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Federation News
Executive Director’s Letter
Dear Friends:
I write to you this month with a heavy heart. The recent events in Toulouse, France are a sad reminder that the scourge of anti-Semitism remains in our world. It should be noted a full picture about the murderer of four innocent
Jews, who may have also killed three French soldiers, is not yet known. Nonetheless,
while apparently the attacker was an Al Qaeda adherent, can there be any doubt
that hatred of Jews lurked as an underlying cause?
In recent years, particularly here in the United States, some have speculated we are
entering a post anti-Semitic era. There is no doubt visible signs of anti-Semitism in the
west have declined, certainly when compared to the period before and including the
Holocaust. This line of thinking sees anti-Semitism as declining and, where it does exist,
as something that happens “over there”, notably in Europe and the Middle East. While
I understand this feeling, I wonder whether this is true.
Kenneth Waltzer, MSU professor and Director of Jewish Studies, recently spoke in
Grand Rapids about ‘The New Anti-Semitism’ in a program sponsored by Congregation Ahavas Israel, Temple Emanuel and the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids. Professor Waltzer expressed the viewpoint during his talk that this new form of antiSemitism focuses on the collective Jew, i.e. Israel. If so, this new strain of anti-Semitism
follows in a long line of its predecessors dating back at least to the time of Moses.
Professor Waltzer’s thesis also raises the question: how much of the seemingly intractable conflicts Israel faces in the Middle East are caused by anti-Semitism? Do the Palestinians refuse to make peace due to rational disputes over land, or irrational hatred of
the Jewish people? Do the Iranian leaders seek to acquire nuclear weapons to gain
power in the Middle East and across the globe, or to wipe Israel off the map?
Like many such questions, I suspect the answer may be some of each. Of note, it is my
Continued on page 3 ...
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Campaign Update:
Our campaign is in process
and we are more than half
way to our goal! Pledges to
date total:
435 Pledges
$393,179*
Your donation to JFGR is 100%
tax deductible.
Payments can be made by cash,
check, credit card, or stock. Pay in
full or set up installments.
You can even pay online at
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
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Note: Any new gift or increase is
matched dollar for dollar by a
challenge grant.
*Total does not include matching grants.

Chabad House
Of Western Michigan
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 942-5553
www.jfgr.org

Live Generously.
Name _________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Please consider a 10% increase

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to
the Federation office.
I HEREBY PLEDGE TO THE FEDERATION
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN THE SUM OF: $___________
__________________________________________________
DONOR’S SIGNATURE
Method of Payment:

Check

Stock

Please Charge my:

Mastercard

Visa

Discover
__________________________________________________
Card Number

Exp. Date: __________
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Federation News
Continued from page 1.

view we as Jews should be careful to not charge anti-Semitism whenever problems arise between Jews and non
-Jews. There can be many reasons for disputes that have nothing to do with the hatred of Jews. On the other
hand, it would be naïve to assume that anti-Semitism plays no part in certain situations (e.g. violent attacks
against civilians), whether against individual Jews such as in Toulouse, or the State of Israel.
As troubling as these questions are, the more fundamentally difficult question to answer is, of course, ‘why’. It is
hard to believe we now live 70 years after the days of Nazi Germany’s infamous ‘Final Solution’. The Holocaust
has been studied and analyzed as much as any event in modern times, yet it seems we are no closer to the answer of what drives anti-Semitism. Why does hatred of Jews persist?
As I’ve searched for answers over the years, it seems more questions are raised than answers found. Is antiSemitism a psychological disease? Is it a phenomenon of certain cultures or religions? Is it a pernicious strain of
racism, hatred and fear of ‘the other’? Is it all of the above….and much, much more?
As with past issues raised in this space, I look forward to your thoughts on this troubling, timeless problem we
face as Jews. When we sit down for our Seders, we will once again review and consider the many lessons Passover teaches us, including the reality that anti-Semitism has been around a long time, and we can expect it to
remain with us, perhaps in some new forms, for the foreseeable future.
Chag Sameach and best wishes to you and your family during the holidays.
With warmest regards,
Mike Presant
mike@jfgr.org

