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ANSWERING THE CALL ON SUPER SUNDAY
Community Volunteers Lend Their Support

More on Super Sunday on page 4



2  |  community review  |  greater harrisburg’s jewish newspaper

Community
Review 

Vol. 86 No. 4
February 24, 2012

(ISSN 1047-9996)
(USPS 126-860)

Published bi-weekly
by the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Harrisburg,
3301 N. Front Street, 

Harrisburg, Pa., 17110. 
Subscription rate: $50 per year. 

Periodicals postage paid at
Harrisburg, Pa., and 

additional entry office.

JFGH, CEO
Jay Steinberg

Editorial Board Chairman 
Bruce Bagley

Editorial Board Members
Bruce Bagley

Barbara Trainin Blank
Esther Boldes

Rabbi Carl Choper
Aaron Dym
Rita Gordon

Jeanette Krebs

STAFF
Managing Editor 

Jay Steinberg
Communityreview@jewishfedhbg.org

Local Editor 
Patti Bromley

p.bromley@jewishfedhbg.org

Sales Director
Marty Lamonoff

717 232-6279
717-877-5973

lammie@aol.com

Design and Layout
Benchmark Group Media

Graphic Designer
Shawn Skvarna

Postmaster:
Send address changes 
to Community Review, 
3301 N. Front Street, 

Harrisburg, Pa., 17110.

Mission Statement of 
The Community Review:

Inform readers about local, 
national and international 
events of interest to Jews. 

Promote Jewish values, 
Jewish identity and a 

sense of Jewish community 
in central Pennsylvania.

The opinions expressed in 
the Community Review do not 
necessarily reflect the posi-
tion of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Harrisburg. The Federa-
tion does not endorse any can-
didate or political party for any 
elected office.



www.jewishharrisburg.org   |  february 24, 2012  |  3



4  |  community review  |  greater harrisburg’s jewish newspaper

federation | annual campaign

Jacob Aaron
Rachel Aaron
Steve Aaron
Zachary Abel

Marilynn Abrams
Richard Abrams

Edward Beck
Joseph Bernstein

Martin Brill
Mandy Cheskis

Daniel Clearfield
Bruce Fields

Blanche Figowitt
Joseph Gewirtz

Mary Gibson
Gerald Gorelick

Margaret Grotzinger
Julie Halbert

Jill Henig
David Herman

Joel Hervitz
Carol Hoffman
Schenley Kent
Perri Kessler
Harriet Kopp

Andrea Lieber
Steven Loux
Mark Maisel

Neysa Maisel
Akiva Males

Spencer Markowitz
Steven Markowitz
Hannah Merwin
Barbara Millner

Ron Muroff
Sharon Okin

Jodie Raffensperger
Laura Reback

Bryan Reid

Samuel Rosen
Arlene Ross

Jennifer Ross
Steven Roth

David Schertz
Marjorie Sherman

Lee Siegel
Robin Snyder
Audrey Soffer

Michael Solomon
Mindy Solomon
Beth Voystock

Eli Weikert
Lexi Weikert

Michael Wishnow

FEDERATION STAFF
Andrea Weikert
Carl Braunegg
Cheryl Yablon
Patti Bromley
Kim Evanoff

Deb Heverling
Terri Travers

Linda Skulsky
Terry Fisher

Jay Steinberg
Angie Stoll

Leslie Wiener
Dan Henderson
George Rittner
Lauren Jacobs

Michelle Wickwire
Francine Feinerman

Beth Romano
Lillian Rappaport

Howard Ross

THE GOOD WE DO IS UP TO YOU!
SUPER SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Months of planning go into making Super Sunday possible. In addition to organizing the thousands of pledge cards, setting up the phones, and providing 

refreshments, volunteers are enlisted and trained to call on behalf of the 2012 Annual Campaign. 
Thanks go to the following volunteers and staff members who devoted their time and talent to make the day a success. 
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YOUR GIFT TO THE 2012 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN OF THE
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER HARRISBURG 

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE…

WHEN YOU GIVE TO THE 2012 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

During this time of transition, it has never been more important to make your gift!  Support the Annual Campaign and our 
programs and agencies that do so much for so many here in Harrisburg!

1. Go to our secure Web site – www.jewishharrisburg.org
2. Call us at 236-9555 Ext. 3299 or 3204.
3. E-mail our Federation office – f.feinerman@jewishfedhbg.org or b.romano@jewishfedhbg.org
4. Respond when contacted/called
5. Mail in your gift/pledge
6. Drop it off

Your gift to the Federation’s Annual Campaign helps provide vital programs and services to the community. Please make 
your commitment to the 2012 Annual Campaign today and help the Federation and its family of agencies continue to serve 
nearly 6,000 individuals and families living in the greater Harrisburg area.

Building Community Together …
THE GOOD WE DO IS UP TO YOU!

 3301 N Front Street, Harrisburg, PA  17110
717-236-9555 • www.jewishharrisburg.org

DID YOU KNOW THAT A GIFT OF APPRECIATED
SECURITIES IS A POPULAR ALTERNATIVE

TO A CASH GIFT BECAUSE IT ACTUALLY SAVES
TAXES TWICE?

You receive an income tax deduction for the full fair market value of your securities (if you’ve held them for more than one 
year) plus you also save the capital gain tax on the appreciation.

