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Our Mission:
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish community to 
sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel, and around the world.

This mission is accomplished by providing services to the community and 
through fundraising and allocation efforts.

August 2020

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram at 
jewishgrandrapids and on Twitter @JewishFedGR  

Nicole Katzman

Campaign 2020
by Nicole Katzman, Executive Director

As our lives have been upended while the world copes with a 
pandemic, we have all been called to face unfamiliar challenges. 
A strong community is vital during these times, no one should 
have to stand alone in the face of so many uncertainties. In 
light of this situation, the Jewish Federation has chosen the 
Hebrew word Hineni, or here I am, as the theme of this year's 2020 campaign. The 
Federation strives to be here for everyone in the Jewish community and make sure 
no one is unsupported.
 
The Federation has traditionally allocated a large proportion of the funds raised 
through campaign to organizations such as the Anti-Defamation League, Birthright 
Israel, and Michigan Hillel houses, that directly impact our community. Funds 
raised through the campaign have also been spent to enable members of our 
community to meet basic needs, such as establishing food security and accessing 
social services. With so much turmoil because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
supporting our local institutions is more important than ever. We are thankful for 
your past support which has empowered us to pursue our mission of Hineni. We 
are once again reaching out to ask that you enable us to continue our work.

It is our goal this year to raise $500,000. Our community needs your help more 
than ever, so we ask you to consider giving generously. You can mail in the pledge 
card on page two, or donate anytime on our website at www.JFGR.org. Thank you 
so much for your support, we stand strong and together. Hineni!

With deep love and appreciation for our JFGR community.

      L’Shalom, 

      Nicole Katzman
      Executive Director
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Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
p. 616-942-5553
f. 616-942-5780
info@jfgr.org 
www.jfgr.org

Officers
Chair
Marni Vyn

Vice Chairs
Dan Hurwitz
Judith Joseph
Greg Kaufman
Karen Padnos
Chad Zagel

Treasurer
Claude Titche

Past Chair
David Alfonso

Executive Director
Nicole Katzman

Board of Directors
Linda Pestka
Leigh Rapaport
Marisa Reed
Daren Shavell
Sandi Simms
Audrey Sundstrom
Lanny Thodey
Erica Wikander
Michele Young

Ex-Officio Members
Congregation Ahavas Israel
Rabbi David Krishef
Sanford Freed, President

Temple Emanuel
Rabbi Michael Schadick
Machelle Hammond, President

Chabad House 
of Western Michigan
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten

Method of Payment:  Check  Stock (Please Identify)

Please charge my:    Mastercard      Visa

  Discover    American Express

I HEREBY PLEDGE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY IN 

THE SUM OF:  $

Card Number

 

              Exp. Date

I’d like to support my community and make a gift to 
Campaign 2020!
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 942-5553      email: info@jfgr.org
www.jfgr.org

Live Generously.
Donor’s Signature

Name(s)

Address

City   State  Zip

Phone  Email

Nicole Katzman, Executive Director,  Nicole@JFGR.org ext. 207
Marisa Krishef, Director of Programming, Markay@JFGR.org ext. 205 | Arad Okanin, Campaign Coordinator, Arad@JFGR.org ext. 204

Dafna Kaufman, Film Festival, Dafna@JFGR.org ext. 217 | Julianna Schrier, Community Connector, Julianna@JFGR.org ext. 206 

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to the Federation office.

Campaign 2020
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A Message to the Community from Chad Zagel,
Campaign Chair 2020

Why Federation?  Why Campaign?
 It is interesting to me, having been a Board Member 
of the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids for over ten 
years, that every time I get asked 'Why do I offer my time, 
talent, and treasure, to the Federation?' that I still take a 
moment and pause.
 
I pause to reflect on the scope of the work that is done.  
From the local programming, including support of PJ 
Library which, every month, provides my son a book that 
helps instill Judaism, to the social services supporting 
those in need during these unprecedented times, to 
supporting the United Jewish School that my son is 
fortunate to attend.

And it doesn't stop there.  The Jewish Federation of 
Grand Rapids supports national organizations including 
Hillel and Birthright, which of course, my son will be able 
to participate.  And it still doesn't stop there.  The Jewish 
Federation is able to leverage a network of organizations 
to support Jews globally. 
 
