iRep 2019

ANNUAL
REPORT

Contents
1

Members

5

Impact

2

Partners

6

Activities

3

Strategy

7

Stories

4

Allocations

Our Mission

The Israel Religious Expression Platform, iRep, is a JFNA initiative that works to encourage
respect for diverse expressions of Judaism in Israel.
iRep’s mission is to impact a range of issues related to increasing religious diversity in
Israel. iRep strives to strengthen Israel’s civil society and to promote and advance meaningful
change to the religion-state status quo. In addition, iRep works to reinforce Israel’s
relationship with North American Jewry based on mutual recognition of and respect for
diverse Jewish expression.
The first issue iRep is promoting is expanding the range of legally-recognized options for
marriage in Israel which would also impact divorce.
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Members
Federation Partners
iRep convenes Jewish Federations and foundations from across North
America to form a unique consortium advancing Jewish pluralism and
freedom of religious expression in Israel.
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iRep Chair: Evelyn Kenvin, UJA Federation of New York
iRep Vice-Chair: David Lentz, Jewish Federation of Greater Metro West
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Partners
Civil Society Partners
iRep brings together and supports diverse Israeli organizations Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, secular, traditional, Russian-speaking
and Arab – to collaborate on advancing the issue of marriage choice in
Israel. These organizations share our vision and are already active in the
field of religious diversity. iRep’s funding supports our grantees’ work
by enabling them to reach a larger audience, carry out professional
media campaigns, and create cross-sector collaborations.
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Strategy

Focus on Marriage Freedom
iRep's initial focus area is freedom of marriage - a positive lifecycle event relevant to most Israelis. Recognition of multiple
forms of marriage (and divorce) by the State of
Israel will provide acknowledgment of diverse Jewish
expression and serve as a potential solution for over 600,000
Israelis unable to marry under current religious law.

iRep's Theory of Change
iRep works to build a critical mass of popular support for
marriage freedom so that it becomes a central and urgent issue
in Israel’s public discourse. Through strategic investment in
projects across Israel's civil society, iRep works to transform
passive support for marriage freedom into active widespread
popular support for additional marriage options. This will
incentivize “centrist” parties and politicians to
endorse relevant legislation.
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Allocations
2016-2019 Allocations
iRep funds initiatives aimed at increasing the number of Israelis choosing
marriage options outside the Rabbinate. iRep also funds programs that
encourage people to engage with the issue, through writing and speaking
about marriage freedom in the media, in their communities and at public
events.

Professional
Resources 1.2%

Arab 1.2%

LGBTQ 0.4%

General (secular &
traditional `not
close to religion`)
73.2%

Orthodox
15.5%

$1,625,400

Traditional `close
to religion` 1.3%
Russian
Speaking
Israelis 7.3%

2019 Allocations
Arab 3%

Traditional
`close to
religion` 3%

Russian
Speaking
Israelis 9%
Orthodox 26%

$428,000

General (secular &
traditional `not close
to religion`) 59%
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All 2019 Allocations
1

TRIO: Israel Hofsheet, Reform Movement, Conservative
Movement

2

Ne`emanei Torah Va`Avodah

3

Hashgacha Pratit - Chuppot

A media campaign by the “TRIO” called on the public to demand that their
preferred political parties address the current lack of marriage options.
The campaign included billboards around the country, social media and
Google advertisements.
Grant: $215,000

Ne`emanei Torah Va’Avoda, an Orthodox organization, ran a campaign
focused on religious leaders and Rabbis, calling on them to support a civil
registry for couples who cannot marry through the Rabbinate due to
halachic restrictions. In addition, the organization produced seminars and
conferences to educate the Religious-Zionist sector on the need to
increase available marriage options for those who cannot get married
according to religious law.
Grant: $48,000.

