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Resources

Registration

Registering for a Book Festival event is easy!

Registration is requested for all book festival events by 
Friday, October 26.

1. Pick the event or events  YOU want to attend.

2. Register by the registration deadline listed.

3. Call the Registration Hotline at 419-531-2119 #2 or 
email registration@JewishToledo.org with your payment 
information. Payment is due at the time of registration. VISA, 
MasterCard, AMEX and Discover are accepted.

4. “Oy, I registered for an event and now I can’t attend!” – CALL 
US and let us know so we can open your spot to another community 
member!

To learn more about an author or an event, call René Rusgo at 
419-531-2119 #1 or email rene@JewishToledo.org 

All programs are subject to change or cancellation without prior notification due 
to schedules and commitments of our authors. Refunds will be available.

2018
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Chapter • One
Courage, Freedom and Love

Thursday, November 1
Lone Wolf In Jerusalem 
By Ehud Diskin 
7:30 p.m.
Premier Banquet Hall, 4480 Heatherdowns Blvd.
$15: Gourmet dessert reception and author 
presentation 
$25: Gourmet dessert reception, author 
presentation, and book 

During the war, after losing his family to Hitler’s ‘’final solution,’’ 
young David leads a courageous group of Jewish resistance fighters 
against the Nazis. When Germany is defeated, he journeys to 
Jerusalem to find a new battle brewing. British occupation forces are 
entrenched in Israel, blocking Holocaust survivors from immigrating 
to their Jewish homeland.

Determined to help his people find freedom, David uses his 
guerilla skills to single-handedly wreak havoc on the British. As he 
begins his dangerous quest, David meets and falls in love with the 
beautiful Shoshana, a young Holocaust survivor whose spirit may have 
gotten damaged beyond repair.  

Recounting the tragic losses and heroic triumphs of the Jewish 
people during this critical stage in their history, Lone Wolf in Jerusalem 
brings these events to life in a compelling and inspirational way, 
making them accessible to a new generation. Originally written in 
Hebrew, this book quickly became a best seller in Israel.
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Chapter • Two
Mrs. Robinson, you’re trying to seduce me. Aren’t you?

Thursday, November 8
Seduced by Mrs. Robinson -How ‘The 
Graduate’ Became the Touchstone of a 
Generation 
By Beverly Gray 
12 Noon
Congregation B’nai Israel, 6525 Sylvania Ave.
$13: Luncheon and author presentation 
$30: Luncheon, author presentation, and book 
This event is supported in part through a generous grant 

from the Jewish Senior Services Supporting Organization

When The Graduate premiered in December 1967, its filmmakers had only 
modest expectations for what seemed to be a small, sexy art-house comedy 
adapted from an obscure first novel by an eccentric twenty-four-year-old. 
There was little indication that this offbeat story—a young man just out of 
college has an affair with one of his parents’ friends and then runs off with 
her daughter—would turn out to be a monster hit, with an extended run in 
theaters and seven Academy Award nominations.

The film catapulted an unknown actor, Dustin Hoffman, to stardom with 
a role that is now permanently engraved in our collective memory. While 
turning the word plastics into shorthand for soulless work and a corporate, 
consumer culture, The Graduate sparked a national debate about what was 
starting to be called “the generation gap.”

Now, in time for this iconic film’s fiftieth birthday, author Beverly Gray 
offers up a smart close reading of the film itself as well as vivid, never-before-
revealed details from behind the scenes of the production—including all 
the drama and decision-making of the cast and crew. For movie buffs and 
pop culture fanatics, Seduced by Mrs. Robinson brings to light The Graduate’s 
huge influence on the future of filmmaking. And it explores how this 
unconventional movie rocked the late-sixties world, both reflecting and 
changing the era’s views of sex, work, and marriage.



~4~

Chapter • Three
Live, Love, Woof

Tuesday, November 13
A Marriage in Dog Years – A Memoir 
By Nancy Balbirer 
12 Noon
Inverness Club, 4601 Dorr St.
$15: Luncheon and author presentation 
$30: Luncheon, author presentation, and book 

When Nancy Balbirer learns her beloved eleven-year-old beagle 
has kidney failure, she’s devastated. She and her husband had gotten 
Ira as a puppy—a wedding gift to each other, and their first foray 
into “parenthood.” Now, her dog is terminal, her marriage is on life 
support, and Nancy is desperate to save them both (whether they 
want it or not). In a single year, she loses her two best friends, but 
Nancy’s life is about to take yet another unexpected turn.

With humor and heart, Nancy Balbirer shares her story of 
relationships, loss, and canine friendship in this illuminating memoir 
about the lengths people will go to keep love alive…and the power 
of finally letting go.

All featured author books will be available for sale at 
all book festival events in collaboration with 

Barnes & Noble Booksellers.

Meet and support the Assistance Dogs for Achieving Independence by 
bringing a contribution such as Blue Buffalo Dog Treats, Zuke’s Mini 

Natural Dog Treats, Kong Genius Mike or Gift Cards.
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Chapter • Four
How Do You Prove It?

