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Community Purim Carnival

By Mary Klaus
At first glance, an astronaut,
Little Red Riding Hood and a tiny
but fierce pirate appeared to have
little to do with the Biblical Book
of Esther.
But a closer look at the three
Casher children dressed as these
characters showed that they fit
perfectly into the Jewish Federation
of Greater Harrisburg’s annual
Community Purim Carnival.
About 300 people representing
the five Harrisburg area synagogues,
the Silver Academy and various
Jewish groups participated in the
recent high-spirited festival in the
Jewish Community Center. Purim
celebrates the deliverance of the
Jews from their enemies in the
biblical Book of Esther.
The
federation
celebration
featured the traditional Megillah
reading in Hebrew, complete with
booing at the mention of Hamen,
the bad guy; and smiles at the
mention of Queen Esther and
Mordechai, the heroine and hero.
The carnival included games, Purim
songs and hamantaschen, triangle
shaped filled cookies unique to this
holiday. People of all ages (including
rabbis) attended in costumes.
Wearing a black pirate’s hat and
gripping a plastic sword, Liam
Casher looked about as fierce as
any 5-year-old pirate could.
“I like pirates,” he said, standing
with his 11-year-old brother,
Andrew, dressed as an astronaut;
and their 8-year-old sister, Elly,

who came as Little Red Riding
Hood. The children and their
parents, Debby and David Casher
of Susquehanna Twp. say Purim is
pure fun.
“Our kids like to dress up,”
Debby Casher said.
They’re not the only ones.
Gerald and Deana Schleig
of Susquehanna Twp. looked
intimidating, he as Capt. Jack
Sparrow and she as a maiden
pirate. “We like the togetherness of
this holiday,” she grinned.
Mandy Cheskis, Chisuk Emuna
education director, appeared regal
as Queen Esther in a brown velvet
gown and head piece. Earlier, she
was one of 22 women who read the
Megillah in Hebrew.
Avi Beck of Lower Paxton Twp.
came as Spider Man while his
wife, Anat, portrayed Super Girl;
daughter Elle, 4, was Wonder
Woman; and son, Michael, 3, came
as a miniature Spider Man.
Tim Cottingham-Frye of Camp
Hill wore a cape and carried a wand
as he portrayed Ahasuerus. His wife,
Chastity, called herself “Esther the
cowgirl” while their daughter, Clancy,
7, portrayed a young Esther.
“I was Cowgirl Esther last
night at the Ohev Sholom Purim
Shpiel,” said Chastity CottinghamFrye. “This is one of my favorite
holidays.”
Throughout the auditorium,
children participated in such
activities as sand painting, grand
slam ball rolling, “Sting the Bee,”

See more Purim Carnival photos on page 9

“Bullz Eye” and Penguin Fish. The
Harrisburg Jewish Youth Choir
took to the stage to sing spirit
renditions of various Purim songs.
Terry Fisher, long-time baker of
the community’s hamantaschen,

smiled as she watched people
enjoying the tasty pastries. This year,
she made about 350 of them, filling
them with cherry, apricot, apple,
blueberry, poppy seed, chocolate
nutella and peanut butter.

“Purim brings out the entire
community, people from all five
synagogues,” said Andrea Weikert,
Jewish
Community
Center
program director. “It’s a fun day for
our families.”

founda tion ne w s
The Community Investor
By Howard Ross | Executive Director
Jewish Community Foundation of Central Pennsylvania