Senior News
Lunch Bunch
Thursday, April 6 at 11:30
Flat River Grill
201 E Main, Lowell

Cost: $8.00

Call Ann to RSVP By Tuesday, March 24
616-942-5553 ext. 206. We can carpool
from Ahavas leaving at 11:00 AM

Jewish Theatre of GR
Presents Yentl
Sunday April 22 at 3:00 PM, Cost $15
We will meet at Temple Emanuel at 2:15 PM
to carpool. Let Ann know if you will be
attending.

Future Lunch Bunch
Dates:
Thursday, May 24
Thursday, June 21
Locations To be Announced
Healthy Living Lecture Series
Professionals will present information on
today's current health topics. Presented by
Saint Mary's Health Care on Wednesday,
May 23, 1- 4 pm at Forest Hills Fine Arts
Center. Transportation available by calling
Ann at 616-942-5553.
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Community News
Grand Rapids
Brand New Day and
Overnight Summer Camp
Experience

ONE WEEK CAMPING EXPERIENCE JULY 9-15
July 9-11 Day Camp in Grand Rapids (Congregation Ahavas Israel)
July 12-15 Mini Overnight at Camp Tavor (Three Rivers, MI)
July 15
Pick up and family day at Camp Tavor
Children entering Grades 1-5 in the fall of 2012 are invited to be a part of this exciting short term Jewish camp experience. Campers
will experience three days of Day Camp in Grand Rapids and will have fun building community, participating in Tikkun Olam (Social Action) projects, and developing Jewish identity. On Thursday, campers will head to beautiful Habonim Dror Camp Tavor. There they will swim, boat, play
sports, do arts and crafts, and sing songs. They will also spend an exciting and meaningful Shabbat at Camp Tavor. This is offered as one complete experience for 2nd - 5th graders. 1st graders can participate in the day camp portion only.
We are also running a Counselor in Training (CIT) Leadership program. Teenagers who will be in 9th or 10th grades in the fall of
2012 are invited to apply to be CITS. CITs will help run the day camp activities and look after the children. At Camp Tavor, CITs will be integrated
with the teen campers. There will be a mandatory training day for CIT participants. CIT applicants may be interviewed on the phone or in person.
Fees: 2nd - 5th grade - $595. Includes: 3 days of Day camp, 3 days and nights of overnight camp,
one-way transportation to Habonim Dror Camp Tavor.
1st Grade Day Camp only - $295 and Counselor in Training program - $95
For additional information about Camp Tavor visit www.camptavor.org or contact Sari 616-942-5553 or sari@jfgr.org.

JAMEY TURNER
Glass Harp Concert
Monday May 14, 7 PM
Congregation Ahavas Israel
2727 Michigan St. NE
RSVP by May 11, at 616-942-5553 or Sari@jfgr.org
Cost: Adults $15, College Students $5.00
Children 18 and under Free
Dessert reception to follow

Jamey Turner has been playing the glass harp for more than 30 years. He is one of only a few dozen people in the world who have mastered the instrument. Jamey has performed for audiences all over the world
and has even been on The Tonight Show three times with Johnny Carson. On a nice day you can find
him set up just blocks from the Alexandria, VA Waterfront.
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Film Festival
PLEASE PLAN TO ARRIVE EARLY. That means even
if you are holding a flex pass ticket, seats are not
guaranteed later than thirty minutes prior to movie
time.
Flex pass tickets are only available until April 26.
The Film Festival also offers members of the community an opportunity to become an individual sponsor
of the Jewish Film Festival. Please read about the
benefits of becoming a financial supporter below.
Individual Sponsors Get Great Benefits!

