www.JewishMadison.org for
information on youth summer camps

and organized trips to Israel.

Virtual Camp
and

Israel Fair

SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
B’nai B’rith Beber Camp • Camp Chi
Camp Interlaken • Camp Moshava

Camp Ramah • Camp Young Judaea Midwest
Habonim-Dror Camp Tavor • Herzl Camp

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute

SUMMER TRAVEL PROGRAMS
Amirim • NFTY Summer Trip

Taglit-Birthright Israel • Tzofim Chetz V’Keshet
WUJS Hadassah Israel • Year Course

Young Judea Summer Programs



On Wednesday, November 20th at 7
p.m., Professor R. Alta Charo,  Warren P.
Knowles Professor of Law and Bioethics,
and Professor Jordan Rosenbloom, Pro-
fessor of Hebrew and Semitic Studies,
will engage in a tongue-in-cheek debate
regarding the relative merits of the latke
and the hamantash at UW Hillel, The
Barbara Hochberg Center for Jewish Stu-
dent Life, 611 Langdon Street. Who will
ultimately win the debate? It is up for
grabs. 

The Latke-Hamantash debate origi-
nated in 1946 at the University of
Chicago as an opportunity for serious ac-
ademics to have silly, humorous fun. The
debate celebrates Jewish culture during
the dark, cold winter months. UW-Madi-
son has hosted a couple of Latke-Haman-
tash debates over the years. The event is
co-sponsored by Mosse/Weinstein Center
for Jewish Studies and the Jewish Law
Students Association.

Professor Alta Charo, arguing for the
latke, is already preparing for this rigor-
ous debate. In a recent interview, she
stated that her strategy is to focus on the

latke in popular culture. She is already
trying out her arguments to see which
will stick. For instance: “While haman-
tashen are perfectly fine Hufflepuffs, the
latke is pure Gryffindor.” And “Tevye
didn’t sing ‘If I were a Hamentash.’ He
sang ‘If I were a Latke.’”

Jordan Rosenbloom is also deep into
research for his side of the debate. “I
have been reading up on the arguments
made in previous debates. Many partici-
pants riff off of their favored foodstuff
and use them to make larger claims about
the world. However, they tend to ap-
proach these dainties from their discipli-
nary approaches and thus only consider
the food obliquely.  I will analyze these
foods from the lens of food history.
Which one is old, venerable, and deli-
cious, and which one, while tasty, is an
oily pretender to the throne?”

After the serious debate between R.
Alta Charo and Jordan Rosenbloom, par-
ticipants will enjoy tasty latkes and
hamantashen in a post-debate reception.
Reception tickets will cost $5. May the
best food win!

Fall Highlights 
The fall semester at UW Hillel started

on a very busy note. The second day of
the semester was Rosh Hashanah! Hillel
staff squeezed Welcome Week events
into a short week, instead of stretching
into the second week of school. Welcome
Week began with the Welcome Back
BBQ. Hundreds of students visited the
rooftop basketball court of the Hillel
building where they enjoyed delicious
kosher burgers and hot dogs while check-
ing out the organization fair. Other Wel-
come Week activities included a 3 on 3
basketball tournament in partnership with
the Statesider dorm, Shabbat dinner, and
Bagels on Bascom, where students
picked up a bagel on their way to their
first class thanks to a donation from
Bagels Forever. 

The fall continued on a busy note,
with High Holiday services, meals and

celebrations as well as the launch of
student organizations and internships.
Rabbi Rebecca Ben-Gideon and Rabbi
Andrea Steinberger led beautiful Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur Services.
Ask Big Questions, a Hillel organiza-
tion that brings soulful, reflective con-
versation to campus, facilitated a
conversation during Yom Kippur that
brought in students not otherwise ob-
serving Yom Kippur. 

We celebrated Sukkot with a very
popular grilled cheese and tomato soup
event. Staff and Faculty joined Hillel
staff for a Sukkot reception. And later
in the holiday, students competed in
Masterchef: Hummus Edition. Our hol-
iday season ended on a high note with
a popular Simchat Torah celebration
where students rolled their own sushi.
We look forward to more terrific events
this semester.
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On Wednesday, November 13, the
Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish Stud-
ies and UW Hillel will present the docu-
mentary Refuge: Stories of the Selfhelp
Home. The award-winning film traces the
lives of six residents of the Selfhelp Home
in Chicago, which began as a service or-
ganization for Jewish immigrants.  It is
now a home for the elderly where Jewish
community thrives. The film’s director,
Ethan Bensinger, will attend the screening
and lead a discussion with the audience
after the film.

The project developed out of
Bensinger’s interest in the stories of the
residents he met while visiting the Self-
help Home, where his grandmother was a
resident and his mother was an occupa-
tional therapist. He realized that the resi-
dents had extraordinarily important stories
that should be recorded: “I met residents
who personally experienced Kristallnacht,
the Kindertransport, the haven in Shang-
hai, and hiding in France. I saw that here
was a history that had to be memorialized
and shared.” He began recording inter-
views with 30 of the residents who had
been victims of Nazi persecution; this ex-
perience led Bensinger to develop several
of the interviews, as well as interviews
with three of the home’s founders, into a
film. 

The Selfhelp Home offered Bensinger
a unique environment in which to film:
originally named in German, the Selbst
Hilfe organization began in the 1930’s in
Chicago to provide services to Austrian
and German Jewish immigrants. These

services, Bensinger notes, included every-
thing from “finding a sitter for a baby to
helping its parents find work, to English
lessons and housing assistance. Those
early years set a pattern for later years in
that these Central European Jews who had
come to Chicago wanted to care for them-
selves; they did not seek charity, govern-
ment assistance or help from the more
established Jewish organizations such as
the Federation. Perhaps it was their Ger-
man upbringing of self-sufficiency that led
to the idea of ‘self-help,’ or perhaps it was
a mistrust in government based on their re-
cent post-1933 experiences.”

In 1951, the organization refocused its
efforts to become a residential facility for
elderly refugees when it purchased a
building on Chicago’s South Side. The
first residents came to Chicago with their
children, but were isolated because of lan-
guage barriers and the fact that their chil-
dren went out into the workforce. “It
became evident to the children that a home
was needed which would provide social-
ization and long term care as their parents
aged,” Bensinger says. “At Selfhelp, they
were able to speak German with the staff;
the food and surroundings were very
much like the environment they left in Eu-
rope and provided them with a sense of
gemütlichkeit (comfort).”

