
example, as ohr l’goyim, a light unto the 
nations.

As we approach Chanukah and, at the same time, come to 
the close of our community’s UJA Campaign, I thank all of 
our generous donors and supporters, noting that we would 
not be the envy of many small communities without your 
thoughtfulness. I also appeal to those in our community 
who enjoy all that we have to offer, and who would certainly 
miss the vibrant Jewish Calgary we all know, if services 
and programs could not be offered due to lack of support. 
To those people, I ask you to step up and make a gift to our 
community now. Join us in ensuring that our community’s 
future remains bright.

In Jewish Calgary, every person is important, every 
gift makes a difference, everyone is welcome. In Jewish 
Calgary, Everyone Counts!

Chag Chanukah Sameach,

Adam Silver,
Chief Executive Officer, Calgary Jewish Federation

Shalom friends, 
I recently read an article about Chanukah by 

renowned Rabbi, scholar, and leader Jonathan Sacks. In 
his article, Rabbi Sacks provides a number of short thoughts 
about Chanukah, with one in particular standing out to me 
as relevant for my message this week.

Rabbi Sacks speaks of inside and outside lights in Judaism, 
as well as their intersection. He notes there is more than one 
command in Judaism to light lights. There are three. There 
are the Shabbat candles. There is the havdalah candle. And 
there are the Chanukah candles.

The Shabbat candles represent shalom bayit, peace in the 
home. They are lit indoors. These candles represent Judaism’s 
inner light, the holiness of the home.

The Chanukah candles were once displayed outside the 
front door as a way of publicizing the miracle of Chanukah. It 
was only fear of persecution that changed this practice, thus 
bringing the Chanukah candles inside. In essence, Chanukah 
candles are the light Judaism brings to the world when we 
are unafraid to announce our identity in public, live by our 
principles, and, if necessary, fight for our freedom.

Lastly, the havdalah candle, which is always made up of 
several wicks woven together, represents the fusion of the 

two, the inner light of Shabbat joined to the outer light we 
make during the six days of the week when we go out into 
the world and live our Jewish lives in public.

When we live as Jews in private, we make our homes and 
families holy. When we live as Jews in public, we bring the 
light of hope to others. Only when we live both together, do 
we bring light to the world.

Rabbi Sacks’ story applies to Jewish Calgary. As we continue 
to build a strong internal community, one that offers many 
cultural programs, social services, opportunities for ritual 
practice, and pathways to education and engagement, we also 
continue to build external relations with broader Calgary, 
as well as with Jewish and non-Jewish stakeholders across 
Canada, in Israel, and around the globe. We must maintain 
a mindful balance of serving our immediate Jewish needs 
and instilling yiddishkeit in our children and grandchildren, 
while at the same time ensuring that we are strengthening 
our community and our relations with others, so that all that 
we have built will endure for generations.

Above all else, we must embrace our diversity as a 
community and leverage our differences as strengths. We 
must not pull apart from each other or fracture – rather, we 
must come together, not only for our own good, but as an 

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

  A MESSAGE FROM ADAM

Calgary Jewish Federation wants you! 
We have lots of exciting information to share 
about upcoming programs and events. If you 
are not already receiving our publications, 
please send us your contact information 
and we will be sure to bring you up to date 
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign 
up today, please contact Elliott Steinberg at  
403-252-5801 or esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org.

Up to $1000 grant* towards  
a first-time camp experience.  
Apply at: onehappycamper.org 

The perfect Chanukah gift!

For more information contact 
Judy Shapiro at 403.444.3153  
or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org

*Some conditions apply

$700
grant for
12-18 day 
sessions!

NEW!

THIS WAY TO AN 
unforgettable
summer

For information contact Karina Szulc at 
karinas@jewishcalgary.org • 403-389-6994

If your child was recently diagnosed with a visible or 
non-visible disability, come learn more about funding 

and resources, and meet other parents. This is the third 
education session in the series Surviving and Thriving. 

Co-sponsored by

A lecture series for parents, extended families,  
friends and guardians of a child with a disability.

Surviving and Thriving

Registration is required by email

you’ve got a diagnosis, Now what?
tues jan 23 • 6:30pm • calgary jcc
Cath Petrinack - The Children’s link

Limited spots available, by registration only  
before December 15. 

