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Special Task Force examining
JCC’s future progresses forwards
to its preliminary meeting with
the Federation Board of Trustees

The Special Task Force established to remodel the Federation and JCC into a sustainable 
operation is on schedule to deliver preliminary recommendations at the July 10th Federation 
Board of Trustees meeting. Among its early successes, the Special Task Force has solidified a 
Development Committee, re-established key community collaboration, formulated preliminary 
plans for more robust membership options, and is investigating exciting new programming 
ideas across the age spectrum.  

The Development Committee, tasked with the critical job of reviving the annual campaign 
tied to the new vision of the JCC, will include: Steve Etter, Dan Schwab, Anat Beck, Alan 
Weinstein, Julie Halbert, and David Herman.  In addition, there is strong support to identify 
more participants in the Development Committee who are in the important 25-to-50-year-old 
age group.

Collaboration across the community will be critical to the success of this effort.  That is why 
the President’s Council – comprised of presidents of each agency and synagogue – has been 
reestablished.  During an initial meeting with the Special Task Force, the council unanimously 
agreed to establish a community coordination committee comprised of 2 nominees from 
each agency and synagogue.  The goal of this committee is to facilitate active collaboration 
and improve information sharing, particularly sharing community events and educational 
opportunities.  It is also the goal to utilize this newfound collaboration to provide monthly 
updates on the JCC’s transformation process. 

A preliminary meeting on June 27th was held for the heads of the various committees to 
discuss progress on both membership and programming.  Clearly, membership retention and 
expansion is key to a successful future. The Special Task Force’s membership committee is 
investigating alternative membership models, including hybrid and/or joint memberships with 
local organizations and businesses.   The preliminary findings will be discussed at the July 10th 
Board of Trustees meeting. As to programming, each of the four programming subcommittees 
presented various concepts that would focus on specific aspects of membership: youth, teens/
tweens, young adults, and adult/seniors.  Among some of the numerous concepts discussed 
were ‘happy hours’ for young adults, reestablishment of the teen lounge,  “big kids night out”, 
and Dancing with the Stars style program.  In addition, focus was placed on recurring programs 
as well as establishing concurrent programming for both adults and children.  The overall goal 
will be cost-neutrality across the board. Again, these ideas will be presented to the Board on 
July 10th. 

This is only the beginning.  There is still much work ahead, but the hard work and dedication 
of all the new volunteers will help bring this transition to fruition.  The Special Task Force 
will continue to keep the community informed through these regular communications, and 
once again thanks all the volunteers and staff for their tireless efforts.  Anyone with questions 
or concerns regarding the Task Force and/or the Federation's process can send an email to 
taskforce@jewishfedhbg.org.

S CorporationS now 
EligiblE to Earn
EitC tax CrEditS

With the recent passing of House Bill 761, The 
Omnibus Tax Reform Code, S Corporations 
(S-Corps) are now eligible to earn tax 
credits through Pennsylvania’s Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program. The 
EITC program provides opportunities for 
business to earn tax credits via donations to 
schools for tuition scholarships. 

The Brenner Family Early Learning Center 
Pre-K Program of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Harrisburg is an approved EITC 
scholarship recipient school. 

Applications are now being accepted from 
S-Corps and should be submitted as soon 
as possible, in order to be approved for 
participation in the 2012-13 school year.

If you would like an application or additional 
information on S Corps, please contact Patti 
Bromley at 236-9555, x-3209, p.bromley@
jewishfedhbg.org or http://www.newpa.com/
find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-
program-finder/educational-improvement-tax-
credit-program-eitc. 

Green Hills
4th of July Event
Turn to page 9 to see photos of the event 
that brought 400 people out to celebrate 
Independence Day.
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jcc news

THANK YOU!
On behalf of the American Red Cross and Jewish Community Center, I’d 

like to thank those in the community who turned out for our Blood Drive on 

Wednesday, June 20th.  Fourteen (14) productive units were collected that 

will save up to 42 lives. 