Give publicly traded securities that have appreciated in value. Receive a charitable deduction for the full fair market value of 
the securities on the date the gift is made. In addition, pay no capital gains tax on the appreciation.

If your stock certificates are held with a bank or a broker, please instruct your broker to transfer the stock electronically. 
Please contact Carl Braunegg at 717-236-9555 ext. 3201 for information on how to transfer your stock.

Notify Jewish Federation before making your gift of securities. Include the date, stock name, number of shares and cost 
basis. Without prior notification, stock gifts transferred to Jewish Federation without the identity of the donor, make it difficult 
to credit and acknowledge the donor.
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jcc news

A SENIOR FOOTNOTE
By Esther I. Boldes

Originally there would have been an article about Chanukah, the 
Maccabees and the excavations of the ruins of Modien in Israel. But time 
for that is past.

So instead, let me talk about Tu Bishvat happening this month of February. 
�ere is no mentioning of this holiday in the Torah. �e Mishnah mentions 
it only as the New Year of trees. �ere is the argument as to which day is the 
correct date: �e ­rst of the month of Shevat or Tu Bishvat, which means 
the ­fteenth of the month. When the tree was planted, its fruit was not to be 
eaten for three years; the fourth year, fruit is dedicated for sacri­ce and after 
that you were entitled to eat from that tree. �e age of the tree started at one, 
even if it was planted one day before the 15th of Shevat.

As to customs prescribed for this 
minor holiday, eating a new fruit 
or eating seven di�erent species is 
one. In Israel, the Orange Blossoms 
are out, and the smell is wonderful. 
It is also the time for planting new 
trees. In 1890, Rabbi Ze'ev Yavetz, 
one of the founders of the Misrachi 
movement, took his student in 
Sichron Yaacov, an agricultural 

settlement and planted trees. �e custom was adopted for good in 1908 by 
the Jewish National Fund (We all remember putting coins into the Blue 
Box) to oversee land reclamation and forestation of the land. In particular, 
monies were spent to plant Eucalyptus trees in the Chula valley, which was 
a source of Malaria and the mosquito infestation at the time.

Also a major day of planting new trees, some of the Israeli important 
institutions had their cornerstones laid on Tu Bishvat. �e cornerstone for 
the Hebrew University took place on that day in 1918, the Technion in 
Haifa in 1925 and the Knesset (Israel's parliament) in 1949.

Tu Bishvat is considered the Ecological interpretation of the world's 
Arbor Day. Go and plant a tree, a �ower or anything that grows to green 
the world.

Shalom!

JCC Seniors Show Their Appreciation
By Esther Boldes

On January 10, 2012 at the JCC 
Senior Adult Club's monthly busi-
ness meeting, the members decided 
to show their great appreciation to 
be back in their home at the Jew-
ish Community Center building. 
“Nothing feels better than being 
back where we belong.”

So, on January 31st, the Club pre-
sented Federation CEO Jay Stein-
berg with a check for $1000.00 to-
wards the repair of the building.

From left to right: Harriet Kopp, 
Sally Kravetz, Esther Boldes, Barbara 
Lock, Ann Feierman, Jay Steinberg, 
Dan Kaplan, Melvin Michaels, and 
Zelda Arch.

Almond tree in bloom on Tu Bishvat

Plate of seven fruits
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Hopefully you have seen the flyers in the Community Review for the two vacation trips that are available through the JCC.  
In the spring, May 6-12, 2012 we will be heading to Chicago.  We have 26 people signed up for this trip.  Please let me know as 
soon as possible if you have any interest in going with us!  A $75 per person deposit for the Chicago trip is due ASAP.  Please call 
Cheryl at 236-9555 Ext. 3115 with any questions.  These trips are open to everyone who would like to go – ask your family, friends 
or neighbors!

Classes available at the Jewish Community Center: 

SilverSneakers® MSROM – Have Fun and move to 
the music through a variety of exercises designed 
to increase muscular strength, range of move-
ment, and activity for daily living skills.  Hand-held 
weights, elastic tubing with handles, and a ball 
are offered for resistance, and a chair is used for 
seated and/or standing support.  Tuesday/Thurs-
day mornings 9:15 -10:00 a.m  AND Wednesday 
mornings at 10:45 – 11:30 a.m.   Drop-in Fee $5.00 
per class.  Free to JCC members and SilverSneak-
ers® participants. 

SilverSneakers® CardioFit – Get up & go with an aer-
obic class for you – safe, heart healthy and gentle 
on the joints.  The workout includes easy to follow 
low-impact movement and upper body strength, 
abdominal conditioning, stretching and relaxation 
exercises designed to energize your active lifestyle.  
Mondays at 10:45-11:30 a.m./ Wednesday 11:45 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Drop-in Fee $5 per class.  Free to 
JCC members and SilverSneakers® participants. 

SilverSneakers® YogaStretch – YogaStretch will 
move your whole body through a complete series 
of seated and standing yoga poses.  Chair sup-
port is offered to safely perform a variety of pos-
tures designed to increase flexibility, balance and 
range of movement.  Restorative breathing exer-
cises and final relaxation will promote stress re-
duction and mental clarity.  Mondays 11:45-12:30 
p.m. and Wednesdays 12:45-1:30 p.m.  Drop-in 
Fee $5 per class.  Free to JCC members and Sil-
verSneakers® participants. 