Grassroots Consultation
Your priorities are our priorities

Tuesday, January 16  •  7pm

Calgary JCC  •  1607 90 Avenue SW
CIJA is looking for community input into strategic advocacy priorities

Please RSVP to Judy Shapiro 403-444-3153
or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org

CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY  
OF CHANUKAH PIECES

(RETAIL VALUE $60)

$25

REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION
Karina Szulc, karinas@jewishcalgary.org

403-389-6994

CHANUKAH POTTERY
PAINTING WITH

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17  |  1:00pm

Kesher is a social and recreational inclusive program for 
Jewish adults with disabilities. Kesher members invite 

you to join them to express your Chanukah creativity at 
an afternoon for Jewish people of all ages and abilities.

INCLUSIVE PROGRAM



Made possible by your gifts to Federation’s annual UJA campaign

PJ Library® Havdalah
The auditorium was filled with song, brachot, 
candlelight, and sounds of happiness 
when over 50 children, their parents and 
grandparents gathered to celebrate Havdalah 
with PJ Library on November 18. Thank you to 
Amy Goldberg and Eytan Graubart for adding 
some magic to this meaningful event!

For information contact Karina Szulc: karinas@jewishcalgary.org or 403-389-6994

Keynote speaker 

Dr. Stephen Shore
Life On and Slightly to the 
Right of the Autism Spectrum

Diagnosed with “atypical development 
and strong autistic tendencies” and 
“too sick” for outpatient treatment, 
Stephen Shore was recommended for 
institutionalization. Nonverbal until four, 
and with much support from his parents, 
teachers, wife, and others, Dr. Shore is 
now a consultant, author, and professor 
at Adelphi University where his research 
focuses on matching best practice to the 
needs of people with autism.

Presents

SAVE 
THE 

DATE!

FES T I VUS  FOR

Jewdo
HILLEL ’S ANNuAL

2 017

CELEBRA TE  THE

Sunday 
December  2 4 ,  8 pm 

Hudsons  Downtown
1 2 0 1  5  S t ree t  SW

contact jordan waldman 
jwaldman@jewishcalgary.org

the

Rest of Us

$10

CALGARY

DEC 17 11am • JCC

CHANUKAH EDITION

JAC invites you to join us in 
celebrating the Festival of Lights 

with a festive spin class, and a 
delicious brunch and gift exchange 

hosted by JAC in Room 1.

Registration is $5 at jewishcalgary.org
Space limited to 20

Contact for info: Jordan Waldman 
jac@jewishcalgary.org

or 403.444.3146

AND
Spin

Brunch

BOKER ARTBOKER ART
PJ LIBRARY® CALGARY FOR
RUSSIAN-SPEAKING FAMILIES
Learning about famous Jewish Russian 
artist Marc Chagall as their inspiration, 
32 children and their parents created 
their own art pieces at the “Boker Art” 
program on November 12.

To learn more about this new PJ 
Library initiative, conducted entirely in 
Russian and Hebrew, contact Veronika 
Havkin at vhavkin@jewishcalgary.org 
or 587-707-2077.

PJ LIBRARY® HAPPENINGS

Wednesday 
February 21, 2018
6:30pm
Temple B’nai Tikvah
900 47 Avenue SW

Chanukah Fun
with

Tot Shabbat Chanukah
Friday, December 15
10:30am  |  Calgary JCC 
Let’s celebrate the festival of  
lights together!

PJ Library® for  
Russian-Speaking Families
Saturday, December 16
5:45pm  |  Calgary JCC
Join us for our Russian and Hebrew 

Chanukah program then enjoy the JCC Chanukah Family Dance 
Party from 6:30-8:30pm.
For more information contact Veronika Havkin at 587-707-2077  
or vhavkin@jewishcalgary.org.

PJ Library на русском языке приглашает вас на 
празднование Хануки! В программе история и традиции 
празднования Хануки, много музыки, танцев, интересных 
поделок и угощений! Приходите всей семьёй! Ждем вас в 
JCC в субботу 16 декабря в 5.45 вечера!
Просьба зарегестрироваться по телефону: 587-707-2077 или 
по электронной почте: vhavkin@jewishcalgary.org

PJ Library® at the JCC 
Chanukah Family Dance Party
Saturday, December 16
6:00-6:30pm  |  Calgary JCC
Join us for a special party before the main 
event at the JCC. A free and fun family 
event. The little ones will love the light-up 
dance floor!