So, the Scope is wide.  The impact is great.  And as I 
once again reflect upon the question, a new question 
emerges.  "How could I NOT support the Campaign of 
the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids?"  There is no 
other way to have such positive influence on the lives of 
others.
 
And yet, there is still so much to do.  Please consider 
helping to achieve our community's goal this year by 
increasing your gift, so that we can continue to expand 
our impact.
 
Sincerely,
 

Chad Zagel 

Chad Zagel, CFP® , AAMS®, is a financial 
advisor with Edward Jones, a University of 

Michigan graduate, and in his free time, Chad 
enjoys spending time with his family and 

volunteering.
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Presents...
Neshama Carlebach



page 5The Shofar
August 2020 Federation

An Update from PJ Library

For those of you who may not be familiar with PJ 
Library, it is a program that is facilitated through 
Jewish Federations. We know that something magical 
happens when parents sit down together to read 
with their children. PJ Library shares Jewish stories 
that can help your family talk together about values 
and traditions that are important to you. The Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation sends books of Jewish content 
to children once a month around the world and 
sponsors family-friendly events all year round. PJ 
Library is for children ages birth to 8 years old. It’s 
sister program, PJ Our Way, serves children ages 9-12. 
PJOW participants have the pleasure of choosing one 
chapter books of Jewish content every month. 

Though we may not be having in person events this 
year, that doesn’t mean there aren’t things happening! 

JFGR has put on multiple family-friendly virtual 
events this summer. If you missed the debut of any 
of these videos, you can view them by going to our 
Facebook page or our YouTube channel at Jewish 
Federation of Grand Rapids. We look forward to 
presenting more events in August!

Along with these virtual events, PJ Library is sending 
out a special mailing to all PJ and PJOW families! 
The theme is Summer Fun in a Box, and each box is 
full of age-appropriate activities, crafts, and Shabbat 
blessings for every child. This summer is much 
different than any other we’ve had in the past, but that 
doesn’t have to stop you from taking time to spend 
with one another. Why not spend some of that time 
together reading and crafting together?

Keep an eye out for more PJ programming in the 
future! 
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Start home care today.

hwcg.com/grand-rapids
616.975.1980

Sue and Jeff Swain, proprietors

You know
she loves her morning walk, 

struggles to take her medicine on 

time, and is fiercely independent.

We’ll know that, too.

• Meal preparation and light 
housekeeping

• Bathing and dressing

• Medication reminders
• Transportation to errands 

and appointments

Home Care Services Provided:
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Shalom, my name is Julianna Schrier, and I am the 
new Community Connector for the Federation! This 
past April, I graduated from Grand Valley State 
University, and during my final semester there, I had 
the opportunity to intern with JFGR. I’m excited to be 
officially joining the team this summer.

As the Community Connector, I will be a gateway to 
information about all the major Jewish organizations, 
social services, and programs around the city, state, 
and country. If you are looking for resources around 
Grand Rapids, I can also be a connector to those, 
and will happily point you in the right direction to 

JFGR Welcomes Julianna Schrier, Community Connector

whatever you may need 
assistance with. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me 
about anything - that is what I 
am here for. My email address 
is julianna@jfgr.org, and I can 
be reached by phone at 616-
942-5553, ext. 206. 

I am thrilled to be starting, and 
am looking forward to meeting 
everyone in the future!

Julianna Schrier

for your generosity!
The following were omitted from the list of donors in the last issue.

$500 - $999
David and Julie Bernstein
Heather Cooper
Diane Titche
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Megan Yost and her daughter Lily know 
how to keep busy this summer! Together, 
they created a Family Sign of important 

messages. that celebrate love and 
togetherness.

They diligently sketched and painted 
each letter onto the wood. Once dry they 
outlined the words with markers for crisp 
details and sprayed it with a sealer. The 
entire project took less than 24 hours to 
make and is a beautul addition to their 

home.