Refuge: Stories of the Selfhelp Home
will be shown at UW Hillel at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 13, 2013. The
screening, which is jointly sponsored by
the Center for Jewish Studies and UW Hil-
lel, is free and open to the public. For more
information, please contact the Center for
Jewish Studies at events-lectures@cjs.
wisc.edu, or 608-890-3572.

BY ALLISON BLOOM

Film Screening to Explore
Personal Stories of Survivors

The History of Wisconsin’s
Yiddish Past is in Your Closet...

…or under your bed. 
…in your family photo album. 
…or maybe just a cherished memory. 

Whatever it is, the Mayrent Institute
would like you to share it.

The UW-Madison Mayrent Institute for
Yiddish Culture—sponsor of A Biselle
KlezKamp, the popular one-day Ashke-
naz-immersion experience—is embarking
on a multi-year search to reveal the hidden
story of Wisconsin’s Yiddish heritage.

“Viskonsin! Tales From Yiddish Wis-
consin” looks to gather recollections,
recipes, photographs, recordings, home
movies, and more to create a picture of
Yiddish culture in Badgerland. 

A number of great projects document
the history of Jewish Wisconsin: books
such as One People, Many Paths: A His-
tory of Jewish Milwaukee by John Gurda
and Lee Shai Weissbach’s Jewish Life in
Small Town America,  as well as the 2008
public television documentary Chosen
Towns: The Story of Jews in Wisconsin’s
Small Communities. While these histories
relate Yiddish experience as a small part of
a much larger and longer scope, Viskonsin!
seeks to dig deeper to truly focus on Mid-
western Yiddish culture. That Yiddish
story is waiting to be found and retold. It
might be buried in the columns of cracked
old Yiddish newsprint now found only on
archival microfilm, in yellowed letters
written in tiny Yiddish handscript tucked
in amongst forgotten books in the attic, or
even in an oft-repeated anecdote by a
beloved elder relative. These individual
stories make up small parts of a large and
varied mosaic of Yiddish life and lore that
happened not all that long ago.

Our first step is to reach out to you—
the community—and ask for your help.
Did you have family members in the
Workmen’s Circle? Do you have pictures,
publications, or recordings from then?
What about amateur theatrical groups that
presented Yiddish plays? Do you have
photos, programs, or scripts? 

Perhaps your or your parents’—or even
grandparents’—wedding albums are
around. Those photos can be rich in infor-
mation about the time and the customs
practiced in the community. If we’re lucky

there’ll be a great picture or two of the mu-
sicians playing! Some people even saved
sound recordings or home movies of their
weddings or bar mitzvahs. What a treasure
trove THOSE are!

Real history, rich with details, emerges
when we join the results from this kind of
intensive outreach and fieldwork to the
dedicated scholarship of cultural historians
digging through period newspapers, offi-
cial records, and documentation.

Collecting stories and artifacts of Yid-
dish life from around Wisconsin is one
facet of a larger-scale Mayrent Institute
project. We’re also planning a February
27-28, 2014 conference on the subject.
(Some may have already experienced
glimmers of Viskonsin! during Henry
Sapoznik’s class on Yiddish radio at A
Biselle KlezKamp. There were at least five
stations that carried Jewish programs start-
ing in 1928. Three were in Milwaukee, and
one each in Marinette and Eau Claire.) 

Though the program is still in develop-
ment, in addition to Henry Sapoznik, we
have several scholars already set to join us,
including Jonathan Pollack, on small town
Wisconsin Yiddish life; Tim Crain, who is
currently teaching a course on Jewish Wis-
consin at UW-Madison; and Mark
Louden, talking about Milwaukee’s
weekly Yiddish paper the Milvoker Vochn-
blatt. We’re also expecting to have presen-
tations about Midwestern Yiddish archival
resources, and a local oral history compo-
nent!

We’re tremendously excited about this
project, but it can really only happen with
your help. Tell your friends and neighbors.
Call relatives around the country who
moved from Wisconsin and may have me-
mentos or memories that would help us.
Talk to those with whom you meet regu-
larly at the Federation, synagogue, or cof-
fee shop.

This project honors those who came
before us and leaves a legacy for the next
generation, so be in contact! Call us at
608.890.4818, find us by email at
info@mayrentinstitute.wisc.edu, or drop
us a line in the mail: Mayrent Institute for
Yiddish Culture, 432 East Campus Mall,
Madison WI 53706.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Loads of Laughs at UW Hillel
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This year, the students at Madison
Jewish Community Day School are learn-
ing about the “natural” side of music.
Once a week, teacher Kenny Lyons uses
his guitar and wonderful singing voice to
guide the students in lessons about how to
find the emotions in music, and how to
use your ears to learn new songs. He
hopes to instill in the children an appreci-
ation for rhythms in song and dance and,
above all, the joy in singing.

This is a job that seems custom-made
for Kenny, who is a voice major at UW-
Madison. He acknowledges that "music
was one of, and perhaps the most impor-
tant aspect of my Jewish upbringing," and
he now seeks to share that passion with
children and young adults in Jewish
schools and youth programs. A Madison
native, Kenny has been a member of
Temple Beth El since he was 5 years old.
Now he works at Temple Beth El in mul-

tiple musical roles, was a guest soloist at
high holiday services, and is a member of
the choir. During the summers Kenny is
busy at Camp Interlaken, serving as song
leader and counselor.

Last week, MJCDS students were
busy singing their names to a rhythmic
beat. Kenny also taught them about the
concept of dynamics: whether music is
loud or soft. “It did not come as a big sur-
prise that their favorite dynamic was
‘forte’ (loud!) music,” he remarked.

Kenny recently introduced the song
“Modeh Ani” to the group (based on a
prayer of gratitude that is traditionally re-
cited each morning). During the morning
assembly that starts each school day, the
students now ask to sing the version “that
Kenny taught us.” 

The teachers recognized right away
that Kenny brings something special to

the classroom. “He has a great rapport
with the kids,” says teacher Marla Becker,
“and the kids really look forward to his
lessons. They warmed to him right away.”

This year’s music curriculum is an im-
portant piece of the larger picture of the
MJCDS education, with its emphasis on
teaching to the whole child, encouraging
creative and participatory learning. The
sounds of students singing new songs and
connecting with each other through music
will be filling the classrooms and hall-
ways at MJCDS, adding another way for
students to explore Jewish life and learn-
ing. 

MJCDS is a K-5 Jewish day school
serving all branches of Madison’s Jewish
community. For more information visit:
www.madisonjewishdayschool.com or
email: info@madisonjewishdayschool.
com.