I’d like to especially thank those staff members of the Jewish Federation 

of Greater Harrisburg for giving up time out of their busy workday to donate.  

Also, a special thank-you to all of you “first timers.”  

Hope more of you will turn out for our next Blood Drive in December 

2012. 

~ Cheryl Yablon ~

For those of you who have taken the AARP Safe Driving Class three 

years ago, AARP is offering 2 more ONE DAY – 4-HOUR REFRESHER 

COURSES.  These classes will be given on Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

and Wednesday, August 8, 2012.  BOTH CLASSES ARE FROM 12:30-4:30 

PM.  Since this class is concentrated, in order for the instructor to have 

your certification cards prepared ahead of time, when you register you 

will need to have the following information ready:

Name

Address

Phone number

Date of Birth

8-digit Driver’s License Number and expiration date

To get discount your AARP membership number

YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SHOW A COPY OF YOUR LAST AARP SAFE 

DRIVING COURSE CERTIFICATE

Class size is limited to 32 people and the cost is $14 (check made 

payable to AARP) or if you are an AARP member you get a $2 discount.  

To register, call Cheryl at 236-9555 Ext. 3115

JCC DAY CAMP TAKES A 
STAND AGAINST BULLYING

Think back to your elementary school years and ask yourself if you can recall 

the top three favorite memories of your childhood. They probably involved 

something loving and connecting.  Now, do the same for the least favorite 

memories, and for many of us there’s a painful memory of bullying that we 

may recall.  Many of us can’t remember what we had for lunch last week, but 

we can remember the memory of bully or teasing - and the hurt and suffering 

we experienced.

At JCC Day Camp, bullying is inexcusable, and we have a firm policy against 

all types of bullying. Our Camp philosophy is based on our mission statement 

which ensures that every camper has 

the opportunity to acquire skills and 

knowledge, make new friendships and 

retain old ones and create wonderful 

memories to last a lifetime. We work 

together as a team to ensure that 

campers gain self-confidence, make 

new friends, and go home with great 

memories.

Unfortunately, persons who are 

bullied may not have the same 

potential to get the most out of their camp experience. Our leadership addresses 

all incidents of bullying seriously and trains staff to promote communication 

with their staff and their campers so both staff and campers will be comfortable 

alerting us to any problems during their camp experience and between camp 

seasons. Every person has the right to expect to have the best possible 

experience at camp, and by working together as a team to identify and manage 

bullying, we can help ensure that all campers and staff have a great summer 

at the JCC Day Camp.

Thanks to a grant from Redwood Groups, the JCC Day Camp has initiated a 

new program:

Each Friday after Oneg Shabbat, we have a public event where we recognize 

campers who are making a difference in another camper’s life.  Campers 

are rewarded with a blue wristband that says, “I Make a Difference.”   It is a 

very powerful and meaningful way for us to express our gratitude for their 

contributions.  We feel it is important to acknowledge people in a positive way 

whenever possible, and it is important for us to recognize those people who 

have truly helped us make a difference in someone’s life. 

AARP SAFE DRIVING REFRESHER COURSE

AMERICAN RED CROSS/JCC BLOOD DRIVE
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By Lily Woolf
Our trip to Ohio was awesome! The best part about it was going to Cedar Point Amusement Park.  My favorite ride was the Iron Dragon.  We also went to an indoor water park resort 

where we also slept for two nights.  The third night we slept at The Camp Wise JCC.  On the awesome 7 ½ hour trip, we stopped for a buffet lunch which had very good food.  The first and 
second day, we went to a water park, and the second day we also went to Cedar Point and to a beach.  The third day we went to Great Lakes Science Center, Cleveland Zoo and Swings N 
Things.  They had go-karts, bumper boats, mini golf and an awesome arcade with a climbing corner.  I can’t wait for our next trip!

