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Federation News
Chairman’s letter
The Four Questions
Many of us recently enjoyed the annual Passover rite of asking the four
questions. As we close our annual campaign, prepare for our allocations
meeting, and continue producing the programs and services of Federation, another set of four questions comes to mind. These are the four questions that
legendary Harvard Business School Professor of Entrepreneurial Management and fundraiser Howard Stevenson suggests any philanthropic organization should be prepared to
answer to its donors and constituents.
Are you doing important work?
Are you well-managed?
Will my gift make a difference?
Will the experience be satisfying to me?
So here’s my perspective.
Are we doing important work? Our mission is “to unite the local Jewish community to sustain
and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel, and around the world.” This is the work of repairing the world, of maintaining the continuity of our people, of caring for our sisters and
brothers in need. What work could be more important? If we do not do it, who will?
Are we well-managed? We have a capable and dedicated professional staff headed by an
accomplished executive who has successfully led our community on both the lay and
professional side. In my time on JFGR’s Board , I have seen us to be careful stewards of
our community’s resources, always raising funds before committing (allocating) them,
running a balanced budget every year, keeping our fixed costs low, and combining community resources (e.g. moving our offices to Ahavas Israel, funding a community school)
where it is efficient and sensible to do so. And I have seen us striving to promote our
values of collaboration among the Jewish organizations in the community, Jewish
connectedness and continuity, and tzedakah and tikkun olam.
Continued on page 3 ...
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Campaign Update:
Our campaign is in process
and we are nearing our
goal! Pledges to date total:
448 Pledges
$400,500*
Your donation to JFGR is 100%
tax deductible.
Payments can be made by cash,
check, credit card, or stock.
Pay in full or set up installments.
You can even pay online at
www.jewishgrandrapids.org

Board of Directors
Glenn Barkan
Davida Dennen
Machelle Hammond
Norm Kravitz
Marisa Krishef
Audrey Sundstrom
Lanny Thodey
Chad Zagel
Ex-Officio Members
Congregation Ahavas Israel
Rabbi David Krishef
Marni Vyn, President
Temple Emanuel
Rabbi Michael Schadick
David Fishman, President

Note: Any new gift or increase is
matched dollar for dollar by a
challenge grant.
*Total does not include matching grants.

Chabad House
Of Western Michigan
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 942-5553
www.jfgr.org

Live Generously.
Name _________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Please consider a 10% increase

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to
the Federation office.
I HEREBY PLEDGE TO THE FEDERATION
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN THE SUM OF: $___________
__________________________________________________
DONOR’S SIGNATURE
Method of Payment:

Check

Stock

Please Charge my:

Mastercard

Visa

Discover

American Express

__________________________________________________
Card Number

Exp. Date: __________
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Continued from page 1.

Will my gift make a difference? We are a small Jewish community. Our ability to take care of Jews here in Grand
Rapids and outside depends almost entirely on what we do and what we give. We do not raise money from Jews
outside the community, and we do not raise money from non-Jews in West Michigan. In addition to our gifts; our
energy, our participation, our talents, and our leadership contributions make a difference to the people we serve.
Whether you can give $18 or thousands, your gift makes a difference; whether you can contribute an hour of time
or hours every week, your efforts make a difference. If you would like to see the direct connection between what
we raise and whom we help—and the difference that every dollar makes—I encourage you to attend our allocations meeting, which is open to everyone, in May.
Will the experience be a satisfying one? Giving and participating in JFGR have enabled me to meet great people in the
Jewish community here in West Michigan, to learn more about our people and the wider Jewish world, and to participate in the mitzvot of tzedakah and tikkun olam—through contributions and through hands-on participation.
Leaving home for meetings or Federation-related trips, while difficult, has provided opportunities to teach our
children these values by example. Being involved on the JFGR Board has been a leadership learning experience,
one that has helped me in other areas of my life. Ultimately, this work is fulfilling, almost transcendent, in a way
unmatched by almost any other work I do outside of our family. Will you find it equally satisfying? If you’re not
yet involved to the extent you wish to be, there’s one way to find out.
Finally, to all of you who have given in this year’s campaign, I want—on behalf of Jews here in West Michigan, in
Israel, and around the world—to thank you. I hope the experience has been satisfying to you, and I would appreciate hearing your thoughts on how JFGR could make it more so.
B’shalom,
Greg