Music Inspires MJCDS Students

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Nov. 17, 1-3 pm

1406 Mound Street

MJCDS is a K-5 elementary school offering an excellent private 

school experience and a rich grounding in Jewish heritage and 

Hebrew language. 

Join us at our Open House. The whole family is invited to 

explore our learning spaces and meet our teachers and staff.

Students at MJCDS learn how to find the emotions in music.

Why We Love Camp Gan Israel

I have sent my two daughters to
Camp Gan Israel in Madison on three
different occasions.  Being raised Con-
servative and currently a member of a
Reconstructionist shul, I wasn't sure
what Chabad was all about.  What I did
know was that the camp sounded awe-
some so I wanted to give it a try.  I had
found the Chabad folks I'd met prior to
that point to be some of the friendliest
Jews around.  Also, conveniently sched-
uled over winter break and previously
also the last week of summer prior to
school, the camp was a working parent's
dream. When my kids returned from
their first day at camp, they had their
hands filled with homemade treats,
crafts and candleholders and were ex-
cited about returning the following day.
The schedule was action packed with
field trips, Jewish crafting and baking

and sledding trips. The camp staff was
filled with enthusiasm and my girls ac-
tually seemed to be embracing Judaism
instead of complaining about being
forced to go to Hebrew school or tutor-
ing. Camp was a way for me to help im-
merse my kids in Jewish culture and
community in a natural and fun way!
Faygie and her crew cared for my girls
like they were family and even made a
video from footage taken at multiple
outings and set to Jewish music which
nearly brought me to tears!

If your kids are between the ages of
4-10, and you are looking for a memo-
rable experience that is both exciting
and educational, consider Camp Gan Is-
rael Winter Camp. You will be so satis-
fied, and your children will be forever
grateful!! This year the camp will run
the week of December 23-27.

For more information, please visit
the website at Chabadofmadison.com/
camp

BY ELAINE HIRSCHFIELD

Celebrating 25 Years of Printing Excellence!
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The semester is off to a great start at
Midrasha.  This year there are 77 students
enrolled in Midrasha and 23 of them are
enrolled in the Hebrew for credit program
(they receive ½ credit in their high school
for taking Hebrew at Midrasha).  

On the first night of Midrasha we had
an all-school assembly.  The students came
together for some icebreakers, to meet the
staff and to go over the policies and proce-
dures of Midrasha.  It’s great to have so
many new and enthusiastic eighth graders
joining us at Midrasha this year and we
have a fabulous staff of new and returning
teachers.

This year, Steven Olson, a retired West
High School teacher, joins the Midrasha
staff to teach an 11th/12th grade elective,
Fabulous Fictions: Exploring Jewish Short
Stories.  Elana Orbuch also joins the staff
for the first time.  She is a student at UW
and last year she was the assistant teacher
at Chug Ivrit.  Elana is teaching Holocaust
Studies and an 11th/12th grade elective
called Let the Text Pop! (a class that com-
bines text study and pop culture).  Our own
community Shaliach, Mickey Komar-Aziz
adds the flavor of Israel to our staff and
will share it with our students when he
teaches Hebrew, History of Israel and an

11th/12th grade elective called Whose
State is it Anyway?

Midrasha is thrilled to welcome back
Rabbi Jonathan Biatch and Rabbi Joshua
Ben-Gideon who are each teaching a se-
mester of iJew: Judaism and Our Deci-
sions, Paul Davidson who is teaching
Comparative Religion; Rachel Halstead
who is teaching Judaism and the World
Today; Elana Rabishaw will be teaching
Hebrew; Laurel Hefty is teaching an
11th/12th grade elective called Create Your
Own Holocaust Curriculum and Jewish
Image in Film, Culture and Literature;
Talia Shapiro is teaching Hebrew, Com-
parative Religions and Holocaust Studies;
and Rebecca Schwab is teaching Hebrew,
History of Israel and Jewish Image in Film
Culture and Literature.

It is a short semester but will be filled
to the brim with opportunities for socializ-
ing, learning and creating long-lasting re-
lationships for the Midrasha students.
There will be a Midrasha student dinner on
November 13th, a field trip to Hillel and
some opportunities to get involved in the
community.  The Midrasha Student Advi-
sory Panel will work together to find ways
to make it a memorable year for Midrasha
in 2013! 

The Yonim Israeli dancers are very
busy preparing for their upcoming annual
School Tour.  On Nov 11th, they will be
performing at Randall and Elvehjem El-
ementary Schools for a total of three
shows. The School Tour is a great chance
for the dancers to share Israeli folk dance
culture with huge audiences of other kids.

Yonim is excited to participate in the
community Hanukkah Havdalah
Tzedakah Night on Saturday, Nov 23rd.
The next day, Yonim will be performing
at the Madison Museum of Contempo-
rary Art Holiday Fair. At 2 pm on Sun,
Nov 24th, be sure to look for the Yonim
dancers performing near the entrance
of the front doors of the Overture Cen-
ter!

K’tantanim Starts Nov 3rd!
What: K’tantanim – Yonim’s pro-

gram for young dancers
Who: 3-5 year olds and their fami-

lies

Where: Beth Israel Center
When: Sundays, 3:30-4pm –

11/03/13, 12/08/13, 1/19/14, 2/16/14,
3/09/14, & 4/06/14 

Cost: $5 per session, $25 for all 6 ses-
sions

Contact: Laura at yonim@jewish-
madison.org

*Registration for K-5th graders re-
mains open through November! For more
information, contact Laura at
yonim@jewishmadison.org or visit
www.yonim.org.

Wednesday, November 13 • 6:30PM
Please NOTE: Hebrew classes will be held in the social hall so that
Hebrew students who register for the dinner can eat during class.

The Menu: Falafel + the fixings, couscous, dessert & drinks: $9/person

SIGN ME UP FOR DINNER!
I would like to attend the dinner on: Wednesday, Nov. 13th, 2013 at
6:30PM at Beth Israel Center.

Name: ____________________________________________________  

Phone # ___________________________________________________

Email address:  _____________________________________________

Payment Included: ______      Will bring a check to Midrasha: ______

You can register online, RSVP to Ellen at program@jewishmadison.org
or send in this form by Friday, November 8th.  Please make checks
payable to Midrasha and mail to The Jewish Federation of Madison,
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI  53719.

Midrasha
Student
Dinner

Get Involved at Midrasha

Yonim School Tour, MMoCA
Holiday Fair at Overture
Center, K’tantanim and More!