JCC Travel Camp’s Trip to Ohio
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July 4th is often a chance for families and friends to 
gather together and have a picnic.  It is only fitting that 
the JCC chose that as the day to throw a party for the 
community at Green Hills.  The event, which brought 
together many friends in our extended JCC family, was 
sponsored by the Pitnick Family Philanthropic Fund of the 
Jewish Community Foundation of Central Pennsylvania 
and saw many new faces mix and mingle with existing 
members.

Andrea Weikert, Program Director, and Terri Travers, 
Sports Fitness and Recreation Director, worked together to 
organize the successful event that saw about 400 people 
at Green Hills.  “We were so excited to be able to offer a 
free event to our current members who support us every 
day, and it was also a great way to bring in new people and 
expose them to our wonderful outdoor facility,” Weikert 
stated.  

All those in attendance received information on JCC 
membership and also found out about some of the 
upcoming fitness classes for the fall.  Membership 
Director Linda Skulsky said, “This event was a great way 
for us to connect with community members and current 
members.  We think that this should help us gain a few 
new memberships.”

The day featured delicious food made by Terry Fisher, 
as well as open swimming, a bounce house, children’s 
carnival games and prizes, arts and crafts, sports and 
more.  The 2012 JCC Maccabi teens and their families were 
the key volunteers at this wonderful event.  From helping 
to serve food to running the games, the teens gave back to 
the Harrisburg community that helps to support them.  

“I have never seen the pool so crowded,” commented Terri 
Travers, Sports and Fitness Director.  “I am so fortunate to 
have such amazing lifeguards who made the pool function 
so well.” 

Green Hills continues to be open to its members until 
Labor Day weekend.  The pool is open weekdays 1-7 p.m. 
and weekends 11 a.m. -8 p.m.

Green Hills July 4th Event Brings in 400 People
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Malina Trio Offers a Wonderful Concert
By Esther Boldes

On June 19th, the JCC Senior Adult Club hosted the "Malina Trio", Maestro Stuart Malina and his two delightful children, Sara on Cello, and Zev on Piano. We had a record 
attendance, and everybody had a great time. As always it was a wonderful experience to see three people so dedicated and so talented at timeless, classical music. There was some Schubert, 
Beethoven, Chopin, and others. 

Thanks go to the ever helpful Federation staff, to Norman Gras and the kitchen and to many people behind the scenes, who always give generously of their time and talent. Without their 
help, none of these affairs would be possible. Here are some pictures:
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The award-winning musical Fiddler on the Roof begins its 
national tour at the Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre on August 9 
and runs through September 22. The cast and crew will then 
leave to perform the show across the United States through 
April 2013. Based on the stories of Sholem Aleichem, Fiddler 
on the Roof  has captured the hearts of people all over the 
world with its humor, warmth and honesty.

Fiddler on the Roof is filled with a rousing, heartwarming 
score, including "Tradition," "Matchmaker, Matchmaker," "If I 
Were A Rich Man" and "Sunrise, Sunset."   No other musical 
has so magically woven music, dance, poignancy and laughter 
into such an electrifying and unforgettable experience. 

Real-life married couple Jimmy Ferraro and Dee Etta Rowe 
star in this unforgettable production as husband and wife 
Tevye and Golde. Ferraro and Rowe’s chemistry on stage 
comes naturally, never having to ask “Do You Love Me?” Rowe 
refers to her husband as a “constant inspiration” as Ferraro 
proclaims her the “love of his life.”

Ferraro is a native New Yorker who gained early recognition 
at age 16 when he starred at New York’s Top Hat Nightclub. 
Early in his career he was hand chosen by Jerome Robbins to 
make his Broadway debut in Fiddler on the Roof. He performed 
in national and international tours of Fiddler on the Roof  with 
Fyvush Finkel, Paul Lipson, Georgio Tozzi and Michael O. 
Smith. Other New York credits include Chicago, Guys & Dolls, 
Applause, Hello, Dolly, Oliver, Man of La Mancha and Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 

Dee Etta Rowe studied opera at the University of Hartford. 
At a young age, she made her Broadway debut in Most Happy 
Fella with Georgio Tozzi and was featured in the show’s PBS 
telecast. For the last few years, Rowe has been appearing 
throughout the United States as the Iowa Housewife and Earth 
Mother in Menopause, the Musical. Other regional credits 
include Nunsense, Miss Mona in Best Little Whorehouse In 
Texas, Miss Hannigan in Annie, Mother Abbess in The Sound 
of Music, Mrs. Brice in Funny Girl,  La Carlotta in Phantom of 
the Opera, Ethel Banks in Barefoot in the Park  and Essie Rubin 
in Majority of One. 