Gentle Yoga – Easy Poses for those new to Yoga.  
Must be able to get down on to floor.  Mondays 
at 9:45 -10:30 a.m. or Tuesdays at 5:00-5:45 p.m.  
Drop-in Fee $5 per class.  Free to JCC members 
and SilverSneakers® participants. 

SilverSplash® – Activate your aqua urge for vari-
ety!  SilverSplash® offers lots of fun and shallow 
water moves to improve agility, flexibility and 
cardiovascular endurance.  No swimming ability 
is required and a special SilverSneakers® kick-
board is used to develop strength, balance and 
coordination. Mondays/Wednesday 9:30 -10:30 
a.m.  Drop-in Fee $5 per class.  Free to JCC mem-
bers and SilverSneakers® participants. 

The Jewish Community Center is offering the fol-

lowing senior events which will be held at the Kes-
her Israel Synagogue’s social hall, 2500 N. Third St., 
Harrisburg:

Every Tuesday at 10:15AM – Discussion Group
11:00AM – Chair Exercise • 11:30AM – Line Dancing

Every Thursday at 10:30AM – Choral Group
11:00AM – Chair Exercise • 11:30AM – Line Dancing 

Senior Lunch will be served Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at Noon.  Reservations are preferred two days 
in advance if possible, but no later than 4:00PM the 
day before. Call Cheryl 236-9555 EXT. 3115

After-lunch Programs are:

February 28, 2012 – “Venice: Floating World”-this 
lecture will highlight elements of the city’s pres-
ent-day appeal--it’s music, art and architecture, as 
well as the intrigue and violence that marred its 
past.  Given by John Maietta new lecturer to the 
JCC Senior Adult Club.

March 1, 2012 – “Something Historic” with Herb 
Rochman.  You’ll always learn something new 
even if you paid attention in your High School 
History class

March 6, 2012 – Business Meeting/Birthday Party.  
FREE Blood Pressure Screenings by a BAYADA 
Nurse

March 8, 2012 – JCC Senior Adult Club/Chisuk Emu-
na Lunch and Learn Program.   “The Improbable 
History of the Sarajevo Hagaddah” by Susan 
Leviton.  Susan will weave songs around the ac-
tual events that allowed a treasured 14th Century 
Spanish Hagaddah to be saved and saved again.  
The program will explore the historic roots un-
derpinning Geraldine Brookes’ bestselling People 
of the Book.  (The real story’s even better!!)  A fac-
simile edition of the actual hagaddah and other 
examples of 15th and 16th century haggadot will 
be on hand.  Susan Leviton travels around the 
country teaching and demonstrating the richness 
of Yiddish culture.

March 13, 2012 – In collaboration with Andrea Leiber 
PhD. The JCC Senior Adult club will host Profes-
sor Amy Wlodarski, Associate Professor of Music, 
Dickinson College.  Professor Wlodarski will speak 
on “Ghetto Terezin and the Experience of Music”

March 15, 2013 – The Jewish Perspective by Robert 

Axelrod, Educational Director of Beth El Temple

March 20, 2012 – “C” is for Composers--Hoagy 
Carmichael, Sammy Cahn, and Betty Comden” – 
Continuing the “musical” alphabet with our own 
John Hope.

March 21, 2012 – Bus Trip to Dutch Apple Dinner 
Theatre to see the musical, “9 to 5”.  Bus leaves 
the JCC at 10:30am.  You must have a paid reser-
vation for this trip.

March 22, 2012 – JCC Senior Adult Club/Chisuk Emuna 
Lunch and Learn.  Rabbi Ron Muroff will present a 
lecture, “Getting Ready for Passover – Spiritually”

March 27, 2012 – London: Britannia Rules!  From the 
Black Death to the Blitz, from Bedlam to the Beat-
les, London has seen it all.  This lecture will offer a 
selection of sights and stories from this sprawling, 
vibrant metropolis and its colorful two-thousand-
year history.  Lecture presented by John Maietta, 
new lecturer to the JCC Senior Adult Club.

March 29, 2012 – JCC Senior Adult Club/Chisuk Emuna 
Lunch and Learn.  Dr. Michael Green will present 
“Comics and Medicine:  You Must Be Joking!”  Mi-
chael Green M.D., M.S. is a physician and bioethi-
cist at the Penn State University’s Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center.  He is Chair of the Hospital Ethics 
Committee, and Director of the Program in bioeth-
ics.  He attended medical school at the University of 
Illinois and completed residency in internal medicine 
at Northwestern University.  He received fellowship 
training in clinical medical ethics at the University of 
Chicago’s Center for Clinical Medical Ethics, and in 
general internal medicine and medical ethics at the 
University of Wisconsin.  He is currently a Profes-
sor in the Departments of Humanities and Internal 
Medicine, where he cares for patients, teaches medi-
cal students and residents, and conducts research in 
bioethics.  He has published numerous articles and 
received many grant awards for his research, which 
most recently has focused on helping patients make 
informed decisions with the help of interactive com-
puter-based decision aids.  He has had a life-long in-
terest in comics and was a co-organizer of two inter-
national conferences on Comics and Medicine.  For 
the past several years he has taught a course on the 
topic to 4th year medical students at Hershey, and 
he is the co-author of a recent paper published in the 
BMJ on Comics and Medicine.