For instructions on how to create a Family 
Sign you can reach out to Megan at 

fordgirl22m@gmail.com

IR
T-

18
4

8
E

-A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPCChad E Zagel, CFP®, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor

705 Bagley Avenue Se 
East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
616-233-9472

Family Sign
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Financial Focus
Business Owners: Plan for Next Phase of Life

By Chad Zagel, CFP,® AAMS,® JFGR Board Member

Chad Zagel
JFGR Board Member

Chad Zagel, CFP® , AAMS®, is a financial advisor with 
Edward Jones, a University of Michigan graduate, and in 
his free time, Chad enjoys spending time with his family 
and volunteering.

       As a business owner, you’re 
always thinking of what you 
need to do now. But you can’t 
forget about the future – yours 
and that of your business. So it 
may be a good idea to consider 
your personal retirement 
plan and business succession 
strategy.

        Let’s start by looking at a 
few retirement plan possibilities:

• Solo 401(k) – This plan, which is also known as 
an Owner-only 401(k), is available to self-
employed individuals and business owners 
with no full-time employees other than 
themselves or a spouse. A Solo 401(k) offers 
many of the same advantages of a traditional 
401(k): a range of investment options, tax-
deductible contributions and the opportunity 
for tax-deferred earnings growth. You may 
even be able to choose a Roth option, which 
allows you to make after-tax contributions 
that can grow tax-free. Your Solo 401(k) 
contributions consist of two parts: salary 
deferral and profit sharing. In 2020, you can 
defer up to $19,500 of income, or $26,000 
if you’re 50 or older. Your profit-sharing 
contribution is based on your earnings. The 
sum of your salary deferral and profit sharing 
can’t exceed $57,000 (or $63,500 if you’re 
50 or older). If your spouse is employed by 
your business, you each can contribute the 
maximum amount allowed.

• SEP IRA – If you have just a few employees or are 
self-employed with no employees, you may 
want to think about a SEP IRA. You’ll fund 
the plan with tax-deductible contributions, 
and you must cover all eligible employees. 
(Employees themselves cannot contribute.) 
You can generally contribute up to 25% of 
compensation, up to $57,000 annually. And 

you can fund your SEP IRA with virtually any 
type of investment.

• Solo defined benefit plan – Not many businesses still 
offer pension plans, also known as defined 
benefit plans, but you can set one up for 
yourself if you’re self-employed or own your 
own business. This plan has high contribution 
limits, which are determined by an actuarial 
calculation, and your contributions are 
typically tax-deductible. 

 A financial professional can help you choose 
the appropriate retirement plan. But you’ll still need 
to think about succession planning. Of course, you 
can always sell your business outright at any time 
you like. Or you could leave your business to your 
children in your will, but if you give it to them 
gradually during your lifetime, you can become more 
confident they’ll be able to manage the business on 
their own.

 Another alternative might be to transfer the 
business with a buy-sell agreement, which allows you 
to determine when, to whom, and at what price you 
can sell it. Because you can establish the purchase 
price as your business’s taxable value, a buy-sell 
agreement is useful in estate planning. If you want 
to keep the business in your family, you might want 
to consider funding the buy-sell agreement with 
life insurance, so family members can use the death 
benefit proceeds to buy your ownership stake. 

 In any case, given the complexities and tax issues 
involved with succession planning, you’ll need to 
consult with your legal and tax advisors when creating 
a strategy. But don’t wait too long. You can’t predict 
the future, but by planning ahead, you can help 
achieve the outcomes you desire.
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Granola can be expensive, and it often has a huge amount of sugar.  
Far too often, I’ve spent an arm and a leg on granola that ended 
up tasting yucky.  This easy recipe is adapted from Alton Brown’s 
granola recipe.  I make it weekly and we really love it!  It’s much 

cheaper and tastier. Making your own granola is a survival skill that 
we all need to master.  You can do this!

Guest Columnist

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kris Siegel

Let’s Make Granola! 
by Kris Siegel

Ingredients:
•	 3 cups rolled oats
•	 1 cup walnuts
•	 ½ cup raw pumpkin seeds
•	 ½ cup raw sunflower seeds
•	 ¾ cup unsweetened shredded coconut
•	 1 ½ tsp. cinnamon
•	 1 tsp. salt
•	 ¼ cup maple syrup
•	 ¼ cup canola or grapeseed oil
•	 2 tsp. vanilla extract
•	 1 cup dried fruit (We like chopped apricots and cranberries)

To Do:
1. Preheat over to 250 degrees.  Lay parchment paper on two large sheet pans.  