DUTCH APPLE IS KEEPING THE 
TRADITION ALIVE WITH THE NATIONAL 

TOUR OF “FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”



12  |  community review  |  greater harrisburg’s jewish newspaper

By Jack Ogun

This is a story that fits the mold of my generation. My parents were both immigrants, married in the mid 
twenties and bore their first child, a son, Shlomo,(Saul) in December of 1926. Things did not turn difficult until 
1930, the year I was born, when the U.S. depression hit hard. My parents struggled to make a living and, fortu-
nately, we had enough to eat, as my father was in the fresh produce business.

Suddenly in 1934, my older brother became seriously ill with heart disease and died at the Children's Hospital 
in Pittsburgh. Problems were intense as we had little money, no car, and my parents could not drive. I was four 
and have only hazy memories and a school photo of my seven-year-old brother. Other facts were unavailable to 
me, a small child growing up in Irwin, Pennsylvania.

When I matured, I began wondering about my older brother and asked my parents about him. At that time, 
they would wave a hand and say that it was very sad, and unnecessary for me to ask. Years passed by, and my 

Time, Pixels, and Genealogy
brother became a kind of mythical figure in my head. I knew so little and 
even my cousins didn't really remember anything of value.

Several years ago, the Carnegie Mellon University digitized a century 
of Jewish newspapers distributed in the Pittsburgh area. These papers 
usually picked up the Jewish news from surrounding communities that 
were of local interest. My hopes awakened! I could now check 1934-35 
papers and perhaps find the obituary for my beloved brother. I searched 
for suburban Irwin PA news (about twenty miles from the city) and found 
articles about family relatives. My brother? Nothing. No obituary for a 
seven-year-old.

After a time, I began checking Jewish cemeteries surrounding my birth 
community, believing he could not be far away. After all, my parents 
were of limited means. Again, no results. On a hunch, I recently tried 
a synagogue cemetery in Greensburg, PA (10 miles east) asking about 
my brother. Nothing but a small, hopeful clue to new information. I was 
advised to try the Heinz History Project that had been recently com-
pleted of the many Pittsburgh Jewish cemeteries. I called the archivist, 
and within 10 seconds had the name of the funeral director, dates, and the 
name of the cemetery where my brother was buried. The closed book had 
been reopened, and I was tearfully ecstatic.

The Cneseth Israel cemetery was north of Pittsburgh and was chosen 
by the funeral home (still active), as the burial would be at no charge 
and in their children's section. I obtained more phone numbers, the 1934 
funeral invoice, and directions to the cemetery from the caretaker. Sud-
denly, after 77 years, I was frozen in place and wiping away tears, standing 
before my brother's grave. Reading the inscribed stone, the lifelong myth 
became a heart- pounding reality. A feeling of contact and completion 
filled my head.

Modern computer wizards had restored a solemn connection with my 
brother that had escaped me for so many years. How unusual was my 
quest? Others will know, as they research their own memories and family 
genealogies. 
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Beth el temple
232-0556 | www.betheltemplehbg.org

Minyan 7 a.m. daily and 5:30 p.m.  Sunday 
morning at 9 a.m.   
 
SHABBAT SERVICES
  
FRIdAyS
July 13: Hors d’oeuvres, 5:45 p.m. Joint 
Service at Temple Ohev Sholom, 6 p.m.    
July 20: Hors d’oeuvres, 5:45 p.m. Joint 
Service at Temple Ohev Sholom, 6 p.m.       
July 27: Hors d’oeuvres, 5:45 p.m. Joint 
Service at Temple Ohev Sholom, 6 p.m.  
August 3: Hors d’oeuvres, 5:45 p.m.  Joint 
Service at Beth El Temple, 6 p.m.
 