Taxpayer Relief Act? Surely you jest…

I still cannot find the “relief ” in The American Taxpayer Relief Act, that
legislation that served to avoid the “fiscal cliff ”.
For most working Americans, the 2% decrease in take home pay surely has had
an effect. For higher income earners, there are even higher taxes from this “relief ”
bill. It is crucially important that we all, especially higher income individuals, look
even more closely at tax planning and do everything to create our own “relief act”.
The legislation included higher income tax rates. The only benefit of higher rates
is that charitable donations produce a higher percentage deduction for the donor.
Charitable remainder trusts and/or charitable gift annuities benefit the
donor with the higher tax deductions they generate.
Senior donors who now enjoy tax free income from municipal bonds may
find that the fixed income from a charitable gift annuity’s tax free income
amount, considered a return of principal, is greater than their municipal bond
income, in addition to the tax deduction of the gift annuity itself.
Capital gains rates increased substantially (I cannot see where this is relief ).
There is thus, an even greater benefit to using appreciated securities for charitable
gifts. The donor avoids the capital gain and the charity is not penalized.
Because we have a state income tax in Pennsylvania, our itemized deductions
will automatically exceed the 3% floor, therefore our charitable deductions will
be fully deductible up to the 50% of adjusted gross income maximum limit.
With the $5.25 million (single) or $10.5 million (married couple) estate
tax threshold (this may actually be a form of relief !), the majority of us will
have far greater freedom in naming our beneficiaries. Using IRAs, 401Ks
or 403Bs to fund testamentary charitable remainder trusts can substantially
reduce income tax on our retirement plans while providing an income to
family members and then a remainder to our favorite charities. Individuals or
couples with very large estates need to work with their financial advisors to be
able to transfer assets to family members with little or no Federal gift or estate
taxes. Estate planning is crucial.
The bottom line result of the “relief ” we were given in The American
Taxpayer Relief Act precipitates an even greater need to pay more attention
to planning your finances both today and in your estate.
Your Jewish Community Foundation is here to help. Give us a call (717-236-9555
Ext. 3202) or take a look at what you can do at https://pajewishendowment.org.
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Join us for BBG’s annual Spaghetti Dinner!

Come have a great meal at the JCC the night before Pesach! There will also be a 50/50
raffle and a Chinese auction auctioning off gift cards from local businesses. During the
meal, learn about BBG’s Stand-Up Cause, Beit Elezraki Children’s Home in Israel.

March 24th, 5:00pm-7:00pm
Adults: $8.00
Children: $5.00
Family of 4 or more: $25.00
Make your reservations by emailing bbgharrisburg@gmail.com
or buy them at the door! Proceeds go to BBG and Beit
Elezraki Children’s Home in Israel
6 | community review | greater harrisburg’s jewish newspaper
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Second Annual Women’s Megillah Reading - February 24, 2013
On Sunday, February 24,
2013, the morning of Purim
5773, women of Harrisburg
embraced the legacy of Queen
Esther as they gathered for
the Second Annual Women’s
Megillah Reading at the Jewish
Community Center. More than
70 women came together for
this historic celebration, with
participants
representing
every local synagogue and
denomination.
Twenty-two women shared
the honor of reading from
the
megillah,
including
several
mother-daughter
teams. Every generation was
represented, from recent
b’not mitzvah to new mothers
and veteran grandmothers.
Those in attendance followed
along in printed copies of the
Megillah, which were donated
specifically for this occasion.
The Book of Esther is a
story about women who
are not afraid to cross
boundaries. Whether your
favorite is Queen Vashti, who
refused to conform to the role
defined for her by the King,
or Queen Esther who deftly
manipulated her dual identity
as both Persian royalty and as
a Jew to save her people, this
story is rich with examples
of women’s heroism in the
ancient world that continue

to have relevance today.
Is there any better way to
celebrate Purim than to break
down the boundaries that
divide us all year? Attendees
were giddy with excitement
about the strengths, talents
and bravery that were
demonstrated by women in
our community, several of
whom read publicly from a
sacred scroll that morning for
the very first time.
It is a tribute to the
women of Harrisburg that
we could come together to
support one another as we
honor the Feast of Purim.
Many thanks to the Jewish
Community Foundation of
Central Pennsylvania for its
sponsorship of this important
community initiative.
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Ballroom Dance
Lessons at the
HBG JCC