The 2012 Jewish Film Festival is once again bringing
special movies to the Grand Rapids community. The
committee has been previewing movies and planning
special programs. As in previous years, the Film
Festival will be held at Celebration! North Cinemas.
Watch for more details about the festival events in
our community mailings.
The Film Festival is offering special rates through a
flex pass (eight admissions); the flex pass is $36.00.
Flex pass ticket holders will have seats reserved until
THIRTY MINUTES prior to the movie beginning. At
that time, tickets will be sold for all seats

Director ($500.00): Receive two flex passes (16
admissions), recognition in all publications, and four
admissions to all private receptions, dinners and
events.
Producers ($250.00): Receive two flex passes (16
admissions), recognition in all publications and two
admissions to all private receptions, dinners, and
events.
Actor ($100.00): Receive one season punch card (8
admissions) and recognition in the program booklet.
Film Fan: If you would like to financially support the
Jewish Film Festival and do not see an amount that
interests you, please feel free to send a contribution
in any amount to the Federation office. You will be
listed in the program booklet.

I would like to be a Film Festival Sponsor
NAME:________________________________

PHONE:___________________________

_____ Film Festival Director ($500.00)

_____ Film Festival Fan
_____ Flex Pass ($36.00)

_____ Film Festival Producer ($250.00)
_____ Film Festival Actor ($100.00)
Mail this form and your check to:
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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14TH ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Sunday, April 29

6:15 PM

DOLPHIN BOY
72 min documentary, Hebrew, Arabic with subtitles
A true story about the healing power of nature!

North
Sunday, April 29

4:30 PM

STRANGERS NO MORE
Family matinee!
40 min documentary, multiple languages with subtitles
Academy Award Winner!
In the heart of
Tel Aviv, there is
an exceptional
school where children from 48
different countries and diverse
backgrounds
come together to
learn. Many of
the students are
fleeing poverty, political adversity and even genocide. Here, no child is a stranger. Strangers No More
follows several students’ struggles to acclimate to life
in a new land while slowly opening up to share their
stories of hardship and tragedy.

DINNER AT THE CINEMA
Catered by Jimmy Johns
5:30 PM
Sunday Deals: 1 Movie & Dinner $10.00
2 Movies & Dinner $15.00
RSVP by April 26 to 616-942-5553 or
Sari@jfgr.org

A teenager from an
Arab village in the
north of Israel disconnects himself
from humans following a violent attack.
As a last resort before hospitalization
in a psychiatric facilty, he is taken by
his devoted father
to be treated with dolphins in Eilat. This documentary is
about the devastating havoc that human violence can
wreak upon the human soul, and about the healing
powers of nature and of love. This was filmed over the
course of the past four years.
Guest speaker: Judith Manassen Ramon, producer
of the film. (She is a researcher who has dealt with
post traumatic syndrome in Israeli society from various
angles.)

Monday, April 30

7:30 PM

JOANNA (Rated R: sex scene, nudity)
105 min. Drama, Polish with Subtitles
1940s Poland: Middle class pianist Joanna (Urszula
Grabowska, who
received several
best actress
awards for the
role) goes to
church to pray
for news of her
husband at the
front. But she
stumbles across a
petrified eightyear-old Jewish
girl, Rose, who has somehow managed to evade the
Nazis who captured her mother. Joanna decides to
hide Rose in her flat, but finds herself faced with tough
decisions as her neighbors become suspicious and it
becomes increasingly unclear who can be trusted.
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14TH ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Tuesday, May 1

7:30 PM

REUNITING THE RUBINS (Rated PG)
97 min. Comedy, English
Lenny Rubins, an up-tight lawyer, has to put his dream
retirement on hold when his ailing mother emotionally
blackmails him into reuniting his estranged children.
They might quarrel, fight and never see eye to eye,
but they are
still family.
However, it is
going to take a
whole lot of
soul searching
and sacrifice
for all involved
to come together in this heart warming, family comedy. The
Rubins will have you thinking of your own family with
a smile.
Short film with introduction by Filmmaker Yoav
Factor.