Saturdays
July 14: Service at 9:15 a.m.
Minchah 8:19 p.m.
July 21: Service at 9:15 a.m.
Minchah 8:14 p.m.

July 28: Service at 9:15 a.m.
Minchah  8:09 p.m.  Tishah b’Av program
August 4: Service at 9:15 a.m.
Minchah  8:01 p.m.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Chisuk emuna Congregation  
232-4851 | www.chisukemuna.org | 
chisukemuna@comcast.net

Minyan times: Monday, Thursday mornings, 
6:50 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday evenings,
7:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, 
7 a.m.  
Friday evening services at 7 p.m., Saturday 
evening at same time as Friday evening 
candle-lighting time.  Saturday morning 
services at 9:15 a.m.
For more information about Chisuk Emuna 
programs and services, please call our office 
at 232-4851.

synagogue life
Congregation Beth israel
Lebanon | 273-2669

Visit the Congregation Beth Israel Web Site at www.
congregation-beth-israel.org
All are welcome to our egalitarian services:  Sundays at 9 
a.m., Mondays and Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.  Our Shabbat 
services, lead by Rabbi Paula Reimers, are at 8 p.m. on 
Friday evenings and on Shabbat morning at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by Kiddush.      

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Congregation Beth tikvah
Carlisle | 245-2811 | www.bethtikvah.org

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

historiC B’nai JaCoB
Middletown | 319-3014

Historic B’nai Jacob Synagogue, Water and Nissley Streets 
in Middletown, will conduct Shabbat services on Friday, 
August 3rd at 7:30 pm. We are a Community Shul, all 
are welcome.  Tel 717-319-3014 Visit web site for more 
information www.bnai-jacob.org

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

kesher israel Congregation
238-0763 | www.kesherisrael.org

Participate in our daily Minyanim. Mornings: Sundays and 
Federal holidays at 8 a.m., Monday through Friday at
6:45 a.m. Rosh Chodesh and fast days at 6:30 a.m.  Evening 
services begin at 20 minutes before sunset.
Please join us for our 9 a.m. Shabbat morning services - 
followed by kiddush

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

temple Beth shalom
697-2662 | www.tbshalom.org

Join us for our contemporary Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:15 
pm or our more traditional Shacharit Shabbat at 9:00 
am. Temple Beth Shalom is proud to offer a range of 
programming for all ages. 
To find out more about our programs and events, visit www.
tbshalom.org or contact us at tbs.temple@verizon.net. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

temple ohev sholom
233-6459

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEdULE 
Friday evening Shabbat Services will be combined with Beth 
El Temple.  Services will be held at Temple Ohev Sholom 
during the month of July and at Beth El Temple during the 
month of August. 
Friday, July 13: Shabbat Service, Lehrman Chapel, 5:45 p.m.
Saturday, July 14: Tot Shabbat, Lehrman Chapel, 10:30 a.m.
Friday, July 20: Shabbat Service, Lehrman Chapel, 5:45 p.m.
Friday, July 27: Shabbat Service, Lehrman Chapel, 5:45 p.m.
Friday, August 3: Shabbat Service, Beth El, 5:45 p.m. 
Friday, August 10: Shabbat Service, Beth El, 5:45 p.m.
Friday, August 17: Shabbat Service, Beth El, 5:45 p.m.
Friday, August 24: Shabbat Service, Beth El, 5:45 p.m.
Saturday, August 25: Cantor’s Morning Shabbat Service, 
Lehrman Chapel, Ohev Sholom, 10:30 a.m.
Friday, August 31: Shabbat Service, Beth El, 5:45 p.m.
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synagogue life

Thursday, July 12

Senior Adult lunch ProgrAm – 10 a.m., Jcc

Program: “the Jewish Perspective” with Bob Axelrod, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 17