2. In a large bowl, mix together the oats, walnuts, pumpkin seeds, sunflower seeds, coconut, 
cinnamon, and salt.

3. In a medium-size bowl, whisk together the maple syrup, oil, and vanilla extract.

4. Mix wet ingredients into dry and spread the mixture onto the two sheet pans.  Bake for one hour.

5. Remove from oven and let the granola cool completely on baking racks. Transfer to a large 
container with a cover.  Mix in the fruit.  Enjoy for breakfast or a snack!

  www.whatkriscooks.com

 
  

Kris Siegel is an aspiring vegan home cook with a deep love for breakfast foods.
She is also the librarian at Temple Emanuel. 

Easy Granola
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Connecting with Ancestors During 
a Time of Isolation  

by Yehudit Newman

I  am a Newman. I have observed that Newmans get 
bored easily and are good at making our own fun. 
During this pandemic we all have had to find things 
to keep ourselves occupied and my brother Chuck 
Newman and my cousin Charlie Newman have gotten 
more involved with family genealogy. Chuck has always 
been curious about our ancestors, what was life like 
for them, as Jews, in ‘ the old country’, and grateful 
to them for sending off their children, in our case our 
grandfather Charles Newman, so that ultimately we, 
their descendants would have a better life.
My grandfather, Charles Newman died in a different 
epidemic along with my Aunt Francis of TB 100 
years ago, which made research all the more difficult, 
but the present day Charles’ have been able to locate 
descendants of Hyman and Rachel Newman, my great-
grandparents. Hyman and Rachel lived in Kandara, 
Latvia and their descendants number in the 100’s and 
live all over the world. So I found myself up and awake 
far too early one Sunday morning looking at the faces 
on Zoom of Newmans all over the world, hearing their 

voices from England, Africa, 
Australia and all over the US. We 
learned that one reason we had 
lost touch with the South African 
branch of the Newmans for a 
while was that they somehow 
thought we American Newmans 
were involved with the Mafia! 
(There is some rumor of Detroit Newmans and the 
Purple gang, but I’ve seen no proof.) It seems surreal 
somehow that we can be so isolated and become so 
connected at the same time. I look forward to our next 
reunion.  

Yehudit Newman spent most of her career in Jewish Communal 
Service, working with Senior Citizens and Jewish Education, 
in Ann Arbor, Memphis, Miami, Naples, Green Bay and Grand 
Rapids.  She has also enjoyed spending summers doing art fairs 
vending her beadwork and has been backstage for over 50 years 
in community theaters wherever she has lived.
 

Yehudit Newman

david alfonso, MD, FACS brad bengtson, MD, FACS

bengtsoncenter.com  /  2155 East paris avenue se, GRand rapids  /  616.588.8880

Bengtson center

a place that feels like

home
Call to Schedule Your 

Cosmetic Consultation 
Today!
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REGISTER ONLINE BY 12PM, AUG 10:  
WWW.MICHJEWISHHISTORY.ORG/CALENDAR/ 

About the memoir: a newly converted Jew, Natalie Ruth 
Joynton moves to a Northern Michigan farm with a life-
size replica of Dodge City, Kansas in the front yard.  A city 
girl now hundreds of miles from the nearest synagogue, 
she builds a new life with her non-Jewish fiancé and in the 
process discovers herself. 

 

BOOK CLUB 
7pm, Aug 12 
on Zoom 

____ 

Q&A AND 
CONVERSATION 

WITH THE 
AUTHOR! 

____ 

SUBMIT AUTHOR 
QUESTIONS BY 

12PM, AUG 10 TO 
KARA : 

kschuchman@ 
michjewishhistory.org 

____ 

JHSM MEMBERS: $10 
NONMEMBERS: $18 
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Need assistance registering?Need assistance registering?
Email  info@michjewishhistory.org or call 248-915-1826Email  info@michjewishhistory.org or call 248-915-1826
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  CHABAD OF WESTERN MICHIGAN
 
FACEBOOK: @CHABADWM | PHONE: 616-957-0770
EMAIL: CHABADWESTERNMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM
 

Beit Sefer B’yahad
United Jewish School

1715 Fulton St E | Grand Rapids MI 49503
616.459.5976

News from the United Jewish School

We are looking forward to welcoming back our students 
to the United Jewish School on Sunday, August 30.  UJS 
is the supplementary religious school program of Con-
gregation Ahavas Israel and Temple Emanuel.  Because 
Covid-19 is still with us we have instituted considerable 
safety protocols that will insure the well-being of our entire 
community.  Full details are being sent to all parents.