Wednesday, May 2

7:30 PM

TORN
75 min. Documentary, English, Hebrew, Polish with
Subtitles

Can one be a Catholic priest and an observant Jew at the
same time?

MIDDLE EASTERN DINNER
Wednesday, May 2

6:00 PM

Wave Room at
Celebration! Cinema North

Adults: $8.00
Children (12 and younger): $5.00
RSVP by April 30 to 616-942-5553 or Sari@jfgr.org

Thursday, May 3

7:30 PM

BRIDE FLIGHT (Rated R: sex scene, nudity)
130 min. Drama, English
Bride Flight is a lavish
romantic drama that
charts the lives of three
women who escape the
gloom of post-WWII
Holland for what they
hope will be a better
life in New Zealand.
The women become
friends during the long
flight taking them to
their waiting husbands,
who have already settled in Christchurch.
Upon arrival, they part
ways to start their new
lives, but their paths
continue to cross with chance meetings resulting in adultery, betrayal and near tragedy leading up to a reunion 50 years later.

Israeli Documentary Forum Awards 2011.
Twelve years after he was ordained as a Polish
Catholic priest, Romuald Waszkinel discovers that he
was born to Jewish parents, and that his name was
Jacob Weksler. The film follows his amazing journey:
from conducting mass in a church in Poland to life as
an observant Jew in a religious kibbutz in Israel.
Romuald is torn between two identities, between being Romuald Waszkinel or Jacob Weksler. He is unDespite our best intentions and efforts, sometimes arrangeable to renounce either,
ments
go awry. If necessary, we reserve the right to change or
and therefore is rejected
cancel speakers, movies or location.
by both religions and the
state of Israel. He is reFor information call: Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, 616quired to choose.
942-5553 or visit www.jewishgrandrapids.org
Guest speaker: a holoThe Film Festival is made possible by the generous grant from the
caust survivor with a
Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation and private donors.
similar story.
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Community News
CALVIN COLLEGE
FESTIVAL OF FAITH & WRITING
April 19 -21, 2012
The Calvin College Festival of Faith and Writing is a biennial gathering of readers and writers. At the festival, the goal is to provide a vibrant community where people come together to discuss, celebrate, and explore the ways in which faith is represented in
literature and how it plays out in our world today. Over the years the Jewish community has cooperated with Calvin in welcoming
some Jewish authors.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: TICKETED EVENT
Plenary session with Jonathan Safran Foer, Thursday, April 19, 7:30 PM, Van Noord Arena. Tickets are $10/$5 for students.
For tickets and additional information go to www.calvin.edu/festival

AN EVENING WITH JUDITH SHULEVITZ
Wednesday, April 18 – 6:30 PM
The Spinnaker Restaurant at The Hilton Hotel
This year, the Jewish Federation, along with Ahavas Israel and Temple Emanuel are able to
offer a dinner program with author Judith Shulevitz. She is a literary critic, the deputy editor
of New York Magazine, and a columnist for the New York Times Book Review. Ms. Shulevitz
has recently published a book entitled The Sabbath World: Glimpses of a Different Order of
Time.
Dinner at attendees’ expense

Wednesday, April 18, 2012
12:00 - 1:00 PM
Capitol Rotunda in Lansing, Michigan

“CHOOSING TO ACT: STORIES OF
RESCUE”
State of Michigan’s Official
Holocaust Commemoration Ceremony
Please join us and allow us to
honor and recognize you.
Sponsored by the Michigan Jewish Conference, the
Holocaust Education Coalition and the
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit
For more information, please contact Susan Herman at
herman@jfmd.org or 517-449-1562

JTGR presents Yentl
April 19 - 29, 2012
This play is based upon the
story by Isaac Bashevis
Singer. Further information can be found
on their website: www.jtgr.org, or by
calling 616-234-3595

INTERFAITH FINE ARTS & CRAFT
EXHIBITION at AHAVAS ISRAEL
MAY 20 THRU MAY 25.
GALA OPENING
SUN MAY 20 4:00 PM.