November’s Dancing with the
JCC Stars event helped to spark an
interest in ballroom dance for some
individuals in the community. Based
on the desire members expressed
in learning how to dance, the Sports
and Fitness Department recently held
a five-week ballroom dance class
that taught couples how to do two
dances--the Rhumba and Swing. The
classes were taught by an outstanding
instructor from PA Dance Sport located
in Hummelstown.
Ricci Doctrow
commented, “We had so much fun
laughing while we danced and got
some exercise. We will definitely look
to take another class in the future at
the JCC.”
SFR Director Terri Travers stated,
“We had 9 couples participate in this
first series of classes. Due to the
wonderful response we will be offering
another five-week session starting in
April.” The program is scheduled to
begin April 7 and will run on Sundays
from 6-7pm. The class must have a
minimum of 8 couples in order to run.
Cost is $100/JCC Couple or $150 for
a Non-Member Couple. To register
contact 236-9555 ext. 0. Questions
may be directed to Terri at t.travers@
jewishfedhbg.org
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YOM HASHOAH
OBSERVANCES
HOLOCAUST MONUMENT OBSERVANCE
The commemoration at the Holocaust monument
on Riverfront Park will take place on Sunday, April 7
at 11:00 am. Winners of the high school and middle
school divisions of the Schwab Holocaust Essay contest
will read their essays. Jean Chernicoff will share the
Holocaust experiences of her mother, Lisl Winternitz
Bogart, a Holocaust survivor from Czechoslovakia.
READING OF NAMES
On Sunday evening, April 7, Yom Hashoah (Holocaust
Memorial Day) will be commemorated with the
“Reading of Names” program to be held atTemple Ohev
Sholom, 2345 North Front Street in Harrisburg. This
meaningful program will begin at 7:30 PM with a special
opening service led by children from congregational
Religious Schools and the Silver Academy. Following
the opening ceremony, a vigil in which the names of
those who perished will be read continuously over a
period of 24 hours.
“Unto Every Person There is a Name” seeks to
dignify the memories of victims of the Shoah, the Nazi
Holocaust, by reading their names aloud. These victims
were stripped of their names by their oppressors and
tattooed with numbers. Through the public reading of
the names of Holocaust victims, this program strives to
restore a portion of their humanity and to retrieve them
from the lost depths of anonymity. For more information
or if you would like to sign up for reading, please contact
Lillian Rappaport at the Jewish Community Center, 2369555, ext. 3402.

Israeli Folk Dancing with Danny Pollock

In collaboration with the Susquehanna Folk Music Society (SFMS), the JCC is pleased to
present two classes of Israeli dancing with dance instructor Danny Pollock of New York, on
Sunday, April 7. Both classes will be held in Mary Sachs Auditorium. Please pay at the door.
•
•

1:30 p.m. Dances of the 21st Century will feature the most popular "new" line dances
from the past 10-12 years
3:00 p.m. Dances of the 20th Century will cover "classic" Israeli dances created by
choreographies such as Shlomo Bachar and Moshiko Halevy
No partners are needed.
Dancers should wear soft-soled shoes and loose clothing suitable for dancing.

Price per workshop:
• $16 General Admission
• $12 JCC/SFMS Members
• $10 Students age 12-22

Danny is a master teacher of Israeli folk dance in New York City. He has taught Israeli folk
dance classes, sessions, and workshops for the past 30 years, including two previous times at the
JCC. He has created children's dances, performed with numerous Israeli dance troupes including
Parparim and Screaming Sa'adya, and served as a Tap Captain for Macy's "Tap-O-Mania" for 15
years. Currently, at the 92nd Street Y, he is teaching folk dance in the Sixty+ Program as well as
dance classes for special needs children, a position he has had for 13 years.
Danny has been involved with the New York Israel Folk Dance Festival for the past 25 years
as performer, assistant to the director, "Finale Man" and community dancing leader.
For additional information, contact Kate Carpenter at the Silver Academy or Bart Carpenter
at bart.carpenter@sfmsfolk.org.

HOLOCAUST CIVIC COMMEMORATION
The annual Holocaust Civic commemoration,
co-sponsored by the Governor’s Office and the
Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition, will occur in the
Governor’s Reception Room in the State Capitol. More
details will be forthcoming.
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Silver Academy’s
“Race for Education”

The Silver Academy students are planning to go on more
field trips in the coming year by Walking, Running and
Jogging! This is not a novel way of saving gas and money.
The exercise is all part of the school's first "Race for Education"
that will take place on April 29th, sponsored by the PTO. The
"Race for Education" will assist the school in enriching their
curriculum with field trips, additional educational materials
and other important classroom resources, without having to
sell "products" to friends and neighbors.
At 10 am on April 29, the morning of Lag Ba'Omer (Field Day)
students of the Silver Academy will walk or jog their way around
the JCC field and parking lot as many times as possible within an
hour. The program will not only raise important funds for specialty
items that are important to the students, it will emphasize the
benefits of exercise and, most importantly, education.
Numerous awards will be given out in the process, both
for physical challenge successes (class with the most laps)
and program successes (collection of the most contacts for
sponsorship). No prize, however, is quite so coveted by the
students as the challenge laid down by the Principal himself,
Nachum Chasan, who has pledged that if the goal of $6500 is
reached, he will DYE HIS HAIR BLUE.
The excitement is palpable as the deadline approaches and
the students prepare for their race. The whole community
is invited to get involved, be it through contributions (tax
deductible) or by coming out and cheering the students as
they race. Sponsorships may also be made directly to the
program by contacting Deb Weinstein at weinstein.deb@
gmail.com. Together we can make the Race for Education a
great success.