The Bet and
Gimel dancers at
the Yonim Fall
Retreat, Camp
Beber &
Perlman Retreat
Center in
Mukwonago, WI
(Oct 4-6, 2013)
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Look What’s Happening at
Hilde L. Mosse

Gan HaYeled Preschool!

The Gimel Class on their field trip to Eplegaarden orchard.

Julian and Elijah, along with Elijah’s dad, Levi on the Dalet
Class field trip to Appleberry Farm.

Daniel and Jacob from the Bet Class making their own little challot.

Elijah likes picking apples.

Opal loves playing in the
sandbox.

Racheli, our Shlichah, colors pictures of Israel with Lexi,
Sheleigh and Nevaeh.

Lexi from the Gimel Class,
shows the apple she picked.

For more information, please contact Missy Sosman
at 278-1808 or gan@jewishmadison.org

Piper and Maor, from the Dalet
Class, are eating the apples
they picked.

Save the Date!
Hanukkah Tzedakah Night – Saturday, Nov. 23, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

at the Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community
Campus. Join the Family Education Committee of the Jewish

Federation of Madison for our annual Hanukkah Tzedakah fair.
There will be performances by Gan HaYeled, Chug Ivrit, Yonim
Israeli Dance Troupe and more followed by Tzedakah projects

led by many Jewish community organizations.

Other events to look forward to: 
     ✓ Havdalah Karaoke Party, Saturday, Jan. 25 at the

     Goodman Community Center on Waubesa, 6-8 p.m.

     ✓ Hamantashen Workshop

     ✓ Mishpachah and Me (Family Night)

     ✓ Challah Baking Workshop

     ✓ Passover Craft Activity Program

     ✓ Community Tot Shabbats

Look for more details in future editions of the Madison Jewish News
or check online at www.JewishMadison.org.

Family Education Events
Upcoming

Organized by the Family Education Committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison

We hope to see you at all the Family Ed events!

Fun at
Schmooze Tunes
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Thank you to all of our amazing
Tzedakah Sunday Volunteers!!!
Romy Arenson
Lynne Ballesta
Shanee Ellison
Gary Friedman
Jamie Gepner
Paul Grossberg
Marsha and Jim Harnett
Ruchamma Hayouka
Ann Imig
Laura Kassel
Sasha Kerlow
Jan Loeb
Amy Krauthamer Maloney
Lainie and Michael Minkoff

Dan Mitchel, Campaign co-vice chair
Orly Ni
Rob Roquitte
Susan Roquitte
Alicia Schiff
Anne Schlimovitz
Alice Schneiderman
Beth Schreiber, Campaign co-vice

chair
Ben Shovers
Missy Sossman
Jake Stein

AND….A special THANK YOU to
Sam Roquitte for organizing the
MINECRAFT ISRAEL tournament!

Thank You to All of Our Amazing
Tzedakah Sunday Volunteers!

to our wonderful friends at Bagels
Forever, Rocky Rococo’s and

The Nitty Gritty for providing a
delicious lunch to everyone who
participated in Tzedakah Sunday.

Todah Rabah

Scenes from Tzedakah Sunday, October 20th

@sergenians facebook.com/sergenians
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The Barbara Hochberg Center
for Jewish Student Life

Weddings & Receptions • Private Parties
Special Events • Business Meetings

Plan your next event at UW-Hillel

Catering is available through Café O and ZILLI Hospitality Group

www.uwhillel.org
Contact: rgofman@uwhillel.org • 608-256-8361 x705

611 Langdon Street, Madison, WI 53703



A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison www.jssmadison.org

Jewish Social Services

Learn more at http://jssmadison.org/
becoming-volunteer

Our mission: Our dedication to serv-
ice will improve the quality of life and
maintain the dignity of our clients in a
compassionate and caring atmosphere.
Volunteers will enhance the ability of the
agency to achieve its overall mission. 

Current Volunteer
Opportunities

Time to Sign Up to Deliver
Hanukkah Menorahs!

Celebrate the Festival of Lights by
bringing some light to seniors in nursing
homes and assisted living facilities.  Vol-
unteers deliver and set up electric meno-
rahs, return once or twice to “light” the
candles and pick up the menorah at the
end of the holiday.  Have a little visit and
share the holiday!  Great for friends and
families of all kinds!  The first candle is
November 27.  To sign up, contact Louise
Goldstein at 278-1808, ext. 227 by No-
vember 18, or submit a volunteer appli-
cation at http://www.jssmadison.org/

volunteer-application, listing the names
and ages of all participants.

Deliver Meals
An elderly man in assisted living gets

monthly packages of traditional Jewish
meals, which are one of the highlights of
his days. We are looking for someone to
make monthly runs first to pick up the
meals at fit2eat (corner of Mineral Point
Road, Glenway and Speedway in Madi-
son) and then deliver the meals to our
client in the Mt. Horeb area.

Computer Assistance
To help someone with what is proba-

bly a first generation iPad, setting up per-
sonal email account, accessing Madison
Public Library LinkCat and a few other
tasks. Near East Side.

Friendly Visitors develop on-going,
one-to-one relationships with a senior or
person with disabilities in a nursing
home, assisted living facility or living in
his or her own home. Volunteers uni-
formly say that this is a very rewarding
activity that brings meaning and a wealth

of feeling to their lives. Commitment is
about an hour a week for a minimum of
six months.

Bikur Holim means visiting those
who are sick. The Talmud says that such
a visit removes 1/60th of the person’s ill-
ness, but really, the good that is done
through a simple visit is immeasurable. 

A la Carte Volunteering
Choose “single servings” of volunteer

opportunities if that’s what best fits your
life.

Driver Connection volunteers pro-
vide rides to appointments and commu-
nity events. You’ll only be called when
we need you, and you only drive when
you’re available.

OddJobbers:  The really easy way
to be really helpful! Can you change
light bulbs and hang a few pictures? Pro-
gram a remote control? Reach something
high? OddJobbers do these and similar
tasks for seniors and people with disabil-
ities. To be an OddJobber, you don't need
to be able to do everything; you just have
to like being helpful.

Youth Volunteering, Youth Group
Projects and B’nai Mitzvah Projects

Learn more at http://jssmadison.org/
youth-volunteering

Come talk with us about doing a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah project with Jewish So-
cial Services. There are also opportunities
for older youth and youth groups to vol-
unteer and contribute to the community,
develop new skills and have fun. Contact
Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, ext.
227 for a brochure or to discuss doing a
mitzvah project with Jewish Social Serv-
ices. 