To place art in the show and for
information contact Leah Sauer,
leahsauer@live.com, 616-805-3778
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Community News
Congregation Ahavas Israel
Gemilut Hasadim @ God’s Kitchen
We need you to help the Ahavas Israel group at
God’s Kitchen, 303 South Division, every 2nd and 5th
Sunday of the month. Contact Theresa De Jager,
616-929-8780 or guy3557@yahoo.com, for more
information.
Mekhirat Hametz
If possible, all hametz (foods not acceptable during
Pesah, or materials containing such unacceptable
food) should be destroyed or given away before the
holiday begins. Should this be impossible, the
hametz may be stored in such a way that we are
sure not to use it during the holiday and its actual
ownership is transferred to a non-Jew until the holiday ends. Please return the mekhirat hametz form
(which can be found in the Voice or downloaded
from AhavasIsraelGR.org) to Congregation Ahavas
Israel by 11:30 AM on Friday, April 6. It is customary to make a donation to a Ma’ot Hittim fund at the
time of mekhirat hametz to help others fulfill the mitzvah of Pesah.
Kashrut on Pesah:
For a complete guide to the kashrut of Pesah, please
go to AhavasIsraelGR.org and download the Guide
to Passover 5772 (you may also contact the office
and we can print and mail you the Guide).

Temple Emanuel
Passover - Second Night Seder
We are Delighted to Invite Members of the Jewish
Community to Join Us for A Warm and Festive Second
Night Seder at Temple Emanuel on Saturday evening, April 7 at 6:00 PM.
Individual Seder Plates:
Adults $18, Children 10-18 $10, Children Under
10 free
Reserved Seating: Tell us who you would Like at your
table, RSVP by Wednesday, April 4. Your check Is
Your reservation.
Temple Emanuel / Ayelet Tour to Israel!!
Temple Emanuel is going to Israel in December with
Ayelet Tours. We would be delighted to have any
member of the Grand Rapids Jewish community travel
with us. We are leave Wednesday, December 12
and return on Sunday, December 23. Contact Rabbi
Shadick at 616-459-5976 for more information.

Chabad House
Gan Israel Day Camp!
Dates June 18 - July 6, 2012 for Ages 3 -13
To register or for more info please call Chana @ 616
-570-1742 or WeingartenChana@gmail.com
A Jewish summer experience of a lifetime!
Chabad Kidz club! MINI CHEFS
April 24, 4:00—6:00 PM
Kosher Sushi Rolling for ages 5-12
$8 cover charge
R.S.V.P or for more information
Call Chana 616-570-1742
Or email WeingartenChana@gmail.com

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee cordially invites you
THE 2012 AIPAC MICHIGAN ANNUAL EVENT
In the Eye of the Storm: Israel and the New Middle East
Ambassador Dennis Ross: Counselor, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy
Howard Kohr: AIPAC Executive Director
Wednesday, April 25, 2012
6 PM Leadership Cocktail & Hors D’oeuvres
Reception (Minimum 2012 annual
membership of $1500)
7 PM Community Program & Dessert
Reception

The Suburban Collection Showplace
46100 Grand River Avenue, Novi, MI

$54 couvert per person
Dietary Laws Observed.
Advanced Reservations Required
Response requested by April 18.
Register online www.aipac.org/Michigan2012
or
Contact Yossi Held at 312-253-8971 or
Yheld@aipac.org
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Community News
Beit Sefer B’yahad/United Jewish School
www.unitedjewishschool.org

School Calendar

Thank you to all who participated in the Passover Candy Fundraiser.
UJS collected Tzedakah during January and February
We were able to plant a Garden of 100 trees in Israel. What a mitzvah.