The Chuppot initiative by the Orthodox organization Hashgacha Pratit
provides halachic marriage options outside the Rabbinate. The
organization conducted a public media campaign highlighting the
Rabbinate’s monopoly over marriage, its ramifications, and the long-term
goal of breaking this monopoly. In addition, the organization continued to
provide private Orthodox marriage ceremonies for couples in an effort to
create proof-of-concept that many people in Israel who care about
religious marriage choose to marry outside the Rabbinate.
Grant: $48,000

Our Mission
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Hiddush

5

The Cultural Brigade

Hiddush conducted polling during the election season around issues of
religion and state, and specifically marriage freedom. They continued to
monitor public opinion on this issue, publicizing analysis in both traditional
and social media.
Grant: $25,000

This organization of young Russian-speaking Israelis produced a video clip
about the challenges facing couples from the Former Soviet Union who
plan a wedding in Israel. This was accompanied by a storytelling event and
public relations campaign to spark discussion within the Russian-speaking
community around the lack of options for those the Rabbinate does not
recognize as Jews.
Grant: $17,500
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6

Tikun
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Mavoi Satum

Tikun, an organization of traditional Sephardi Jews, published a handbook
proposing solutions to marriage and divorce questions given by Sephardi
sages from Arab countries. The handbook, along with a public conference,
promoted critical public discourse about the current legal situation among
a key target audience.
Grant: $12,500

Mavoi Satum has built a media and public outreach campaign aimed at
young adults throughout the country emphasizing the importance of
private Halachic marriage. The campaign included media items and social
media work. Its main goal was to encourage Orthodox couples to question
the Rabbinate monopoly over marriage and consider whether alternate
marriage options could be a good fit for them.
Grant: $15,000
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BINA: The Jewish Movement for Social Change
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Project Kesher Israel

Bina is an educational organization focused on young adults. They created
educational materials which they use to teach young adults (secular and
traditional) about marriage freedom. The goal of this ongoing work is to
educate young adults about the issue’s importance and what they can do
about it (e.g. choose to get married outside the Rabbinate, advocate for
the issue among their networks and social-professional circles, create and
share content on the issue via social media, etc.)
Grant: $12,000

PKI will do a 3-day seminar on religion and state issues in Israel for 25
leading Russian-speaking journalists, bloggers and professionals working
in the field of social media. The goal is to educate them about marriage,
divorce and conversion challenges in Israel, the alternate marriage options
provided by liberal Jewish movements, and more. The seminar aims to
transform the knowledge of these influencers and encourage increased
coverage of religion and state issues in the Russian-speaking media. The
seminar was postponed due to the Israeli elections and the corona virus
epidemic.
Grant: $20,000

Our Mission
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Kayan
A feminist Arab organization, Kayan is carrying out a first-ever public
education effort within the Arab community about civil marriage and state
restrictions over marriage and divorce. Their goal is to raise awareness,
especially among women, about the issues surrounding religious marriage
for Muslims and Christians.
Grant: $15,000
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Impact
Data shows that iRep’s work has been successful in cultivating a paradigm
shift within Israeli society that has influenced people to consider the
traditional Rabbinate route as only one of multiple options for conducting
marriage ceremonies. This shift is necessary to garner future support for
additional legislation on the issue.

Public Support – On the Rise

Data: Hiddush – For Religious Freedom and Equality.
Support for Recognition of Other Forms of Marriage
Prefer Marriage Outside the Rabbinate
80
Percent of Jewish Population

Since iRep’s founding in
2015 there has been a
significant increase in
support among the Jewish
public in Israel for
recognition of Reform,
Conservative and civil
marriage options.
The number of Jewish
citizens who prefer
marriage options outside
the Rabbinate for
themselves or their
children has also risen
during this time frame.
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Increase in Marriages Outside the Rabbinate
Data: Panim- The Israeli Judaism Network
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There is a steady increase in
the number of weddings
performed outside the
auspices of the Rabbinate.
These private ceremonies
are not legally recognized by
the State of Israel, but the
growing trend is
encouraging since it
indicates that more Israelis
make an active choice about
their wedding. In addition,
thousands of couples
annually choose to marry in
civil ceremonies abroad
instead of through the
Rabbinate.
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Another indication of the issue of marriage freedom's growing
popularity among Israelis is the amount of coverage in the
traditional media and the level of engagement on social media.
This growth leads us to believe that iRep's work to build
grassroots support for the issue is on the right track.