JCC ADULT PROGRAMS

jcc news

WE ARE ALMOST THERE!!!!
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It’s Not Just Cocoa and Coffee…
Kosher Cocoa Café offers
so much more!
By Patti Bromley

DID YOU KNOW that the Kosher Cocoa Café of-
fers so much more than co�ees, lattes, hot cocoa, and 
Chai tea? You can also get a variety of breakfast foods, 
including bagels, mu©ns, hot oatmeal, granola bars, 
fresh fruit, and a variety of baked goods.

BUT, the best-kept “secret” is that the Kosher Cocoa 
Café also o�ers a variety of delicious lunch fare, includ-
ing tuna ­sh and egg salad �at breads and wraps, salads, 
yogurt, and tasty fruit smoothies. �ese are great for 
grabbing on your way back to the o©ce after a workout, 
if the weather’s bad and you don’t feel like going out, or 
if you’re on the go and want to pick up a quick lunch – 
AND it’s not fast-food!

Yvonne and Chris Meeder, proprietors of the Kosher 
Cocoa Café are only too happy to provide a�ordable, 
freshly-prepared healthy options. �eir idea for open-
ing a café at the JCC derived from the vision that they 
wanted a place where the entire community can come, be comfortable and relax, and enjoy a light lunch. In ad-
dition, those who keep Kosher can be assured that everything served in the Café is certi­ed Kosher and under 
the supervision of Rabbi Akiva Males. Yvonne stated that, “Our logo is ‘where old friends and new friends meet’. 
So it’s our local “Co�ee Bar” where everyone is important and we know your name.”

�e Kosher Cocoa Café is named after Chris, Yvonne’s older son. When he was a student at Penn State Main 
and a member of Hillel, his nickname was Kosher Cocoa.

 So, stop by and check out the Café. You won’t be disappointed.
If you want to check out a detailed menu, visit the Café on Facebook at www.facebook.com/koshercocoacafe.

Ghetto Terezín
and the Experience of Music

Tuesday, March 13, 2012
JCC, Henry Miller
Auditorium

On Tuesday March 13, 2012 the 

JCC Senior Adult Club will be do-

ing another joint venture with 

Andrea Lieber, PhD., Associate 

Professor of Religion at Dickinson 

College.

Andrea will be providing a pro-

gram “Ghetto Terezin and the Experience of Music” with Amy 

Wlodarski, Associate Professor of Music, Dickinson College 

Prof. Wlodarski's current research explores the relationship 

among music, trauma, memory and politics. She has pub-

lished several articles on the way composers have imagined 

the Holocaust in musical works ranging from Arnold Schoen-

berg to Steve Reich. She has given preperformance lectures 

at the Los Angeles Opera, the Philadelphia Orchestra and the 

Harrisburg Symphony orchestra. At Dickinson, she teaches 

courses in music history and conducts the Dickinson College 

Choir. She was named the 2010 co-recipient of the Oral His-

tory Association's Pedagogy and Teaching Award, and in 2011 

received the Distinguished Teaching Award, the highest honor 

given to a Dickinson faculty member. In 2012-13, Prof. Wlodar-

ski will be a Harry Starr Fellow at Harvard's Center for Jewish 

Studies.

Because of limited space in the Miller Auditorium, we can 

only accommodate 50 people for lunch, so please get your 

reservation in early. Call Cheryl at 236-9555 Ext. 3115. We will 

try to fit in some extra chairs at the back of the room for those 

who would like to come to just hear the lecture.

Sunday, February 26, 2012
2 p.m. at The Residence
4004 Linglestown Road 

You won’t want to miss this film.  If you enjoyed the 
January one titled “the Jewish Forward” you will love 
“The Golden Age of 2nd Avenue.”

It’s a special 40th Anniversary Edition.  This is 
reminiscence dear to anyone with a love of Yiddish.

It is hosted by Herschel Bernardi and a special 
introduction by Theodore Bickel.  This is written by 
eight-time Emmy Winner/writer Morton Silverstein.

Refreshments will be served. Call Ann Feierman 
at 441-8863 if you are not on the list.  Everyone is 
welcome.

THE FEDERATION’S
YIDDISH CLUB 
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By Calla Samuels
Calla Samuels, a former member of the Harrisburg community who remains in close touch with 

many, recently went to Israel and is requesting help and support, as follows:
If you have been to Israel, you have probably noticed, in passing, the multitude of stray 

animals wandering the streets. In any city that you visit there, this is very evident. �e Israeli 
population and visitors have become so used to the situation and so desensitized, that people 
simply go about their lives/their business and continue to walk past the starving, neglected 
animals.

I have been lucky enough to have visited Israel approximately nine times. However, this 
last visit in December caused me to really pause and take notice. �e stray animal population 
in our homeland is completely out of control. It is worse than I have ever seen it. You can't 
walk down any street without observing it. As an animal lover and a lover of Israel, it ruined 
my visit.

So I returned to Baltimore and felt that something must be done. It is our obligation as 
Jews to make the world right; to right the wrongs around us. It is my dream that we, in the 
United States and beyond, can help to make a di�erence in this regard. I would love to solve 
the problem country-wide, but we need to start somewhere. So we'll start in Jerusalem. I 
had a long conversation with Varda Linett, the Chairperson of the Jerusalem Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ( JSPCA). She would love our help.