HEBREW HIGH GRADUATION
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 21
The entire community is cordially invited to attend the
Harrisburg Hebrew High School graduation ceremony on
Sunday evening, April 21, 2013 at 7:00 pm at the Jewish
Community Center. Hebrew High graduation is achieved
upon completion of five years of post B’nai Mitzvah
Jewish education.
We are very proud of the students who make up the
2013 Hebrew High School graduating class:
Ethan DeBroff, son of Traci and Scott Debroff
Jake DeBroff, son of Traci and Scott Debroff
Annie Doctrow, daughter of Ricci and Michael Doctrow
Gabe Freedman, son of Margaret and Charles Freedman
Sophia K. Fox, daughter of Jeanette Krebs and Barry Fox, z”l
Rachel Glick, daughter of Margaret Grotzinger and Mark Glick
Dani Oken, daughter of Ilene and Kenneth Oken
Lila Portman, daughter of Kellie and Kip Portman
Ali Rosenthal, daughter of Robin and Avi Rosenthal
David Rosenwasser, son of Miriam and George Rosenwasser
Ali Rubin, daughter of Jennifer and Stephen Rubin
Rebecca Solomon, daughter of Mindy and Richard Solomon
Certificates of Attendance
Jessie Weber, daughter of Sherrie and Matthew Weber
Emily Wolf, daughter of Susan and Donald Wolf
A very joyful mazel tov to our Hebrew High graduates
and their families! We look forward to sharing our pride
in their accomplishments with the community.

www.jewishharrisburg.org

| march 22, 2013 | 13

s y na gogue life
BETH EL TEMPLE BOOK CLUB

REVIEWS THE DOVEKEEPERS AT APRIL MEETING

“The Dovekeepers,” by Alice Hoffman, is the current Beth El Temple Book Club selection. The
Book Club will meet on Wednesday, April 3, 7:30 p.m. in the Schein Annex at Beth El Temple.
Jennifer Ross will review the book and lead discussion.
In this historical novel, which takes place on Masada two thousand years ago, Hoffman
brings to life a spellbinding tale of four extraordinarily bold, resourceful, complex and fiercely
independent women whose lives intersect in the desperate days of the Roman siege. All are
dovekeepers, and all are also keeping secrets—about who they are, where they come from,
who fathered them, and whom they love.
The Beth ElTemple Book Club, open to all avid readers, is dedicated to exploring contemporary
Jewish literature. The Club meets bi-monthly for review and discussion of a selected book, with
opportunity for a lively exchange of ideas, camaraderie and light nosh. Please call the Temple
Office (232-0556) to RSVP your attendance on April 3. We look forward to seeing you.

synagogue life
From Afghanistan to Israel: KI Helps
Lift the Morale of Our Brave Soldiers
By Rabbi Akiva Males