Greater Positive Coverage in the Media
Since iRep’s founding there
has been a significant
increase in the coverage of
marriage issues in the
traditional media: from 410
news items in 2017 to 548 in
2018. Coverage of the issue
is increasingly positive: in
2017 42% of the news items
were positive, and in 2018
50% were positive. Neutral
pieces, which provide
information only, and
negative pieces increased in
number but not in relative
terms. This reflects a
growing interest in the
issue.

Data: Ifat Media
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Greater Engagement on Social Media
Data: Ifat Media
Social media reflects
personal engagement with
the issue, and this has clearly
increased over the past few
years. From 2017 to 2018
there was an increase of 78%
in the number of mentions
of marriage freedom on
social media. Since content
in social media reflects
personal opinions, and not
editorial decisions, the
outcome was more
polarized: in 2017 64% of the
mentions were positive, and
13% negative; in 2018, 75%
of the mentions were
positive and 11% negative.
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Activities
8 Media campaigns
Educational activities

Reach: 3,500,000 people

6000 participants

8 Public events
1,000 participants

Some Examples:
Hatuna Shava Campaign
The "Hatuna Shava" (in Hebrew: equal marriage)
nationwide billboard campaign ran for two
weeks in March 2019, one month prior to the
first 2019 national elections, featuring billboards
on major highways throughout the country, with
a focus on major cities – Tel Aviv, Haifa, and
Jerusalem. The message was "Equal love - Equal
marriage; 2019 Elections: Civil marriage now!".
Concurrently there was an online and social
media campaign on Instagram, Facebook, and
Google. There were over 7,000 ad clicks from
the social media campaign (Facebook and
Instagram) and over 4,000 banner ad clicks from
the Google campaign. The campaign reached
20%-25% of its target audience (secular,
Russian-speaking Israelis and traditional
Israelis). The campaign succeeded in raising
public inclination to consider marriage freedom
as a factor in voting preference and increase the
conviction that this issue can be advanced by
the political system.
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Encouraging Alternate
Marriage Options

Hashgacha Pratit’s Chuppot initiative released a
video alongside a Facebook ad campaign.
The short video is a humoristic depiction of a
couple who, on the eve of their wedding,
discover that the Rabbinate does not consider
them Jewish. The slogan of the video is ‘The
Rabbinate doesn’t have a monopoly on
Judaism’. It concludes with a public call to vote
only for parties committed to freedom of
marriage.
Chuppot’s video campaign was viewed 166,000
times. 16% of those views were significant (the
person watched over 50% of the video). In total
there were 24,000 responses to the video
(comments, shares, clicks or emoticons). The
campaign’s target audiences in Israel’s
Jewish community were: West Bank settlements
(14%), Jerusalem (20%), Tel Aviv and the Center
(35%), the South (14%), Haifa (8%), and the
North (8%).
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Pre-army Seminar on Civil Marriage
Ne`emanei Torah Va`Avodah ran a seminar at the Tzahali pre-Army academy for Orthodox religious girls,
together with BINA: The Jewish Movement for Social Change. Around 150 young adults participated in a study day
focused on civil marriage and its halachic, legal and social implications from diverse points of view. The event took
place prior to the third Israeli national elections in early 2020, and several MKs came to discuss the issue with the
young first-time voters.

Tikun held a public conference on Shephardi approaches
to marriage and divorce. The speakers included rabbis,
academics and activists, who discussed the practical and
humanistic approach of Sephardi rabbis to difficult
questions of marriage and divorce and contrasted them
with the Rabbinate's strict approach. The content from that
conference is available online.

Sephardi Approach to
Marriage & Divorce

Marriage Choice Seminar
Two hundred secular young Israelis attended the
Reform movement's Yom Kippur Retreat, where they
participated in a workshop run by Rabbi Tamar Goor
called “Mahapecha BeSimcha” (in Hebrew: "Happy
Revolution") on Jewish expressions and marriage
options.
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Stories