�e Israel Government website - speci­cally the Ministry of Environmental Protection 
– states, "Overpopulation of stray cats is a major problem in Israel...Stray cats are subject to 
hunger, su�ering, disease and death." �e government, however, doesn’t have a program to 
spay or neuter street cats and other strays. It is up to the individual local municipality to ­nd 
the funds. Cat feeders feed cats, but few spay or neuter. Dogs are an issue, as well. Dogs are 
trapped and sent to the pound to await their fate.

�e JSPCA works with a sister organization, Spay Israel, to provide spay and neuter ser-
vices.

JSPCA has the expertise and the willingness to make a di�erence. However, funds are 
desperately needed.

HELP NEEDED FOR ISRAEL’S STRAYS

Here is a link to a video about JSPCA http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuN65jsh0kc as 
well as their website www.jspca.org.il

�us, I am trying to start a grassroots fundraising campaign to end this horrible situation.
�e only way to get it under control is with funds. So please help! According to Varda 

Linett, you can make a charitable, tax-deductible donation through PayPal by going to your 
PayPal account (or open one...it is free and easy), and logging in. Go to “send money” and put 
in their email jspca.jeru@gmail.com, click "purchases" and then "services.” In addition, in the 
subject line, please type in Operation SOS –Save Our Stray. No amount is too small. And, 
no amount is too large! Every amount is greatly appreciated. �e more funding that comes 
in, the more animals that can be treated and saved from procreating future litters, which, in 
turn, su�er and have more litters.

If you are an animal lover, or if you care about Israel, or if you simply have compassion, 
please contribute. Together, we can make a di�erence...one animal at a time. Please pass this 
information on to other family members and friends in other communities. �is campaign is 
person to person, community to community. Only then can we truly help Israel.

I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
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Chisuk Emuna Congregation is the proud sponsor of 
Rosh Hodesh It’s a Girl Thing .......a program of Moving 
Traditions.

Through generous donations and fees charged, this pro-
gram has been part of some area teen girls’ monthly ac-
tivities for the past six years. Group leaders have listened, 
guided, reviewed materials, prepared lessons, laughed and 
eaten snacks with over 100 girls from grades 6 through 
10.  The groups are made up of girls from many commu-
nity synagogues and a variety of area schools.  Some girls 
were friends before the group, others knew of each other 
and still others have met and made new friends.

The program is designed to help the girls grapple with 
the life issues they care about most including body im-
age, popularity, friendship, romantic relationships and 
decision making.  For the girls, the meetings are fun, age 
appropriate and help develop healthy self images.

Rosh Hodesh reflects the values of Jewish tradition and 
community that are relevant and meaningful to the lives 
of the girls.  The program curriculum is leased from Mov-
ing Traditions. 

Chisuk Emuna is happy to share the program with the 
teens in the Harrisburg area. If you have any questions 
about the program, please contact Ricci Doctrow at ric-
cirub@comcast.net.

ROSH HODESH…
IT’S A GIRL THING

BNAI TZEDEK TO HOLD TEEN MITZVAH DAY
Bnai Tzedek is SUPER-EXCITED to announce its next upcoming event for Harrisburg area 

teens!  On Sunday, March 18th, 2012 Bnai Tzedek is holding a TEEN MITZVAH DAY.  All teens are 
encouraged to participate.  Ages 12-15 will help repaint Jewish Family Services Group Home.  
Ages 16 and up will help build a home with Habitat for Humanity.  After a few hours of valuable 
mitzvah-doing, everyone will get back together for an ice cream party.  All participants will get 
a leather slap bracelet to remember their helpful work!

All participants should bring $5 and a kosher for Passover non-perishable food item to be 
donated to the JFS Kosher Food Pantry. To participate in this event, email bnaitzedekhbg@
gmail.com.
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synagogue life

READING OF NAMES SCHEDULED for APRIL 18-19 AT BETH EL TEMPLE

BETH EL TEMPLE BOOK CLUB
WELCOMES AUTHOR
SHARON POMERANTZ
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 7:30 P.M.

Join the Jewish community on Wednesday 

evening, April 18 at Beth El Temple to commemo-

rate Yom Hashoah with the Reading of Names, a 

vigil in which the names of our Kedoshim (those 

who lost their lives during the Holocaust) are read 

continuously over a period of 24 hours.  

In order to continue passing the torch of mem-

ory to the next generation, students from congre-

gational Religious Schools as well as the Silver 

Academy will take part on the conduct of the 

opening ceremony.  

Names are being read by a variety of Jewish 

and non-Jewish groups. Individuals, congrega-

tions, organizations, youth groups and churches 

have signed on to read names during the vigil.

Unto Every Person There is a Name seeks to 

dignify the memories of the victims of the Shoah 

(the Nazi Holocaust) by reading their names aloud.  

These victims were stripped of their names by 

their oppressors and tattooed with numbers.  

Through the public reading of the names of Ho-

locaust victims, this program strives to restore a 

portion of their humanity and to retrieve them for 

the lost depths of anonymity.  

If you would like to have the opportunity to par-

ticipate in the Reading of Names, please contact 

Lillian Rappaport at 236-9555, ext. 3402.