Senior Adult lunch ProgrAm – 10 a.m., Jcc

Program: Swatara twp Senior center line dancers, 12:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 19

Senior Adult ProgrAm – 10 a.m., Jcc

Program: Kurt moses will perform on the harmonica, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 24

Senior Adult ProgrAm – 10 a.m., Jcc

Program: “the Amazing history of ordinary things” with John maietta, 

12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 25

AArP SAfe driving refreSher courSe, 12:30-4:30 p.m., Jcc

Thursday, July 26

Senior Adult ProgrAm – 10 a.m., Jcc

Program: Pianist gabe freedman will perform a musical program

Tuesday, July 31

Senior Adult ProgrAm – 10 a.m., Jcc

Program: “the great American drive-in” with John maietta, 12:30 p.m.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

community calendar
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3125 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 545-3774

Nathan Bitner, Supr

Hetrick-Bitner  
Funeral Home, Inc

We are honored to be 
selected as the funeral home
for the Jewish Community.
We have served the greater Harrisburg community 

for over 70 years and are committed to helping 
families before, during and after their time of need.

If you have any questions or concerns during this 
time of transition, please call either Nathan Bitner or 
Graham Hetrick at 545-3774 and we will be happy 

to assist any of your needs.

BRACHENDORF
MEMORIALS, INC.

REPRESENTATIVE: JOHN MCGINNESS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

l ife cycle
Dorothy E. Frank

Dorothy E. Frank, 82, of 
Mechanicsburg, passed away on 
Tuesday, June 26, 2012 at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital in Pontiac, 
MI. She was born on May 4, 
1930 in Harrisburg, PA and was 
retired from Polyclinic Hospital. 
Dorothy enjoyed cross stitching 
and knitting.

She was the widow of Robert 
Harris Frank. Surviving are her son 
Jerry L. Frank and his wife Nancy 
of West Bloomfield, MI; her two 
daughters Harriet F. Weinstock 
of Schenectady, NY, Linda S. 
Millard and her husband Steve 
of Mechanicsburg; her brother 

Gerson Singer of York; her five 
grandchildren Matthew Weinstock, 
Sara Weinstock, Stephanie 
Millard, Emily Frank and Eric 
Millard. Funeral services were held 
on Friday, June 29th at the Beth 
Cemetery Chapel. Burial was in 
Beth El Cemetery. Arrangements 
were handled by the Hetrick-
Bitner Funeral Home. Memorial 
contributions in Dorothy’s honor 
may be made to the Humane 
Society of Greater Harrisburg, 7790 
Grayson Road, Harrisburg, PA 
17111. To send online condolences 
to the Frank family, please go to 
www.hetrickbitner.com.

July 13 .................  
.............. 8:19 p.m.

July 20 .................  
.............. 8:15 p.m.

July 27 .................  
.............. 8:09 p.m.

candlelighting

Contact

545-1081 or

232-1147

Romberger
 Memorials

DaviD robErts
David Roberts of Pottsville, 

formerly of Harrisburg and Atlantic 
City, died June 28, 2012. He was 
an overwhelmingly generous 
person who cared about everyone 
and helped anyone who needed 
it, without asking. He is greatly 
missed by all of us who loved him 
and will always love him dearly. 
He is survived by his wife, Paulette 
Roberts (nee Rarick), son Joshua 
Roberts of Philadelphia; stepson, 
Thomas (Lisa) Bartasavage of 
Andreas; stepdaughter, Kimberly 
(Todd) Woodward of Tamaqua. 
David was fondly known as Zayde 
to his five grandchildren, Lindsey, 
Cayla, Brittney, Thomas and Alex. 
David is also survived by his sister 
Judi Teplitz of Harrisburg; his 
favorite Aunt Selma Forstater of 
Philadelphia, and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Funeral 
services were held on Sunday, July 
1st at Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s 
Raphael-Sacks, Philadelphia www.
goldsteinsfuneral.com. 
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