Yom Hashoah Program
April 15 - Sunday 11:15am Please mark your calendars for our community Yom Hashoah
program held during Sunday school hours. Check your bulletins and emails for final info.

04-01-2012 No school Spring Break
04-04-2012 No midweek Spring Break
04-08-2012 No school Spring Break
04-15-2012 Yom Hashoah Program
04-22-2012 UJS Open House/Marc Rossio

Teacher Feature Marc Rossio, “The Marvelous Toy” has been coming to UJS throughout the year to enhance music classes.
Marc comes in once a month to present to Gan Katan through the 6th grade. He spends his time playing guitar, singing and creating
a lot of ‘ruach’ with the classes. He loves his audience, and the feeling is mutual. Preschoolers are his biggest fans, but their older
brothers, sisters, and parents embrace his music too. At the end of the year there will be a concert presented by all of the music

classes.
Please remember UJS in your contributions. We have a beautiful “Tribute” card that we can send to that special someone.

Business Forum
The Jewish Community Business Forum
is a good networking opportunity to discuss
business principles and to stay aware of resources available within our community.
Thursday, April 12
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
El Barrio
545 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI
Everyone Welcome

Hadassah Book Club
April 4, at 7:15 PM
Sue Remes home:
3403 Burton Ridge SE Apt B
RSVP 616-949-3505 or 616-949-5766
Book to read: The Hare With The Amber Eyes
By Edmund DeWall
Books available for purchase at
Schulers on 28th Street.
Your Book-Ends, Flory Silverstein
and Sue Remes

ACLU of Michigan
honors Jerry Subar . . .
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Endowment News
Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional
times to make donations to Jewish causes. You can make
a donation of $5 or more to the Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids in honor or in memory of members of our
community. We then will acknowledge that donation
with a card to that individual or family. This is a
wonderful way to send your good wishes and be able
to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who
is to receive the card. Please specify which of the
following funds you would like your donation to be
credited to:
Woman of Valor Fund ($10 minimum contribution). To
honor the women in our lives who have made a
difference personally, locally or nationally.
Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund. To
help ensure the continued work of the Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids for now and the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund. To provide for local
programming and events through the Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids.
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund. To
provide scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and
experiences.
Chuck and Maxine Shapiro Fund. To help ensure
long-term aid to Israel and Jews around the world.
Louis and Louise Weiner Fund. To help ensure local
programming for seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish
Community.
Jerry and Judy Subar Fund. To help ensure funding for
overseas Jewish communities’ needs.
Leven Family Fund. To establish and provide Jewish
facilities, and support for cooperative programming
among the congregations that support Jewish education
for our youth.
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund. To
support Jewish social services in Grand Rapids.

Thank you for supporting the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community
The Jerry & Judy Subar Endowment
In memory of Jerry Subar
From Joe and Lynda Warshawsky
In memory of Jerry Subar
From Rhett and Jeralyn Pinsky
In memory of Jerry Subar
From Mike and Carol Presant
In memory of Jerry Subar
From Bluma and Don Herman
The Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment
To Mario Atias in memory of his Father
From Julian and Judith Joseph

Make a tribute gift to thank,
honor or memorialize friends
and loved ones.

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form
Donation from: Name__________________________________
Donor Address _______________________________________
Donor City/St/Zip____________________________________
Send card to: Name____________________________________

Fund (pick from list)_________________________________
In honor of________________________________________
In memory of______________________________________
Notes:____________________________________________

Send card to address___________________________________

Send your donation and this form to:
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Send card to City/St/Zip________________________________

T he S hof a r
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1240
Send article text to: Ann@jfgr.org
Phone: 616.942.5553
Fax: 616.942.5780
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
Email: info@jfgr.org
Next Issue’s Information Deadline:
April 12, 2012
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One Community
Chag Sameach!
We Wish You and Your Family
a Joyous and Happy Passover!
from the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids Board and Staff