We are excited to welcome Julianna Schrier to the school 
office as our Administrative Assistant.  She is a recent 
graduate of GVSU and she also happens to work at the 
Jewish Federation.  Both communities decided to hire the 
same great person.

Our school has been abuzz all summer.  With new curricu-
lum in place for both Judaic and Hebrew studies, a staff 
that is eager to teach our children and grandchildren, and 
a redesigned website, we are gearing up for a great year 
ahead.

UJS would love to welcome new students into the school.  
New families who are not members of either congregation 
are invited to send their children to school for one year 
without membership affiliation.  At the end of the year 
affiliation is required to continue in school the following 
autumn.  Our school is one of the many benefits of support-
ing the congregations in our community. 

UJS offers classes for children as young as 3 years old, 
with a parent, and continues through the 10th Grade.  
Students in Grades 11 and 12 are invited to become mad-
richim.  Registration is open on the school website United-
JewishSchool.org.  We ask that parents register well before 
the first day of classes.  

Rabbi Michael Schadick of Temple Emanuel (Rabbi@
grtemple.org) and Rabbi David Krishef of Congregation 
Ahavas Israel (RabbiK@UnitedJewishSchool.org) are the 
interim directors of UJS for the 2020-2021 school year.  
Please contact either of them with questions about school.  

Wishing everyone a happy and very safe summer!

All events are subject to change. Please stay safe and reach 
out if there is anything we can do for you.

CHECK FACEBOOK @CHABADWM FOR VIRTUAL 
ZOOM LINKS AND PASSWORDS OR TEXT RIVKA AT 
616.206.9654!

Gan Israel Day Camp – UPDATE:
NEW CAMP DATES: AUGUST 3 - 14 2020 
Due to Covid19, our in-person camp will be limited to 
Kiddy Camp. We will be having an amazing zoom/out 
of the box CGI for ages 5-11. Our packed daily schedule 
features musical davening and themed activities to keep 
children engaged and excited. Each camper will receive 
a box to their home with all the supplies needed for each 
activity! We look forward giving your children an amazing 
time during these unpredicted circumstances! The Camp 
Gan Israel experience is a unique combination of Jewish 
pride and fun!
Kiddy Camp: Ages 3&4 | Out of the box CGI: Ages 5–11 
For more information & to register today check out 
our website at Chabadwm.com/camp or call Rivka at 
616.206.9654.

Virtual Torah & Tea 
For the connection we all need right now.
A Torah Study for Woman with Nechamy Weingarten. 
MONDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM
Meeting ID: 966 6623 3600 Password: jwc

JLI Classes 
Experience Jewish learning like never before. 
JLI makes Jewish learning accessible & personally 
meaningful to every Jew, regardless of background or 
affiliation.
TUESDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM
Meeting ID: 915 0324 9816 Password: 180

Virtual Pre-Shabbat L’chaim
Let’s connect and wish each other a “Shabbat Shalom” 
with spirits and spirituality.
Join us for a Virtual Pre-Shabbat L’chaim and Blessing.
EVERY FRIDAY ON ZOOM AT 6:30PM
BYOL- Bring Your Own L’chaim
Meeting ID: 953 9501 4200 Password: 613

Jewish Trivia Game for Adults in Western Michigan!!
It’s fun, it’s quick, it will stimulate your mind- and best 
part is?
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YOU ARE COMPETING TOGETHER WITH OUR 
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS!
The 7th player to answer correctly will win a FREE bottle 
of Kosher wine delivered straight to your doorstep!
Every Sunday & Wednesday at 7:00PM SHARP you 
will receive a TRIVIA question via text message!
Reply with the number you think is correct. The 7th 
participant to answer correctly wins!
It is amazing watching our community unite together to 
play, connect, and learn.
To Join: text “CHABADWM” to 616-207-1218!