For more information about PJ Library contact  
Kathie Wainer, PJ Library® Program Manager 
403-537-8592 or kwainer@jewishcalgary.org

S
T O T
H A B B AT

Sponsors:
Temple B’nai Tikvah

Lenny & Faigel Shapiro 
and Family

Harry & Martha Cohen  
Foundation

CHW Calgary
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UJA 2017
everyone counts

Reva knows about struggling. She survived the Holocaust and 
decades of poverty and  discrimination in the former Soviet 

Union. She is grateful that her children and grandchildren are 
building a better life in Canada and joined them here not long 
ago.  She arrived with virtually nothing, and now at 83 years 
old, she doesn’t have the energy or language skills to navigate 
unfamiliar government support programs. Without the support 
of Jewish Family Service Calgary (JFSC), a partner agency 
of Federation, Reva would have been one of those who “fell 
through the cracks.” 

Instead, she received help with applying for government aid, 
subsidies for food and medicine, and Holocaust Reparations. 
Visits from a Russian-speaking social worker brighten her day. 
Reva enjoys the cultural and social opportunities of JFSC and 
Calgary JCC programs and has found a network of friends, thus 
avoiding the isolation many seniors experience. Reva’s path to 
Calgary and transition was difficult. Supporting her now is our 
collective responsibility, because everyone counts. Make your 
own impact on Jewish life through Federation’s UJA campaign.

#icount
#everyonecounts

your UJA dollars support

Children attended  
JCC day camp with  

an IBP bursary

30
Subscribers enjoy 
PJ Library® books 

and music

510250
Attended 

Yom HaAtzmaut 
celebrations last year

Wynne and Harvey Thal
UJA2017 Campaign Co-Chairs

Shalom friends,
As we count down the final weeks 

of Federation’s 2017 United Jewish 
Appeal campaign, we must first of 
all thank everyone who has made 

their donation to our community. 
Sure, some people think of UJA as 
a “Jewish Tax,” and no one likes 

to pay taxes! But we all know the benefits of contributing for the 
greater good. Really, having a thriving Jewish community is a gift, 
and only we can ensure that something so important continues to 
grow. What a great way to spend your philanthropic dollars, as an 
investment in our Jewish future! 

We know it may start to feel redundant to be asked for donations, 
year in and year out, and maybe it’s easy to get a bit complacent 
after years of giving. But the importance of giving never changes – 
that’s how we keep Jewish life going!

We’ve had a good campaign so far, but we need to raise more 
money than last year to avoid decreases in funding to vital 
programs and services in our community. We’re talking about 
helping families in need, ensuring that kids can go to Jewish 
school or Jewish summer camp, keeping the “living room” of our 
community open at the JCC, and building strong Jewish identity 
in our youth. In our community, there are so many different needs, 
different perspectives, different lives, but that’s the point of this 
year’s campaign – that everyone counts in Jewish Calgary. That 
everyone should have their needs met. That everyone should be 
able to participate in Jewish life. That everyone is responsible for 
keeping our community vibrant and helping it grow. You may not 
realize it, but everyone benefits in one way or another from our 
collective generosity.

Thank you to all the 
UJA volunteers, the 
canvassers and the 
cellathon participants. 
The campaign wouldn’t 
work without you.

Donations are gratefully accepted any time 
– it’s not too late to count yourself in! And 
if you want a 2017 charitable tax receipt, 
please make your payment by December 31. 
Thank you for your support!

make 
your gift 

today!



UJA 2017
everyone counts

connected • religious • immigrant   

accepting  •  experienced  •  engaged 
active • married • volunteer • inclusive 
curious • determined • faithful • single 
reserved • steadfast • conservative  
student • thriving • survivor • teacher  
supportive • loving • leader • nurturing   
sister • joyful • welcoming • father   
mentor • mother • courageous • strong 
friend • secular • decent • camper  
enthusiastic • camper   • innovative   
elder • generous • mensch • committed

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY!
It’s never too late to do your
part and count yourself in!

If you’ve already made your gift
to the UJA 2017 campaign, thank you!

Don’t forget that to get a 2017 charitable tax receipt, 
payments must be received by December 31.

Online jewishcalgary.org
In person 1607 90 Avenue SW

Phone 403-444-3157

How to Give