Do you remember how great it felt to receive a care package from back home when you were off at camp
or school? What if you were an active-duty Jewish soldier out in the field during the High Holiday season -instead of a camper or college student? Can you imagine how lonely it must feel to be away from family and
friends -- and the comforts of home
-- during such a special time of the
year? Now imagine how a deployed
Jewish soldier must appreciate
receiving a care package during the
High Holidays.
Kesher Israel Congregation
decided that it wanted to play some
role in lifting the spirits of our brave
soldiers who were so far removed
from a normal Yom Tov setting.
After getting in touch with Lt. Col.
Avi Weiss of Chicago, IL (holding
the Havdallah candle in the picture
at right) --an Orthodox US Army
chaplain stationed in Afghanistan
-- I confirmed that he would be happy to distribute Shanah Tovah "pick-me-up items" to Jewish GIs on behalf
of KI.
After filling two large boxes with generously
Sunday, May 19, 4:30 – 6:30 pm
donated
Kosher treats and useful goods, Kesher
Join us for a special evening on the red carpet with dinner,
Israel
Congregation
shipped our packages off
fun and dancing! Daughters of all ages are invited to the place
to Afghanistan on August 17 -- a full month
to be for fathers and daughters wanting a special night.
before Rosh Hashanah. Rabbi Weiss recently
The event is not limited to just fathers and daughters.
e-mailed me that KI's packages arrived intact
Uncles, Grandpas, and other special men in the lives of a child
prior to Rosh Hashanah, and that he gladly
are also invited (and what a great time for a Mom’s Night Out).
shared their contents with many of our very
Do you have two daughters? Don’t worry – there is enough
appreciative Jewish GIs in Afghanistan.
fun for everyone! So get ready dads – put on your best suit,
After doing something for our Jewish
and daughters put on your favorite dress.
American GIs, KI was also eager to find a
way to lift the spirits of Israel’s active-duty
Fee: $40/dads and their daughter
Chayalim (soldiers) over the holiday of Sukkot.
$5/each additional daughter
I was excited to learn about a wonderful project
JCC Discount: $20/dads and their daughter
of the International Young Israel Movement
$5/each additional daughter
(IYIM) which greatly helps boost the morale
of the soldiers of the Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF) each year during Sukkot.
On jewish
the intermediate
days of Sukkot, IYIM
14 | community review | greater harrisburg’s
newspaper
together with the IDF Rabbinate travels with a mobile Sukkah – attached to the back of an IDF truck -- from

Daddy Daughter Date Night
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BETH EL TEMPLE PRESENTS
“CRITICAL ISSUES” ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
Four Mondays beginning April 8

Please join Beth El Temple Educational Director Bob Axelrod for his popular series “Critical
Issues Facing the Contemporary American Jewish Community.” With a focus on the Jewish
perspective of each topic, Bob reviews current events in the news, places the issues within
historical context, and encourages spirited discussion among participants.
Each session is independent, and you are invited to attend as many as you wish. Classes
meet in Rosen Sisterhood Hall, beginning promptly at 7:15 p.m. and lasting one hour. The
Monday night dates are April 8, 15, 22 and 29.
If you follow events in the news you will be sure to hear about them in Bob Axelrod’s “Critical
Issues” series and put them in the context of what Judaism has to say about the core issues.
Please RSVP to the Beth El Temple Office (232-0556) so we know how many to plan for. All are
welcome.

community calendar
SUNDAY MARCH 24
Pancake Breakfast, 9 am – 11 am, JCC
Disney Spectacular, 2 pm, JCC
BBG Spaghetti Dinner, 5 pm –7 pm, JCC
MONDAY MARCH 25
BUILDING CLOSES AT 6:00 PM PASSOVER
TUESDAY MARCH 26
BUILDING CLOSED FOR PASSOVER
WEDNESDAY MARCH 27
Federation office CLOSED
JCC OPEN
MONDAY APRIL 1
Federation office CLOSED
JCC OPEN
TUESDAY APRIL 2
FEDERATION OFFICE CLOSED
JCC OPEN
THURSDAY APRIL 4
Senior Lunch Program, 10 am, JCC
Federation Board of Trustees Mtg, 7 pm, JCC

CANDLELIGHTING
March 22 .......................................... 7:01 p.m.
March 29 .......................................... 7:09 p.m.
April 3 .............................................. 7:45 p.m.
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
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synagogue life
READING OF NAMES
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 7-8 AT
TEMPLE OHEV SHOLOM
Join the Jewish community on Sunday evening, April 7,
2013 at Temple Ohev Sholom to commemorate Yom Hashoah
with the Reading of Names, a vigil in which the names of our
Kedoshim (those who lost their lives during the Holocaust) are
read continuously over a period of 24 hours.
In order to continue passing the torch of memory to the next
generation, students from congregational Religious Schools
as well as the Silver Academy will take part on the conduct of
the opening ceremony.
Names are being read by a variety of Jewish and non-Jewish
groups and individuals, congregations, organizations, youth
groups and churches have signed on to read for portions of
the vigil.
Unto Every Person There is a Name seeks to dignify the
memories of the victims of the Shoah (the Nazi Holocaust)
by reading their names aloud. These victims were stripped of
their names by their oppressors and tattooed with numbers.
Through the public reading of the names of Holocaust victims,
this program strives to restore a portion of their humanity and
to retrieve them for the lost depths of anonymity.
If you would like to have the opportunity to participate in
the Reading of Names, please contact Lillian Rappaport at 2369555, ext. 3402.