Senior News
Lunch Bunch

Future Lunch Bunch Dates:

Date: Thursday, May 24
Time: 11:30 AM
Place: Ramona’s Table
2232 Wealthy Street SE
East Grand Rapids
Cost: $8.00

Thursday, June 21
Thursday, July 26
Help...I need your suggestion of places
to dine! Do you have a favorite place
that our group would like?
Call Ann 616-942-5553

Call Ann to RSVP by Healthy Living Lecture Series
Professionals will present information on
Tuesday May 22,
today's current health topics. Presented by
616-942-5553.
Transportation available

Saint Mary's Health Care on Wednesday,
May 23, 1- 4 PM at Forest Hills Fine Arts
Center. Transportation available by calling
Ann at 616-942-5553.
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Federation News
Executive Director’s Letter
May 2012
Dear Friends,
Ok, I know I'm no film critic. That said, I'd like to tell you about this year's exciting lineup for
the 2012 Jewish Film Festival of Grand Rapids, now in its 14th year.

Our Film Festival Committee has done a fantastic job, and let me take this opportunity to thank them for their
passion and dedication to this marvelous program on our community’s cultural calendar. This year’s movie selections include two dramas, two documentaries, a comedy and an award winning, family friendly film that kicks off
the series on Sunday afternoon, April 29 (a complete description of the films, along with time and cost details and
other information, including regarding the two dinner events during the Festival, can be found inside this Shofar).
My wife Carol and I were able to screen three of the films, and in different ways they each moved us. We found
them to be of the highest quality.
One film I’d particularly like to bring to your attention is the move Torn, which will be shown on Wednesday evening, May 2, following our community dinner held at the Celebration! Cinema North theater. As I’ve written in
these pages previously, this year Grand Rapids is celebrating the 2012 Year of Interfaith Understanding, our community’s uplifting response to the horrific events of 9/11, ten years prior to Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell’s
declaration of this greater community-wide effort. Torn is an especially appropriate film and event for the 2012
Year of Interfaith Understanding.
It is the story of a Catholic priest who discovers he was a hidden child of the Holocaust. He recounts how he
learns the truth about his background, and how he goes about trying to reconcile his past and present. Only 75
minutes in length, it will be one of the most emotionally riveting 1 ¼ hours you will ever spend in a movie theater.
In addition, Sari Cohen, our programming director and driving force over many years for the Film Festival, was
able to find and is bringing to Grand Rapids a Holocaust survivor from Chicago to speak following the film about
her own experiences as a hidden child.
If you choose to come and watch Torn, or any other night from April 29 to May 3, I believe you will find it to be a
worthwhile use of your time. And please, tell your family and friends to join you!
______________________________________
As we conclude our 2011-12 fundraising campaign, I’d like to thank you for your generosity and support of our
community. As Greg writes elsewhere in this month’s newsletter, the opportunity to give back to our Jewish community, here in Grand Rapids and around the world, is a life fulfilling experience. Tzedakah is a core value of the
Jewish people, and your willingness to live that value by donating to your Jewish community is much appreciated
With warmest regards,
Mike Presant
mike@jfgr.org
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Cultural Council of the Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids presents

JAMEY TURNER
Glass Harp Concert

Monday, May 14, 7:00 PM
Congregation Ahavas Israel
2727 Michigan St. NE
RSVP by May 11, at 616-942-5553 or Sari@jfgr.org
Cost: Adults $15, College Students $5.00, Children 18 and under Free
Dessert reception to follow

Jamey Turner has been playing the glass harp for more than 30 years. He is
one of only a few dozen people in the world who have mastered the
instrument. Jamey has performed for audiences all over the world and has even
been on The Tonight Show three times with Johnny Carson. On a nice day you
can find him set up just blocks from the Alexandria, VA Waterfront.