Double Your Volunteering Mitzvah
Check with your human resources de-

partment to see whether your company
has a policy of matching employees’
community volunteer hours with a mon-
etary donation to the agency for whom
the employee volunteers. What a great
way to enhance the benefits of your vol-
unteer work!

Deducting Expenses Incurred
While Volunteering

Some expenses incurred during volun-
teer work are deductible. Volunteers
should keep records and save receipts for
these expenses. Check with your tax ad-
visor about these deductions.

Add Something Special to your Life:

Volunteer for Jewish
Social Services!
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For changes, updates or new information about any
Jewish Social Services program, check our website at

www.jssmadison.org
On the home page, click on the date of the program in question

Do you  need an “oddjobber” to do a few small but necessary
chores for you? Jewish Social Services volunteers can be sent to
take care of some of those little but important things around your
house or apartment. To request
an OddJobber, contact Louise
Goldstein at 608-278-1808,
ext 227 or louise@jssmadi-
son.org.

If it’s something we can help
you with, we’ll have a volunteer
OddJobber contact you.   

Need an “Oddjobber”?

Instant Cleaning Services

Your house is in good hands.
10 years experience. Insurance covered.

Kick back and relax, we are here.

Take �me to enjoy your life and ensure
that your home is truly clean!

6086922503
Visit us online at:

www.InstantCleaningServices.com
info@instantcleaningservices.com

8301 Old Sauk Road | Middleton | AtticAngel.org

Call Kelly at 608-662-8842 to schedule your tour today!

Our distinctive and vibrant continuing care retirement
community represents a true circle of caring, offering a variety

of living options to meet your unique needs.
Attic Angel Place features apartments with services,

assisted living, memory care, skilled nursing and rehabilitation.
Attic Angel Prairie Point offers life-lease ranch-style homes.

Assisted Living Available Now; Studio & One-Bedroom Units, Balconies
More Spaces • More Choices • More Exceptional Living!

OUR 2013 EXPANSION &
RENOVATION IS NOW COMPLETE!
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mallardsbaseball.com theshoebox.com rookiesfood.com
Steve Schmitt, Owner

Warner Park “Duck Pond”
2920 N. Sherman Ave.

Madison, WI 53704
608-246-4277

1314 Canal St., Hwy. 14
Black Earth, WI 53515

608-767-3447

Baraboo Location: 608-356-1224

Hwy. 14 & 78 North
Mazomanie, WI 53560

608-767-5555

Taxi Service Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Promotional Products

www.jewishmadison.org

Check
us out

online!

JewishMadison.org

since 1977 ~ 238-5698

Providing personal service for …
• Invitations • Stationery

• Wedding and Party Consulting
• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
info@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Time to replace your doors and windows?
Visit the Window Design Center showroom 
and talk to an efficiency pro about Marvin 
Replacements. 

6524 Seybold Road, Madison 
windowcenter.com 271.8002

Windows and Doors

Israeli DanceHebrew

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Sq. • 274-5255 | Willy St. • 294-0116
New Location: 8452 Old Sauk Rd. • 836-5440

Offering a variety of deli items
including smoked salmon,

lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for 30 years!

Food and Dining

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN SERVICES

when you place your ad in

Madison Jewish News
in print or online.

Contact Andrea Stein, 278-1808 or
astein@jewishmadison.org

Advertising

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

Thank You for 50 Years

DYKMANS TIME SHOP • 608-233-1444

Clocks and Watches

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Andrea Stein at astein@jewishmadison.org 

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.org

www.allfourtrimesters.com

Midwife/Doula

Fun... Friends...
Hebrew...

Chug Ivrit!!!!
The Jewish Federation of Madison’s
afterschool Hebrew program for K-5.

Learn to speak, read and write Hebrew
in a fun environment. Register today at

www.jewishmadison.org or call 278-1808.

Yonim Israeli
Dance Troupe
welcomes
all kids
K-12th grade!
For more info contact:
Laura at yonim.jewishmadison.org

■ Companionship (including cueing,

monitoring and activities)
■ Care Management
■ Meal preparation and clean up
■ Light housekeeping and laundry
■ Medication reminders
■ Personal care (bathing, dressing

and grooming assistance)
■ Assistance with walking
■ Running errands and driving to

appointments
■ Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
■ Up to 24-hour Care and Live-in
■ RN Supervised, Bonded & Insured
■ Much more

FREE In-Home Assessment

608-729-5365
www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

Quality
of Life
for your Loved One

Care and comfort at a moment’s notice.

ALL AGES WELCOME!
A $5 donation per family is requested. All money collected will go to help
Emerson Elementary School provide winter clothing for their students.

Please bring gently used snowpants, mittens, hats, jackets, and
scarves for our winter clothing drive.

• Participate in Havdalah and some Hanukkah songs.
• Watch performances by the Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool;

Chug Ivrit, the after school Hebrew club for K-2 students; the Madison
Jewish Community Day School; and Yonim, Madison’s Israeli Dance Troupe.

• Enjoy delicious Kosher donuts from Greenbush Bakery.
• Participate in many different Tzedakah projects organized by Jewish

organizations in Madison.

Saturday, Nov. 23  5:30-7:30 p.m.
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman

Jewish Community Campus, Verona
Organized by the Jewish Federation of Madison Family Education Committee

Join us for
Hanukkah

Tzedakah Night



A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison A Senior Adult Program of Jewish Social Services

Lechayim     Lights
Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
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November
Lechayim Calendar

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus at Temple Beth, 2702 Arbor
Drive. Contact Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, ext. 227 or
louise@jssmadison.org by 10:00 on the preceding business day,
usually a Friday morning.  The kosher meals are catered by Café O
Catering and a vegetarian option is available with a reservation.
The cost of the meal is $7.50, with a minimum donation of $4.00
suggested for those over 60.  

Monday, November 4 – Lechayim does not meet

Monday, November 11 – Lechayim commemorates Kristallnacht
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Mushroom-barley soup (V), cheese blintzes with fruit

sauce and sour cream, beets, fruit salad.
1:00-2:00 Hilde Adler, “Kristall Nacht 1938 and the Jews

in Nazi Germany”

Monday, November 18
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Minestrone soup (V), spaghetti & meatballs with

marinara sauce, coleslaw, garlic bread, cookie
1:00-2:00 Prof. Tim Craine, “Jewish-Christian Relations”

Monday, November 25 – Lechayim celebrates Thanksgiving
11:30-12:00    Feldenkreis Technique with Hagit Vardi
12:00-1:00 Turkey with stuffing, cranberry relish, mashed

potatoes, lemon green beans, pareve pumpkin pie
1:00-2:00 Piano music by Dan Barker

December Dates
December 2
December 9
December 16
Lechayim will not meet on December 23 and 30.