Thursday, November 15
Gone to Dust
By Matt Goldman
7 p.m.
The Blarney Event Center, 601 Monroe St. (at the 
corner of Monroe and Huron Streets). Enter on 
Huron Street side.
$15: appetizer reception and author presentation
$30: appetizer reception, author presentation, and 
book

A brutal crime. The ultimate cover-up. How do you solve a murder 
with no useable evidence?

Private detective Nils Shapiro is focused on forgetting his ex-wife 
and keeping warm during another Minneapolis winter when a former 
colleague, neighboring Edina Police Detective Anders Ellegaard, calls 
with the impossible. 

Suburban divorcee Maggie Somerville was found murdered in her 
bedroom, her body covered with the dust from hundreds of emptied 
vacuum cleaner bags, all potential DNA evidence obscured by the 
calculating killer.

Digging into Maggie’s cell phone records, Nils finds that the most 
frequently called number belongs to a mysterious young woman whose 
true identity could shatter the Somerville family--but could she be 
guilty of murder?

After the FBI demands that Nils drop the case, Nils and Ellegaard 
are forced to take their investigation underground, where the case 
grows as murky as the contents of the vacuum cleaner bags. Is this 
a strange case of domestic violence or something with far reaching, 
sinister implications?
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Chapter • Five
Something Old, Something New

Monday, November 19
Husbands and Other Sharp Objects 
By Marilyn Simon Rothstein 
7 p.m.
Rick’s City Diner, 5333 Monroe St.
$15: appetizer reception and author presentation
$25: appetizer reception, author presentation, and 
book
This event is supported in part by Alice Applebaum in 
memory of Marty Alvin

After a lifetime of marriage, Marcy Hammer is ready to get 
herself unhitched—just as everyone else in her life is looking for a 
commitment. Her new boyfriend, Jon, wants to get serious and her 
soon-to-be ex-husband, Harvey, is desperate to get back together. 
When her headstrong daughter announces a secret engagement to 
Harvey’s attorney, Marcy finds herself planning her daughter’s wedding 
as she plans her own divorce.

Now with two huge events on the horizon, the indomitable Marcy 
soon realizes that there’s nothing like a wedding to bring out the worst 
in everybody. From petty skirmishes over an ever-growing guest list to 
awkward confrontations with her sticky-fingered new in-laws, pulling 
off the wedding is going to be a challenge; seeing her divorce through 
is going to be a trial. And trying to make everyone happy might prove 
to be impossible—because in the end, Marcy alone must make a choice 
between something old and something new.
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Appendices
Authors

Nancy Balbirer, is a writer and performer of 
stage and screen. She has appeared on Seinfeld; 
MTV’s Remote Control and is a frequent collaborator 
of the playwright Charles Busch. She has written 
for Letterman sidekick, Paul Shaffer and is the 
author and star of the critically acclaimed solo show 
I Slept With Jack Kerouac. She is also the author 
of the memoir, Take Your Shirt Off and Cry: A Memoir 

of Near Fame Experiences.  She lives in Los Angeles with her family.

Ehud Diskin, was born in Jerusalem. He served 
as an officer in combat roles during Israel’s wars 
and ended his military career with the rank 
of colonel, as detailed in his memoir Yes, It’s 
Possible. In the Yom Kippur war, he was the 
operation officer of the first brigade to cross the 
Suez Canal as part of the division of General Ariel 
Sharon.   

He also attended the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, earning 
a PhD in business management, and became the director of 
the Libi organization, raising funds to provide education for Israeli 
soldiers. Later, he left the public sector and became a businessman, 
establishing several successful enterprises in the U.S.A.

Matt Goldman, is a playwright and Emmy Award 
winning television writer for Seinfeld, Ellen and 
other shows.  He brings his signature storytelling 
abilities and light touch to the Nils Shapiro series, 
which started with his debut novel Gone to Dust.  
He began his career as a stand-up comedian while 
attending the University of Minnesota, and now 
splits his time between Minneapolis and Los Angeles.
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Beverly Gray, is the author of Roger Corman:  
Blood-Sucking Vampires, Flesh-Eating  
Cockroaches, and Driller Killers as well as Ron 
Howard:  From Mayberry to the Moon . . .  and  
Beyond.  After earning her PhD in American 
literature at UCLA, Gray spent nearly a decade 
in the film industry, where she was Roger 
Corman’s story editor at both New World 
Pictures and Concorde-New Horizons Pictures.  

She has covered the entertainment industry for the Hollywood Reporter 
and leads screenwriting workshops for UCLA Extension’s Writers’ 
Program.  She lives in Santa Monica, California.    

Marilyn Simon Rothstein, is the author of 
Lift and Separate, winner of the Star Award 
presented by the Women’s Fiction Writers 
Association for Outstanding Debut. Husbands 
and Other Sharp Objects is her second novel.

Marilyn grew up in New York City, earned a 
degree in journalism from New York University, 
began her writing career at Seventeen magazine, 

married a man she met in an elevator, and owned an advertising 
agency for more than twenty-five years. Marilyn received an MA in 
liberal studies from Wesleyan University and an MA in Judaic studies 
from the University of Connecticut. She enjoys speaking at book 
festivals and community events.

All featured author books will be available for sale at all 
book festival events in collaboration with 

Barnes & Noble Booksellers.
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