JTEXT ~ JEWISH TRIVIA for Teens!
EVERY MONDAY & THURSDAY AT 7:00PM.
Be the 7th to answer correctly and win a $20 AMAZON 
GIFT CARD straight to your phone! 
Are you a Jewish teen (grades 6-12) in West Michigan and 
would like to join? 
Text “CTEENGR” to 616-207-1218 to be let in on the fun!

Gan Yiladim Preschool – Kindergarten
New!! This upcoming 2020/2021 school year - We will 
be offering a full day program option!!
Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children 
ages 2-5 open to the entire Jewish community, regardless of 
background or affiliation. 
For over 40 years, Gan Yiladim has been serving the Grand 
Rapids and nearby Jewish communities, offering a joyful 
and enriching educational experience to our students while 
fostering a love for their Jewish heritage.
Gan Yiladim takes the best of both worlds – secular 
and Judaic – and blends them into a program 
that is at once rich, fulfilling, and stimulating.                                                                                                                                         
The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES 
of life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, 
Creative, Emotional and Spiritual development.
Our students are given tools to find expression in 
art, music, dance and drama. Through teamwork and 
friendship-building, the children learn skills for life as they 
explore and play in a loving and nurturing environment, 
guided by experienced and dedicated staff. 
For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah at 
616.375.9404

We have had a consistent Zoom weekday minyan, 
Monday through Friday, for the past 15 weeks. We 
haven’t missed a minyan yet, but we’ve been close. If you 
can spare about 40 minutes at 8:00 any weekday morning 

to make sure we that we can continue to say Kaddish, 
you’ll be doing a great mitzvah. 
Zoom minyan not your thing? Don a mask and help us 
make a minyan in person on Shabbat mornings at 10:30._______________________________________________

We know that not everyone is ready to return to 
services at Ahavas Israel. But if you are comfortable 
going out, would you consider helping ensure that we 
maintain a Shabbat minyan? 

If you are willing to wear a mask (properly covering 
your nose and mouth) to protect the health of others, 
please help us make minyan on Shabbat mornings at 
10:30 a.m.

 - If you have any of the following symptoms, do not enter 
the building; instead, contact your health care provider: 
cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, 
chills, muscle pain, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.
We are trusting you to help keep everybody healthy. If 
you have been sick or think you might be sick, do not 
come to services._________________________________________________

Interested in studying Jewish mysticism? A weekly chapter 
of Bible? Ahavas Israel’s weekly study groups are meeting 
in person again. Mondays, noon, Zohar study group. 
Thursdays, 1:00, the book of Joshua. Bring a mask! To 
protect the health of our staff and other visitors, you 
are required to put on a mask when you enter Ahavas 
Israel.

Tisha B’Av
Tisha b’Av -- A day of Lamentations, mourning, and 
fasting for the destruction of the Temple and subsequent 
exiles of the Jewish people. Join us on:
            Wednesday night, July 29, at 9:00 p.m., for 
Ma’ariv and the reading of the Biblical book of 
Eikha(Lamentations);
            Thursday morning, July 30, 8:00 a.m. for morning 
minyan with special inclusions for Tisha B’Av.  (Fast ends 
at approximately 9:07 p.m.) 
Zoom Links: 
Tisha b’Av evening service, Jul 29, 2020 09:00 PM Eastern 
Time 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/97662012471?pwd=SjMxM2tQN1VuTm
hNK2tyY3FIWXBvQT09 
Meeting ID: 976 6201 2471
Password: CAI9Av
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,97662012471#,,,,0#,,837352#
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We cordially invite you to the  
Temple Emanuel 

SSpprriinngg  GGaallaa  
Saturday, April 21st  

at six-thirty in the evening 
Blythefield Country Club 

5801 Northland Drive, Belmont, Michigan 49306 

  

  

  

  

PPllaannttiinngg  tthhee  sseeeeddss  ooff  oouurr  ffuuttuurree  

    

Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 976 6201 2471
Password: 837352  
Tisha b’Av Morning Minyan, Jul 29, 2020 08:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/280892158 
Meeting ID: 280 892 158
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,280892158# 
Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 280 892 158

Ahavas Israel Book Group: Our next meeting of the 
Ahavas Israel Book group will be on Monday, August 24, 
7:00 p.m. for our discussion of  “The Book of Israela” by 
Rena Blumenthal.