For changes, updates or new information about any Jewish Social
Services program, check our website at www.jssmadison.org

On the home page, click on the date of the program in question

Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions provides door-to-door service for $1 round trip,

payable to the driver. Contact Louise Goldstein (608-608-278-1808, ext.
227 or louise@jssmadison.org) by 10:00 a.m. the Friday before
Lechayim to make a reservation. Wheelchair accessible vehicles are
available upon request. Please contact us if you need to cancel a ride. 

Correction
We regret that in the October issue of “Lechayim Lights” Karen

Shevet Dinah’s name was misspelled. 

“Living Well with Chronic
Conditions” workshops are de-
signed for adults of all ages liv-
ing with conditions such as
diabetes, arthritis, high blood
pressure, heart disease, chronic
pain and anxiety.  Participants
learn practical ways to deal with
pain and fatigue, discover better
nutrition and exercise choices,
understand new treatment
choices and learn better ways to
talk with your doctor and family
about their health.  They set per-
sonal goals and make a step-by-
step plan to improve their health
and their lives.  

The two and a half-hour work-
shops are held weekly for six
weeks, led by trained volunteer
leaders with their own health

conditions.  The workshops are
sponsored by Safe Communities
and the Area Agency on Aging of
Dane County.  For information,
call 608-836-9810.

Safe Communities of Madi-
son-Dane County suggests sev-
eral actions to take to prevent a
fall:  begin a regular exercise
program, review the medications
and supplements you take with a
healthcare provider such as a
pharmacist, have your vision
checked and make your home
safer inside and out.  They also
sponsor an evidence-based,
seven-week workshop called
“Stepping On” for $35.  For
more information contact 608-
442-3060 or www.safercommu-
nity.net.

Two Workshops
to Enrich Your Life

from
Jewish Social

Services!
Do you know a senior who is new to Madison, or are you yourself a
newcomer? JSS volunteers will visit and bring you a gift bag with

information about programs for seniors and JSS’ services, treats and
a few surprises. Just contact us at 608-278-1808, ext. 227.

Our thanks to Maurie’s Fine Chocolates and
Bagels Forever for their donations to this program.



Lechayim will not meet on
Monday, November 4, as Temple
Beth El will be set up for their an-
nual election-day lunch, Food-a-
Rama. We will meet again on
Monday, November 11 to com-
memorate Kristall Nacht, which
for many is the ef-
fective beginning of
the Holocaust.  We
are so fortunate that
we’ll be hearing
then from Hilde
Adler, a very active
member of the
Madison Jewish
community.  Hilde
will speak on
“Kristall Nacht 1938
and the Jews in Nazi
Germany.” She will
also talk a little
about her book,
“The Way it Was: A
German Jewish Childhood.” She
was born in Nuremberg, Germany
in 1928 and was a young girl of
about ten years old in November
1938 when her life literally
crashed down around her during
Kristall Nacht. She and her imme-
diate family escaped from Ger-
many in March 1939, and arrived
in America in February 1940. She
finished growing up in New York
City, went to Hunter College and
became a physical education
teacher. She moved to Madison in
1963, when she married Julius, a
professor (now emeritus) in the
departments of Biochemistry and
Genetics. Hilde volunteered at
Lechayim for 18 years and is
looking forward to having this
conversation with her old friends
there. 

On Monday, November 18
Tim Craine will speak on “Jewish-
Christian Relations.”  Craine is a
Senior Lecturer at UW-M, where
he teaches Modern Jewish His-
tory, the Holocaust and Compara-
tive Religious History (Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam), among
other courses.  He received his
B.A. from Marquette University
in 1988, Masters from the same
institution in 1990, and his Ph.D.
at Arizona State University in
1998. His research interests in-

clude Modern Jewish history,
Modern anti-Semitism, British
and Irish History and Conflict
Studies. He is currently teaching a
course at the UW-Madison on the
History of Jews in Wisconsin.   

At Lechayim we know Dan
Barker as the piano
player who has ac-
companied Abigail
Cantor for many
Thanksgivings. This
year when we cele-
brate Thanksgiving
on Monday, No-
vember 25, Dan
will take center
stage in a solo ap-
pearance and treat
us to his piano
stylings. Dan is a
gifted performer of
many kinds of

music (he plays at the
Nakoma piano bar on a weekly
basis) as well as being a composer
and producer, and will probably
sneak a few sing-along songs into
the playlist.  

Dan spent many years as an ac-
tive and sought-after evangelist,
beginning at age 15, and com-
posed, performed and recorded
music for Christian plays and mu-
sicals (from which he still gets
royalties). Today he is co-presi-
dent of the Madison-based Free-
dom From Religion Foundation,
with his wife, Annie Laurie
Gaylor. 

Lechayim Lights
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About our Programs

Dan Barker

The next Wisconsin Society of
Pharmacy Students Health Assess-
ment, Operation Diabetes will be
at Lechayim on November 18,
from 11:00-12:00.  The student
pharmacists are supervised by reg-
istered pharmacists and will be
available to meet with you indi-

vidually to discuss your diabetes-
related questions and concerns.  

Pharmacy Students Provide
Monthly Health Assessments

Betsy Haimson and Merilyn Kupferberg fold a tablecloth.

Greeters Clara Sweet and Karen Shevet Dinah with Barb Jacobson.

Hilde’s passport.

Ginny Graff talks with a Pharmacy student.

Fun at Lechayim

Charlie Shoham, Fran Weinstein, Anita Parks and Francie Smith Saposnik.

Charlie Shoham with a Pharmacy student at the Health Assessment.

Photos by Louise Goldstein



Lechayim Lights
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Transitions

Carol Ottenstein
Diane Nestle
Evelyn Miller
Jules Newman
Lorna Kniaz

Nikolay Bodnikevich
Rita Arm

Rita Kozmits
Sandy Bierman

Trish Drumheller

Happy November Birthday

When six-year-old Robert
Schlesinger discovered Webster’s
dictionary, his love of words was
born. He spent hours poring over
the words.  To this day he peppers
his conversation with word play,
including puns and rebuses.

Moving into a
new home in the his-
toric town of Hast-
ings-on-Hudson as a
child, Robert’s life-
long interest in
weather was ignited.
There on the sun
porch was a ther-
mometer with a
bright red stripe. He
was curious about
temperature changes
and storms. His third
avid interest was
math. When he
looked around him, the geometri-
cal aspects of the landscape capti-
vated his interest. For instance, the
water towers atop buildings were
some of his favorite structures.
They had conical tops, cylindrical
tanks and often as many as eight
legs! 