HAPPY PESACH
Mr. Harold G.
Leibenson
Mrs. Elayne A.
Leibenson
CHAG SAMEACH
Rob, Randi, Ben and
Adam Teplitz

HAPPY
PASSOVER
Marty and Steve
Lamonoff

Wishing you a
Happy Passover
from

www.jewishharrisburg.org
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BETH EL TEMPLE
232-0556
www.betheltemplehbg.org
Minyan 7 a.m. daily and
5:30 p.m.
Sunday morning at 9 a.m.
Friday night Kabbalat
Shabbat 6 p.m.
Shabbat morning 9:15 p.m.
Saturday night mincha/
maariv/havdalah at same
time as Friday evening
candlelighting time
March 23: Java ‘n Torah,
9 a.m. “Old Wisdom
Renewed and
Validated”
March 24: Sunday
Afternoon of Service at
Downtown Daily Bread
Passover Services 9:00 a.m.
March 26, March 27, April 1
& April 2 (Yizkor)
April 3: Beth El Temple
Book Club 7:30 p.m.
“The Dovekeepers”
Adult Education with
Bob Axelrod

“Critical Issues Facing
the American Jewish
Community”
7:15 p.m. Four Monday
evenings beginning April 8
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

CHISUK EMUNA
CONGREGATION
232-4851
www.chisukemuna.org
info@chisukemuna.org
Weekly Minyan times:
Monday, Thursday
mornings, 6:50 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday
evenings, 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings, 7 a.m.
For more information about
Chisuk Emuna programs
and services, please call our
office at 232-4851.
CONGREGATION
BETH ISRAEL
Lebanon | 273-2669
Visit the Congregation Beth
Israel Web Site at www.
congregation-beth-israel.org
All are welcome to our
egalitarian services:

Sundays at 9 a.m.,
Mondays and Thursdays
at 7:30 a.m. Our Shabbat
services, lead by Rabbi
Paula Reimers, are at 8
p.m. on Friday evenings
and on Shabbat morning
at 9:30 a.m. followed by
Kiddush.
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

CONGREGATION
BETH TIKVAH
Carlisle | 245-2811
www.bethtikvah.org

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

HISTORIC B’NAI JACOB
Middletown | 319-3014
www.bnai-jacob.org
Historic B’nai Jacob
Synagogue, Water and
Nissley Streets
in Middletown, will conduct
Shabbat services on
Friday, April 5th at 7:30 p.m.
We are a Community Shul all are welcome.
Visit Web Site for more
information or call our
Voice Mail at 717-319-3014
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
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KESHER ISRAEL
CONGREGATION
238-0763
www.kesherisrael.org
Participate in our daily
Minyanim. Mornings:
Sundays and Federal
holidays at 8 a.m., Monday
through Friday at 6:45 a.m.
Rosh Chodesh and fast
days at 6:30 a.m. Evening
services begin at 20
minutes before sunset.
Please join us for our 9 a.m.
Shabbat morning services followed by kiddush
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
697-2662
www.tbshalom.org
Join us for our
contemporary Kabbalat
Shabbat at 7:15 p.m.
or our more traditional
Shacharit Shabbat at 9
a.m. Temple Beth Shalom
is proud to offer a range of
programming for all ages.
To find out more about
our programs and events,
visit www.tbshalom.org or
contact us at tbs.temple@
verizon.net.
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

TEMPLE OHEV SHOLOM
233-6459
www.ohevsholom.org
Friday, April 5: Leadership
Shabbat Service, 7:30 pm,
Sanctuary
Saturday, April 6: B’nai
Mitzvah, 10:30 am,
Sanctuary
Friday, April 12: Soup &
Study Service, 6:00 pm,
Lehrman Chapel
Saturday, April 13: B’nai
Mitzvah, 10:30 am,
Sanctuary
Friday, April 19: Family
Shabbat Service, 7:30 pm,
Sanctuary
Saturday, April 20: B’nai
Mitzvah, 10:30 am,
Sanctuary
Friday, April 26: Shabbat
Service, 6:00 pm, Lehrman
Chapel
Saturday, April 27: B’nai
Mitzvah, 10:30 am,
Sanctuary