Jerusalem, 2002: the height of the second intifada. Kobi 
Benami is a middle-aged psychologist whose life is in 
shambles. His wife has thrown him out for his casual 
philandering; his daughter refuses to speak to him; and 
the new clinic director has placed him on probation for 
his indifferent work habits. As Kobi becomes ensnared 
in a surreal encounter with the anthropomorphized 
story of ancient Israel, he is forced to confront his own 
dysfunctional life patterns, his family’s tragic past, and the 
endless war that rages around him. 

The book group will meet in person, if possible; otherwise, 
we will send out information to connect via zoom. 
Please contact Sandy Freed for more information at 616-
540-2030, sandyfreed2@gmail.com.

Shabbat Services

Friday Shabbat Services:  Join us to welcome in 
Shabbat together Fridays at 6:00 PM.  Join the meeting 
at 5:30 for a virtual social hour, then either stay in the 
Zoom meeting to watch Shabbat Services live from our 
sanctuary, or if you are a member, you can go to the 
Temple Emanuel Private Facebook Group to watch. 

Friday, August 7
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

Friday, August 14
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Torah will be read

Friday, August 21
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Reflections for Elul

Friday, August 28
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Preparing for the High Holy Days

To follow along in the prayer book during services Read 
the Mishkan T’Filah for Shabbat online at: https://www.
ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/    

Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/795261435?pwd=NW9VSDRJTG9DaGV

xS2RURFJqcTJUQT09 
Meeting ID: 795 261 435               Password: Challah18

  

Shabbat Morning Study

We invite the community to join Rabbi Schadick every 
Saturday morning in August for a special 5 part series 
on the Book of Jonah.  The class will be studying Rabbi 
Steven Bob’s book, Jonah and the Meaning of Our Lives 
published by the Jewish Publication Society.  It will be 
most beneficial to have the book on hand as we discuss the 
text together.  

The class will meet via Zoom from 9:30 to 11:00 AM each 
Shabbat morning.  The book is a great way to begin to 
prepare for the month of Elul and the upcoming High Holy 
Day season.  

Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82110111186?pwd=cS9lS1ZxN

kMrSjgwOUNPUFFOUjFDUT09 
Meeting ID: 821 1011 1186                Password:  Parashah

Keep on saving those receipts from Family Faire, D&W 
Fresh Market, Forest Hills Foods & Ada Fresh Market! 
We are 60% of the way to our goal of collecting $100,000 
in receipts from these grocery stores!  Once we turn in 
all those receipts Temple will receive $1,000, so keep on 
keeping your receipts.  You can drop them off when the 
Temple Office is open, or you can put them into the mail.  
Thanks to everyone who has helped us get this far!  
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Make a tribute gift to
Thank, Honor, MemorializeThank, Honor, Memorialize

friends and loved ones.

The next Food Bank Distribution is Wednesday, August 
19th from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM. 
Volunteers will be needed to fill boxes and set up in the 
days prior.  We are still in need of diapers--all sizes--and 
baby wipes.  Summer means that we have great access to 
fresh fruits and veggies, but we can still use some pantry 
staples such as pasta, tomato sauce, and hearty soups.  
Please contact mcubed4300@gmail.com or bbach2137@
gmail.com with questions.   _______________________________________________

Summer Women›s Mussar Study Group on Thursdays 
at 7:00 PM 
We invite our female members to join Kreenah 
Dunsmore and Elisheva English via Zoom for a weekly 
Mussar discussion.  Mussar is the study and practice of 
how we enhance our inner selves by embracing Jewish 
virtues, known as middot.  The group will use the text of 
the book The Spiritual Practice of Good Actions by Greg 
Marcus.   For more information please contact 
     Elisheva English - atolstoywoman@hotmail.com 
     Kreenah Dunsmore - karenyonkers@yahoo.com  

Join the Zoom Meeting:
  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89754824728?pwd=SXkyQkF

JWmgxRXRrWnZWMDBuVWhhUT09 
Meeting ID:  897 5482 4728                 Password:  210166________________________________________________

Skilled CPAs & Senior specialists with 
the highest code of ethics

DAILY money management services 

Virtual or in-home service available

Free or discounted services for 
low-income seniors

www.CPAforSeniors.com | (616) 528-8128

“We do more than 
pay bills & balance 
checkbooks. We’re 
senior advocates!”
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DAILY money management services 
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“We do more than 
pay bills & balance 
checkbooks. We’re 
senior advocates!”