Pointing to his checked shirt he
explained: “I often wear plaids or
checks because they could be an
arrangement of data in a two
dimensional grid!”

Robert’s father, R. Walter
Schlesinger, was born in Ham-
burg, Germany. He came to Amer-
ica and became a world-renowned
microbiologist who studied virol-
ogy for decades. He wrote many
articles about his research. He was
chair of the Microbiology Depart-
ment at Washington University in
St. Louis, then moved on to Rut-
gers University’s Medical School.

Robert’s mother, who was active
in the League for Women Voters,
stayed home with him and his sis-
ter, who became a graphic de-
signer.  

Robert followed his dad’s foot-
steps and attended Washington
University as an undergraduate.
He earned a Master’s degree in
Math at Rutgers and another one

in Meteorology at
the UW-Madison in
1968; a Ph.D. fol-
lowed in 1972. Dr.
Robert Schlesinger
became an Aca-
demic researcher
here at UW-Madi-
son.

Robert takes
photographs of
derechos, which are
powerful wind-

storms, writes about
them and creates

computer generated thunderstorm
models. Robert’s careful observa-
tion comes through in this descrip-
tion of the I-94 derecho of July 19
1983: 

As the strong derecho winds
came ashore, several piers were
destroyed. On the University of
Wisconsin campus several build-
ings were damaged and windows
were blown out of the second and
third stories of the Memorial Li-
brary. Tiles from the library roof
were blown off and landed several
blocks to the southeast. The strong
winds produced waves roughly
four feet high on Lake Mendota;
even well after the strong winds
had diminished, unusually large
“whitecaps” continued on the
agitated lake.  

Robert states with enthusiasm,
“I remember, there was also a
spectacular shelf cloud.”

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Robert Schlesinger

(Photo by Pamela Phillips Olson)

Spotlight: Robert Schlesinger Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings include wine donated by
Frank Liquor, candles and challah, singing and discussion.

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Attic Angel Place.
Music by Les Goldsmith and the assistance of Angel Volunteers.

December 6 (with Hanukkah celebration)

Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of Jewish Social Services and Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community. Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
with assistance from UW students through the UW-Hillel
Foundation.

November 1, December 3 (Hanukkah party)

Oakwood West at 4:00 in the Oaks Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Oakwood Village
University Woods. With the assistance of JSS volunteers and
music by Lauren Mazur.

November 15, December 13, January 10

ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS:  If you are going to be in
one of these locations during your rehabilitation, please let
Jewish Social Services know; we’d like to invite you and make
sure you are able to attend if you’d like. 

Courtyard Homes Condominiums  |  Brookline Apartment Homes  |  Sebring Assisted Care

7707 N. Brookline Drive
Madison, WI 53719

www.coventryvillagewi.com

This is what

CARING
looks like.

We believe quality of life should be a priority
at every age – despite any limitations.

Productive. Meaningful. Life-Enriching.

Choose the Sebring Assisted Care
Residence at Coventry Village

and discover how caring and
supportive assisted living can be.

Contact Jane Roemer to learn more.
(608) 829-0603 or (608) 212-9340

jroemer@hwebberltd.com

www.brightstarcare.com  ·  608 441 8620 Independently Owned & Operated

PRIVATE DUTY CARE WHEN YOU NEED IT!

> Certified Nursing Assistants

> Licensed, Bonded, Insured

> Errands & Shopping

> Live-In Companions

> Light Housekeeping

> Bathing Assistance

> Meal Prep

> Days & Nights

Stay in the comfort 
of your own home!

Condolences to the family of
Natalie Fields, mother of Leslie (Jeff Lindholm) Fields,

grandmother of Hannah and Daniel.

Best Wishes for your wellness
Milt Leidner

Mazel Tov
To Louise (Bruce Thomadsen) Goldstein, on the marriage of her
daughter Sara Maier to Andrew Kushner, son of Erica Serlin and

Ken Kushner, in Madison.

To Naomi Kraus, on the birth of her granddaughter Miriam
Sophie Levy, daughter of Jeff and Rachel Levy, in Madison.
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This article is about Janusz Korczak – the great Jewish humanist and teacher



WARSAW, Poland (JTA) – The
American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee is dedicating a new cultural
center that it hopes will help unite Polish
Jewry.

“I hope it will be a place where every-
body feels safe and gives everyone the
opportunity to practice their kind of Ju-
daism and answer the needs of some very
different people,” Karina Sokolowska,
the JDC’s country director for Poland,
told JTA on Sunday about the 3,000-
square-foot space that her organization
plans to dedicate on Oct. 27.

Representatives from several groups
that are part of a protracted legal fight for
state recognition and resources are ex-
pected to attend the opening ceremony.
They include the Union of Jewish Reli-
gious Communities in Poland, the Pro-
gressive Judaism movement Beit Polska
and the competing Progressive commu-
nity Ec Chaim.

The Union of Jewish Religious Com-
munities, an umbrella group that includes
Ec Chaim as well as Orthodox groups,

has petitioned a Polish court to revoke
state recognition of Beit Polska as a reli-
gious association. The case, which
yielded a number of appeals and recrim-
inations, has been ongoing since 2009.

“The idea is to recreate the neutral
space that we see happening during Lim-
mud,” Sokolowska said in reference to
the annual, pluralistic Jewish learning
conference.

The center, which will be the first
modern facility of its kind in Warsaw,
will operate from a rented, free-standing
building paid for by JDC, the Taube
Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture,
the Koret Foundation and other donors,
JDC said in a statement.

The new center will offer cooking
classes, child care, training programs,
theater classes and a book club to the 900
preregistered members, JDC said. The
center, formerly a cafe, will not have a
synagogue.

Poland is home to an estimated 25,000
Jews. The country’s first Jewish commu-
nity center opened in Krakow in 2009.

Israel      Worldand
the
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From the Mid-east to the Mid-west:
A Shaliach’s Exploration
in America’s Dairyland
BY MICKEY & RACHELI AZIZ-KOMAR

The weather is getting colder but our hearts are getting warmer. We are thoroughly
enjoying the many opportunities here in Madison.

At the beginning of October Racheli went back to Israel for her sister’s wedding.
She will probably have to go again this summer for another occasion because her
family tries to have a family occasion at least once every year. In the past five years,
Racheli’s family has had 4 weddings, 2 B’nai Mitzvot and 3 births. What else can
you expect in a family with 9 children aged 15-31?  And, they all live in Israel. Who
wants to join us?  There’s always room for more!