Beth El Temple Book Club is delighted to welcome 

Sharon Pomerantz, author of Rich Boy, to Harrisburg on 

March 14 as she tours to promote the recently released 

paperback edition of her book.  Rich Boy, her first novel, 

was the winner of the National Foundation for Jew-

ish Culture’s Goldberg Prize for Debut Fiction, and was 

chosen by Entertainment Weekly as one of the Ten Best 

Novels of 2010.  It was also chosen by Booklist as one of 

the Ten Best First Novels of 2010.  A sweeping saga, the 

story chronicles one man’s journey from a blue collar 

Jewish suburb of 1950s Philadelphia to the high society 

of 1980’s New York, capturing the intimate truths and 

hypocrisies of class, ambition, success and identity.

Sharon Pomerantz is familiar to many readers.  Her 

short fiction has appeared in numerous literary jour-

nals, as well as on NPR’s Selected Shorts program, 

and her story “Ghost Knife,” originally published in 

Ploughshares, was included in Best American Short 

Stories 2003.  As a non-fiction writer, Pomerantz con-

tributes regularly to Hadassah Magazine, and has writ-

ten for the Jewish Week, the Forward and the Chicago 

Tribune.  She currently teaches writing at the Univer-

sity of Michigan.

Plan on joining us at Beth El Temple for a fascinat-

ing book discussion with author Sharon Pomerantz on 

Wednesday evening, March 14.  The program begins 

at 7:30 p.m. in Rosen Sisterhood Hall.  A dessert re-

ception accompanies the program @ $10 couvert per 

person.  Come and bring a friend—the entire commu-

nity is invited to participate in this very special event!  

Kindly RSVP to the Beth El Temple Office at 232-0556.
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synagogue life
BETH EL TEMPLE
232-0556
www.betheltemplehbg.org

Minyan 7 a.m. daily and 
5:30 p.m.  Sunday morning 
at 9 a.m.   

SHABBAT SERVICES
Fridays
February 24: Hors 
d’oeuvres, 5:45 p.m.
Service, 6 p.m.

Saturdays
February 25: JAVA ‘n’ 
TORAH (Us and Them:Are 
We In This Together, Or 
Not),  9 a.m.  Service, 10 
a.m. Minchah 5:35 p.m.
 
ADULT EDUCATION WITH
RABBI CYTRYN: Tuesday, 
February 28: “Engaging Is-
rael: Foundations for a New 
Relationship” 7:15 p.m.  

Refreshments served
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

CHISUK EMUNA
CONGREGATION
232-4851
www.chisukemuna.org
chisukemuna@comcast.net

Minyan times: Monday, 
Thursday mornings,
6:50 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Senior Adult Lunch Program – 10 a.m., JCC
Program: “Venice: Floating World” with 
Lecturer John Maietta, 12:30 p.m. 
    
THURSDAY, MARCH 1
Senior Adult Lunch Program – 10 a.m., JCC
Program: “Something Historic” with
Herb Rochman

SATURDAY, MARCH 3
Adult Sports Banquet, 7:30 p.m., JCC

SUNDAY, MARCH 4
Purim Carnival, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., JCC

TUESDAY, MARCH 6
Senior Adult Lunch Program – 10 a.m., JCC
Federation Board of Trustees Mtg., 7:30 p.m.,
JCC 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
EREV PURIM

  
THURSDAY, MARCH 8 - PURIM

Senior Adult Lunch Program – 10 a.m., JCC
Program: Lunch N Learn: “The Improbable
Lesson of the Sarajevo Hagaddah” with
Susan Leviton

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

community calendar

February 24 ................................ 5:35 p.m.
March 2...................................... 5:43 p.m.
March 9...................................... 5:50 p.m.

CANDLELIGHTING

evenings, 7:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings, 7 a.m.  
Friday evening services at 
7 p.m., Saturday evening 
at same time as Friday 
evening candle-lighting 
time.  Saturday morning 
services at 9:15 a.m.
For more information 
about Chisuk Emuna pro-
grams and services, please 
call our office at 232-4851.

CONGREGATION
BETH ISRAEL
Lebanon
273-2669

Visit the Congregation
Beth Israel Web Site at 
www.congregation-
beth-israel.org.
All are welcome to our 
egalitarian services:  Sun-
days at 9 a.m., Mondays 
and Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.  
Our Shabbat services, lead 
by Rabbi Paula Reimers, 
are at 8 p.m. on Friday 
evenings and on Shabbat 
morning at 9:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by Kiddush.      
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

CONGREGATION
BETH TIKVAH
Carlisle
245-2811
www.bethtikvah.org

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

HISTORIC B’NAI JACOB
Middletown
319-3014

Historic B’nai Jacob Syna-
gogue, Historic B’nai Jacob 
Synagogue, Water and 
Nissley Streets 

in Middletown, will con-
duct Purim services and 
Magillah Reading Saturday, 
March 10th at 7:00 pm.
We are a community Shul, 
all are welcome.
Visit website for more 
information - www.bnai-
jacob.org
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

KESHER ISRAEL
CONGREGATION
238-0763
www.kesherisrael.org

Participate in our daily Min-
yanim. Mornings: Sundays 
and Federal holidays at 
8 a.m., Monday through 
Friday at 6:45 a.m. Rosh 
Chodesh and fast days at 
6:30 a.m.  Evening services 
begin at 20 minutes before 
sunset.
Please join us for our 9 
a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vices - followed by kiddush
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
697-2662
www.tbshalom.org

Be sure to check out Temple 
Beth Shalom’s website: 
http://tbshalom.org.
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

TEMPLE OHEV SHOLOM
233-6459

Friday, February 24:  Family 
Shabbat Service, 7:30 p.m., 
Sanctuary
Saturday, February 25: 
Tot Shabbat, 10:30 a.m., 
Lehrman Chapel - Service 
for little ones from birth 
through age 6. 
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3125 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 545-3774

Nathan Bitner, Supr

Hetrick-Bitner  
Funeral Home, Inc

We are honored to be 
selected as the funeral home
for the Jewish Community.
We have served the greater Harrisburg community 

for over 70 years and are committed to helping 
families before, during and after their time of need.