Social Justice Book Club Mondays at 7:00 PM 
During this current climate of protests around racial 
disparities and cries for social justice, I invite you all to 
join me in reading and discussing White Fragility, by Dr. 
Robin DiAngelo. It is an excellent and very informative 
guide to raise awareness, help provide us with tools 
to hear others more fully, and to have more open and 
productive conversations around race.  Due to the volume 
of information, I am considering devoting a week to two or 
three chapters in an attempt to allow enough time to really 
unpack, examine, and share our ideas.  
Looking forward to learning and growing together, 
Sherri Robinson     sherribrobinson@gmail.com

Join the Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83809730782?pwd=d0NXdDA5

KzlzQWhtd2dqSGdYdm12QT09 
Meeting ID: 838 0973 0782                   Password: 481541 
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Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times to 
make donations to Jewish causes. You can make a donation 
of $10 or more to the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids in 
honor or in memory of members of our community.
We then will acknowledge that donation with a card to that 
individual or family. This is a wonderful way to send your 
good wishes and be able to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is to 
receive the card. Please specify which of the following funds 
you would like your donation to be credited to:
Woman of Valor Fund To honor the women in our lives 
who have made a difference personally, locally or nationally.
Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund To 
help ensure the continued work of the Jewish Federation of 
Grand Rapids for now and the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund To provide for local 
programming and events through the Jewish Federation of 
Grand Rapids.
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund 
To provide scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and 
experiences.
Charles and Maxine Shapiro Fund To help ensure long-term 
aid to Israel and Jews around the world.
Louis and Louise Weiner Fund To help ensure local 
programming for seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish 
community.
Jerry and Judy Subar Fund To help ensure funding for 
overseas Jewish communities’ needs.
Leven Family Fund To establish and provide Jewish 
facilities, and support for cooperative programming among 
the congregations that support Jewish education for our youth.
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund To support 
Jewish social services in Grand Rapids.
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund To help ensure funding 
for Jewish arts, culture and history in Greater Grand Rapids.
Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund To support 
health services for Jewish community members not covered 
by other financial resources.

Thank you for supporting the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community

Endowment

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form

Donation from: Name

Donor Address

Donor City/St/Zip

Send card to: Name

Send card to address

Send card to City/St/Zip

Fund (pick from list)

In honor of

In memory of

Notes:

Send your donation and this form to:
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

JFGR General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund
Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment Fund
May his memory be for a blessing.
 Kathleen Fite
 Cory Amron & Curtis Ritter
 Myrna & Leon Kirschner
 Pamela Coravos
 Michele Kanig  & Jeffrey Bootzin
 Linda Bennen
 Janet Fink
 Bluma Herman
 Rhett & Jeralyn Pinsky
 Susette Tauber
 Edie Landman & Amy Landman
 Roberta & Michael Jacobson
In loving memory of my father, Julian Joseph
 Elisa, Steve, Brett, Jenna and Jacqueline
Louis & Louise Weiner Fund
Jerry & Judy Subar Endowment Fund
Charles and Maxine Shapiro Endowment Fund
Woman of Valor Endowment Fund
Leven Family Endowment Fund
In memory of Nort Remes
 Judith Joseph
In memory of Buddy Joseph
 Marilyn & Norm Leven
David & Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund 
Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund 
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The Shofar
A monthly publication issued 12 times a year.

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1240

Send article text to: info@JFGR.org
Phone: 616.942.5553
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
Email: info@JFGR.org

Next Issue’s Information Deadline:
August 15, 2020

ADVERTISE IN THE SHOFAR

The Shofar is delivered to nearly 700 subscribers, 12 times a year. Space in limited.
Place your ad today! Contact Nicole at 616.942.5553 or Nicole@jfgr.org

GET 10% OFF ALL ORDERS WITH CODE "10OFF".  APPLY CODE AT CHECKOUT. 