The Chagim (fall Jewish holidays) are over and the real work has begun.
This past month we’ve met a lot a people, learned about the community and have

experienced many of the different programs.  We’ve had a chance to get a small taste,
think about how we can be more involved in the current programs and think about
new programs we can bring to the community.

Currently we are involved in many programs, here’s a list of a numbers of them:
Midrasha: Mickey is teaching the Advanced Hebrew class, 9th grade History of
Israel and ‘Who’s State is it Anyway?’ where we learn about and discuss different
conflicts in Israel. 

Ivrit Kala: We have three levels of Hebrew classes: Basic Hebrew, Beginners and
Advanced. If you want to learn Hebrew this is your chance. Monday evenings at
the Jewish Federation of Madison.

Café Ivrit: for our first meeting we had a group of 10 people and we learned the
song “Rak Mila Tova” (just a good word) by Israeli singer Yehudit Ravitz. We ana-
lyzed the song and discussed how it affects our life. If you speak Hebrew your place
is with us! Join us on Thursday nights. Stay updated with time and places at our Face-
book and the JFM website.

Kesher: We went to a movie night at Temple Beth El that the Kesher committee
hosts. We watched the movie ‘Bottle in Gaza’. It was a moving story about a true
friendship between a French Jewish girl who lives in Jerusalem and a boy who lives
in Gaza. For Racheli this was very emotional to watch the movie, as Racheli was liv-
ing in Jerusalem at the time the movie took place and personally witnessed the setting
were the movie took place during the Israel- Gaza ‘Cast Lead’ (Oferet Yetzka) oper-
ation.  

We are looking forward to coming to Temple Beth El Sunday School, working
with the members of Shaarei Shamayim and programming with MOUSY and BBYO.

If you would like us to take part in more of your programs just email us!!

Some headlines from Israel are always important.
We are so proud of the two American Israelis and US Jew sharing Nobel Prize in

Chemistry.
Prof. Arieh Warshel, who was born in Israel and now lives in California, Prof.

Michael Levitt, a South African native who made aliya and now splits his time be-
tween the US and Israel, are sharing the prize with Prof. Martin Karplus, an Austrian
native who fled to the US before the Holocaust. The three men were cited for their
“Development of Multiscale Models for Complex Chemical Systems.” Warshel and
Levitt are Israel’s 11th and 12th Nobel Prize laureates.

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef z”l: Rabbi Ovadia Yosef became a fiery figure in Israeli pol-
itics as the spiritual leader of the ultra-Orthodox ‘Shas’ Party, championing the inter-
ests of Jews of Middle Eastern and North African origin, died this Monday at 93. By
police estimates, 800,000 people — almost one-tenth of the population of Israel —
swept into the streets and onto rooftops along the route of the funeral. “The Jewish
people have lost one of the wisest men of this generation,” says Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. “Rabbi Ovadia was a giant in Torah and Jewish law and a teacher
for tens of thousands.” President Shimon Peres said he had been at the rabbi’s bedside
hours before his death. “When I pressed his hand, I felt I was touching history,” Mr.
Peres said, “and when I kissed his head, it was as though I kissed the very greatness
of Israel.”

May we continue to live among great minds like these, 
Wishing you a beautiful and warm fall,
Racheli and Mickey Komar Aziz, Madison’s community Shlichim.
Israel@jewishmadison.org • israelfellow@uwhillel.org 

Do you want to re-visit Israel? Do you want to travel in Israel? Are
you interested in Summer Programs? Gap Year? Internship? Volun-

teering? There are so many possibilities! For more information, email
our community shlichah at Israel@jewishmadison.org

BETHKEBETHKE
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

25
1.2222

Em
er

ge

ncy
Service 24/7

Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioners
Humidifiers • Duct Cleaning

Preventative Maintenance Plans

bethkeheating.com

 Baird does not offer legal advice.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ and federally registered   in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete 
CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirement.

©2013 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-38518.

Complete financial solutions.
At Baird, we have the deep expertise to address your complete financial 
picture. From investment and estate planning services to preparing for a 
child’s education or your retirement, our talented professionals have the 
breadth of skills and experience to help you achieve great outcomes – 
and the commitment and caring you want at every step along the way.

The Laufman Weinbach Group 
Private Wealth Management

Robert W. Baird & Co.
8000 Excelsior Drive, Suite 302 
Madison, WI 53717

608-831-1100 . 800-888-4792

Mark D. Laufman  
Managing Director

David S. Weinbach, CFP®  
Director

June H. Brown 
Financial Advisor 

Richard M. Rieder 
Assistant Vice President

Nicole L. Thomas 
Registered Client Relationship 
Associate

New Warsaw Center
Aiming to Unite Divided
Jewish Community

Have you always
dreamed of

going to Israel?
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$24
Round-trip fare

to a doctor’s
office

for a senior

$30
A month of medication

for an individual
without health

insurance

$75
One counseling session

for a family
in crisis

$689
One three-week

summer camp session
for one child

$233
A year of social and

wellness programming
for one senior

in Madison

$400
Basic supplies

– crib, high chair, and
stroller – for one baby

in Latin America

$442
Heating fuel, warm

blankets, and winter
relief for 10 elderly
people in Ukraine

$756
A week-long summer or

winter camp program for
one youth in the

former Soviet Union

$1140
Two months of

tuition for one child
at the Hilde L. Mosse

Gan HaYeled Preschool

$1,000
Free Shabbat dinner

for 150 college
students

$2,275
Scholarship to enable

one student to spend a
semester studying

in Israel

$5,000
Transition program
for one new Israeli

immigrant living in an
absorption center

$10,000
An emergency

immigration grant
for a family living in a

country at risk

$40,000
A small business loan

to help build
Israel’s

priority areas

$199
A food card to enable

an elderly welfare
client in Russia to

purchase extra groceries

6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808
info@jewishmadison.org | JewishMadison.org

Every dollar does a world of good.
Your donation to the Jewish Federation of Madison reaches into every corner
of the global Jewish community in more than 70 countries around the world,

inspiring lifelong Jewish connections, breaking the cycle of poverty,
and responding to emergencies.

You can make a world of difference.
This is your opportunity to be part of a caring community that gives back.

And it’s an opportunity to foster and celebrate Jewish life for future generations.
Donate. Volunteer. Make a difference. We’re all in this together.

To learn how you can help make the
world a better place, please contact

Lynn Kaplan at Lkaplan@jewishmadison.org
or 608.278.1808.
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