ANNETTE ARONOFF
BRENNER
Virginia Beach, VA - Annette
Aronoff Brenner passed away
peacefully on February 26, 2013
surrounded by her family. Born in
Newport News on January 9, 1921,
Annette was one of five children
of Isadore and Bertha Aronoff.
She graduated from Newport
News High School, and then
worked during World War II as
an administrative assistant at Fort
Monroe. She married Benjamin
Fred “Buck” Brenner in 1950, and
they had two children, Theodore
(Ted) and Stuart. The couple
worked side-by-side running
Brenner’s Warwick Bakery in
Newport News, along with Buck’s
brother David and wife Ada and
the sons’ father Hyman Brenner.
Buck died in 1985, shortly after
selling the bakery.
Ted and Stuart say their mother,
who was active in the women’s
auxiliary at Adath Jeshurun
Synagogue in Newport News, lived
a life of quiet dignity. Several years

l i f e cy c l e
after her husband’s passing, she
moved from the family home in the
Christopher Shores neighborhood
in Newport News to an apartment
in Norfolk. Just over two years ago,
she entered the Terrace assistedliving facility at Beth Sholom
Village in Virginia Beach where
she lived until her death.
Annette stayed in touch with
her large extended family through
regular birthday and anniversary
cards. Her handwriting was as
exceptional as the warm thoughts
she expressed. Like her husband
and sons, she grew to love sports,
particularly the Los Angeles Lakers
and Atlanta Braves.
Mrs. Brenner, who
was
predeceased by her brother Marcus
Aronoff and sister Harriet Klavan,
is survived by two sisters, Gerline
Lerner and Rebecca Green; her
son Ted of Richmond, VA, his wife
JoAnn and their daughters Beth
and Debra; and her son Stuart of
Harrisburg, PA, his wife Rene and
their sons Benjamin and Jason.
Ted and Stuart express their

heartfelt gratitude to the staff at
Beth Sholom Village and Medi
Home Heath and Hospice for the
outstanding care they provided
their mother.
A graveside service took place at
the Hebrew Cemetery in Hampton
on Thursday, February 28th with
Rabbi Michael Panitz of Temple
Israel in Norfolk, Annette’s final
home synagogue, presiding. A
shiva service was held at Beth
Sholom Village after the funeral.
Contributions may be made in
Mrs. Brenner’s memory to Beth
Sholom Village in Virginia Beach.
Peninsula Funeral Home was in
charge of arrangements.
MARY BAKER
Mary Baker, 95, passed away
Saturday, March 2, 2013. She
was born February 9, 1918, in
Philadelphia. Mary is survived
by her daughters Joyce (Saul z”l)
Cohen and Ellen (Richard) Rosen,
her 4 grandchildren Max (Marie)
Cohen, Lauren (Andrew) Gerofsky,
Tony Cohen, and Leslie (Ross)

Wiener; her brother, Morton and
sister Eleanor. Mary was also
blessed with 8 great-grandchildren,
and 1 great-great-grandson. She
was preceded in death by her
husband of 46 years, Simon Baker.
A private graveside service was
held in Philadelphia on Wednesday,
March 6th. A memorial service to
celebrate Mary’s life was held on
Thursday, March 14th at Beth El
Temple. Donations can be made to
the Guild of the Jewish Home.

and Andrew Steinberg. Funeral
services were held on Wednesday,
March 6th at Congregation Adath
Jeshurun, Elkins Park. Interment
was in Adath Jeshurun Cemetery.
Contributions in her memory may
be made to Congregation Adath
Jeshurun or to the Barbara M.
Steinberg Fund at the Associated
Alumni of Central High School,
P.O. Box 26580, Phila. PA 19141.
www.goldsteinsfungeral.com

BARBARA M. STEINBERG
Barbara M. Steinberg (nee
Menaker), of Melrose Park, passed
away on Monday, March 4, 2013.
She was the wife of Chuck; mother
of Jonathan (Rebecca) Steinberg
and Mindy (Danny) McGrath;
sister of Susan (Ev) Whitehead and
Carol ( Jerry Thomas) Menaker;
and grandmother of Madelyn
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We are
to be
selected as the funeral home
for the Jewish Community.
We have served the greater Harrisburg community
for over 70 years and are committed to helping
families before, during and after their time of need.
If you have any questions or concerns during this
time of transition, please call either Nathan Bitner or
Graham Hetrick at 545-3774 and we will be happy
to assist any of your needs.

Hetrick-Bitner
Funeral Home, Inc

3125 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109

(717) 545-3774
Nathan Bitner, Supr
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