If you have any questions or concerns during this 
time of transition, please call either Nathan Bitner or 
Graham Hetrick at 545-3774 and we will be happy 

to assist any of your needs.

BRACHENDORF
MEMORIALS, INC.

REPRESENTATIVE: JOHN MCGINNESS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

l ife cycle
BERNARD BLANK

Bernard Blank, Brooklyn, NY, 
passed away on Saturday, February 
11, 2012. Bernard was 87.  He is 
survived by his wife, Aileen “Glo-
ria” Blank; son Paul (Carol) Blank 
of Gettysburg; son David Blank, 
of Brooklyn; son Roger Blank, of 
Manhattan; and grandchildren Jes-
sica, Lauren, and Marissa. Funeral 
services were held privately in New 
York. Your attendance at minyan or 
contributions to Beth El Temple will 
be a source of comfort to the family.  

ALLEN W. KOPLOVITZ
Allen W. Koplovitz, 93, of Har-

risburg, passed away on Sunday, 
February 05, 2012.

He was born on June 1, 1918 in 
Harrisburg, PA, a son of the late Jo-
seph and Bessie (Gordon) Koplovitz. 
He was a 1935 graduate of William 
Penn High School and a WW II 
veteran of the United States Army 
Signal Corps. He retired as manag-
er from Pantry Pride and Food Fair 
Stores with 40 years of service. He 
retired from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania Department of Rev-
enue in 1999. He was a member 
of Chisuk Emuna Congregation 
and William S. Snyder Lodge #756 
F&AM. Allen loved opera; clas-
sical music; the New York Giants; 
the New York Rangers and the San 
Francisco Giants.

In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his wife Vir-
ginia C. (McQuade) Koplovitz and 
brothers Dr. S. Lawrence Koplovitz, 
Israel Koplovitz and Irving Koplo-
vitz. He is survived by his daughter, 
Marcia Spangler and her husband 
Tim B. of Harrisburg; grandchil-
dren Ashley Allyn Lenno and her 
husband Frank of York, Ryan Pat-
rick Spangler of Arlington, VA and 
a great-granddaughter Ava Allyn 
Lenno. Funeral services were held 
on Monday, February 6th in the 
Chapel of Chisuk Emuna Ceme-
tery, with Rabbi Ron Muro� o©ci-
ating. Burial was in Chisuk Emuna 
Cemetery. Arrangements were 
handled by the Hetrick-Bitner Fu-
neral Home. To send condolences 
to the Koplovitz family, please go 
to www.hetrickbitner.com.

SYLVIA LEVY
Sylvia Levy, 95, of Hilton Head, 

SC, and formerly of Harrisburg, 
passed away on Saturday, February 
4, 2012 at home. She was born on 
January 30, 1917 in Wilkes Barre, 
PA to the late Moishe and Rose 
(Cimmet) Weinberger. Sylvia was a 
graduate of NYU and was a substi-
tute teacher for William Penn High 
School and the Central Dauphin 

School District. She was a mem-
ber of Beth El Temple, Harrisburg, 
the Beth El Sisterhood, the Jewish 
Community Center, the Guild of 
the Jewish Home of Greater Har-
risburg, and a life-long member of 
Hadassah. Sylvia enjoyed the arts, 
was an avid reader and kept up on all 
the happenings in politics and cur-
rent events. She was the widow of 
Bernard Levy. Surviving are her two 
daughters, Janice Kaden of Hilton 
Head, SC, Alice Ginsburg and her 
husband Steve of Houston, Texas; 
three grandchildren, Roger Kaden 
and his wife Valerie, Jennifer Anne 
Kussman and her husband Ryan, 
Mitchell Ginsburg; and two great-
grandsons, Jack Kaden, and Charlie 
Kaden. She was preceded in death 
by her brother Joseph Weinberger 
and her son-in-law Jerry Kaden.

Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, February 7th in the Chapel 
of Beth El Cemetery, with Rabbi 
Eric Cytryn o©ciating. Burial was 
in Beth El Cemetery. Arrangements 
were handled by the Hetrick-Bitner 
Funeral Home. Memorial contribu-
tions in Sylvia’s honor may be made 
to the Jewish Home of Greater 
Harrisburg, 4000 Linglestown 
Road, Harrisburg, PA 17112 or to 
the Rabbi David L. Silver Yeshiva 
Academy, 3301 North Front Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17110. To send con-
dolences to the Levy family, please 
go to www.hetrickbitner.com.