Page
Page 66

14TH ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Sunday, April 29

THE SHOFAR

6:15 PM

DOLPHIN BOY
72 min documentary, Hebrew, Arabic with subtitles
A true story about the healing power of nature!

A teenager from an
Arab village in the
north of Israel disconnects himself
from humans following a violent attack.
As a last resort before hospitalization
in a psychiatric facilty, he is taken by
his devoted father
North
to be treated with dolphins in Eilat. This documentary is
about the devastating havoc that human violence can
Sunday, April 29
4:30 PM wreak upon the human soul, and about the healing
powers of nature and of love. This was filmed over the
course of the past four years.
Guest speaker: Judith Manassen Ramon, producer
Family matinee!
of the film. (She is a researcher who has dealt with
40 min documentary, multiple languages with subtitles
post traumatic syndrome in Israeli society from various
Academy Award Winner!
angles.)
In the heart of Tel
Aviv, there is an
7:30 PM
exceptional school Monday, April 30
where children
(Rated R: sex scene, nudity)
from 48 different
countries and di- 105 min. Drama, Polish with Subtitles
verse back1940s Poland: Middle class pianist Joanna (Urszula
grounds come to- Grabowska, who
gether to learn.
received several
Many of the stu- best actress
dents are fleeing awards for the
poverty, political adversity and even genocide. Here, role) goes to
no child is a stranger. Strangers No More follows sev- church to pray
eral students’ struggles to acclimate to life in a new
for news of her
land while slowly opening up to share their stories of
husband at the
hardship and tragedy.
front. But she
stumbles across a
DINNER AT THE CINEMA
petrified eightCatered by Jimmy John’s
5:30 PM year-old Jewish
girl, Rose, who has somehow managed to evade the
Sunday Deals: Dinner $5.00
Nazis who captured her mother. Joanna decides to
One Movie & Dinner $10.00 hide Rose in her flat, but finds herself faced with tough
Two Movies & Dinner $15.00 decisions as her neighbors become suspicious and it
becomes increasingly unclear who can be trusted.
RSVP by April 26 to 616-942-5553 or Sari@jfgr.org

STRANGERS NO MORE

JOANNA

14TH ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Tuesday, May 1

7:30 PM

REUNITING THE RUBINS (Rated PG)
97 min. Comedy, English
Lenny Rubins, an up-tight lawyer, has to put his dream
retirement on hold when his ailing mother emotionally
blackmails him into reuniting his estranged children.
They might quarrel, fight and never see eye to eye,
but they are
still family.
However, it is
going to take a
whole lot of
soul searching
and sacrifice
for all involved
to come together in this heart warming, family comedy. The
Rubins will have you thinking of your own family with
a smile.
Short film with introduction by Filmmaker Yoav
Factor.
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M I D D L E E A S TE R N D I N N E R
Wednesday, May 2

6:00 PM

Wave Room at
Celebration! Cinema North

Adults: $8.00
Children (12 and younger): $5.00
RSVP by April 30 to 616-942-5553 or Sari@jfgr.org

Thursday, May 3

7:30 PM

BRIDE FLIGHT (Rated R: sex scene, nudity)

