
Dear Educator: 
 
As the school year 2020-21 approaches with many unknowns about virtual vs. “real” classroom time, 
we, in the Jewish Community, want to share with you our calendar of Jewish (High Holy Day) 
Holidays as a resource for your faculty and administrators to use in planning.  
 
We share this calendar so that you can be aware of major Jewish holidays and observances, the 
Jewish religion celebrates several special days of observance throughout the year. These dates 
occur according to the Jewish calendar and therefore Jewish holy days fall on different dates from 
year to year within the Gregorian calendar.  Traditional celebration of Jewish holy days calls for 
abstaining from work, school and other everyday activities while participating in religious 
observances. Jewish holidays begin at sunset on the evening preceding the holiday. As you know, 
the law requires schools to provide make-up opportunities for students who are absent due to 
religious observance. However, there would be less disruption for students and teachers if the major 
Jewish holy days were taken into consideration in the scheduling of exams, field trips, and major 
assignments. Non-academic activities such as back-to-school nights, concerts, photo days, school 
dances, etc. are also important to students, parents, and teachers. We know that this is a unique 
year, with academics being virtual to start with but feel that it is still important to know when these 
dates are. 
 
At this link you will find a descriptive list of the Jewish holidays. The holidays and dates of greatest 
concern during the 2020-21 school year are: Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), beginning at 
sundown on Friday, September 18, running through Sunday evening, September 20; Yom Kippur 
(Day of Atonement), beginning Sunday evening, September 27, ending Monday evening, 
September 28; and Passover, beginning Saturday evening March 27th with the 2nd seder on 
Sunday evening March 28th The holiday ends on Sunday evening April 4th.  
 
We would greatly appreciate your communicating this information to teachers, parent groups and 
others in your school community who are responsible for scheduling events. 
 
In addition, we would like to share with you a list of resources for folks who can come to your 
classrooms (in person and virtually) to share about Jewish life, Israel and a whole range of other 
topics. It also includes resources for families and parents and schools who feel that there have been 
instances of antisemitism. Please click here for more information. 
 
If you have any questions about scheduling or would like additional information about Jewish 
holidays and/or celebrations, please contact Rachel Nelson, Director of Educational Initiatives & 
Intergroup Outreach at the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland, at 503-892-7115, or at 
rachel@jewishportland.org. 
 
Please let us know if we can assist in any way. 
 
Best wishes, and thank you for your consideration, 
 
Rachel Nelson 
Director of Educational Initiatives & Intergroup Outreach 
rachel@jewishportland.org 
503-892-7415 
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