ROBERT S. MIRIN
Robert S. Mirin, 68, of Har-

risburg, died �ursday, February 
9, 2012 at the Jewish Home of 
Greater Harrisburg surrounded by 
his loving family and friends. He 
graduated from the University of 
Maryland, Vanderbilt Law School, 
George Washington University 
(Labor Law Masters), and was an 
attorney in private practice. Robert 
was the son of the late Simon and 
Eleanore Mirin and is survived by 
his wife Joanna (Bucciarelli); sons 
Sol and Seth (Abby); stepchildren 
Donna Fox, Donal Bankus, and 
Michael Bankus; grandchildren 
Ryeli, Paige, and Chelsea Mirin; 
step-grandchildren, Cole Bankus 
and Anina Fox; and a sister, Kath-
leen Brophy. Graveside services 
were held on Tuesday, February 
14th at the Hershey Cemetery. In 
lieu of �owers, the family requests 
memorial contributions be made 
to Chisuk Emuna Congregation 
Building Fund, P.O. Box 5507 
Harrisburg, PA 17110. Hoover 
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc. 
in Hershey handled arrangements. 
Share condolences with the family 
at www.hooverfuneralhome.com.

HELEN MAY ARLENE
SEBASTIAN

Helen May Arlene Sebastian, 82, 
of Harrisburg passed away peace-
fully Friday, February 3, 2012 at 
Harrisburg Hospital. Helen en-
joyed traveling and spending time 
with her great- grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Albert S. Sebastian, and her 
son, Wayne J. Sebastian. Helen is 
survived by her sons John W. Se-
bastian of Harrisburg and Frank J. 
Sebastian and wife, Kelley, of Mid-
dletown; three daughters, Elvira M. 
Kesler and husband, John, of Har-
risburg, Lorraine E. Sebastian of 
Harrisburg, and Deborah I. Barisch 
and husband, Loren, of Harrisburg; 
one sister, Sarah E. Drayer and her 
husband, Dean, of Lemoyne; 13 
grandchildren, and many great-
grandchildren. Funeral services 
were held on Friday, February 10th 
at Hetrick-Bitner Funeral Home. 
Burial will be at Indiantown Gap 
National Cemetery. To send con-
dolences to the family, please visit 
http://www.hetrickbitner.com.

TOBY ORSTEIN YABLOW
Toby Orstein Yablow passed 

away on April 10, 2011, just two 
days after her 85th birthday. She 
had recently moved from West 
Palm Beach, Florida to East Nori-
ton, PA, with her husband, Milton. 
Surviving, in addition to her hus-
band, are a sister, Winnie Melman, 
Reseda California; daughters Toby 
Sterling (husband Dr. Richard) of 
North Walles, PA, and Anne Ka-
dar (husband Shimon) of Modim, 
Israel; grandchildren Blair, Alli-
son, and Matthew Sterling, Gilad 
Kedar; nephews Jim (wife Helen) 
and Je� (wife Lana) Melman, and 
grand-niece Rachel; great-nephews 
Zachary and Luke Melman.

Burial was in Shalom Memorial 
Park, Philadelphia PA. Contribu-
tion may be made to the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Harrisburg, 
3301 North Front Street, Harris-
burg, PA 17110; 

Chisuk Emuna Congregation, 
P.O. Box 5509, Harrisburg, PA 
17110; Temple B’nai Jacob of Wel-
lington, 12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. 
Ste #6, Wellington FL. 33414; or 
to a charity of your choice.

NORMA GORDON
Norma Gordon, 83, passed away 

on February 9, 2012. She was born 
on June 5, 1928. Within Lebanon, 
Norma was known for being a cher-
ished religious school teacher and 
a member of Congregation Beth 
Israel Synagogue, Sisterhood, and 
Hadassah. Beloved wife of the late 

Contact

545-1081 or

232-1147

Romberger
 Memorials

Saul Gordon, Norma is survived by 
her daughters Amy S. Gordon of 
Rockville, MD and Debra L. Gor-
don of Lebanon, PA. She is also 
survived by her grandson, Jared 
A. Gordon. Services were held in 
Manchester, New Hampshire.

JEFFREY SCOTT MAGID
Je�rey Scott Magid, 53, passed 

away at the Jewish Home of Great-
er Harrisburg on Sunday, February 
12, 2012. He is survived by his wife, 
Jill Magid, his daughter, Samantha 
Magid, and his sister, Paula Spitz-
Levitas of Harrisburg, PA. A private 
funeral service for family was held 
in Philadelphia. Arrangements were 
handled by the Hetrick-Bitner Fu-
neral Home. To send condolences, 
to the Magid family, please go to 
www.hetrickbitner.com.

PAUL REIS
Paul Reis passed away at the age 

of 82 in St. Louis Park, Minnesota. 
Paul was a beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, and brother, who 
passed away peacefully in his home 
surrounded by his family. Paul was 

preceded in death by his parents, 
Aaron and Rella, and his brother 
Corky. He leaves the love of his life 
and wife of 49 years, Doris; daugh-
ters, Andrea (Mitch) Goldberger 
and Rollie (Dan) Mather; grand-
sons, Max and Howie; brother, 
Lou (Elaine) Reis; and many ador-
ing nieces, nephews and friends. 
Paul’s funeral service was held on 
Tuesday, February 7th. In lieu of 
�owers, memorials are preferred 
and can be sent to the Howard 
Goldberger Endowment Fund at 
the St. Paul, MN JCC. 
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