130 min. Drama, English
Bride Flight is a lavish
romantic drama that
charts the lives of three
women who escape the
gloom of post-WWII
Wednesday, May 2
7:30 PM Holland for what they
hope will be a better
life in New Zealand.
75 min. Documentary, English, Hebrew, Polish with The women become
friends during the long
Subtitles
flight taking them to
Can one be a Catholic priest and an observant Jew at the
their waiting husbands,
same time?
who have already setIsraeli Documentary Forum Awards 2011.
tled in Christchurch.
Twelve years after he was ordained as a Polish
Upon arrival, they part
Catholic priest, Romuald Waszkinel discovers that he
ways to start their new
was born to Jewish parents, and that his name was
lives, but their paths
Jacob Weksler. The film follows his amazing journey:
continue to cross with chance meetings resulting in adulfrom conducting mass in a church in Poland to life as
tery, betrayal and near tragedy leading up to a reunan observant Jew in a religious kibbutz in Israel.
ion 50 years later.
Romuald is torn between two identities, between being Romuald Waszkinel or Jacob Weksler. He is unDespite our best intentions and efforts, sometimes arrangeable to renounce either,
ments
go awry. If necessary, we reserve the right to change or
and therefore is rejected
cancel speakers, movies or location.
by both religions and the
state of Israel. He is reFor information call: Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids,
quired to choose.
616-942-5553 or visit www.jewishgrandrapids.org
Guest speaker: a holoThe Film Festival is made possible by the generous grant from the
caust survivor with a
Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation and private donors.
similar story.

TORN
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Grand Rapids
Brand New Day and
Overnight
Summer Camp Experience
ONE WEEK CAMPING EXPERIENCE JULY 9-15
July 9-11 Day Camp in Grand Rapids
(Congregation Ahavas Israel)
July 12-15 Mini Overnight at Camp Tavor
(Three Rivers, MI)
July 15
Pick up and family day at Camp Tavor
Children entering Grades 1-5 in the fall of 2012 are invited to be a part of this exciting
short term Jewish camp experience. Campers will experience three days of Day Camp in
Grand Rapids and will have fun building community, participating in Tikkun Olam (Social
Action) projects, and developing Jewish identity. On Thursday, campers will head to beautiful
Habonim Dror Camp Tavor. There they will swim, boat, play sports, do arts and crafts, and
sing songs. They will also spend an exciting and meaningful Shabbat at Camp Tavor. This is
offered as one complete experience for 2nd - 5th graders.
1st graders can participate in the day camp portion only.
We are also running a Counselor in Training (CIT) Leadership program. Teenagers who
will be in 9th or 10th grades in the fall of 2012 are invited to apply to be CITS. CITs will
help run the day camp activities and look after the children. At Camp Tavor, CITs will be integrated with the teen campers. There will be a mandatory training day for CIT participants.
CIT applicants may be interviewed on the phone or in person.

Fees: 2nd - 5th grade - $595. Includes: 3 days of Day camp, 3 days and nights
of overnight camp, one-way transportation to Habonim Dror Camp
Tavor.
1st Grade Day Camp only - $295 & Counselor in Training program - $95
For additional information about Camp Tavor visit www.camptavor.org
or contact Sari 616-942-5553 or sari@jfgr.org.

Congregational News
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Congregation Ahavas Israel

Temple Emanuel

Lag Ba’omer: The Religious Life committee invites you
to a Lag Ba’omer bonfire hosted by Jason and
Wende Cook at their home, 1114 Quincy SW,
Grandville. Thursday May 10, 7 PM. Tractor ride
and s’mores! If you can bring a dessert or other snack
to share, please contact Jason Cook 616-299-2371.

Temple invites the Jewish community to join us for our
Annual Fundraiser. This year our evening of great fun
will feature a Progressive Dinner on
Saturday, May 19.
6:00-7:15 PM: Cocktails & Appetizers at Temple. Host
Match for dinner.
7:30-9:30 PM: Dinner at Host Home
9:30-11:00 PM: Dessert, Chance at Prizes and
$10,000 Raffle Drawing.
Come and take a chance and meet some new friends
at dinner. $36 per person. Your check is your reservation to Temple Emanuel, 1715 East Fulton St, Grand
Rapids, MI 49503. Raffle tickets are available for
purchase for $100 either from the Temple office or at
the event.