Liat and Itai
March 2019

Liat and Itai had conflicting views regarding their wedding ceremony, about the
way they view Judaism, the way they grew up, and the way the ceremony would
take place. Liat was searching for something more traditional, and Itai did not
connect with that at all. They had met with a few rabbis, and then called Reform
Rabbi Tamar Gur, who took them through a process of learning about the
ceremony, deciding which parts they connected with, what reflected their
personalities and their future as a couple.
In the end, Itai said, “When you understand what the ceremony is, and learn that
you can choose which elements you incorporate, you become surprised at the
many things you connect to.”
The ceremony was a bridge between Liat and Itai, and it suited the diverse
families and guests as well. As Liat put it, “personable, charming and clean-cut”.
“We weren’t sure what we were looking for. On the one hand we knew that we
did not want to get married through the Rabbinate, but on the other hand we
weren’t sure which civil ceremony would have Jewish tradition, and fulfill our
wish for a simple, social and meaningful Huppa.
“The process with Rabbi Tamar was wonderful. She guided us through each
decision with patience and clarity, and we felt that the choices and control was
always in our hands. The ceremony was exactly as we had imagined it. The
responses and interest by the guests proved that this Huppa had struck a chord
with them too, and that further emphasized that we’d made the right decision.”
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Eyal and Shai
February 2019
Eyal and Shai are a same-sex couple who wanted to get married in Israel, in a Jewish ceremony that reflected their
values and Jewish identity. “We found the Reform Movement’s “Hatuna Ge’ah” (Pride Wedding) website, and it had
all the information we needed. There were even several examples of ceremonies. We could tell that a lot of
thought had gone into the process.” describes Shai. “During our meetings with the wonderful Rabbi Galit, we
discussed how to create a ceremony to fit the character of same-sex marriage, and we decided to write
the Sheva Brachot (Seven Blessings) according to the values of the colorful LGBTQ+ flag.”
“The process with Rabbi Galit also gave us the opportunity to think about how we view our relationship, and the
“role” or “balance” within our marriage – is it symmetrical because it is same-sex?” Eyal recounts. “We had a
beautiful, emotional ceremony that we will always remember.”

Shira and Gal, June 2019
“From the moment we got engaged, we knew that we were not
going to get married through the Rabbinate. Even though neither
of us is religious, Jewish tradition and values are important to us.
At first, we didn’t know how to choose an officiator, but we
found Havaya-Yisrael Hfsheet and through them, Ram Efrat.
Together with Ram we learned about the traditional marriage
blessings, their meaning and tradition and Ram learned about us,
our relationship and what elements of the ceremony are
important to us. Together we built a beautiful ceremony which
included personal blessings from our family and friends.
We had some guests who had never been to an alternative
ceremony before, and others who are religious. They all said that
it was one of the most touching and joyous weddings they had
ever been to. We were so happy and thankful for the wonderful
ceremony which was even more amazing than we could have
ever hoped for!”
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Neta and Dan met during their university
studies. Neta grew up in a "mixed" home with an
Orthodox mother and a secular father. Dan comes
from a secular home. Each of them has a great
connection to their Jewish identity, and it was
important to them that Jewish values be reflected in
their wedding ceremony.
They chose to hold a Conservative ceremony since
they wanted a halachic Jewish chuppah, but one that it
is relevant to their lives and values. With Rabbi Ari they
discussed the wedding rituals and adopted a version
which includes all the parts necessary under Jewish
law, but with changes that made it meaningful to
them.
Neta remarked, "We chose to marry through
the Masorti Movement because our Judaism is
important to us and it was clear that we did not want
to take part in a wedding ceremony through
the Rabbinate as it is today in the State of Israel. There
is no doubt that we chose correctly and that the
process that we went through with Rabbi Ari, was very
profound for both of us. Our guests felt they were
taking part in a beautiful and significant ceremony.”

Moriah
and Mai
June 2019

Neta and Dan May 2019

“Moriah and I wanted to have a
regular wedding, like every other
couple, and celebrate this
important time in our lives with
our closest friends and family. We
found a wedding officiant that we
were very connected to
through Havaya. The amazing
part of working with Havaya was
that we could build our own
ceremony, which reflects the
Jewish tradition, as well as our
personal beliefs and values. Our
wedding was at the beginning of
pride month and at the same
time when new elections were
announced, which made us feel
the symbolic significance of our
private event.
We held our wedding in the spirit
of love and not protest, we
touched many people that
evening, and that's what made us
the happiest.”
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For more information contact iRep Director Einat Hurvitz:
Einat.Hurvitz@JewishFederations.org