Shavuot Service schedule:
Saturday, May 26 - Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Krishef home, 2021 Michigan St. NE
9:00 PM - study session I
10:00 ma’ariv and Havdalah, dessert break
10:45 PM - study session II
If you would like to contribute a dessert (which should
be delivered before Shabbat on Friday), please contact Marisa 616-459-4627 or
MarisaRBK@gmail.com.
Sunday, May 27 - Yom Tov service, 9:30 AM,
reading of the 10 Commandments
Monday, May 28 - Yom Tov service, 9:30 AM,
including Yizkor
INTERFAITH FINE ART AND CRAFT EXHIBITION
Gala Opening Sunday May 20, 4 PM
at Ahavas Israel
Come join us as we meet the artists,
enjoy food and best of all discover the
wonderful art in our community. The
exhibition will include watercolor, oil and pastel paintings, photographs, sculpture, illustrated poetry, handmade shofar, hand-sewn and hand-woven tallits,
handmade jewelry, hook rugs, hand woven baskets,
quilts, afghans and much more.
The show is jointly sponsored by the Amanei B’nai Betzalel Art Group of Ahavas Israel and the Westminster
Presbyterian Church with a special grant which is part
of the Year of Interfaith Understanding. Additional
times for viewing the art are: Monday thru Friday
May 21 to May 25 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
The Jewish Women’s Circle presents

“Dairy Delights”
A pre-Shavout cooking demonstration.
Learn how to create an array of delectable dairy
dishes; salad, pasta, cheesecake and more!
Monday, May 21, 2012 8:00 PM At the home of
Chani Liberow, 2727 E. Fulton, cost is $10. For more
info or to RSVP please contact Nechamy @ 616-8282340 or Nechamy8@gmail.com

Chabad House
Chabad Kidz Club
Mini Chefs on April 24 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Kosher Sushi Rolling For kids Ages 5 - 12
$8 cover charge
RSVP or for more information Call Chana 616-570-1742
or email WeingartenChana@gmail.com
Gan Israel Day Camp! June 18 - July 6, 2012 for Ages 3 -13
To register or for more info please call
Chana @ 616-570-1742 or email WeingartenChana@gmail.com
A Jewish summer experience of a lifetime !

JTGR
presents
Show Dates: June 14, 16, 17, 21, 26, 24, 2012

Allen Swift’s comedy centers on ninety-yearold Morris Applebaum, a retired Yiddish stage actor with a long and colorful career filled with rave reviews, adoring fans, and wild evenings.
Since his wife’s death, however, life has felt diminished; so Morris has
decided to “check out” by throwing a big party and then committing suicide. When news gets out of his plan to schedule and stage manage his
own death, his three grown children race to New York, luggage in one
hand and emotional baggage in the other, where they frantically try to
dissuade Morris from implementing his plan.
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Community News
Beit Sefer B’yahad/United Jewish School
Thanks so much to all our wonderful teachers and staff at UJS for a great
year! Thank you also to Congregation Ahavas Israel, Temple Emanuel and
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids. Without their spiritual and financial
support our school would not be such a great success!
We bid farewell to the following teachers and thank them for all their
dedication to UJS: Rhonda Pappas, Melissa Popour, Maryanne and Aaron
Katz
Please congratulate UJS graduating seniors
Carly Fishman University of Michigan School of Art and Design
Sammi Hurwitz TBD
Anna Wilner
University of Michigan
Lydia Rinzler
TBD
Sydney Dennen University of Arizona
Ilana Parach
TBD
Emily Rossio
TBD

Please remember the school in your contributions. We have a beautiful tribute card that can be
sent in memory of someone, in honor of a special occasion or just for a simple “thank you”.
Volunteers Needed at
Corners of the Field Community Garden
Based at Congregation Ahavas Israel, Corners of the
Field Community Garden is a grass-roots gardening
group working to provide fresh food for needy residents of Grand Rapids. Members of Temple Emanuel,
Ahavas Israel, and All Souls Church till soil, plant
crops, maintain the garden and deliver produce. Currently in its third year, “Corners” has organized deliveries of fresh grown produce to Temple Emanuel’s
Food Bank and Catholic Ministries God’s Kitchen in
downtown Grand Rapids. Deliveries of peppers, potatoes, tomatoes, zucchini and herbs were made several times during the 2010 and 2011 growing seasons.
This year, we intend to step up production by improving the infrastructure, creating crop teams, and engaging more community members than ever. Volunteers will be enabled to give as much or as little of
their time as they wish. Volunteers are asked for a
small donation ($10-$20) to sustain the garden’s annual costs. We are requesting volunteers for three important upcoming dates: April 29, 12 noon, May 6,
12 noon, May13, 12 noon. UJS students and their
families are welcome to join us after Sunday School.
Bring a picnic lunch. We will provide drinks and dessert and will meet in the garden. Don’t forget sunscreen, hat, gloves and water! For more information
please contact Allyson Strauss at 616-406-6536,
or allysoncolestrauss@gmail.com

UJS Opening Day is
September 9, 2012
School Calendar
05-09-12 Last midweek session
05-13-12 Last Sunday school session

Dynamic teachers for
2012-2013 school year!
Contact:
pam@templeemanuelgr.org

Business Forum
The Jewish Community Business Forum
is a good networking opportunity to discuss
business principles and to stay aware of
resources available within our community.

Thursday, May 17
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
El Barrio
545 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI

Everyone Welcome

Hadassah Book Club
Wednesday, May 9 at 7:15 PM
Sue Remes home:
3403 Burton Ridge SE, Apt B
RSVP 616-949-3505 or 616-949-5766
Book to read: The Hare With The Amber Eyes
By Edmund DeWall
Books available for purchase at Schulers on 28th Street.

Your Book-Ends, Flory Silverstein and
Sue Remes

Endowment News
Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional
times to make donations to Jewish causes. You can make
a donation of $5 or more to the Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids in honor or in memory of members of our
community. We then will acknowledge that donation
with a card to that individual or family. This is a
wonderful way to send your good wishes and be able
to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who
is to receive the card. Please specify which of the
following funds you would like your donation to be
credited to:
Woman of Valor Fund ($10 minimum contribution). To
honor the women in our lives who have made a
difference personally, locally or nationally.
Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund. To
help ensure the continued work of the Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids for now and the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund. To provide for local
programming and events through the Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids.
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund. To
provide scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and
experiences.
Chuck and Maxine Shapiro Fund. To help ensure
long-term aid to Israel and Jews around the world.
Louis and Louise Weiner Fund. To help ensure local
programming for seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish
Community.
Jerry and Judy Subar Fund. To help ensure funding for
overseas Jewish communities’ needs.
Leven Family Fund. To establish and provide Jewish
facilities, and support for cooperative programming
among the congregations that support Jewish education
for our youth.
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund. To
support Jewish social services in Grand Rapids.
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Thank you for supporting the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community
The JFGR General Endowment Fund
In memory of our son, Nikolay
From Vilen and Lidiya Rapeyko
The Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment Fund
To Bernice Weiner in memory of her sister
From Julian and Judith Joseph
The Louis & Louise Weiner Fund
To Barbara Robinson in honor of her recovery
With love from Toby Weiner Dolinka
To Barbara Remes in honor of her recovery
With love from Toby Weiner Dolinka
To Bernice Weiner in memory of her sister
With love from Toby Weiner Dolinka
The Charles and Maxine Shapiro Endowment
Fund
To Jeff and Peggy Padnos in memory of Stuart
Padnos
From Charles and Maxine Shapiro
To Jean Barkin in memory of Stuart Padnos
From Charles and Maxine Shapiro

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form
Donation from: Name__________________________________
Donor Address _______________________________________
Donor City/St/Zip____________________________________
Send card to: Name____________________________________

Fund (pick from list)_________________________________
In honor of________________________________________
In memory of______________________________________
Notes:____________________________________________

Send card to address___________________________________

Send your donation and this form to:
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Send card to City/St/Zip________________________________

The S hof a r
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1240
Send article text to: Ann@jfgr.org
Phone: 616.942.5553
Fax: 616.942.5780
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
Email: info@jfgr.org
Next Issue’s Information Deadline:
May 16, 2012
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One Community
At Shavuot,
let us rejoice
in the gift
of the Torah!

